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FEAST OF THE HOLY RESURRECTION 

Acts 1: 1-9 

In my first account, Theophilus, (Thee-off-ih-lus) I dealt with all that Jesus 
did and taught until the day he was taken up to heaven, having first in
structed the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit. In the time 
after his suffering he showed them in many convincing ways that he 
was alive, appearing to them over the course of forty days and speak
ing to them about the reign of God. On one occasion when he met with 
them, he told them not to leave Jerusalem: "Wait, rather, for the fulfill
ment of my Father's promise, of which you have heard me speak. John 
baptized with water, but within a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit." 

While they were with him they asked, "Lord, are you going to restore 
the rule to Israel now?" His answer was: "The exact time it is not yours 
to know. The Father has reserved that to himself. You will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes down on you; then you are to be my wit
nesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea (Joo-day-ah) and Samaria (Sa-mar

i-ah), yes, even to the ends of the earth." No sooner had he said this than 
he was lifted up before their eyes in a cloud which took him from their 
sight. 

MONDAY OF BRIGHT WEEK 

Acts 1: 12-17 and 21-26 

In those days they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet near Jerusalem-a mere sabbath's journey away .. Entering the 
city, they went to the upstairs room where they were staying: Peter and 
John and James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus (AI-fay-us); Simon, the Zealot (Zel-uht) 

party member, and Judas son of James. Together they devoted them
selves to constant prayer. There were some women in their company, 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

At one point during those days, Peter stood up in the center of the 
brothers; there must have been a hundred and twenty gathered to
gether. "Brothers," he said, "the saying in Scripture uttered long ago by 
the Holy Spirit through the mouth of David was destined to be fulfilled 
in Judas, the one who guided those that arrested Jesus. He was one of 
our number and he had been given a share in this ministry of ours. 
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+•+ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ •"It is entirely fitting, therefore, that one of those who was of our ~ 
~ company while the Lord Jesus moved among us, from the baptism of ~ 
~ John until the day he was taken up from us, should be named as wit- ~ 
~ ness with us to his resurrection." At that they nominated two, Joseph ~ 
~ (called Barsabbas (Bar-sab-bas), also known as Justus) and Matthias. Then ~ 
~ they prayed: "0 Lord, you read the hearts of men. Make known to us ~ 
~ which of these two you choose for this apostolic ministry, replacing ~ 
~ Judas, who deserted the cause and went the way he was destined to ~ 
~ go." They then drew lots between the two men. The choice fell to ~ 
~ Matthias, who was added to the eleven apostles. ~ 

I TUESDAY OF BRIGHT WEEK I 
~ Acts: 2: 14-21 ~ 
~ ~ ~ In those days Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and ~ 
~ addressed them: "You who are Jews, indeed all of you staying in ~ 
~ Jerusalem! Listen to what I have to say. You must realize that these men ~ 
~ are not drunk, as you seem to think. It is only nine in the morning! No, ~ 
~ it is what Joel the prophet spoke of: 'It shall come to pass in the last ~ 
~ days, says God, that I will pour out a portion of my spirit on all mankind: ~ 
~ Your sons and daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see vi- ~ 
~ sions and your old men shall dream dreams. Yes, even on my servants ~ 
~ and handmaids I will pour out a portion of my spirit in those days, and ~ 
~ they shall prophesy. I will work wonders in the heavens above and signs ~ 
~ on the earth below: blood, fire, and a cloud of smoke. The sun shall be ~ 
~ turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of that ~ 
~ great and glorious day of the Lord. Then shall everyone be saved who ~ 
~ calls on the name of the Lord.' " ~ 

~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF BRIGHT WEEK ~ 
~ Acts 2: 22-36 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ In those days, Peter addressed the people: "Men of Israel, listen to ~ 
~ me! Jesus the Nazorean (Naz-o-reen) was a man whom God sent to you ~ ...__,J 

~ with miracles, wonders, and signs as his credentials. These God worked ~ 
~ through him in your midst, as you well know. He was delivered up by the ~ 
~ set purpose and plan of God; you even made use of pagans to crucify ~ ....._J 

~ and kill him. God freed him from death's bitter pangs, however, and ~ 
~ raised him up again, for it was impossible that death should keep its ~ 
~ hold on him. David says of him: 'I have set the Lord ever before me, ~ 

~ ~ _j 
~ ~ 
~ 2 ~ ~ ~ ......_J 

+•+ 



with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. My heart has been 
glad and my tongue has rejoiced, my body will live on in hope, for you 
will not abandon my soul to the nether world, nor will you suffer your 
faithful one to undergo corruption. You have shown me the paths of life; 
you will fill me with joy in your presence.' 

"Brothers, I can speak confidently to you about our father David. He 
died and was buried, and his grave is in our midst to this day. He was 
a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him that one of his descen
dants would sit upon his throne. He said that he was not abandoned to 
the nether world, nor did his body undergo corruption, thus proclaim
ing beforehand the resurrection of the Messiah. This is the Jesus God 
has raised up, and we are his witnesses. Exalted at God's right hand, he 
first received the promised Holy Spirit from the Father, then poured this 
Spirit out on us. This is what you now see and hear. David did not go up 
to heaven, yet David says, 'The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right 
hand until I make your enemies your footstool. ' Therefore let the whole 
house of Israel know beyond any doubt that God has made both Lord 
and Messiah this Jesus whom you crucified.'' 

THURSDAY OF BRIGHT WEEK 

Acts 2: 38-43 

In those days, Peter addressed the people: "You must reform and 
be baptized, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, that your 
sins may be forgiven; then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. It 
was to you and your children that the promise was made, and to all 
those still far off whom the Lord our God calls." 

In support of his testimony he used many other arguments, and kept 
urging, "Save yourselves from this generation which has gone astray.'' 
Those who accepted his message were baptized; some three thousand 
were added that day. 

They devoted themselves to the apostles' instruction and the com
munal life, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. A reverent fear 
overtook them all, for many wonders and signs were performed by the 
apostles. 

FRIDAY OF BRIGHT WEEK 

Acts 3: 1-8 

In those days, when Peter and John were going up to the temple for 
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prayer at the three o'clock hour, a man crippled from birth was being 
carried in. They would bring him every day and put him at the temple 
gate called "the Beautiful" to beg from the people as they entered. 
When he saw Peter and John on their way in, he begged them for an 
alms. Peter fixed his gaze on the man; so did John. "Look at us!" Peter 
said. The cripple gave them his whole attention, hoping to get some
thing. Then Peter said: "I have neither silver nor gold, but what I have I 
give you! In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean (Naz-o-reen) , walk!" 
Then Peter took him by the right hand and pulled him up. Immediately 
the beggar's feet and ankles became strong; he jumped up, stood for 
a moment, then began to walk around. He went into the temple with 
them-walking, jumping about, and praising God. 

SATURDAY OF BRIGHT WEEK 

Acts 3: 11 -16 

In those days, as the man [who was cured] stood there clinging to 
Peter and John, the whole crowd rushed over to them excitedly in 
Solomon's Portico. When Peter saw this, he addressed the people as 
follows: "Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you 
stare at us as if we had made this man walk by some power or holiness 
of our own? The God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, has glorified his Servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 
disowned in Pilate's presence when Pilate was ready to release him. 
You disowned the Holy and Just One and preferred instead to be 
granted the release of a murderer. You put to death the Author of life. 
But God raised him from the dead, and we are his witnesses. It is his 
name, and trust in this name, that has strengthened the limbs of this 
man whom you see and know well. Such faith has given him perfect 
health, as all of you can observe.' " 

SECOND PASCHAL SUNDAY 
-Sunday of Saint Thomas-

Acts 5: 12-20 

In those days, through the hands of the apostles, many signs and 
wonders occurred among the people. By mutual agreement they used 
to meet in Solomon's Portico. No one else dared to join them, despite 
the fact that the people held them in great esteem. Nevertheless more 
and more believers, men and women in great numbers, were continu-
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ally added to the Lord. The people carried the sick into the streets and 
laid them on cots and mattresses, so that when Peter passed by at least 
his shadow might fall on one or another of them. Crowds from the towns 
around Jerusalem would gather, too, bringing their sick and those who 
were troubled by unclean spirits, all of whom were cured. 

The high priest and all his supporters (that is, the party of Sadducees 
(Sad-jew-seez) ), filled with jealousy, arrested the apostles and threw them 
into the public jail. During the night, however, an angel of the Lord 
opened the gates of the jail, led them forth, and said, "Go out now and 
take your place in the temple precincts and preach to the people all 
about this new life." 

MONDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 3: 19-26 

In those days, Peter addressed the people: "Reform your lives! Turn 
to God, that your sins may be wiped away! Thus may a season of re
freshment be granted you by the Lord when he sends you Jesus, al
ready designated as your Messiah. Jesus must remain in heaven until 
the time of universal restoration which God spoke of long ago through 
his holy prophets." For Moses said: 'The Lord God will raise up for you 
a prophet like me from among your own kinsmen: you shall listen to him 
in everything he says to you. Anyone who does not listen to that prophet 
shall be ruthlessly cut off from the people.' 

"Moreover, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel onward, 
have announced the events of these days. You are the children of those 
prophets, you are the heirs of the covenant God made with your fathers 
when he said to Abraham, 'In your offspring, all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.' When God raised up his servant, he sent him to you 
first to bless you by turning you from your evil ways." 

TUESDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 4: 1-10 

In those days, while Peter and John were still addressing the crowd, 
the priests, the captain of the temple guard, and the Sadducees (Sad-jew

seez) came up to them, angry because they were teaching the people 
and proclaiming the resurrection of the dead in the person of Jesus. It 
was evening by now, so they arrested them and put them in jail for the 
night. Despite this, many of those who had heard the speech believed; 
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+•+ 
ffil ffil 
~ ~ 
~ the number of men came to about five thousand. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ When the leaders, the elders, and the scribes assembled the next ~ 
~ day in Jerusalem, Annas (An-as) the high priest, Caiaphas (Kay-uh-tus), John, ~ 
~ Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly class were there. They ~ 
~ brought Peter and John before them and began the interrogation in this ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 

fashion: "By what power or in whose name have men of your stripe 
~ 

~ done this?" ~ -..J 

~ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, spoke up: "Leaders of the peo- ~ 
~ pie! Elders! If we must answer today for a good deed done to a cripple ~ 
~ and explain how he was restored to health, then you and all the people ~ 
~ of Israel must realize that it was done in the name of Jesus Christ the ~ 
~ Nazorean (Naz-o-reen) whom you crucified and whom God raised from the ~ 
~ dead. In the power of that name this man stands before you perfectly ~ 
~ sound." ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 
~ Acts 4: 13-22 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ In those days, observing the self-assurance of Peter and John, and ~ 
~ realizing that the speakers were uneducated men of no standing, the ~ 
~ leaders, the elders, and the scribes were amazed. Then they recognized ~ 
~ these men as having been with Jesus. When they saw the man who had ~ 
~ been cured standing there with Peter and John, they could think of ~ 
~ nothing to say, so they ordered them out of the court while they held a ~ 
~ consultation. "What shall we do with these men? Everyone who lives in ~ 
~ Jerusalem knows what a remarkable show of power took place through ~ 
~ ~ 
~ them. We cannot deny it. To stop this from spreading further among the 

~ 
~ people we must give them a stern warning never to mention that man's ~ 
~ name to anyone again." So they called them back and made it clear ~ 
~ that under no circumstances were they to speak the name of Jesus or ~ 
~ teach about him. Peter and John answered, "Judge for yourselves ~ 
~ whether it is right in God's sight for us to obey you rather than God. ~ 
~ Surely we cannot help speaking of what we have heard and seen." At ~ .....__J 

~ that point they were dismissed with further warnings. The court could ~ 
~ find no way to punish them because of the people, all of whom were ~ 
~ praising God for what had happened. The fact was, the man thus mirac- ~ 
~ ulously cured was more than forty years of age. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 6 ~ ~ ~ -.J ~ ~ 

+•+ 
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THURSDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 4: 23-31 

In those days, after being released [from court], Peter and John went 
back to their own people and told them what the priests and elders had 
said. All raised their voices in prayer to God on hearing the story: "Sov
ereign Lord, who made heaven and earth and sea and all that is in them, 
you have said by the Holy Spirit through the lips of our father David your 
servant: 'Why did the Gentiles rage, the peoples conspire in folly? The 
kings of the earth were aligned, and the princes gathered together 
against the Lord and against his anointed.' Indeed, they gathered in this 
very city against your holy Servant, Jesus, whom you anointed-Herod 
and Pontius Pilate in league with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel. 
They have brought about the very things which in your powerful provi
dence you planned long ago. But now, 0 Lord, look at the threats they 
are leveling against us. Grant to your servants, even as they speak your 
words, complete assurance by stretching forth your hand in cures and 
signs and wonders to be worked in the name of Jesus, your holy Ser
vant." 

The place where they were gathered shook as they prayed. They 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak God's word with 
confidence. 

FRIDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 5: 1-11 

In those days, a man named Ananias (An-a-nigh-as) and his wife Sap
phira (Sa-tigh-ra) sold a piece of property. With the connivance of his wife 
he put aside a part of the proceeds for himself; the rest he took and laid 
at the feet of the apostles. Peter exclaimed: "Ananias, why have you let 
Satan fill your heart so as to make you lie to the Holy Spirit and keep for 
yourself some of the proceeds from that field? Was it not yours so long 
as it remained unsold? Even when you sold it, was not the money still 
yours? How could you ever concoct such a scheme? You have lied not 
to men but to God!" At the sound of these words, Ananias fell dead. 
Great fear came upon all who later heard of it. Some of the young men 
came forward, wrapped up the body, and carried it out for burial. Three 
hours later Ananias' wife came in, unaware of what had happened. 
Peter said to her, "Tell me, did you sell that piece of property for such 
and such an amount?" She answered, "Yes, that was the sum." Peter 
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~·~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ replied, "How could you two scheme to put the Spirit of the Lord to the ~ 
~ test? The footsteps of the men who have just buried your husband can ~ 
~ be heard at the door. They stand ready to carry you out too." At that, she ~ .....J 
~ fell dead at his feet. The young men came in, found her dead, and car- ~ 
~ ried her out for burial beside her husband. Great fear came on the whole ~ 
~ church and on all who heard of it. ~ 
~ ~ I SATURDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER EASTER I 
~ Acts 5: 21-33 ~ 
~ In those days, the apostles went into the temple at dawn and re- ~ 
~ sumed their teaching. When the high priest and his supporters arrived ~ 
~ they convoked the Sanhedrin (San-hee-drin), the full council of the elders ~ 
~ of Israel. They sent word to the jail that the prisoners were to be brought ~ 
~ in. But when the temple guard got to the jail they could not find them, ~ 
~ and hurried back with the report, "We found the jail securely locked and ~ 
~ the guards at their posts outside the gates, but when we opened it we ~ 
~ found no one inside." ~ 
~ ~ ~ On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the high ~ 
~ priests did not know what to make of the affair. Someone then came up ~ 
~ to them, pointing out, "Look, there! Those men you put in jail are stand- ~ 
~ ing over there in the temple, teaching the people." At that, the captain ~ 
~ went off with the guard and brought them in, but without any show of ~ --1 

~ force, for fear of being stoned by the crowd. When they had led them ~ 
~ in and made them stand before the Sanhedrin, the high priest began ~ 
~ the interrogation in this way: "We gave you strict orders not to teach ~ 
~ about that name, yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and ~ 
~ are determined to make us responsible for that man's blood." To this, ~ 
~ Peter and the apostles replied: "Better for us to obey God than men! ~ 
~ The God of our fathers has raised up Jesus whom you put to death, ~ 
~ hanging him on a tree. He whom God has exalted at his right hand as ~ 
~ ruler and savior is to bring repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. ~ 
~ We testify to this. So too does the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to ~ 
~ those that obey him." When the Sanhedrin heard this, they were stung ~ 
~ to fury and wanted to kill them. ~ ___ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
I a I ~ ~ ...._.j 
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Acts 6: 1-7 

THIRD PASCHAL SUNDAY 
-Sunday of the Ointment-bearing Women-

In those days, as the number of disciples grew, the ones who spoke 
Greek complained that their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution of food, as compared with the widows of those who spoke 
Hebrew. The Twelve assembled the community of the disciples and 
said, "It is not right for us to neglect the word of God in order to wait on 
tables. look around among your own number, brothers, for seven men 
acknowledged to be deeply spiritual and prudent, and we shall appoint 
them to this task. This will permit us to concentrate on prayer and the 
ministry of the word." The proposal was unanimously accepted by the 
community. Following this they selected Stephen, a man filled with faith 
and the Holy Spirit; Philip, Prochorus, (Prok-o-rus), Nicanor (Ni-kah-nor), 

Timon (Tee-mun), Parmenas (Par-men-as), and Nicolaus of Antioch (Nik-o-lay

us ot An-tee-ock) , who had been a convert to Judaism. They presented 
these men to the apostles, who first prayed over them and then im
posed hands on them. 

The word of God continued to spread, while at the same time the 
number of the disciples in Jerusalem enormously increased. There were 
many priests among those who embraced the faith. 

MONDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 6: 8-15, 7: 1-Sa, and 4 7-60 

Stephen was a man filled with grace and power, who worked great 
wonders and signs among the people. Certain members of the so
called "Synagogue of Roman Freedmen" (that is, the Jews from Cyrene 
(Sigh-ree-nih) , Alexandria, Cilicia (Sih-lish-a) and Asia) would undertake to 
engage Stephen in debate, but they proved no match for the wisdom 
and spirit with which he spoke. They persuaded some men to make the 
charge that they had heard him speaking blasphemies against Moses 
and God, and in this way they incited the people, the elders, and the 
scribes. All together they confronted him, seized him, and led him off to 
the Sanhedrin (San-hee-drin). There they brought in false witnesses, who 
said: "This man never stops making statements against the holy place 
and the law. We have heard him claim that Jesus the Nazorean (Naz-o

reen) will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses 
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handed down to us." The members of the Sanhedrin who sat there 
stared at him intently. Throughout, Stephen's face seemed like that of 
an angel. 

The high priest asked whether the charges were true. To this Stephen 
replied: "My brothers! Fathers! Listen to me. The God of glory appeared 
to our father Abraham when he was still in Mesopotamia (Mes-o-po-tay

mih-a) and before he settled in Haran (Hair-an). God said to him, Leave your 
country and your kinsfolk, and go to the land I will show you. So he left 
the land of the Chaldeans (Kal-dee-anz) and settled in Haran (Hair-an). After 
Abraham's father died, God made him move from there to this land 
where you now dwell. God did not give him any of it as his heritage, not 
even a foot of land . 

•"It was Solomon, however, who constructed [the temple]. Yet the 
Most High does not dwell in buildings made by human hands, for as 
the prophet says: 'The heavens are my throne, the earth is my footstool; 
what kind of house can you build me? asks the Lord. What is my rest
ing-place to be like? Did not my hand make all these things?' 

"You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are 
always opposing the Holy Spirit just as your fathers did before you. Was 
there ever any prophet whom your fathers did not persecute? In their 
day, they put to death those who foretold the coming of the Just One; 
now you in your turn have become his betrayers and murderers. You 
who received the law through the ministry of angels have not obeyed it." 

Those who listened to his words were stung to the heart; they ground 
their teeth in anger at him. Stephen meanwhile, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, looked to the sky above and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at God's right hand. "Look!" he exclaimed, "I see an opening 
in the sky, and the Son of Man standing at God's right hand." The on
lookers were shouting aloud, holding their hands over their ears as they 
did so. Then they rushed at him as one man, dragged him out of the 
city, and began to stone him. The witnesses meanwhile were piling their 
cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul. As Stephen was being 
stoned he could be heard praying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." He 
fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them." And with that he died. 

10 



TUESDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 8:5-17 

In those days, Philip went down to the town of Samaria (Sa-mar-i-ah) 

and there proclaimed the Messiah. Without exception, the crowds that 
heard Philip and saw the miracles he performed attended closely to 
what he had to say. There were many who had unclean spirits, which 
came out shrieking loudly. Many others were paralytics or cripples, and 
these were cured. The rejoicing in that town rose to fever pitch. 

A certain man named Simon had been practicing magic in the town 
and holding the Samaritans spellbound. He passed himself off as some
one of great importance. People from every rank of society were pay
ing attention to him. "He is the power of the great God," they said. 
Those who followed him had been under the spell of his magic over a 
long period; but once they began to believe in the good news that Philip 
preached about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, men 
and women alike accepted baptism. Even Simon believed. He was bap
tized like the rest and became a devoted follower of Philip. He watched 
the signs and the great miracles as they occurred, and was quite car
ried away. 

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted 
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down 
to these people and prayed that they might receive the Holy Spirit. It 
had not as yet come down upon any of them since they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. The pair upon arriving imposed 
hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 8: 18-25 

In those days, Simon [the magician] observed that it was through 
the laying on of hands that the apostles conferred the Spirit, and he 
made them an offer of money with the request, "Give me that power 
too, so that if I place my hands on anyone he will receive the Holy 
Spirit." 

Peter said in answer: "May you and your money rot-thinking that 
God's gift can be bought! You can have no portion or lot in this affair. 
Your heart is not steadfastly set on God. Reform your evil ways. Pray 
that the Lord may pardon you for thinking the way you have. I see you 
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....... 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ poisoned with gall and caught in the grip of sin." Simon responded, "I ~ 
~ need the prayers of all of you to the Lord, so that what you have just ~ 
~ said may never happen to me." ~ 
~ After giving their testimony and proclaiming the word of the Lord, ~ 
~ they went back to Jerusalem bringing the good news to many villages ~ 

~ of Samaria (Sa-mar-i-ah) on the way. ~ 

~ ~ ~ THURSDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 

~ Acts 8: 26-39 ~ 
~ ~ ~ In those days, an angel of the Lord then addressed himself to Philip: ~ 
~ "Head south toward the road which goes from Jerusalem to Gaza, the ~ 
~ desert route." Philp began the journey. It happened that an Ethiopian ~ 
~ eunuch (Ee-thee-ope-ih-an yoo-nuk), a court official in charge of the entire ~ 
~ treasury of Candace (Kan-da-sih) (a name meaning Queen) of the Ethiopi- ~ 
~ ans, had come on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and was returning home. ~ 

~ He was sitting in his carriage reading the prophet Isaiah. The Spirit said ~ 
~ to Philip, "Go and catch up with that carriage." Philip ran ahead and ~ 
~ heard the man reading the prophet Isaiah. He said to the eunuch, "Do ~ 
~ you really grasp what you are reading?" "How can 1," the man replied, ~ 
~ "unless someone explains it to me?" With that, he invited Philip to get ~ 
~ in and sit down beside him. This was the passage of Scripture he was ~ 

~ reading: "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, like a lamb before its ~ 
~ shearer he was silent and opened not his mouth. In his humiliation he ~ 
~ was deprived of justice. Who will ever speak of his posterity, for he is ~ 
~ deprived of his life on earth?" The eunuch (yoo-nuk) said to Philip, "Tell ~ 
~ me, if you will, of whom the prophet says this himself or someone else?" ~ 
~ Philip launched out with this Scripture passage as his starting point, ~ 
~ telling him the good news of Jesus. As they moved along the road they ~ 
~ came to some water, and the eunuch said, "Look, there is some water ~ 

~ right there. What is to keep me from being baptized?" He ordered the ~ 
~ carriage stopped, and Philip went down into the water with the eunuch ~ 
~ and baptized him. When they came out of the water, the Spirit of the ~ 
~ Lord snatched Philip away and the eunuch saw him no more. Never- ~ 
~ theless the man went on his way rejoicing. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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FRIDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 8: 40 and 9: 1-19a 

In those days, Philip found himself at Azotus (A-zo-tus) next, and he 
went about announcing the good news in all the towns until he reached 
Caesarea (ses-a-ree-a). •Saul, still breathing murderous threats against the 
Lord 's disciples, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues in Damascus (Da-mass-kus) which would empower him to ar
rest and bring to Jerusalem anyone he might find, man or woman, liv
ing according to the new way. As he traveled along and was 
approaching Damascus, a light from the sky suddenly flashed about 
him. He fell to the ground and at the same time heard a voice saying, 
"Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" "Who are you, sir?" Saul asked. 
The voice answered, "I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting. Get up 
and go into the city, where you will be told what to do." The men who 
were traveling with Saul stood there speechless. They had heard the 
voice but could see no one. Saul got up from the ground unable to see, 
even though his eyes were open. They had to take him by the hand and 
lead him into Damascus. For three days he continued blind, during 
which time he neither ate nor drank. 

There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias (An-a-nigh-as) to 
whom the Lord had appeared in a vision. "Ananias!" he said. "Here I 
am, Lord," came the answer. The Lord said to him, "Go at once to 
Straight Street, and at the house of Judas ask for a certain Saul I of Tar
sus. He is there praying." (Saul saw in a vision a man named Ananias 
coming to him and placing his hands on him so that he might recover 
his sight.) But Ananias protested: "Lord, I have heard from many 
sources about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy peo
ple in Jerusalem. He is here now with authorization from the chief 
priests to arrest any who invoke your name." The Lord said to him: "You 
must go! This man is the instrument I have chosen to bring my name to 
the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I myself shall in
dicate to him how much he will have to suffer for my name." With that 
Ananias left. When he entered the house he laid his hands on Saul and 
said, "Saul, my brother, I have been sent by the Lord Jesus who ap
peared to you on the way here, to help you recover your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit." Immediately something like scales fell from 
his eyes and he regained his sight. He got up and was baptized, and his 
strength returned to him after he had taken food. 
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....... 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Acts 9: 19b-31 ~ 
~ In those days, Saul stayed some time with the disciples in Damas- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ cus (Da-mass-kus), and soon began to proclaim in the synagogues that ~ ..._j 

~ Jesus was the Son of God. Any who heard it were greatly taken aback. ~ 
~ They kept saying: "Isn't this the man who worked such havoc in ~ 
~ Jerusalem among those who invoke this name? Did he not come here ~ 
~ purposely to apprehend such people and bring them before the chief ~ 
~ priests?" ~ 
~ Saul for his part grew steadily more powerful , and reduced the Jew- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ish community of Damascus to silence with his proofs that this Jesus ~ 
~ was the Messiah. ~ 
~ After quite some time had passed, certain Jews conspired to kill ~ 
~ Saul, but their plot came to his attention. They went so far as to keep ~ 
~ ~ 

___, 
close watch on the city gates day and night in an attempt to do away 

~ with him. Some of his disciples, therefore, took him along the wall one ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 

night and lowered him to the ground, using ropes and a hamper. When 
~ --

~ he arrived back in Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples there; but it ~ 
~ turned out that they were all afraid of him. They even refused to believe ~ 
~ that he was a disciple. Then Barnabas took him in charge and intra- ~ 
~ duced him to the apostles. He explained to them how on his journey ~ 
~ Saul had seen the Lord, who had conversed with him, and how Saul ~ 
~ had been speaking out fearlessly in the name of Jesus at Damascus. ~ 
~ Saul stayed on with them, moving freely about Jerusalem and express- ~ 
~ ing himself quite openly in the name of the Lord. He even addressed ~ 
~ the Greek-speaking Jews and debated with them. They for their part ~ 
~ responded by trying to kill him. When the brothers learned of this, some ~ 
~ of them took him down to Caesarea (Ses-a-ree-ah) and sent him off to Tar- ~ 
~ sus. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Meanwhile throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria the church ~ 
~ was at peace. It was being built up and was making steady progress in ~ 
~ the fear of the Lord; at the same time it enjoyed the increased canso- ~ -.J 

~ lation of the Holy Spirit. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ --~ ~ 
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Acts 9: 32-42 

FOURTH PASCHAL SUNDAY 
-Sunday of the Paralytic-

In those days, when Peter was making numerous journeys, he went
among other places-to God's holy people living in Lydda (Lid-a). There he 
found a man named Aeneas (1-nee-as) , a paralytic who had been bedrid
den for eight years. Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ cures you! 
Get up and make your bed." The man got up at once. All the inhabi
tants of Lydda and Sharon, upon seeing him, were converted to the 
Lord. 

Now in Joppa there was a certain woman convert named Tabitha 
(Tab-i-tha) {in Greek Dorcas (Dor-kas), meaning a gazelle). Her life was 
marked by constant good deeds and acts of charity. At about that time 
she fell ill and died. They washed her body arid laid it out in an upstairs 
room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples who had heard that 
Peter was there sent two men to him with the urgent request, "Please 
come over to us without delay." Peter set out with them as they asked. 
Upon his arrival they took him upstairs to the room. All the widows came 
to him in tears and showed him the various garments Dorcas had made 
when she was still with them. Peter first made everyone go outside; 
then he knelt down and prayed. Turning to the dead body, he said, 
"Tabitha, stand up." She opened her eyes, then looked at Peter and sat 
up. He gave her his hand arid helped her to her feet. The next thing he 
did was to call in those who were believers and the widows to show 
them all that she was alive. This became known all over Joppa, and be
cause of it, many came to believe in the Lord. 

MONDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 10: 1-16 

In those days, in Caesarea (Ses-a-ree-a) there was a centurion named 
Cornelius, of the Roman cohort ltalica (lh-tal-ih-ka), who was religious and 
God-fearing. The same was true of his whole household. He was in the 
habit of giving generously to the people and he constantly prayed to 
God. One afternoon at about three he had a vision in which he clearly 
saw a messenger of God coming toward him and calling, "Cornelius!" 
He stared at the sight and said in fear, "What is it, sir?" The answer 
came: "Your prayers and your generosity have risen in God's sight, and 
because of them he has remembered you. Send some men to Joppa 
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••• ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ (Jop-a) and summon a certain Simon, known as Peter. He is a guest of ~ 
~ Simon the leather-tanner whose house stands by the sea." When the ~ 
~ messenger who spoke these words had disappeared, he called two ser- ~ 
~ vants and a devout soldier from among those whom he could trust. He ~ 
~ explained everything to them and dispatched them to Joppa. ~ 
~ About noontime the next day, as the men were traveling along and ~ 
~ approaching the city, Peter went up to the roof terrace to pray. He be- ~ 
~ came hungry and asked for some food, and while it was being prepared ~ 
~ he fell into a trance. He saw the sky open and an object come down ~ 
~ that looked I ike a big canvas. It was lowered to the ground by its four ~ ._..1 

~ corners. Inside it were all the earth's four-legged creatures and reptiles ~ 
~ and birds of the sky. A voice said to him: "Get up, Peter! Slaughter, then ~ ~ 
~ eat." He answered: "Sir, it is unthinkable! I have never eaten anything ~ 
~ unclean or impure in my life." The voice was heard a second time: "What ~ 
~ God has purified you are not to call unclean." This happened three ~ ___, 
~ times; then the object was snatched up into the sky. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ ..__ 

~ Acts 1 0: 21 -33 ~ ~ ~ 
~ In those days, Peter went down to the men and said, "I am the man ~ 
~ you are looking for. What brought you here?" They answered: "The cen- ~ 
~ turion Cornelius, who is an upright and God-fearing man, well thought ~ 
~ of in the whole Jewish community, has been instructed by a holy mes- ~ 
~ senger to summon you to his house. There he is to hear what you have ~ 
~ to say." With that, Peter invited them in and treated them as guests. ~ 

~ The next day Peter went off with them, accompanied by some of the ~ 
~ brothers from Joppa (Jop-a). The following day, he arrived in Caesarea ~ 
~ (Ses-a-ree-a). Cornelius, who was expecting them, had called in his rela- ~ 
~ tives and close friends. As Peter entered, Cornelius went to meet him, ~ 
~ dropped to his knees before him and bowed low. Peter said as he ~ 
~ helped him to his feet, "Get up! I am only a man myself." Peter then ~ 
~ went in, talking with him all the while. He found many people assembled ~ 
~ there, and he began speaking to them thus: "You must know that it is ~ 
~ not proper for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or to have dealings with ~ 
~ him. But God has made it clear to me that no one should call any man ~ 
~ unclean or impure. That is why I have come in response to your sum- ~ 
~ mons without raising any objection. I should, of course, like to know ~ 
~ why you summoned me." Cornelius replied: "Just three days ago at this ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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+•+ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ very hour, namely three o'clock, I was praying at home when a man in ~ 
~ dazzling robes stood before me. 'Cornelius,' he said, 'your prayer has ~ 
~ been heard and your generosity remembered in God's presence. Send ~ 
~ someone to Joppa to invite Simon known as Peter to come here. He is ~ 
~ a guest in the house of Simon the leathertanner, by the sea.' [Then Cor- ~ 
~ nelius continued:] I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind ~ 
~ enough to come. All of us stand before God at this moment to hear ~ 
~ whatever directives the Lord has given you." ~ 

~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 
~ -Mid-Pentecost Wednesday- ~ 
~ Acts 14: 6-18 ~ ~ ~ 
~ In those days, Paul and Barnabas fled to the Lycaonian (Lik-a-oh-nih-an) ~ 

I" ~ towns of Lystra and Oerbe (Lis-tra and Dur-bih) and to the surrounding coun- ~ 
~ try, where they continued to proclaim the good news. ~ 

...-- ~ At Lystra there was a man who was lame from birth; he used to sit crip- ~ 
~ pled, never having walked in his life. On one occasion he was listening ~ 
~ to Paul preaching, and Paul looked directly at him and saw that he had ~ 

r- ~ the faith to be saved. Paul called out to him in a loud voice, "Stand up! ~ 
~ On your feet!" The man jumped up and began to walk around. When ~ 

,......... ~ the crowds saw what Paul had done, they cried out in Lycaonian (Lik-a- ~ 
~ oh-nih-an), "Gods have come to us in the form of men!" They named Barn- ~ 
~ abas Zeus (Zoos); Paul they called Hermes (Hur-meez), since he was the ~ 

r ~ spokesman. Even the priest of the temple of Zeus, which stood outside ~ 
~ the town, brought oxen and garlands to the gates because he wished ~ 
~ to offer sacrifice to them with the crowds. ~ 
~ ~ ~ When the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their ~ 
~ garments and rushed out into the crowd. "Friends, why do you do this?" ~ 
~ they shouted frantically. "We are only men, human like you. We are ~ 
~ bringing you the good news that will convert you from just such follies ~ 
~ as these to the living God, 'the one who made heaven and earth and the ~ 
~ sea and all that is in them.' In past ages he let the Gentiles go their way. ~ 
~ Yet in bestowing his benefits, he has not hidden himself completely, ~ 
~ without a clue. From the heavens he sends down rain and rich harvests; ~ 
~ your spirits he fills with food and delight." Yet even with a speech such ~ 
~ as this, they could scarcely stop the crowds from offering sacrifice to ~ 

~ them. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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+•+ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ THURSDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 

~ Acts 1 0: 34-43 ~ 
~ ~ ~ In those days, Peter proceeded to address [the friends and family of ~ 
~ Cornelius] in these words: "I begin to see how true it is that God shows ~ 
~ no partiality. Rather, the man of any nation who fears God and acts up- ~ 
~ rightly is acceptable to him. This is the message he has sent to the sons ~ 
~ of Israel, the good news of peace proclaimed through Jesus Christ who ~ 
~ is Lord of all. I take it you know what has been reported all over Judea ~ 
~ about Jesus of Nazareth, beginning in Galilee with the baptism John ~ 
~ preached; of the way God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and power. ~ 
~ He went about doing good works and healing all who were in the grip ~ 
~ of the devil, and God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did ~ 
~ in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him, finally, hang- ~ 
~ ing him on a tree, only to have God raise him up on the third day and ~ 
~ grant that he be seen, not by all, but only by such witnesses as had ~ -..j 

~ been chosen beforehand by God-by us who ate and drank with him ~ 
~ after he rose from the dead. He commissioned us to preach to the peo- ~ 
~ pie and to bear witness that he is the one set apart by God as judge of ~ 
~ the living and the dead. To him all the prophets testify, saying that every- ~ 
~ one who believes in him has forgiveness of sins through his name." ~ 
~ ~ I FRIDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER EASTER I 
~ Acts 1 0: 44 thru 11 : 1 0 ~ 

~ In those days, Peter had not finished these words when the Holy ~ 
~ Spirit descended upon all who were listening to Peter's message. The ~ --
~ circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter were surprised that ~ 
~ the gift of the Holy Spirit should have been poured out on the Gentiles ~ 
~ also, whom they could hear speaking in tongues and glorifying God. ~ 
~ Peter put the question at that point, "What can stop these people who ~ 
~ have received the Holy Spirit, even as we have, from being baptized ~ 
~ with water?" So he gave orders that they be baptized in the name of ~ 
~ Jesus Christ. After this was done, they asked him to stay with them for ~ 
~ a few days. ~ 
~ All through Judea the apostles and the brothers heard that Gentiles, ~ 
~ too, had accepted the word of God. As a result, when Peter went up to ~ 
~ Jerusalem some among the circumcised took issue with him, saying, ~ 
~ "You entered the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them." Peter ~ 
~ then explained the whole affair to them step by step from the begin- ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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ning: "I was at prayer in the city of Joppa (Jop-a) when, in a trance, I saw 
a vision. An object like a big canvas came down; it was lowered down 
to me from the sky by its four corners. As I stared at it I could make out 
four-legged creatures of the earth, wild beasts and reptiles, and birds 
of the sky. I listened as a voice said to me, 'Get up, Peter! Slaughter, 
then eat.' I replied: 'Not for a moment, sir! Nothing unclean or impure 
has ever entered my mouth!' A second time the voice from the heavens 
spoke out: 'What God has purified you are not to call unclean.' This 
happened three times; then the canvas with everything in it was drawn 
up again into the sky." 

SATURDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 12: 1-11 

In those days, King Herod started to harass some of the members of 
the church. He beheaded James the brother of John, and when he saw 
that this pleased certain of the Jews, he took Peter into custody too. 
During the feast of Unleavened Bread he had Peter arrested and thrown 
into prison with four squads of soldiers to guard him. Herod intended to 
bring him before the people after the Passover. Peter was thus detained 
in prison, while the church prayed fervently to God on his behalf. Dur
ing the night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, fastened with double chains, while guards kept 
watch at the door. Suddenly an angel of the Lord stood nearby and light 
shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him. "Hurry, get 
up!" the angel said. With that, the chains dropped from Peter's wrists. 
The angel said, "Put on your belt and your sandals!" This Peter did. 
Then the angel told him, "Now put on your cloak and follow me." 

Peter followed the angel out, but with no clear realization that this 
was taking place through the angel's help. The whole thing seemed to 
him a mirage. They passed the first guard, then the second, and finally 
came to the iron gate leading out to the city, which opened for them of 
itself. They emerged and made their way down a narrow alley, when 
suddenly the angel left him. Peter had recovered his senses by this time, 
and said, "Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent his angel to res
cue me from Herod's clutches and from all that the Jews hoped for." 
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ffil ffil 
~ ~ 
~ FIFTH PASCHAL SUNDAY ~ 
~ ~ 
~ -Sunday of the Samaritan Woman- ~ 
~ Acts 11 : 19-30 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ In those days, those in the community who had been dispersed by ~ 
~ the persecution that arose because of Stephen went as far as Phoeni- ~ 
~ cia, Cyprus and Antioch (Fin-nish-a, Sigh-prus and An-tee-ock), making the mes- ~ 
~ sage known to none but Jews. However, some men of Cyprus and ~ .......J 

~ Cyrene (Sigh-ree-nih) among them who had come to Antioch began to talk ~ 
~ even to the Greeks, announcing the good news of the Lord Jesus to ~ 
~ them. The hand of the Lord was with them and a great number of them ~ ___. 

~ believed and were converted to the Lord. News of this eventually ~ 
~ reached the ears of the church in Jerusalem, resulting in the sending of ~ 
~ ~ ---
~ Barnabas to Antioch. On his arrival he rejoiced to see the evidence of ~ 
~ God's favor. He encouraged them all to remain firm in their commitment ~ 
~ to the Lord, since he himself was a good man filled with the Holy Spirit ~ 
~ and faith. Thereby large numbers were added to the Lord. Then Barn- ~ 
~ abas went off to Tarsus to look for Saul; once he had found him, he ~ .......... 
~ brought him back to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church ~ 
~ and instructed great numbers. It was in Antioch that the disciples were ~ 
~ called Christians for the first time. ~ 
~ At about that time, certain prophets came down from Jerusalem to ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Antioch. One of them named Agabus (Ah-ga-bus) was inspired to stand ~ 
~ up and proclaim that there was going to be a severe famine all over the ~ 
~ world. (It did in fact occur while Claudius (Kiah-di-us) was emperor.) This ~ 
~ made the disciples determined to set something aside, each according ~ 
~ to his means, and send it to the relief of the brothers who lived in Judea. ~ 
~ They did this, dispatching it to the presbyters (pres-bi-terz) in the care of ~ 
~ Barnabas and Saul. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ MONDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ .........J 

~ ~ 
~ Acts 12: 12-17 ~ 
~ In those days, [after Peter had been miraculously freed from prison], ~ ---~ he went to the house of Mary the mother of John (also known as Mark), ~ 
~ where many others were gathered in prayer. Peter knocked at the door ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 

and a maid named Rhoda came to answer it. On recognizing his voice 
~ 

~ she was so overjoyed that she did not stop to open the door, but ran in ~ 
~ and announced that Peter was outside. "You're out of your wits," they ~ 

__. 

~ said to her, but she insisted it was true. All they could say was, "It must ~ 
~ ~ --1 
~ ~ 
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be his angel." Through all this, Peter kept on knocking. They finally 
opened the door and were astonished to see him. He motioned to them 
to be Quiet, and explained how the Lord had brought him out of prison. 
"Report this to James and the brothers," he said, then left them to go 
off to another place. 

TUESDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 12: 25 thru 13: 12 

In those days, Barnabas and Saul returned to Jerusalem upon com
pleting the relief mission, taking with them John Mark. 

•There were in the church at Antioch (An-tee-ock) certain prophets and 
teachers: Barnabas, Symeon (Sim-ih-an) known as Niger (Nigh-ger), Lucius 
of Cyrene (Loo-shas of Sigh-ree-nih), Manaen (Man-i-an) (who had been brought 
up with Herod the tetrarch), and Saul. On one occasion, while they were 
engaged in the liturgy of the Lord and were fasting, the Holy Spirit spoke 
to them: "Set apart Barnabas and Saul for me to do the work for which 
I have called them." Then, after they had fasted and prayed, they im
posed hands on Paul and Barnabas and sent them off. 

These two, sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went down to the port of 
Seleucia (Sih-loo-sha) and set sail from there for Cyprus. On their arrival in 
Salamis (Sal-a-mis) they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish syna
gogues, John accompanying them as an assistant. They traveled over 
the whole island as far as Paphos (Pay-tos), where they came across a 
Jewish magician named Bar-Jesus who posed as a prophet. He was 
attached to the court of the proconsular governor Sergius Paulus, a 
man of intelligence who had summoned Barnabas and Saul and was 
anxious to hear the word of God. But Elymas (EI-ih-mas)- "the magi
cian," for that is what his name means- opposed them and sought to 
turn the governor away from the faith. Saul (also known as Paul) was 
filled with the Holy Spirit; he stared at Elymas and exclaimed: "You are 
an impostor and a thoroughgoing fraud, you son of Satan and enemy of 
all that is right! Will you never stop trying to make crooked the straight 
paths of the Lord? The Lord's hand is upon you even now! For a time 
you shall be blind, unable so much as to see the sun." At once a misty 
darkness came over Elymas, and he groped about for someone to lead 
him by the hand. When the governor saw what had happened, he be
lieved, so impressed was he by the teaching about the lord. 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ WEDNESDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 

~ Acts 13: 13-24 ~ 
~ ~ ~ In those days, from Paphos (Pay-tos), Paul and his companions put ~ 
~ out to sea and sailed to Perga in Pamphylia (Purr-gain Pam-til-ee-a). There ~ 
~ John left them and returned to Jerusalem. They continued to travel on ~ 
; from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia (Pih-sid-ih-a). On the sabbath ; 
~ day they entered the synagogue and sat down. After the reading of the ~ 

~ law and of the prophets, the leading men of the synagogue sent this ~ 
~ message to them: "Brothers, if you have any exhortation to address to ~ __. 
~ the people, please speak up." ~ 
~ So Paul arose, motioned to them for silence, and began: "Fellow Is- ~ 
~ raelites and you others who reverence our God, listen to what I have to ~ 
~ say! The God of the people Israel once chose our fathers. He made this ~ 
~ people great during their sojourn in the land of Egypt, and with an out- ~ 
~ stretched arm he led them out of it. For forty years he put up with them ~ 
~ in the desert: then he destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan ~ 
~ (Kay-nan) to give them that country as their heritage at the end of some ~ 
~ four hundred and fifty years. later on he set up judges to rule them until ~ 
~ the time of the prophet Samuel. When they asked for a king, God gave ~ 
~ them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who ruled for forty ~ 
~ years. Then God removed him and raised up David as their king; on his ~ 
~ behalf God testified, 'I have found David son of Jesse to be a man after ~ 
~ my own heart who will fulfill my every wish.' ~ 
~ ~ ~ "According to his promise, God has brought forth from this man's de- ~ 
~ scendants Jesus, a savior for Israel. John heralded the coming of Jesus ~ 
~ by proclaiming a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel." ~ 

~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 
~ Acts 14: 20b thru 15: 4 ~ 
~ In those days, Paul left with Barnabas for Derbe (Dur-bih). After they ~ 
~ had proclaimed the good news in that town and made numerous dis- ~ 
~ Ciples, they retraced their steps to Lystra and I conium (Lis-tra and ih-ko-nih- ~ 
~ am) first, then to Antioch (An-tee-ock). They gave their disciples ~ 
~ reassurances, and encouraged them to persevere in the faith with this ~ 
~ instruction: "We must undergo many trials if we are to enter into the ~ 
~ reign of God." In each church they installed presbyters (pres-bi-terz) and, ~ 
~ with prayer and fasting, commended them to the Lord in whom they ~ 
~ had put their faith. m 
~ ~ 
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Then they passed through Pisidia (Pih-sid-ih-a) and came to Pamphylia 
(Pam-fil-ee-a). After preaching the message in Perga (Purr-ga), they went 
down to Attalia (At-a-ligh-a). From there they sailed back to Antioch, where 
they had first been commended to the favor of God for the task they had 
now completed. On their arrival, they called the congregation together 
and related all that God had helped them accomplish, and how he had 
opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. Then they spent some time 
there with the disciples. 

•Some men came down to Antioch from Judea and began to teach 
the brothers, "Unless you are circumcised according to Mosaic prac
tice, you cannot be saved." This created dissension and much contro
versy between them and Paul and Barnabas. Finally it was decided that 
Paul, Barnabas, and some others should go up to see the apostles and 
presbyters in Jerusalem about this question. 

The church saw them off and they made their way through Phoeni
cia and Samaria (Fi-nish-a and sa-mar-i-ah), telling everyone about the conver
sion of the Gentiles as they went. Their story caused great joy among 
the brothers. When they arrived in Jerusalem they were welcomed by 
that church, as well as by the apostles and the presbyters, to whom 
they reported all that God had helped them accomplish. 

FRIDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 15: 5-12 

In those days, some of the converted Pharisees then got up and de
manded that such Gentiles be circumcised and told to keep the Mo
saic law. The apostles and the presbyters (pres-bi-terz) accordingly 
convened to look into the matter. After much discussion, Peter took the 
floor and said to them: "Brothers, you know well enough that from the 
early days God selected me from your number to be the one from 
whose lips the Gentiles would hear the message of the gospel and be
lieve. God, who reads the hearts of men, showed his approval by grant
ing the Holy Spirit to them just as he did to us. He made no distinction 
between them and us, but purified their hearts by means of faith also. 
Why, then, do you put God to the test by trying to place on the shoul
ders of these converts a yoke which neither we nor our fathers were 
able to bear? Our belief is rather that we are saved by the favor of the 
Lord Jesus and so are they." At that the whole assembly fell silent. They 
listened to Barnabas and Paul as the two described all the signs and 
wonders God had worked among the Gentiles through them. 
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ffil ffil 
~ ~ 
~ ~ __j 

~ SATURDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 
~ Acts 1 5: 35-41 ~ 
~ In those days, Paul and Barnabas continued in Antioch, along with ~ 
~ ~ 
~ many others, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord. After a cer- ~ 
~ tain time Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back now and see how the ~ 
~ brothers are getting on in each of the towns where we proclaimed the ~ 
~ word of the Lord." Barnabas wanted to take along John, called Mark. ~ -.J 

~ But Paul insisted that, as Mark had deserted them at Pamphylia (Pam-til- ~ 
~ ee-a), refusing to join them on that mission, he was not fit to be taken ~ 
~ along now. The disagreement which ensued was so sharp that the two ~ 
~ separated. Barnabas took Mark along with him and sailed for Cyprus. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Paul, for his part, chose Silas to accompany him on his journey, and ~ _... 

~ in this he was commended by the brothers to the favor of the Lord. He ~ 
~ traveled throughout Syria and Cilicia (Sih-lish-a), giving the churches there ~ 
~ renewed assurance. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SIXTH PASCHAL SUNDAY ~ ....-
~ -Sunday of the Man Born Blind- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Acts 16: 16-34 ~ ......._.. 

~ In those days, while Paul and Luke were on their way to the place of ~ 
~ ~ 
~ prayer they met a slave girl who had a clairvoyant spirit. She used to ~ 
~ bring substantial profit to her masters by fortunetelling. The girl began ~ 
~ to follow Paul and the rest of them shouting, "These men are servants ~ 
~ of the Most High God; they will make known to you a way of salvation." ~ 
~ She did this for several days until finally Paul became annoyed, turned ~ 
~ around, and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ I command ~ 
~ you, come out of her!" Then and there the spirit left her. ~ 
~ When her masters saw that their source of profit was gone, they ~ 
~ ~ .......J 

~ seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the main square before the ~ 
~ local authorities. They turned them over to the magistrates with this ~ 
~ complaint: "These men are agitators disturbing the peace of our city! ~ --.J 

~ Furthermore, they are Jews, which means they advocate customs ~ 
~ which are not lawful for us Romans to adopt or practice." The crowd ~ 
~ joined in the attack on them, and the magistrates stripped them and ~ --..,j 

~ ordered them to be flogged. After receiving many lashes they were ~ 
~ thrown into prison, and the jailer was given instructions to guard them ~ 
~ well. Upon receipt of these instructions he put them in maximum secu- ~ 
~ rity, going so far as to chain their feet to a stake. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

-...J 
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- 1 I 
~ About midnight, while Paul and Silas were praying and singing ~ 
~ hymns to God as their fellow prisoners listened, a severe earthquake ~ 
~ suddenly shook the place, rocking the prison to its foundations. lm- ~ 
~ mediately all the doors flew open and everyone's chains were pulled ~ 
~ loose. The jailer woke up to see the prison gates wide open. Thinking ~ 
~ that the prisoners had escaped, he drew his sword to kill himself; but ~ 
~ Paul shouted to him, "Do not harm yourself! We are all still here." The ~ 
~ jailer called for a light, then rushed in and fell trembling at the feet of ~ 
~ Paul and Silas. After a brief interval he led them out and said, "Men, ~ 
~ what must I do to be saved?" Their answer was, "Believe in the Lord ~ 
~ Jesus and you will be saved, and all your household." They proceeded ~ 
~ to announce the word of God to him and to everyone in his house. At ~ 
~ that late hour of the night he took them in and bathed their wounds; ~ 
~ then he and his whole household were baptized. He led them up into his ~ 
~ house, spread a table before them, and joyfully celebrated with his ~ 
~ whole family his newfound faith in God. ~ 

r ~ MONDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 
~ Acts 17: 1-9 ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ In those days, Paul and Silas took the road through Amphipolis (Am- ~ 

~ tip-a-lis) and Apollonia (Ap-a-lon-ni-a) and came to Thessalonica (Thess-a-loh- ~ 
r ~ nigh-ka), where there was a Jewish synagogue. Following his usual ~ 

~ custom, Paul joined the people there and conducted discussions with ~ 
~ them about the Scriptures for three sabbaths. He explained many ~ 

r I things, showing that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead: I 
~ "This Jesus I am telling you about is the Messiah!" Some of the Jews ~ 

1 ~ were convinced and threw in their lot with Paul and Silas. So, too, did ~ 
~ a great number of Greeks sympathetic to Judaism, and numerous ~ 

r- ~ prominent women. ~ 
~ This only aroused the resentment of the Jews, however, who en- ~ 
~ gaged loafers from the public square to form a mob and start a riot in ~ 

r--" ~ the town. They marched on the house of Jason in an attempt to bring ~ 
~ Paul and Silas before the people's assembly. When they could not find ~ 

r ~ them there, they dragged Jason himself and some of the brothers to ~ 
~ the town magistrates, shouting: "These men have been creating a dis- ~ 
~ turbance all over the place. Now they come here and Jason has taken ~ 

r-" ~ them in. To a man, they disregard the Emperor's decrees and claim in- ~ 
• ~ stead that a certain Jesus is king." In this way they stirred up the crowd. ~ 

....-. ~ When the town's magistrates heard the whole story, they released ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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ffil ffil 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Jason and the others on bail. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 
~ Acts 17: 19-28a ~ 
~ ~ 
~ In those days, the Athenians (A-thin-ih-anz) led Paul off the Areopagus ~ 
~ (Ar-ih-op-ah-gus), saying, "We are curious to know what this new teaching ~ 
~ is that you propose. You are introducing subjects unfamiliar to us and ~ ....__.; 

~ we should like to know what it is all about." (Indeed, all Athenian citi- ~ 
~ zens, as well as the foreigners who live there, love nothing more than to ~ 
~ tell about or listen to something new.) ~ ___. 

~ ~ 
~ Then Paul stood up in the Areopagus (Ar-ih-op-ah-gus) and delivered this ~ 
~ address: "Men of Athens, I note that in every respect you are scrupu- ~ .....J 

~ lously religious. As I walked around looking at your shrines, I even dis- ~ 
~ covered an altar inscribed, 'To a God Unknown.' Now, what you are thus ~ 
~ worshiping in ignorance I intend to make known to you. For the God ~ -
~ who made the world and all that is in it, the Lord of heaven and earth, ~ 
~ does not dwell in sanctuaries made by human hands: nor does he re- ~ 
~ ceive man's service as if he were in need of it. Rather, it is he who gives ~ 
~ to all life and breath and everything else. From one stock he made every ~ 
~ nation of mankind to dwell on the face of the earth. It is he who set lim- ~ 
~ its to their epochs and fixed the boundaries of their regions. They were ~ 
~ ~ 
~ to seek God, yes to grope for him and perhaps eventually to find him- ~ 
~ though he is not really far from anyone of us. 'In him we live and move ~ 
~ and have our being.' " ~ 
~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 
~ Acts 18: 22-28 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ In those days, Paul landed at Caesarea (Ses-a-ree-a). He went up and ~ 
~ paid his respects to the congregation, and then went down to Antioch ~ 
~ (An-tee-ock). ~ 
~ After spending some time there he set out again, traveling system- ~ 
~ ~ __. 
~ atically through the Galatian (Ga-lay-shun) country and Phrygia (Frij-i-a) to ~ 
~ reassure all his disciples. ~ 
~ A Jew named Apollos (A-pol-as), a native of Alexandria and a man of ~ 
~ eloquence, arrived by ship at Ephesus (Et-eh-sus). He was both an author- ~ 
~ ity on Scripture and instructed in the new way of the Lord. Apollos was ~ 
~ a man full of spiritual fervor. He spoke and taught accurately about ~ 
~ Jesus, although he knew only of John's baptism. He too began to ex- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ press himself fearlessly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila (Pri- ~ 
~ sil-a and Ak-wih-la) heard him, they took him home and explained to him ~ 
~ God's new way in greater detail. He wanted to go on to Achaia (A-kay-a), ~ 
~ and so the brothers encouraged him by writing the disciples there to ~ 
~ welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly strengthened those who ~ 
~ through God's favor had become believers. He was vigorous in his pub- ~ 
~ lie refutation of the Jewish party as he went about establishing from the ~ 
m Scriptures that Jesus in the Messiah. m 

I ASCENSION THURSDAY I 
~ Acts 1 : 1 -1 2 ~ 
~ In my first account, Theophilus, (Thee-off-ih-lus) I dealt with all that Jesus ~ 
~ did and taught until the day he was taken up to heaven, having first in- ~ 

r ~ structed the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit. In the time ~ 
~ after his suffering he showed them in many convincing ways that he was ~ 

...--. ~ alive, appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking to ~ 
~ them about the reign of God. On one occasion when he met with them, ~ 
~ he told them not to leave Jerusalem: "Wait, rather, for the fulfillment of my ~ 
m Father's promise, of which you have heard me speak. John baptized with m 
~ water, but within a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." ~ 

1 
~ While they were with him they asked, "Lord, are you going to restore ~ 
~ the rule to Israel now?" His answer was: "The exact time it is not yours ~ 
~ to know. The Father has reserved that to himself. You will receive power ~ 

r ~ when the Holy Spirit comes down on you; then you are to be my wit- ~ 
~ nesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea (Joo-day-ah) and Samaria (Sa-mar-i ·ah), ~ 
~ yes, even to the ends of the earth." No sooner had he said this than he ~ 
~ was lifted up before their eyes in a cloud which took him from their sight. ~ 
~ They were still gazing up into the heavens when two men dressed in ~ 
~ white stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand ~ 
m here looking up at the skies? This Jesus who has been taken from you ~ 

r- ~ will return, just as you saw him go up into the heavens." ~ 

~ After that they returned to Jerusalem from the mount of Olivet near ~ 

...--. 1 Jerusalem. ~ 

I FRIDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK AFTER EASTER I 
,..--. ~ Acts 19: 1 -8 ~ 

~ In those days, while Apollos (A-pol-os) was in Corinth (Kor-inth), Paul ~ 
I" m passed through the interior of the country and came to Ephesus (Ef-e-sus). ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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ffil ffil 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ----l 

~ There he found some disciples to whom he put the question, "Did you ~ 
~ receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?" They answered, ~ 
~ "We have not so much as heard that there is a Holy Spirit." "Well, how ~ ........! 

~ were you baptized?" he persisted. They replied, "With the baptism of ~ 
~ John." Paul then explained, "John's baptism was a baptism of repen- ~ ....__,J 

~ tance. He used to tell the people about the one who would come after ~ 
~ him in whom they were to believe-that is, Jesus." When they heard this, ~ 
~ they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. As Paul laid his hands ~ 
~ on them, the Holy Spirit came down on them and they began to speak ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 

in tongues and to utter prophecies. There were in the company about 
~ 

~ twelve men in all. Paul entered the synagogue, and over a period of ~ 
~ three months debated fearlessly, with persuasive arguments, about the ~ 
~ kingdom of God. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ Acts 20: 7-12 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ In those days, on the first day of the week when we gathered for the ~ -...) 

~ breaking of bread, Paul preached to them. Because he intended to ~ 
~ leave the next day, he kept on speaking until midnight. As it happened, ~ 
~ there were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were assembled. ~ 
~ Paul talked on and on, and a certain young lad named Eutychus (Yoo-ta- ~ 
~ kas) who was sitting on the window-sill became drowsier and drowsier. ~ 
~ He finally went sound asleep, and fell from the third story to the ground. ~ -.J 

~ When they picked him up he was dead. Paul hurried down immediately ~ 
~ ~ 
~ and threw himself on him, clutching the boy to himself. "Don't be ~ ........... 

~ alarmed!" he said to them. "There is life in him." Afterward Paul went up- ~ 
~ stairs again, broke bread, and ate. Then he talked for a long while-until ~ 
~ his departure at dawn. To the great comfort of the people, they were ~ 

............ 

~ able to take the boy away alive. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SEVENTH PASCHAL SUNDAY ~ 
~ -Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 1st Council of Nicea- ~ 
~ ~ ._j 

~ Acts 20: 16-18a and 28-38 ~ 
~ In those days, Pau I had decided to sail past Ephesus (Et-eh-sus) so as ~ 
~ ~ 
~ not to lose time in Asia, for he was eager to get to Jerusalem by the ~ 
~ feast of Pentecost if at all possible. Paul sent word from Miletus to Eph- ~ 
~ esus (Myh-lee-tus to Ef-eh-sus), summoning the presbyters (pres-bi-terz) of that ~ 

___. 

~ church. When they came to him he delivered this address: •"Keep ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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watch over yourselves, and over the whole flock the Holy Spirit has 
given you to guard. Shepherd the church of God, which he has acquired 
at the price of his own blood. I know that when I am gone, savage 
wolves will come among you who will not spare the flock. From your 
own number, men will present themselves distorting the truth and lead
ing astray any who follow them. Be on guard, therefore. Do not forget 
that for three years, night and day, I never ceased warning you individ
ually even to the point of tears. I commend you now to the Lord, and to 
that gracious word of his which can enlarge you, and give you a share 
among all who are consecrated to him. Never did I set my heart on any
one's silver or gold or envy the way he dressed. You yourselves know 
that these hands of mine have served both my needs and those of my 
companions. I have always pointed out to you that it is by such hard 
work that you must help the weak. You need to recall the words of the 
Lord Jesus himself, who said, 'There is more happiness in giving than 
receiving."' 

After this discourse, Paul knelt down with them all and prayed. They 
began to weep without restraint, throwing their arms around him and 
kissing him, for they were deeply distressed to hear that they would 
never see his face again. Then they escorted him to the ship. 

MONDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 21: 8-14 

In those days, Paul and Luke came to Caesarea (Ses-a-ree-a). There 
they entered the home of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven, with 
whom they stayed. This man had four unmarried daughters gifted with 
prophecy. During their few days' stay, a prophet named Agabus (Ah-ga

bus) arrived from Judea. He came up to them, and taking Paul's belt, tied 
his own hands and feet with it. Then he said, "Thus says the Holy Spirit: 
'This is how the Jews in Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and 
hand him over to the Gentiles.'" Upon hearing this, both we ourselves 
and the people of Caesarea (Ses-a-ree-a) urged Paul not to proceed to 
Jerusalem. He answered with a question: "Why are you crying and 
breaking my heart in this way? For the name of the Lord Jesus I am pre
pared, not only for imprisonment, but for death, in Jerusalem." Since he 
would not be dissuaded, we said nothing further except, "The Lord's 
will be done." 
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~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Acts 21 : 26-32 ~ 
~ In those days, Paul gathered the men together and went through the ~ 
~ ~ 
~ rite of purification with them the next day. Then he entered the temple ~ _j 

~ precincts to give notice of the day when the period of purification would ~ 
~ be over, at which time the offering was to be made for each of them. ~ 
~ The seven-day period was nearing completion when some Jews ~ ....__;j 

~ from the province of Asia recognized Paul in the temple precincts and ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 

began to stir up the whole crowd there. They seized him, shouting: "Fel- ~ -.1 

~ low Israelites, help us! This is the man who is spreading his teaching ~ 
~ everywhere against our people, our law, and this sanctuary. He has even ~ 
~ brought Greeks into the temple area and thus profaned this sacred ~ 
~ place." They had seen Trophimus (Trof-ih-mus), an Ephesian (ih-fee-zhan), with ~ 
~ him in the city earlier, so they now assumed that Paul had brought him ~ 
~ into the temple. ~ 
~ Before long the whole city was in turmoil. People came running from ~ 
~ all sides. They seized Paul, dragged him outside the temple, and im- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ mediately closed its gates. Attempts were being made on his life when ~ 
~ a report reached the commander of the cohort that all Jerusalem was ~ -..;j 

~ rioting. Immediately the commander took his soldiers and centurions ~ 
~ and charged down on the rioters. As soon as the crowd caught sight of ~ 
~ him and the soldiers, they stopped assaulting Paul. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER EASTER ~ .......J ~ ~ 
~ Acts 23: 1-11 ~ 
~ In those days, Paul gazed intently at the Sanhedrin. Then he said, ~ 
~ "Brothers, to this day I have lived my life with a clear conscience before ~ 
~ God." At that, the high priest Ananias (An-a-nigh-as) ordered his attendants ~ 
~ to strike Paul on the mouth. Paul said to him in rebuttal: "You are the one ~ 
~ God will strike, you whitewashed wall! You sit there judging men ac- ~ 
~ cording to the law, yet you violate the law yourself by ordering me to be ~ 
~ ~ 
~ struck!" At this, the attendants protested, "How dare you insult God's 

~ 
~ high priest?" Paul answered: "My brothers, I did not know that he was ~ 
~ the high priest. Indeed, Scripture has it, 'You shall not curse a prince of ~ 
~ your people!' " ~ 
~ Paul, it should be noted, was aware that some of them were Sad- ~ 
~ ducees (Sad-jew-seez) and some Pharisees. Consequently he spoke out ~ 
~ before the Sanhedrin: "Brothers, I am a Pharisee and was born a Phar- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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isee. I find myself on trial now because of my hope in the resurrection 
of the dead." At these words, a dispute arose between Pharisees and 
Sadducees which divided the whole assembly. (The Sadducees, of 
course, maintain that there is no resurrection and that there are neither 
angels nor spirits, while the Pharisees believe in all these things.) A loud 
uproar ensued. Finally, some scribes of the Pharisee party arose and 
declared emphatically: "We do not find this man guilty of any crime. If 
a spirit or an angel has spoken to him .... " At this, the dispute grew worse 
and the commander feared they would tear Paul to pieces. He therefore 
ordered his troops to go down and rescue Paul from their midst and 
take him back to headquarters. That night the Lord appeared at Paul's 
side and said: "Keep up your courage! Just as you have given testi
mony to me here in Jerusalem, so must you do in Rome." 

THURSDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 25: 13-19 

In those days, King Agrippa and Bernice (A-grip-a and Ber-nees) arrived in 
Caesarea (Ses-a-ree-a) and paid Festus (Fes-tus) a courtesy call. Since they 
were to spend several days there, Festus referred Paul's case to the 
king. "There is a prisoner here," he said, "whom Felix left behind incus
tody. While I was in Jerusalem the chief priests and the elders of the 
Jews presented their case against this man and demanded his con
demnation. I replied that it was not the Roman practice to hand an ac
cused man over before he had been confronted with his accusers and 
given a chance to defend himself against their charges. When they 
came here with me, I did not delay the matter. The very next day I took 
my seat on the bench and ordered the man brought in. His accusers 
surrounded him but they did not charge him with any of the crimes I 
expected. Instead they differed with him over issues in their own reli
gion, and about a certain Jesus who had died but who Paul claimed is 
alive." 

FRIDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 27: 1 thru 28: 1 

In those days, when it was decided that we were to set sail for Italy, 
Paul and some other prisoners were handed over to a centurion named 
Julius from the cohort known as Augusta. We boarded a ship from 
Adramyttium (Ad-ra-mih-ti-am) bound for ports in the province of Asia, and 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ set sail. With us was a Macedonian (Mas-a-do-nih-an), Aristarchus (Ar-i-star- ~ 
~ kus) of Thessalonica (Thess-a-Joh-nigh-ka). The following day we put in at ~ 
~ Sidon (Sigh-don), where Julius kindly allowed Paul to visit some friends ~ 
~ who cared for his needs. Then, putting out from Sidon, we sailed around ~ 
~ the sheltered side of Cyprus because of strong headwinds. We crossed ~ 
~ the open sea off the coast of Cilicia (Sih-lish-a) and Pamphylia (Pam-til-lee- ~ 
~ a), and came to Myra in Lycia (My-ra in Lish-i-a). ~ 
~ There the centurion discovered an Alexandrian vessel bound for Italy, ~ 
~ and he ordered us aboard. For many days we made little headway, ar- ~ 
~ riving at Cnidus (Nigh-das) only with difficulty. Since the winds would not ~ 
~ permit us to continue our course, we sailed for Salmone (Sal-moh-nih) and ~ 
~ the shelter of Crete (Kreet). Again with difficulty we moved along the ~ 
~ coast to a place called Fair Havens, near the town of Lasea (La-see-a). ~ 
~ Much time had now gone by. The autumn fast was over, and with ~ 
~ the lateness of the year sailing had become hazardous. It was then that ~ 
~ Paul uttered this warning: "Men, I can see that this voyage is bound to ~ 
~ meet with disaster and heavy loss, not only to ship and cargo, but to our ~ 
~ own lives as well." However, the centurion preferred listening to the pilot ~ 
~ and the shipowner to listening to Paul. ~ I Since the harbor was not fit to pass the winter in, the majority pre- ~ 
~ ferred to put out to sea in the hope of making Phoenix (Fee-niks) and ~ 
~ spending the winter there. This was a Cretan (Kree-t'n) port exposed on ~ 
~ the southwest and the northwest. When a gentle south wind began to ~ 
~ blow, they thought they had what they were looking for, so they weighed ~ 
~ anchor and proceeded, hugging the coast of Crete. It was not long be- ~ 
~ fore a hurricane struck, the kind called a "northeaster." Since the ship ~ 
~ was caught up in it and could not head into the wind, we yielded and ~ 
~ ran before it. We passed under the lee of a small island named Cauda ~ 
~ (Koh-da) and only with difficulty were we able to gain control of the ship's ~ 
~ boat. They hoisted it aboard and then made use of cables to brace the ~ 
~ ship itself. Because of their fear that they would be driven on the reef of ~ 
~ Syrtis (Sur-tas), they lowered the small anchor used for moving the ship ~ 
~ and the ship was carried along. We were being pounded by the storm so ~ 
~ violently that the next day some of the cargo was thrown over the side. ~ 
~ On the third day they deliberately threw even the ship's gear overboard. ~ 
~ For many days neither the sun nor the stars were to be seen, so savagely ~ 
~ did the storm rage. Toward the end, we abandoned any hope of survival. ~ 

~ All hands had gone without food for a long time when Paul stood up ~ 
~ among them and said: "Men, you should have taken my advice and not ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ set sail from Crete. Then you would not have incurred this disastrous ~ 
~ loss. I urge you now to keep up your courage. None among you will be ~ 
~ lost-only the ship. Last night a messenger of the God whose man I am ~ 
~ and whom I serve, stood by me. 'Do not be afraid, Paul,' he said. 'You ~ 
~ are destined to appear before the emperor. Therefore, as a favor to you, ~ 
~ God has granted safety to all who are sailing with you. ' So keep up your ~ 

1 ~ courage, men. I trust in God that it will all work out just as I have been ~ 
~ told, though we still have to face shipwreck on some island." ~ 

~ It was the fourteenth night of the storm, and we were still being ~ 
,.. ~ driven across the Ionian (ih-oh-nee-an) Sea, when toward midnight the ~ 

~ sailors began to suspect that land was near. They took a sounding and ~ 

1 ~ found a depth of twenty fathoms; after sailing on a short distance they ~ 
~ again took a sounding and found it to be fifteen. For fear that we should ~ 
~ be dashed against some rocky coast, they dropped four anchors from ~ 
~ the stern and prayed for daylight. Then the sailors tried to abandon ship. ~ 
; Pretending that they were going to run out anchors from the bow of the ; 

1 ~ ship, they let the ship's boat down into the sea. Paul alerted the centu- ~ 
l. .. ~ rion and the soldiers to this: "If these men do not stay with the ship, ~ 

~ you have no chance to survive." At this, the soldiers cut the ropes and ~ 
~ let the boat drift. ~ 
; At dawn Paul urged all on board to take some food: "For fourteen ; 

1 ~ days you have been in constant suspense; you have gone hungry-eaten ~ 
~ nothing. Now I urge you to take some food, which will give you strength ~ 
~ to survive. Not one of you shall lose a hair of his head." When he had ~ 

r ; said this he took some bread, gave thanks to God before all of them, ; 
~ broke it, and began to eat. This gave them new courage, and they too ~ 

1 ~ had something to eat. (In all, there were two hundred and seventy-six ~ 
~ of us on board.) When they had had enough to eat, they lightened the ~ 
~ ship further by throwing the wheat overboard. ~ 

I ~ With the coming of daylight, they did not recognize the land they ~ 
~ saw. They could make out a bay with a sandy beach, however, so they ~ 

1 ~ planned to run the ship aground on it if possible. They cut loose the an- ~ 
~ chors and abandoned them to the sea. At the same time they untied ~ 

,.... ~ the guy-ropes of the rudders, hoisted the foresail into the wind, and ~ 
~ made for the beach; but the ship hit a sandbar and ran aground. The ~ 
~ bow stuck fast and could not be budged, while the stern was shattered ~ 

,...--. ; by the pounding of the sea. The soldiers thought at first of killing the ; 
~ prisoners so that none might swim away and escape; but because the ~ 
~ centurion was anxious to save Paul, he opposed their plan. Instead, he ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ r- ; 33 ; 
~ ~ 
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ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and make for 
land. The rest were to follow, on planks, or on other debris from the 
ship. In this way all came safely ashore. Once on shore, we learned that 
the island was called Malta. 

SATURDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER EASTER 

Acts 28: 1-31 

In those days, once on shore, we learned that the island was called 
Malta. The natives showed us extraordinary kindness by lighting a fire 
and gathering us all around it, for it had begun to rain and was growing 
cold. Paul had just fed the fire with a bundle of brushwood he had col
lected, when a poisonous snake, escaping from the heat, fastened itself 
on his hand. At the sight of the snake hanging from his hand, the natives 
said to one another, "This man must really be a murderer if, after his es
cape from the sea, Justice will not let him live." But Paul shook the 
snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects from the bite. They ex
pected to see him swell up or suddenly fall dead. After waiting for some 
time, however, and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they 
changed their minds and began to say that he was a god. 

In the vicinity of that place was the estate of Publius (Pub-li-us) , the 
chief figure on the island. He took us in and gave us kind hospitality for 
three days. It happened that the father of Publius was sick in bed, laid 
up with chronic fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see the man and, 
praying, laid his hands on him and cured him. After this happened, the 
rest of the sick on the island began to come to Paul and they too were 
healed. They paid us much honor, and when we eventually set sail they 
brought us provisions for our needs. 

Three months later we set sail in a ship which had passed the win
ter at the island. It was an Alexandrian vessel with the "Heavenly Twins" 
as its figurehead. We put in at Syracuse (Sir-a-kyooz) and spent three days 
there. Then we sailed around the toe and arrived at Rhegium (Ree-jih-am). 

A day later a south wind began to blow which enabled us to reach Pute
oli (Pyoo-tee-a-lih) in two days. Here we found some of the brothers, who 
urged us to stay on with them for a week. 

This is how we finally came to Rome. Certain brothers from Rome 
who heard about us came out as far as the Forum of Appius (Ap-pi-us) 

and the Three Taverns to meet us. When Paul saw them, he thanked 
God and took fresh courage. Upon our entry into Rome Paul was al-
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lowed to take a lodging of his own, although a soldier was assigned to 
keep guard over him. 

Three days later Paul invited the prominent men of the Jewish com
munity to visit him. When they had gathered he said: "My brothers, I 
have done nothing against our people or our ancestral customs; yet in 
Jerusalem I was handed over to the Romans as a prisoner. The Romans 
tried my case and wanted to release me because they found nothing 
against me deserving of death. When the Jews objected, I was forced 
to appeal to the emperor, though I had no cause to make accusations 
against my own people. This is the reason, then, why I have asked to 
see you and speak with you. I wear these chains solely because I share 
the hope of Israel." 

They replied: "We have had no letters from Judea about you, nor 
have any of the brothers arrived with a report or rumor to your discredit. 
For our part, we are anxious to hear you present your views. We know 
very well that this sect is denounced everywhere." 

With that, they arranged a day with him and came to his lodgings in 
great numbers. From morning to evening he laid the case before them, 
bearing witness to the reign of God among men. He sought to convince 
them about Jesus by appealing to the law of Moses and the prophets. 
Some, indeed, were convinced by what he said; others would not be
lieve. 

Without reaching any agreement among themselves, they began to 
leave. Then Paul added one final word: "The Holy Spirit stated it well 
when he said to your fathers through the prophet Isaiah: 'Go to this peo
ple and say: You may listen carefully yet you will never understand; you 
may look intently yet you will never see. The heart of this people has 
grown sluggish. They have scarcely used their ears to listen; their eyes 
they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes, hear with their 
ears, understand with their minds, and repent; and I should have to heal 
them.' [Paul continued in his own words:] Now you must realize that 
this salvation of God has been transmitted to the Gentiles-who will heed 
it!" 

For two full years Paul stayed on in his rented lodgings, welcoming 
all who came to him. With full assurance, and without any hindrance 
whatever, he preached the reign of God and taught about the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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~ ~ 
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~ ~ I I ~ 
~ ~ I THE EPISTLES FROM PENTECOST I ~ 
~ ~ 
~ TO GREAT LENT ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ PENTECOST SUNDAY ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Acts 2: 1 -11 ~ .__j 

~ ~ ~ When the day of Pentecost came it found the Apostles gathered in ~ ~ 
~ one place. Suddenly from up in the sky there came a noise like a strong, ~ 
~ driving wind which was heard all through the house where they were ~ 
~ seated. Tongues as of fire appeared, which parted and came to rest on ~ 
~ each of them. All were filled with the Holy Spirit. They began to express ~ ......... 
~ themselves in foreign tongues and make bold proclamation as the Spirit ~ 

~ prompted them. ~ 

~ Staying in Jerusalem at the time were devout Jews of every nation ~ 
~ under heaven. These heard the sound, and assembled in a large crowd. ~ ......_;j 

~ They were much confused because each one heard these men speak- ~ 
~ ing his own language. The whole occurrence astonished them. They ~ 
~ asked in utter amazement, "Are not all of these men who are speaking ~ ~ 
~ Galileans? How is it that each of us hears them in his native tongue? We ~ 
~ are Parthians (Par-thih-anz), Medes (Meedz), and Elamites (Eh-la-mights). We live ~ ........,j 

~ in Mesopotamia (Mes-o-po-tay-mih-a), Judea (Joo-day-ah) and Cappadocia (Kap- ~ 
~ a-do-sha), Pontus (Pon-tus), the province of Asia, Phrygia (Frij-i-a) and Pam- ~ , 
~ phylia (Pam-til-ee-a), Egypt, and the regions of Libya (Lib-ya) around Cyrene ~ ......... 
~ (Sigh-ree-nih). There are even visitors from Rome - all Jews, or those who ~ 
~ have come over to Judaism; Cretans (Kree-tanz) and Arabs too. Yet each ~ ......._. 
~ of us hears them speaking in his own tongue about the marvels God has ~ 

~ accomplished." ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
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....... 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

r- ~ -Monday of the Holy Spirit- ~ 

~ Ephesians 5: Sb-19 ~ 
r ~ Brethren: Live as children of light. Light produces every kind of good- ~ 

~ ness and justice and truth. Be correct in your judgment of what pleases ~ 
....-- ~ the Lord. Take no part in vain deeds done in darkness; rather, condemn ~ 

~ them. It is shameful even to mention the things these people do in se- ~ 
~ cret; but when such deeds are condemned they are seen in the light of ~ 
~ day, and all that then appears is light. That is why we read: "Awake, 0 ~ 
~ sleeper, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light." ~ 

....-- ~ Keep careful watch over your conduct. Do not act like fools, but like ~ 
~ thoughtful men. Make the most of the present opportunity, for these are ~ 
~ evil days. Do not continue in ignorance, but try to discern the will of the ~ 
~ Lord. Avoid getting drunk on wine; that leads to debauchery {di-bock- ~ 
~ eh·ree). Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and ~ 

_ ~ hymns and inspired songs. Sing praise to the Lord with all your hearts. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~"' ~ Romans 1 : 1 -7 and 13-17 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Greetings from Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apos- ~ 

r ~ tie and set apart to proclaim the gospel of God which he promised long ~ 
~ ago through his prophets, as the holy Scriptures record- the gospel ~ 

~"' ~ concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the ~ 
~ flesh but was made Son of God in power according to the spirit of ho- ~ 
~ liness, by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Through ~ 

,.......... ~ him we have been favored with apostleship, that we may spread his ~ 
~ name and bring to obedient faith all the Gentiles, among whom are you ~ 

r- ~ who have been called to belong to Jesus Christ. ~ 
~ To all in Rome, beloved of God and called to holiness, grace and peace ~ 
~ from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. ~ 

~ ~ My brothers, I want you to know that I have often planned to visit ~ 
~ you (though up to now I have been kept from it) in order to do some ~ 

r- ~ fruitful work among you, as I have among the other Gentiles. I am under ~ 
~ obligation to Greeks and non-Greeks, to learned and unintelligent alike. ~ 
~ That is why I am eager to preach the gospel to you Romans as well. ~ 

r- ~ I am not ashamed of the gospel. It Is the power of God leading every- ~ 
@! one who believes in it to salvation, the Jew first, then the Greek. For in @! 

r- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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+•+ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ the gospel is revealed the justice of God which begins and ends with ~ 
~ faith; as Scripture says, "The just man shall live by faith." ~ 

~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ .. ~ Romans 1: 18-27 ~ -

~ Brethren: The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against ~ 
~ the irreligious and perverse spirit of men who, in this perversity of theirs, ~ 
~ hinder the truth. In fact, whatever can be known about God is clear to ~ 
~ them; he himself made it so. Since the creation of the world, invisible re- ~ 
~ alities, God's eternal power and divinity, have become visible, recog- ~ 
~ nized through the things he has made. Therefore these men are ~ 
~ inexcusable. They certainly had knowledge of God, yet they did not glo- ~ 
~ rify him as God or give him thanks; they stultified themselves through ~ 
~ speculating to no purpose, and their senseless hearts were darkened. ~ 
~ They claimed to be wise, but turned into fools instead; they exchanged ~ --
~ the glory of the immortal God for images representing mortal man, ~ 
~ birds, beasts, and snakes. In consequence, God delivered them up in ~ 
~ their lusts to unclean practices; they engaged in the mutual degradation ~ ---J 

~ of their bodies, these men who exchanged the truth of God for a lie and ~ 
~ worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator blessed be ~ ....._... 
~ he forever, amen! God therefore delivered them up to disgraceful pas- ~ 
~ sions. Their women exchanged natural intercourse for unnatural, and ~ 
~ the men gave up natural intercourse with women and burned with lust ~ 
~ for one another. Men did shameful things with men, and thus received ~ 
~ in their own persons the penalty for their perversity. ~ -.J 

~ ~ I THURSDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Romans 1 : 28 thru 2: 9 ~ 

~ Brethren: [Perverse men] did not see fit to acknowledge God, so God ~ 
~ delivered them up to their own depraved sense to do what is unseemly. ~ 
~ They are filled with every kind of wickedness: maliciousness, greed, ill ~ 
~ will, envy, murder, bickering, deceit, craftiness. They are gossips and ~ 
~ slanderers, they hate God, are insolent, haughty, boastful, ingenious in ~ 
~ their wrongdoing and rebellious toward their parents. One sees in them ~ 
~ men without conscience, without loyalty, without affection, without pity. ~ 
~ They know God's just decree that all who do such things deserve death; ~ 
~ yet they not only do them but approve them in others. ~ _J 

~ Continued on next page ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ That is why everyone of you who judges another is inexcusable. By ~ 

r- ~ your judgment you convict yourself, since you do the very same things. ~ 
~ "We know that God's judgment on men who do such things is just." Do ~ 

:--"' ~ you suppose, then, that you will escape his judgment, you who con- ~ 
~ demn these things in others yet do them yourself? Or do you presume ~ 
~ on his kindness and forbearance? Do you not know that God's kind- ~ 

r--" ~ ness is an invitation to you to repent? In spite of this, your hard and im- ~ 
~ penitent heart is storing up retribution for that day of wrath when the ~ 
~ just judgment of God will be revealed, when he will repay every man for ~ 

,...._ ~ what he has done: eternal life to those who strive for glory, honor, and ~ 
~ immortality by patiently doing right; wrath and fury to those who self- ~ 
~ ishly disobey the truth and obey wickedness. Yes, affliction and anguish ~ 
~ will come upon every man who has done evil, the Jew first, then the ~ 
~ Greek. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ ~ Romans 2: 14-29 ~ 

~ Brethren: When Gentiles who do not have the law keep it as by in- ~ 
r ~ stinct, these men although without the law serve as a law for them- ~ 

~ selves. They show that the demands of the law are written in their ~ 
~ hearts. Their conscience bears witness together with that law, and their ~ 
~ thoughts will accuse or defend them on the day when, in accordance ~ 
~ with the gospel I preach, God will pass judgment on the secrets of men ~ 

r- ~ through Christ Jesus. ~ 
~ Let us suppose you bear the name of "Jew" and rely firmly on the law ~ 

......... ~ and pride yourself on God. Instructed by the law, you know his will and ~ 
~ are able to make sound judgments on disputed points. You feel certain ~ 
~ that you can guide the blind and enlighten those in darkness, that you ~ 
~ can discipline the foolish and teach the Simple, because in the law you ~ 
~ have at hand a clear pattern of knowledge and truth. Now then, teacher ~ 
~ of others, are you failing to teach yourself? You who preach against ~ 

,........ ~ stealing, do you steal? You who forbid adultery, do you commit adul- ~ 
~ tery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who pride yourself ~ 
~ on the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? As Scripture says, ~ 
~ "On your account the name of God is held in contempt among the Genti ~ 
~ les." ~ 

~ ~ ~ • ii!l Circumcision, to be sure, has value if you observe the law, but if you ii!l 

~ break it you might as well be uncircumcised! Again, if an uncircumcised ~ 
- ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 

r- ~ 39 ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ person keeps the precepts of the law, will he not be considered circum- ~ 
~ cised? If a man who is uncircumcised keeps the law, he will pass judg- ~ ---J 

~ ment on you who, with your written law and circumcision, break it. ~ 
~ Appearance does not make a Jew. True circumcision is not a sign in ~ 
~ the flesh. He is a real Jew who is one inwardly, and true circumcision is ~ 
~ of the heart; its source is the spirit, not the letter. Such a one receives ~ 
~ his praise, not from men, but from God. ~ 
~ ~ ~ I SATURDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Romans 1: 7b-12 ~ 
~ Brethren: Grace and peace from God our father and the Lord Jesus ~ 
~ Christ. First of all, I give thanks to my God through Jesus Christ for all ~ __... 
~ of you because your faith is heralded throughout the world. The God I ~ 
~ worship in the spirit by preaching the gospel of his Son will bear witness ~ 
~ that I constantly mention you in prayer, always pleading that somehow ~ 
~ by God's will I may at last find my way clear to visit you. For I long to see ~ 
~ and share with you some spiritual gift to strengthen you-rather, what ~ 
~ I wish is that we may be mutually encouraged by our common faith. ~ 
~ ~ I FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 1-
~ -Sunday of All Saints- ~ 

~ Hebrews 11 : 33 thru 12: 2a ~ __. 

~ Brethren: By faith [the Saints] conquered kingdoms, did what was ~ 
~ just, obtained the promises; they broke the jaws of lions, put out rag- ~ -.... 
~ ing fires, escaped the devouring sword; though weak they were made ~ 
~ powerful, became strong in battle, and turned back foreign invaders. ~ ........ 
~ Women received back their dead through resurrection. Others were tor- ~ 
~ tured and would not receive deliverance, in order to obtain a better res- ~ 
~ ~ I ~ urrection. Still others endured mockery, scourging, even chains and ~ ......-
~ imprisonment. They were stoned, sawed in two, put to death at sword's ~ 
~ point; they went about garbed in the skins of sheep or goats, needy, af- ~ 
~ flicted, tormented. The world was not worthy of them. They wandered ~ ~ 
~ about in deserts and on mountains, they dwelt in caves and in holes of ~ 
~ the earth. Yet despite the fact that all of these were approved because ~ --J 

~ of their faith, they did not obtain what had been promised. God had ~ 
~ made a better plan, a plan which included us. Without us, they were ~ 
~ not to be made perfect. ~ 
~ Therefore, since we for our part are surrounded by this cloud of wit- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 40 ~ ~ ~ ....... 



nesses, let us lay aside every encumbrance of sin which clings to usand 
persevere in running the race which lies ahead; let us keep our eyes 
fixed on Jesus, who inspires and perfects our faith. 

MONDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Romans 2: 28 thru 3: 18 

Brethren: Appearance does not make a Jew. True circumcision is not 
a sign in the flesh. He is a real Jew who is one inwardly, and true circum
cison is of the heart; its source is the spirit, not the letter. Such a one re
ceives his praise, not from men, but from God. 

What is the advantage, then, of being a Jew, and what value is there 
in circumcision? The answer is, much in every respect. First of all, the 
Jews were entrusted with the words of God. You may ask, what if some 
of them have not believed? Will not their unbelief put an end to God's 
faithfulness? Of course not! God must be proved true even though every 
man be proved a liar, so that, as Scripture says, "You shall be vindi
cated in what you say, and win out when you are judged." But if our 
wrongdoing provides proof of God's justice, what are we to say? "Is not 
God unjust when he inflicts punishment?" (I speak in a merely human 
way.) Assuredly not! If that were so, how could God judge the world? 
Another question: If my falsehood brings to light God's truth and thus 
promotes his glory, why must I be condemned as a sinner? Or why may 
we not do evil that good may come of it? This is the very thing that 
some slanderously accuse us of teaching; but they will get what they 
deserve. 

Well, then, do we find ourselves in a position of superiority? Not en
tirely. We have already brought the charge against Jews and Greeks 
alike that they are under the domination of sin. It is as Scripture says: 
"There is no just man, not even one; there is no one who understands, 
no one in search of God. All have taken the wrong course, all alike have 
become worthless; not one of them acts uprightly, no, not one. Their 
throats are open tombs; they use their tongues to deceive; the venom 
of asps lies behind their lips. Their mouths are full of curses and bitter
ness. Swiftly run their feet to shed blood; ruin and misery strew their 
course. The path of peace is unknown to them; the fear of God is not 
before their eyes." 
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TUESDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Romans 4: 4-1 2 

Brethren: When a man works, his wages are not regarded as a favor 
but as his due. But when a mar, does nothing, yet believes in him who 
justifies the sinful, his faith is credited as justice. Thus David congratu
lates the man to whom God credits justice without requiring deeds 
[when he says]: "Blest are they whose iniquities are forgiven, whose 
sins are covered over. Blest is the man to whom the Lord imputes no 
guilt." 

Does this blessedness apply only to the circumcised, or to the un
circumcised as well? For we say that Abraham's faith was "credited as 
justice." What were the circumstances in which it was credited? Was it 
after he was circumcised or before? It was before. In fact, he received 
the sign of circumcision as a seal attesting to the justice received 
through faith while he was still uncircumcised. Thus he was to be the fa
ther of all the uncircumcised who believe, so that for them too faith 
might be credited as justice, as well as the father of those circumcised 
who are not merely so but who follow the path of faith which Abraham 
walked while still uncircumcised. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Romans 4: 13-25 

Brethren: Certainly the promise made to Abraham and his descen
dants that they would inherit the world did not depend on the law; it 
was made in view of the justice that comes from faith. If only those who 
observe the law are heirs, then faith becomes an empty word and the 
promise loses its meaning. Indeed, the law serves only to bring down 
wrath, for where there is no law there is no transgression. Hence, all 
depends on faith, everything is grace. Thus the promise holds true for 
all Abraham's descendants, not only for those who have the law but for 
all who have his faith. He is father of us all, which is why Scripture says, 
"I have made you father of many nations." Yes, he is our father in the 
sight of God in whom he believed, the God who restores the dead to life 
and calls into being those things which had not been. Hoping against 
hope, Abraham believed and so became the father of many nations, 
just as it was once told him, "Numerous as this shall your descendants 
be." Without growing weak in faith he thought of his own body, which 
was as good as dead (for he was nearly a hundred years old), and [he 

42 



....... 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ thought] of the dead womb of Sarah. Yet he never questioned or ~ 
~ doubted God's promise; rather, he was strengthened in faith and gave ~ 
~ glory to God, fully persuaded that God would do whatever he had prom- ~ 
~ ised. Thus his faith was credited to him as justice. ~ 

1 ~ The words, "It was credited to him," were not written with him alone ~ 
~ in view; they were intended for us too. For our faith will be credited to ~ 

r ~ us also if we believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, ~ 
~ the Jesus who was handed over to death for our sins and raised up for ~ 

~ our justification. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

I ~ Romans 5:10-16 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Brethren: If, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to ~ 
~ him by the death of his Son, it is all the more certain that we who have ~ 
~ been reconciled will be saved by his life. Not only that; we go so far as ~ 

,...._ ~ to make God our boast through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom ~ 
~ we have now received reconciliation. ~ 
~ ~ ~ Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world and with sin ~ 
~ death, death thus coming to all men inasmuch as all sinned - before ~ 
~ the law there was sin in the world, even though sin is not imputed when ~ 

,...._ ~ there is no law -I say, from Adam to Moses death reigned, even over ~ 
~ those who had not sinned by breaking a precept as did Adam, that type ~ 
~ of the man to come. ~ - I But the gift is not like the offense. For if by the offense of the one man I 
~ all died, much more did the grace of God and the gracious gift of the ~ 

........... ~ one man, Jesus Christ, abound for all. The gift is entirely different from ~ 
~ the sin committed by the one man. In the first case, the sentence fol- ~ 
~ lowed upon one offense and brought condemnation, but in the second, ~ 

,......... ~ the gift came after many offenses and brought acquittal. ~ 

~ ~ 
,.._ ~ FRIDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Romans 5: 17 thru 6: 2 ~ 
- ~ ~ . . ~ Brethren: If death began its reign through one man because of his of- ~ 

~ fense, much more shall those who receive the overflowing grace and ~ 
~ gift of justice live and reign through the one man, Jesus Christ. ~ 

__, ~ To sum up, then: just as a single offense brought condemnation to ~ 
____ ~ all men, a single righteous act brought all men acquittal and life. Just as ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ --....1 

~ through one man's disobedience all became sinners, so through one ~ 
~ man's obedience all shall become just. ~ 
~ The law came in order to increase offenses; but despite the increase ~ 
~ of sin, grace has far surpassed it, so that, as sin reigned through death, ~ 
~ grace may reign by way of justice leading to eternal life, through Jesus ~ 
~ ~ 

....__. 

~ Christ our Lord. ~ 
~ What, then, are we to say? "Let us continue in sin that grace may ~ ---' 

~ abound?" Certainly not! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ ---' 

~ ~ 
~ Romans 3: 19-26 ~ 
~ Brethren: We know that everything the law says is addressed to ~ -
~ those who are under its authority. This means that every mouth is si- ~ 
~ lenced and the whole world stands convicted before God, since no one ~ ---J ~ will be justified in God's sight through observance of the law; the law ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 

does nothing but point out what is sinful. 
~ 

~ But now the justice of God has been manifested apart from the law, ~ -
~ even though both law and prophets bear witness to it - that justice of ~ 
~ God which works through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. All ~ 
~ men have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God. All men are now ~ 
~ undeservedly justified by the gift of God, through the redemption ~ 
~ wrought in Christ Jesus. Through his blood, God made him the means ~ ___. 

~ of expiation for all who believe. He did so to manifest his own justice, ~ 
~ for the sake of remitting sins committed in the past - to manifest his ~ 
~ ~ --....1 

~ 
justice in the present, by way of forbearance, so that he might be just ~ 

~ and might justify those who believe in Jesus. ~ 
~ ~ 

--....1 

~ SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ Romans 2: 1 0-16 ~ --J 

~ ~ 
~ Brethren: There will be glory, honor, and peace for everyone who has ~ 
~ done good, likewise the Jew first, then the Greek. With God there is no ~ -..J 

~ favoritism. ~ 
~ Sinners who do not have the law will perish without reference to it; ~ 
~ sinners bound by the law will be judged in accordance with it. For it is ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 

not those who hear the law who are just in the sight of God; it is those ~ 
~ who keep it who will be declared just. When Gentiles who do not have ~ ~ 
~ the law keep it as by instinct, these men although without the law serve ~ 
~ ~ --.... 
~ ~ 
~ 44 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ as a law for themselves. They show that the demands of the law are ~ 
~ written in their hearts. Their conscience bears witness together with ~ 
~ that law, and their thoughts will accuse or defend them on the day ~ 
~ when, in accordance with the gospel I preach, God will pass judgment ~ 

r--- ~ on the secrets of men through Christ Jesus. ~ 
~ ~ ,_ I MONDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Romans 7: 1-13 ~ 

,_ ~ Brethren: Are you not aware (I am speaking to men who know what ~ 
~ law is), that the law has power over a man only so long as he lives? For ~ 

,........... ~ example, a married woman is bound to her husband by law while he ~ 
~ lives, but if he dies she is released from the law regarding husbands. ~ 

· ~ She will be called an adulteress if, while her husband is still alive, she ~ 
,........... ~ gives herself to another. But if her husband dies she is freed from that ~ 

~ law, and does not commit adultery by consorting with another man. In ~ 
...-. ~ the same way, my brothers, you died to the law through the body of ~ 

~ Christ, that you might belong to that Other who was raised from the ~ 
~ dead, so that we might bear fruit for God. When we were in the flesh, ~ 

,_ ~ the sinful passions roused by the law worked in our members and we ~ 

~ bore fruit for death. Now we have been released from the law -for we ~ 
~ have died to what bound us - and we serve in the new spirit, not the ~ 

- ~ ~ , · ~ antiquated letter. ~ 

~ What follows from what I have said? That the law is same as sin? ~ 
,....-- ~ Certainly not! Yet it was only through the law that I came to know sin. I ~ 

~ should never have known what evil desire was unless the law had said, ~ 
~ "You shall not covet." Sin seized that opportunity; it used the command- ~ 

r ~ ment to rouse in me every kind of evil desire. Without law sin is dead, ~ 
~ and at first I lived without law. Then the commandment came; with it sin ~ 

,_ ~ came to life, and I died. The commandment that should have led to life ~ 
~ brought me death. Sin found its opportunity and used the command- ~ 
~ ment: first to deceive me, then to kill me. Yet the law is holy and the ~ 

,_ ~ commandment is holy and just and good. ~ 
~ Did this good thing then become death for me? Not that either! ~ 

............ ~ Rather, sin, in order to be seen clearly as sin, used what was good to ~ 
~ bring about my death. It did so that, by misusing the commandment, sin ~ 
~ might go to the limit of sinfulness. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Romans 7: 14 thru 8: 2 ~ 
~ ~ ........... 

~ Brethren: We know that the law is spiritual, whereas I am weak flesh ~ 
~ sold into the slavery of sin. I cannot even understand my own actions. ~ 
~ I do not do what I want to do but what I hate. When I act against my own ~ 

........... 

~ will, by that very fact I agree that the law is good. This indicates that it ~ 
~ is not I who do it but sin which resides in me. I know that no good dwells ~ ..........;, 

~ in me, that is, in my flesh; the desire to do right is there but not the ~ 
~ power. What happens is that I do, not the good I will to do, but the evil ~ 
~ I do not intend. But if I do what is against my will, it is not I who do it, ~ ........... 

~ but sin which dwells in me. This means that even though I want to do ~ 
~ what is right, a law that leads to wrongdoing is always ready at hand. ~ 
~ ~ ..........J 

~ 
My inner self agrees with the law of God, but I see in my body's mem- ~ 

~ bers another law at war with the law of my mind; this makes me the ~ 
~ prisoner of the law of sin in my members. What a wretched man I am! ~ --I 

~ Who can free me from this body under the power of death? All praise ~ 
~ to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord! So with my mind I serve the law ~ 
~ of God but with my flesh the law of sin. ~ 

........... 

~ There is no condemnation now for those who are in Christ Jesus. ~ 
~ The law of the spirit, the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, has freed you from ~ 
~ the law of sin and death. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Romans 8: 2-13 ~ 
~ ~ ..........J 

~ Brethren: The law of the spirit, the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, has ~ 
~ freed you from the law of sin and death. The law was powerless because ~ 
~ of its weakening by the flesh. Then God sent his Son in the likeness of ~ 
~ sinful flesh as a sin offering, thereby condemning sin in the flesh, so that ~ 
~ the just demands of the law might be fulfilled in us who live, not accord- ~ ........... 
~ ing to the flesh, but according to the spirit. Those who live according to ~ 
~ the flesh are intent on the things of the flesh, those who live according ~ 
~ to the spirit, on those of the spirit. The tendency of the flesh is toward ~ ........... 

~ death but that of the spirit toward life and peace. The flesh in its ten- ~ 
~ dency is at enmity with God; it is not subject to God's law. Indeed, it can- ~ 
~ not be; those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in ~ -..........! 

~ ~ 
~ 

the flesh; you are in the spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. If 
~ 

~ anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. ~ .......... 

~ If Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, while the spirit lives ~ 
~ ~ ......_.,; 

~ ~ 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ because of justice. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead ~ 

r- ~ dwells in you, then he who raised Christ from the dead will bring your ~ 
~ mortal bodies to life also, through his Spirit dwelling in you. ~ 
~ We are debtors, then, my brothers- but not to the flesh, so that we ~ 

r--- ~ should live according to the flesh. If you live according to the flesh, you ~ 
~ will die; but if by the spirit you put to death the evil deeds of the body, ~ 

~ ~ you will live. ~ 
~ ~ r--- 1 THURSDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Romans 8: 22-27 ~ 

,-. ~ Brethren: We know that all creation groans and is in agony even until ~ 
~ now. Not only that, but we ourselves, although we have the Spirit as ~ 
~ first fruits, groan inwardly while we await the redemption of our bodies. ~ 

r- ~ In hope we were saved. But hope is not hope if its object is seen; how ~ 
~ is it possible for one to hope for what he sees? And hoping for what we ~ 

~ ~ cannot see means awaiting it with patient endurance. ~ 
~ The Spirit too helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to ~ 
~ pray as we ought; but the Spirit himself makes intercession for us with ~ 
~ groanings that cannot be expressed in speech. He who searches hearts ~ 
~ knows what the Spirit means, for the Spirit intercedes for the saints as ~ 

,_...., ~ God himself wills. ~ 
~ ~ 

r--" I FRIDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Romans 9: 6-18 ~ 
~ Brethren: It is not that God's word has failed. For not all Israelites ~ 

,........ ~ are true Israelites nor are all Abraham's descendants his children, but ~ 
~ as Scripture says, "Through Isaac shall your descendants be called." ~ 

~ ~ That means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children ~ 
~ of God; it is the children of the promise who are to be considered de- ~ 
~ scendants. And this was the promise: "I will return at this time, and ~ 

,........ ~ Sarah shall have a son." Not only that; for when Rebekah had conceived ~ 
~ twin children by one man, our father Isaac-while they were yet unborn ~ 

,....... ~ and had done neither good nor evil, in order that God's decree might ~ 
~ stand fast "not by works but by the favor of him who calls" -God said ~ 
~ to her, "The older shall serve the younger." It is just as Scripture says, ~ 
~ "I have loved Jacob and hated Esau." What are we to say, then? That ~ 
~ God is unjust? Not at all! He says to Moses, "I will show mercy to ~ 

,_...., ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

,....... ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ........J 
~ whomever I choose; I will have pity on whomever I wish." So it is not a ~ 
~ Question of man's willing or doing but of God's mercy. Scripture says to ~ 
~ Pharoah, "This is why I might be proclaimed throughout all the earth." ~ --J 

~ In other words, God has mercy on whom he wishes, and whom he ~ 
~ wishes he makes hardhearted. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ -..ol 

~ Romans 3: 28 thru 4: 3 ~ 
~ Brethren: We hold that a man is justified by faith apart from obser- ~ 
~ vance of the law. Does God belong to the Jews alone? Is he not also the ~ .......... 

~ God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles too. It is the same God who ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 

justifies the circumcised and the uncircumcised on the basis of faith. ~ --J 

~ Are we then abolishing the law by means of faith? Not at all! On the ~ 
~ contrary, we are confirming the law. ~ 
~ What, then, shall we say of Abraham, our ancestor according to the ~ 
~ flesh? Certainly if Abraham was justified by his deeds he has grounds ~ 
~ for boasting, but not in God's view; for what does Scripture say? "Abra- ~ .......... 
~ ham believed God, and it was credited to him as justice." ~ 
~ ~ 
~ THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Romans 5:1-10 ~ 
~ Brethren: Now that we have been justified by faith, we are at peace ~ ...__. 

~ ~ 
~ with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have gained ~ 
~ access by faith to the grace in which we now stand, and we boast of our ~ ........... 

~ hope for the glory of God. But not only that- we even boast of our af- ~ 
~ flictions! We know that affliction makes for endurance, and endurance ~ 
~ for tested virtue, and tested virtue for hope. And this hope will not leave ~ 

............. 

~ us disappointed, because the love of God has been poured out in our ~ 
~ hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. At the ap- ~ ........... 

~ pointed time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for us godless ~ 
~ men. It is rare that anyone should lay down his life for a just man, though ~ 
~ it is barely possible that for a good man someone may have the courage ~ .......... 

~ to die. It is precisely in this that God proves his love for us: that while ~ 
~ we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Now that we have been justi- ~ 
~ ~ ---l 

~ fied by his blood, it is all the more certain that we shall be saved by him ~ 
~ from God's wrath. For if, when we were God's enemies, we were recon- ~ 
~ ciled to him by the death of his Son, it is all the more certain that we who ~ 
~ have been reconciled will be saved by his life. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

..-- ~ Romans 9: 18-33 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: God has mercy on whom he wishes, and whom he wishes ~ 
~ he makes hardhearted. You will say to me, "Why, then, does he find ~ 
~ fault? For who can oppose his will?" Friend, who are you to answer God ~ 

r--- ~ back? Does something molded say to its molder, "Why did you make ~ 
~ me like this?" Does not a potter have the right to make from the same ~ 
~ lump of clay one vessel for a lofty purpose and another for a humble ~ 

1 ~ one? What if God, wishing to show his wrath and make known his ~ 
~ power, has endured with much patience vessels fit for wrath, ready to ~ 
~ be destroyed, and did so in order to make known the riches of his glory ~ 
~ toward the vessels for mercy-which he prepared for glory-1 am ~ 
~ speaking about us whom he called, not only from among the Jews, but ~ 

.- ~ from among the Gentiles. ~ 
~ As it says in the Book of Hosea (Ho-zay-a): "Those who were not my ~ 
~ people I will call 'my people,' and those who were not loved I will call ~ 
~ 'Beloved'; in the very place where it was said to them, 'You are not my ~ 
~ people,' but they shall be called sons of the living God." Isaiah cries ~ 
~ out, referring to Israel, "Though the number of the Israelites should be ~ 
~ as the sands of the sea, only the remnant will be saved, for quickly and ~ 
~ decisively will the Lord execute sentence upon the earth." It is just as ~ 
~ Isaiah predicted: "Unless the Lord of hosts had left us a remnant, we ~ 
~ should have become as Sodom (Sawd-uhm), we should be like Gmorrah ~ 
~ (Gah-more-ah)." ~ 

~ How, then, shall we put it? That the Gentiles, who were not seeking ~ 
r--- ~ justice, attained it -the justice which comes from faith - while Israel, ~ 

~ seeking a law from which justice would come, did not arrive at that law? ~ 
~ And why did it not? Because justice comes from faith, not from works. ~ 

r- ~ They stumbled over the stumbling stone, as Scripture says: "Behold, I ~ 
~ am placing in Zion a stone to make men stumble and a rock to make ~ 
~ them fall; but he who believes in him will not be put to shame." ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ Romans 1 0: 11 thru 11 : 2a ~ 

~ Brethren: Scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to ~ 
.-- ~ shame." Here there is no difference between Jew and Greek; all have ~ 
· ~ the same Lord, rich in mercy toward all who call upon him. [Scripture ~ 

~ says:] "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 49 ~ ~ ~ 
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But how shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And 
how can they believe unless they have heard of him? And how can they 
hear unless there is someone to preach? And how can men preach un
less they are sent? Scripture says, "How beautiful are the feet of those 
who announce good news!" But not all have believed the gospel. Isa
iah asks, "Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?" Faith, 
then, comes through hearing, and what is heard is the word of Christ. I 
ask you, have they not heard? Certainly they have, for the Psalmist says, 
"their voice has sounded over the whole earth, and their words to the 
limits of the world." I put the Question again, did Israel really not under
stand? First of all, Moses says, "I will make you jealous of those who are 
not even a nation; with a senseless nation I will make you angry." Then 
Isaiah says boldly, "I was found by those who were not seeking me; to 
those who were not looking for me I revealed myself." But of Israel Isa
iah says, "All day long I stretched out my hands to an unbelieving and 
contentious people." 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? Of course not! I myself am 
an Israelite, descended from Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. No, 
God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Romans 11: 2b-12 

Brethren: Do you not know what Scripture says about Elijah, how he 
pleaded with God against Israel? "Lord, they have killed your prophets, 
they have torn down your altars; I alone am left and they are seeking my 
life." How does God answer him? "I have left for myself seven thousand 
men who have not bowed the knee to Baal (Bay-al)." Just so, in the pres
ent time there is a remnant chosen by the grace of God. But if the 
choice is by grace, it is not because of their works - otherwise grace 
would not be grace. What then are we to say? Just this: Israel did not ob
tain what she was seeking, but those who were chosen did. The rest be
came blind, as Scripture says: "God gave them a spirit of stupor; blind 
eyes and deaf ears, and it is so to this day." David says: "Let their table 
become a snare and a trap, a stumbling stone and a retribution: let their 
eyes be darkened so that they may not see. Bow down their back for
ever." 

I further ask, does their stumbling mean that they are forever fallen? 
Not at all! Rather, by their transgression salvation has come to the Gen-
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tiles to stir Israel to envy. But if their transgression and their diminish
ing have meant riches for the Gentile world, how much more their full 
number! 

THURSDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Romans 11 : 13-24 

Brethren: I say this now to you Gentiles: Inasmuch as I am the apos
tle of the Gentiles, I glory in my ministry, trying to rouse my fellow Jews 
to envy and save some of them. For if their rejection has meant recon
ciliation for the world, what will their acceptance mean? Nothing less 
than life from the dead! If the first fruits are consecrated, so too is the 
whole mass of dough, and if the root is consecrated, so too are the 
branches. If some of the branches were cut off and you, a branch of 
the wild olive tree, have been grafted in among the others and have 
come to share in the rich root of the olive, do not boast against the 
branches. If you do boast, remember that you do not support the root; 
the root supports you. You will say, "Branches were cut off that I might 
be grafted in." Well and good. They were cut off because of unbelief 
and you are there because of faith. Do not be haughty on that account, 
but fearful. If God did not spare the natural branches, he will certainly 
not spare you. 

Consider the kindness and the severity of God- severity toward 
those who fell, kindness toward you, provided you remain in his kind
ness; if you do not, you too will be cut off. And if the Jews do not remain 
in their unbelief they will be grafted back on, for God is able to do this. 
If you were cut off from the natural wild olive and, contrary to nature, 
were grafted into the cultivated olive, so much the more will they who 
belong to it by nature be grafted into their own olive tree. 

FRIDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Romans 11 : 25-36 

Brethren: I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery lest you be 
conceited: blindness has come upon part of Israel until the full number 
of Gentiles enter in, and then all Israel will be saved. As Scripture says: 
"Out of Zion will come the deliverer who shall remove all impiety from 
Jacob; and this is the covenant I will make with them when I take away 
their sins." In respect to the gospel, the Jews are enemies of God for 
your sake; in respect to the election, they are beloved by him because 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ of the patriarchs. God's gifts and his call are irrevocable. ~ 

~ Just as you were once disobedient to God and now have received ~ 
~ mercy through their disobedience, so they have become disobedient ~ 
~ - since God wished to show you mercy - that they too may receive ~ 
~ mercy. God has imprisoned all in disobedience that he might have ~ ..__. 
~ mercy on all. ~ 

~ How deep are the riches and the wisdom and the knowledge of God! ~ 
~ How inscrutable his judgments, now unsearchable his ways! For, [Scrip- ~ ._.. 
~ ture says:] :who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his ~ 
~ counselor? Who has given him anything so as to deserve return?: For ~ -.J 

~ from him and through him and for him all things are. To him be glory ~ 
fi!l forever. Amen. fi!l 

~ ~ I SATURDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Romans 6: 11-17 ~ .......... 

~ Brethren: You must consider yourselves dead to sin but alive for God ~ 
~ in Christ Jesus. Do not, therefore, let sin rule your mortal body and make ~ 
~ you obey its lusts; no more shall you offer the members of your body to ~ 
~ sin as weapons for evil. Rather, offer yourselves to God as men who ~ 
~ have come back from the dead to life, and your bodies to God as ~ .......... 
~ weapons for justice. Sin will no longer have power over you; you are ~ 
~ now under grace, not under the law. ~ 
~ What does all this lead to? Just because we are not under the law ~ 
~ but under grace, are we free to sin? By no means! You must realize that, ~ i when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are the i 
~ slaves of the one you obey, whether yours is the slavery of sin, which ~ 
~ leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to justice. Thanks be to ~ 
~ God, though once you were slaves of sin, you sincerely obeyed that ~ 
~ rule of teaching which was imparted to you. ~ _. 

I FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Romans 6: 18-23 ~ 
~ Brethren: Freed from your sin, you became slaves of justice. (I use ~ 
~ ~ . fi!l the following example from human affairs because of your weak human fi!l -

~ nature.) Just as formerly you enslaved your bodies to impurity and licen- ~ 
~ tiousness for their degradation, make them now the servants of justice ~ 
~ for their sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you had freedom ~ ......... 
~ from justice. What benefit did you then enjoy? Things you are now ~ 

~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ashamed of, all of them tending toward death. But now that you are ~ 

..-- ~ freed from sin and have become slaves of God, your benefit is sancti- ~ 
~ fication as you tend toward eternal life. The wages of sin is death, but ~ 
~ the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ MONDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ Romans 12: 4-5, and 15-21 ~ 

~ Brethren: Just as each of us has one body with many members, and ~ 
~ ~ not all the members have the same function, so too we, though many, ~ 

~ are one body in Christ and individually members one of another. ~ 

.....-- ~ Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Have ~ 
~ the same attitude toward all. Put away amibitious thoughts and asso- ~ 
~ ciate with those who are lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. ~ 

.....-- ~ Never repay injury with injury. See that your conduct is honorable in the ~ 
~ eyes of all. If possible, live peaceably with everyone. Beloved, do not ~ 

,._ ~ avenge yourselves; leave that to God's wrath, for it is written: ~ 
~ "'Vengeance is mine; I will repay,' says the Lord." But "if your enemy is ~ 
~ hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; by doing ~ 

~ ~ this you will heap burning coals upon his head." Do not be conquered ~ 
~ by evil but conquer evil with good. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Romans 14:9-18 ~ 
r ~ ~ ~ Brethren: Christ died and came to life again, that he might be Lord ~ 

~ of both the dead and the living. But you, how can you sit in judgment ~ 
~ on your brother? Or you, how can you look down on your brother? We ~ 
~ shall all have to appear before the judgment seat of God. It is written, ~ 
~ "As surely as I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bend before me and ~ 
~ every tongue shall give praise to God." ~ 
~ Everyone of us will have to give an account of himself before God. ~ 

r- ~ Therefore we must no longer pass judgment on one another. I nstead ~ 
~ you should resolve to put no stumbling block or hindrance in your ~ 
~ brother's way. I know with certainty on the authority of the Lord Jesus ~ 
~ that nothing is unclean in itself; it is only when a man thinks something ~ 
~ unclean that it becomes so for him. If, then, your brother feels remorse ~ 

...--. ~ for the food he has eaten, you have ceased to follow the rule of love. ~ 
~ You must not let the food you eat bring to ruin him for whom Christ died; ~ 
~ neither may you allow your privilege to become an occasion for bias- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ---~ phemy. The kingdom of God is not a matter of eating or drinking, but of ~ 
~ justice, peace, and the joy that is given by the Holy Spirit. Whoever ~ 
~ serves Christ in this way pleases God and wins the esteem of men. ~ _J 

~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ ---
~ Romans 15:7-16 ~ 
~ Brethren: Accept one another, then, as Christ accepted you, for the I .__.... 
I glory of God. Yes, I affirm that Christ became the servant of the Jews ~ I because of God's faithfulness in fulfilling the promises to the patriarchs, I I whereas the Gentiles glorify God because of his mercy. As Scripture I -.J 

I has it, "Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles and I will sing to I I I I your name." Again, "Rejoice, 0 Gentiles, with his people." And, "Praise I I the Lord, all you Gentiles and Sing his glory, all you peoples." Once I I more, Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse (Jes-ih) will appear, he who will rise I 
~ up to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles will find hope." So may God, ~ I the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace in believing so that I I through the power of the Holy Spirit you may have hope in abundance. I 
~ ~ 

__. 
I am convinced, my brothers, that you are filled with goodness, that I you have complete knowledge, and that you are able to give advice to I I one another. Yet I have written to you rather boldly in parts of this let- I ---..1 

I I I ter by way of reminder. I take this liberty because God has given me I I the grace to be a minister of Christ Jesus among the Gentiles, with the I -.J 

I priestly duty of preaching the gospel of God so that the Gentiles may I I be offered up as a pleasing sacrifice, consecrated by the Holy Spirit. I I I ........J 

I THURSDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I I Romans 15: 17-29 I I ~ I Brethren: This means I can take glory in Christ Jesus for the work I I I have done for God. I will not dare to speak of anything except what I I Christ has done through me to win the Gentiles to obedience by word I I and deed, with mighty signs and marvels, by the power of God's Spirit. I I As a result, I have completed preaching the gospel of Christ from I ...._..; 

I Jerusalem all the way around to lllyria (ih-lir-ih-a). It has been a point of I I honor with me never to preach in places where Christ's name was al- I I I I ready known, for I did not want to build on a foundation laid by another I I but rather to fulfill the words of Scripture, "They who received no word I I of him will see him, and they who have never heard will understand." I I That is why I have so often been hindered from visiting you. Now I I I I I I I 54 I ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ have no more work to do in these regions, and I continue to cherish the ~ 
r-- ~ desire to visit you which I have had for many years. As soon as I can set ~ 

~ out for Spain, I hope to see you in passing; I trust that you will send me ~ 
~ on my journey only after I have had the joy of being with you for a little ~ 

r-- ~ while. Just now I am leaving for Jerusalem to bring assistance to the ~ 
~ saints. Macedonia (Mas-a-do-nih-a) and Achaia (A-kay-ah) have kindly decided ~ 

.-- ~ to make a contribution for those in need among the saints in Jerusalem. ~ 
~ They did so of their own accord, yet they are also under obligation. For ~ 
~ if the Gentiles have shared in the spiritual blessings of the Jews, they ~ 

- ~ ought to contribute to their temporal needs in return. When I have fin- ~ 
~ ished my task and have safely handed over this contribution to them, I ~ 

,...._ ~ shall set out for Spain, passing through your midst on the way. I am cer- ~ 
~ tain that when I do visit you, I shall come with Christ's full blessing. ~ 

~ ~ 
r- ~ FRIDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
. . ~ ~ 

@! Romans 16: 1 -1 6 @! 

- ~ ~ ~ Brethren: I commend to you our sister Phoebe (Fee-bih), who is a ~ 
~ deaconess of the church of Cenchreae (Seng-kreh-ee). Please welcome ~ 

r-- ~ her in the Lord, as saints should. If she needs help in anything, give it ~ 
~ to her, for she herself has been of help to many, including myself. ~ 

,...._ ~ Give my greetings to Prisca (Pris-ka) and Aquila (Ak-wih-la); they were ~ 
~ my fellow workers in the service of Christ Jesus and even risked their ~ 
~ lives for the sake of mine. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles ~ 

,......... ~ are grateful to them. Remember me also to the congregation that meets ~ 
~ in their house. Greetings to my beloved Epaenetus (lh-pee-na-tas); he is the ~ 

,..._ ~ first offering that Asia made to Christ. My greetings to Mary, who has ~ 
~ worked hard for you, and to Andronicus (An-dron-ih-kus) and Junias (Joo-nih- ~ 
~ as) my kinsmen and fellow prisoners; they are outstanding apostles, and ~ 

_ ~ they were in Christ even before I was. Greetings to Ampliatus (Am-plih-ay- ~ 
~ tas) who is dear to me in the Lord; to Urbanus (Ur-bay-nus), our fellow ~ 
~ worker in the service of Christ; and to my beloved Stachys (Stay-kis) . ~ 

r- ~ Greetings to Apelles (A-pell-iz), who proved himself in Christ's service, ~ 
~ and to all who belong to the household of Aristobulus (Ar-i-stob-yuh-las). ~ 

.-- ~ Greetings to my kinsman Herodion (Hi-roh-dih-an) and to the members of ~ 
~ the household of Narcissus (Nar-sis-us) who are in the Lord. Greetings, ~ 
~ too, to Tryphaena (Try-tee-na) and Tryphosa (Try-toh-sa), who have worked ~ 
~ hard for the Lord; and also to dear Persis (Pur-sis), who has labored long ~ 
~ in the Lord's service. Greetings to Rufus (Roo-tuhs), a chosen servant of ~ 

r- ~ the Lord, and to his mother, who has been a mother to me as well. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Greetings to Asyncritus (Ah-sing-krih-tas), Phlegon (Fieg-on), Hermes (Hur-meez), ~ 
~ Patrobas (Pat-ra-bus), Hermas (Hur-mahs), and the brothers who are with ~ 
~ them; to Philologus (Fi-loh-la-gus) and Julia (Jool-ya), to Nereus (Nir-oos) and ~ -..J 

~ his sister, to Olympas (Oh-lim-pas), and all the saints who are with them. ~ 
~ Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send you ~ 
~ greetings. ~ .......... 
~ ~ I SATURDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I __. 
~ Romans 8: 14-21 ~ 
~ Brethren: All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. You ~ 
~ did not receive a spirit of slavery leading you back into fear, but a spirit ~ 
~ of adoption through which we cry out, "Abba (Ah-bah) !"(that is, "Father"). ~ -.J 
~ The Spirit himself gives witness with our spirit that we are children of ~ 
~ God. But if we are children, we are heirs as well: heirs of God, heirs with ~ 
~ Christ, if only we suffer with him so as to be glorified with him. ~ 

~ I consider the sufferings of the present to be as nothing compared ~ 
~ with the glory to be revealed in us. Indeed, the whole created world ea- ~ _ 
~ gerly awaits the revelation of the sons of God. Creation was made sub- ~ 
~ ject to futility, not of its own accord but by him who once subjected it; ~ 
~ yet not without hope, because the world itself will be freed from its slav- ~ -
~ ery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of ~ 
~ God. ~ 
~ ~ ~ I FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Romans 1 0: 1 -1 0 ~ 
~ Brethren, my heart's desire, my prayer to God for the Israelites, is ~ -
~ that they may be saved. Indeed, I can testify that they are zealous for ~ 
~ God though their zeal is unenlightened. Unaware of God's justice and ~ 
~ seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the ~ 
~ justice of God. Christ is the end of the law. Through him, justice comes ~ 
~ to everyone who believes. Moses writes of the justice that comes from ~ 
~ the law, "The one who observes the law shall live by it." But of the jus- ~ -.... 
~ tice that comes from faith he says, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who shall ~ 
~ go up into heaven?' (that is, to bring Christ down), or 'Who shall go ~ 
~ down into the abyss?' (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead)." What ~ 
~ is it he does say? "The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart" ~ 
~ (that is, the word of faith which we preach). For if you confess with your ~ 
~ lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ from the dead, you will be saved. Faith in the heart leads to justification, ~ 

r- ~ confession on the lips to salvation. ~ 

~ ~ 
.._ ~ MONDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Romans 16: 17-27 ~ 
- ~ Brethren, I beg you to be on the watch against those who cause dis- ~ 

~ sension and scandal, contrary to the teaching you have received . Avoid ~ 
~ their company. Such men serve, not Christ our Lord, but their own bel- ~ 

.-- ~ lies, and they deceive the simpleminded with smooth and flattering ~ 
~ speech. Your obedience is known to all, and so I am delighted with you. ~ 

- ~ I want you to be wise in regard to what is good and innocent of all evil. ~ 
~ Then the God of peace will quickly crush Satan under your feet. May the ~ 
~ grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. ~ 

~ Timothy, my fellow worker, sends you his greetings; so, too, do my ~ 
~ kinsmen Lucius (Loo-shas), Jason (Jay-suhn), and Sosipater (Soh-sip a-ter). I, ~ 

,..._ ~ Tertius (Tur-shi-as), who have written this letter, send you my greetings in ~ 
~ the Lord. Greetings also from Gaius (Gay-us), who is host to me and to the ~ 
~ whole church. Erastus (ih-ras-tus), the city treasurer, and our brother Quar- ~ 

r- ~ tus (Kwor-tus) wish to be remembered to you. ~ 

~ Now to him who is able to strengthen you in the gospel which I pro- ~ 
~ claim when I preach Jesus Christ, the gospel which reveals the mystery ~ 
~ hidden for many ages but now manifested through the writings of the ~ 
§ prophets, and, at the command of the eternal God, made known to all § 

- ~ ~ ~ the Gentiles that they may believe and obey - to him, the God who ~ 
~ alone is wise, may glory be given through Jesus Christ unto endless ~ 

- ~ ages. Amen. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

- ~ 1st Corinthians 1: 1-9 ~ 
.._ ~ Paul, called by God's will to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and Sos- ~ 
• ~ thenes (Sos-thi-neez) our brother, send greetings to the church of God ~ 

~ which is in Corinth (Kor-inth); to you who have been consecrated in Christ ~ 
~ Jesus and called to be a holy people, as to all those who, wherever they ~ 
~ may be, call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours. ~ 
~ Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. ~ 

,........ ~ I continually thank my God for you because of the favor he has be- ~ 
• ~ stowed on you in Christ Jesus, in whom you have been richly endowed ~ 
- ~ with every gift of speech and knowledge. Likewise, the witness I bore ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 57 ~ ~ ~ 

+•+ 



~·~--
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ to Christ has been so confirmed among you that you lack no spiritual ~ 
~ gift as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will ~ 
~ strengthen you to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of ~ 
~ our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and it was he who called you to ~ 
~ fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. ~ __. 
~ ~ I WEDNESDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I -..l 

~ 1st Corinthians 2: 9 thru 3:8 ~ 
~ Brethren: Of wisdom it is written: "Eye has not seen, ear has not ~ 
~ heard, nor has it so much as dawned on man what God has prepared ~ 
~ for those who love him." Yet God has revealed this wisdom to us ~ 
~ through the Spirit. The Spirit scrutinizes all matters, even the deep ~ _ 
~ things of God. Who, for example, knows a man's innermost self but the ~ 
~ man's own spirit within him? Similarly, no one knows what lies at the ~ 
~ depths of God but the Spirit of God. The Spirit we have received is not ~ 
~ the world's spirit but God's Spirit, helping us to recognize the gifts he ~ 
~ has given us. We speak of these, not in words of human wisdom but in ~ 
~ words taught by the Spirit, thus interpreting spiritual things in spiritual ~ 
~ terms. The natural man does not accept what is taught by the Spirit of ~ 
~ God. For him, that is absurdity. He cannot come to know such teaching ~ 
~ because it must be appraised in a spiritual way. The spiritual man, on ~ 
~ the other hand, can appraise everything, though he himself can be ap- ~ 
~ praised by no one. For, [Scripture says], "Who has known the mind of ~ 
~ the Lord so as to instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ. ~ 

~ Brethren, the trouble was that I could not talk to you as spiritual men ~ -J 

~ but only as men of flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, and did ~ 
~ not give you solid food because you were not ready for it. You are not ~ __. 
~ ready for it even now, being still very much in a natural condition. For ~ 
~ as long as there are jealousy and quarrels among you, are you not of the ~ 
~ flesh? And is not your behavior that of ordinary men? When someone ~ __. 
~ says, "I belong to Paul," and someone else, "I belong to Apollos (A-pol- ~ 
~ os)," is it not clear that you are still at the human level? ~ --.J 

~ After all, who is Apollos? And who is Paul? Simply ministers through ~ 
~ whom you became believers, each of them doing only what the Lord as- ~ 
~ signed him. I planted the seed and Apollos watered it, but God made it ~ 
~ grow. This means that neither he who plants nor he who waters is of any ~ 
~ special account, only God, who gives the growth. He who plants and he ~ 
~ who waters work to the same end. Each will receive his wages in pro- ~ -
~ portion to his toil. ~ 
~ ~ 
I sa I ~ ~ --.J 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

,.......... ~ 1st Corinthians 3: 18-23 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: Let no one delude himself. If anyone of you thinks he is ~ 

~ ~ wise in a worldly way, he had better become a fool. In that way he will ~ 
~ really be wise, for the wisdom of this world is absurdity with God. Scrip- ~ 

r- ~ ture says, "He catches the wise in their craftiness"; and again, "The ~ 
~ Lord knows how empty are the thoughts of the wise." Let there be no ~ 
~ boasting about men. All things are yours, whether it be Paul, or Apol- ~ 

......... ~ los (A-pol-os), or Cephas (Se-tas), or the world, or life, or death, or the pres- ~ 
~ ent, or the future: all these are yours, and you are Christ's and Christ is ~ 

,.......... ~ God's. ~ 

I FRIDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
,.......... ~ 1st Corinthians 4: 5-8 ~ 

~ Brethren: Stop passing judgment before the time of the Lord's return. ~ 
,.......... ~ ~ , ~ He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and manifest the inten- ~ 

~ tions of hearts. At that time, everyone will receive his praise from God. ~ 
,.......... ~ Brethren, I have applied all this to myself and Apollos (A-pol-os) by way ~ 

~ of example for your benefit. May you learn from us not to go beyond ~ 
.....--. ~ what is set down, so that none of you will grow self-important by rea- ~ 
, ~ son of his association with one person rather than another. Who con- ~ 

~ fers any distinction on you? Name something you have that you have ~ 
.......... ~ not received. If, then, you have received it, why are you boasting as if it ~ 

~ were your own? At the moment you are completely satisfied. You have ~ 
~ grown rich! You have launched upon your reign with no help from us. ~ 
~ Would that you had really begun to reign, that we might be reigning with ~ 

~ you! ~ 

r ~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Romans 9: 1-5 ~ 
,...._, ~ Brethren: I speak the truth in Christ: I do not lie. My conscience bears ~ 

~ me witness in the Holy Spirit tt.at there is great grief and constant pain ~ 
~ in my heart. Indeed, I could even wish to be separated from Christ for ~ 
~ the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen the Israelites. Theirs were the ~ 

,.......... ~ adoption, the glory, the covenants, the law-giving, the worship, and the ~ 
~ promises; theirs were the patriarchs, and from them came the Messiah ~ 
@! {I speak of his human origins). Blessed forever be God who is over all! @! 

,.......... ~ Amen. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

.......... ~ 59 ~ 
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Romans 1 2: 6-14 

Brethren: We have gifts that differ according to the favor bestowed 
on each of us. One's gift may be prophecy; its use should be in propor
tion to his faith. It may be the gift of ministry; it should be used for serv
ice. One who is a teacher should use his gift for teaching; one with the 
power of exhortation should exhort. He who gives alms should do so 
generously; he who rules should exercise his authority with care; he 
who performs works of mercy should do so cheerfully. 

Your love must be sincere. Detest what is evil, cling to what is good. 
Love one another with the affection of brothers. Anticipate each other 
in showing respect. Do not grow slack but be fervent in spirit; he whom 
you serve is the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient under trial, persevere 
in prayer. Look on the needs of the saints as your own; be generous in 
offering hospitality. Bless your persecutors; bless and do not curse 
them. 

MONDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Corinthians 5: 9 thru 6: 11 

Brethren: I wrote to you a letter not to associate with immoral per
sons. I was not speaking of association with immoral people in this 
world, or the covetous or thieves or idolaters. To avoid them, you would 
have to leave the world! What I really wrote about was your not associ
ating with anyone who bears the title "brother" if he is immoral, cov
etous, an idolater, an abusive person, a drunkard, or a thief. It is clear 
that you must not eat with such a man. What business is it of mine to 
judge outsiders? Is it not those inside the community you must judge? 
God will judge the others. [Scripture says,] "Expel the wicked man from 
your midst." 

How can anyone with a case against another dare bring it for judg
ment to the wicked and not to God's holy people? Do you not know 
that the believers will judge the world? If the judgment of the world is 
to be yours, are you to be thought unworthy of judging in minor mat
ters? Do you know that we are to judge angels? Surely, then, we are up 
to deciding everyday affairs. If you have such matters to decide, do you 
accept as judges those who have no standing in the church? I say this 
in an attempt to shame you. Can it be that there is no one among you 
wise enough to settle a case between one member of the church and 
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r ~ ~ 
~ another? Must brother drag brother into court, and before unbelievers ~ 

,..... ~ at that? Why, the very fact that you have lawsuits against one another ~ 
~ is disastrous for you. Why not put up with injustice, and let yourselves ~ 
~ be cheated? Instead, you yourselves injure and cheat your very own ~ 

r-"' ~ brothers. Can you not realize that the unholy will not fall heir to the king- ~ 
~ dom of God? Do not deceive yourselves: no fornicators, idolaters, or ~ 

.....-- ~ aduterers, no sodomites, thieves, misers, or drunkards, no slanderers ~ 
~ or robbers will inherit God's kingdom. And such were some of you; but ~ 
~ you have been washed, consecrated, justified in the name of our Lord ~ 

~ ~ Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. ~ 
~ ~ 

,.......... ~ TUESDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ 1st Corinthians 6: 20b thru 7: 12 ~ 
~ ~ ,.......... ~ Brethren: Glorify God in your body. Now for the matters you wrote ~ 
~ about. A man is better off having no relations with a woman. But to ~ 

,.......... ~ avoid immorality, every man should have his own wife and every woman ~ 
~ her own husband. The husband should fulfill his conjugal obligations ~ 
~ toward his wife, the wife hers toward her husband. A wife does not be- ~ 

r ~ long to herself but to her husband; equally, a husband does not belong ~ 
~ to himself but to his wife. Do not deprive one another, unless perhaps ~ 

r-"' ~ by mutual consent for a time, to devote yourselves to prayer. Then re- ~ 
, ~ turn to one another, that Satan may not tempt you through your lack of ~ 

~ self-control. I say this by way of concession, not as a command. Given ~ 
~ my preference, I should like you to be as I am. Still, each one has his ~ 
~ own gift from God, one this and another that. ~ 

~ To those not married and to widows I have this to say: It would be ~ 
,....._ ~ well if they remain as they are, even as I do myself; but if they cannot ~ 

~ exercise self-control, they should marry. It is better to marry than to be ~ 
~ on fire. To those now married, however, I give this command (though it ~ 
~ is not mine; it is the Lord's): a wife must not separate from her husband. ~ 
~ If she does separate, she must either remain single or become recon- ~ 
~ ciled to him again. Similarly, a husband must not divorce his wife. ~ 
~ As for the other matters, although I know of nothing the Lord has ~ 
~ said, I say: If any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever but is willing ~ 
~ to live with him, he must not divorce her. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

...... ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ WEDNESDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1st Corinthians 7: 12b-24 I ......J 

~ Brethren: If any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever but is willing ~ 
~ to live with him, he must not divorce her. And if any woman has a hus- ~ 
~ band who is an unbeliever but is willing to live with her, she must not di- ~ -...~ 
~ vorce him. The unbelieving husband is consecrated by his believing ~ 
~ wife; the unbelieving wife is consecrated by her believing husband. If it ~ ........... 
~ were otherwise, your children should be unclean; but as it is, they are ~ 
~ holy. ~ I If the unbeliever wishes to separate, however, let him do so. The be- I ........... 
~ lieving husband or wife is not bound in such cases. God has called you ~ 
~ to live in peace. Wife, how do you know that you will not save your hus- ~ .....__.. 
~ band; or you, husband, that you will not save your wife? ~ 

~ The general rule is that each one should lead the life the Lord has as- ~ _J 
~ signed him, continuing as he was when the Lord called him. This is the ~ 
~ rule I give in all the churches. Was someone called after he had been cir- ~ 
~ cumcised? He should not try to hide his circumcision. Did the call come ~ ........,J 

~ to another who had never been circumcised? He is not to be circum- ~ 
~ cised. Circumcision counts for nothing, and its lack makes no differ- ~ 
~ ence either. What matters is keeping God's commandments. Everyone ~ .......... 
~ ought to continue as he was when he was called. Were you a slave ~ 
~ when your call came? Give it no thought. Even supposing you could go ~ .....__.. 
~ free, you would be better off making the most of your slavery. The slave ~ 
~ called in the Lord is a freedman of the Lord, just as the freeman who has ~ 
~ been called is a slave of Christ. You have been bought at a price! Do not ~ ........,J 

~ enslave yourselves to men. Brethren, each of you should continue be- ~ 
~ fore God in the condition of life that was his when he was called. ~ ........... 

~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ 1st Corinthians 7: 24-35 ~ -.,.j 

~ ~ 
~ Brethren, each of you should continue before God in the condition ~ 
~ of life that was his when he was called. With respect to virgins, I have ~ ....__J 

~ not received any commandment from the Lord, but I give my opinion as ~ 
~ one who is trustworthy, thanks to the Lord's mercy. It is this: In the pres- ~ 
~ ent time of stress it seems good to me for a person to continue as he ~ 
~ is. Are you bound to a wife? Then do not seek your freedom. Are you ~ 
~ free of a wife? If so, do not go in search of one. Should you marry, how- ~ ........... 
~ ever, you will not be committing sin. Neither does a virgin commit a sin ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 62 ~ ~ ~ -.I 
111•111 



+•+ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ if she marries. But such people will have trials in this life, and these I ~ 
~ should like to spare you. ~ 

~ I tell you, brethren, the time is short. From now on those with wives ~ 
~ should live as though they had none; those who weep should live as ~ 

1 ~ though they were not weeping, and those who rejoice as though they ~ 
~ were not rejoicing; buyers should conduct themselves as though they ~ 

,.............. ~ owned nothing, and those who make use of the world as though they ~ 
~ were not using it, for the world as we know it is passing away. ~ 

~ I should like you to be free of all worries. The unmarried man is busy ~ 
~ with the Lord's affairs, concerned with pleasing the Lord; but the mar- ~ 
~ ried man is busy with this world's demands and occupied with pleas- ~ 

I ~ ing his wife. This means he is divided. The virgin - indeed, any ~ 
~ unmarried woman - is concerned with things of the Lord, in pursuit of ~ 

,.............. ~ holiness in body and spirit. The married woman, on the other hand, has ~ 
~ the cares of this world to absorb her and is concerned with pleasing ~ 

_ ~ her husband. I am going into this with you for your own good. I have no ~ 
, , ffil desire to place restrictions on you, but I do want to promote what is mJ 

• · ~ good, what will help you to devote yourselves entirely to the Lord. ~ 

I FRIDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
r- ~ 1st Corinthians 7: 35 thru 8: 7 ~ 

~ Brethren: I am going into this [advice] for your own good. I have no ~ 
~ desire to place restrictions on you, but I do want to promote what is ~ 

1 ~ good, what will help you to devote yourselves entirely to the Lord. ~ 
~ If anyone thinks he is behaving dishonorably toward his virgin be- ~ 
~ cause a critical moment has come and it seems that something should ~ 
~ be done, let him do as he wishes. He commits no sin if there is a mar- ~ 
~ riage. The man, however, who stands firm in his resolve, who while with- ~ 
~ out constraint and free to carry out his will makes up his mind to keep ~ 
~ his virgin, also acts rightly. To sum up: the man who marries his virgin ~ 

L. ~ acts fittingly; the one who does not, will do better. ~ 

~ A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. If her husband ~ 
~ dies she is free to marry, but on one condition, that it be in the Lord. She ~ 
~ will be happier, though, in my opinion, if she stays unmarried. I am per- ~ 
~ suaded that in this I have the Spirit of God. ~ 
~ Now about meats that have been offered to idols. Of course we all ~ 
~ "know" about that. But whereas "knowledge" inflates, love upbuilds. If ~ 
~ a man thinks he knows something, that means he has never really ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ __, 

~ known it as he ought. But if anyone loves God, that man is known by ~ 
~ him. So then, about this matter of eating meats that have been offered ~ _j ~ to idols: we know that an idol is really nothing, and that there is no God ~ 
~ but one. Even though there are so-called gods in the heavens and on ~ 
~ the earth - there are, to be sure, many such "gods" and "lords" - for ~ 
~ us there is one God, the Father, from whom all things come and for ~ 
~ whom we live; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom everything ~ 
~ was made and through whom we live. ~ __. 

~ ~ 
~ Not all, of course, possess this "knowledge." Because some were so ~ 
~ recently devoted to idols, they eat meat, fully aware that it has been ~ 
~ sacrificed, and because their conscience is weak, it is defiled by the ~ 
~ eating. ~ 
~ ~ ......_) 

~ SATURDAY OF THE SEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ Romans 12: 1-3 ~ 
~ ~ ---
~ Brethren, I beg you through the mercy of God to offer your bodies as ~ 
~ ~ a living sacrifice holy and acceptable to God, your spiritual worship. Do ~ ~ ~ not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal ~ ~ of your mind, so that you may judge what is God's will, what is good, ~ ~ pleasing and perfect. ~ __. 
~ ~ ~ Thus, in virtue of the favor given to me, I warn each of you not to think ~ 
~ more highly of himself than he ought. Let him estimate himself soberly, ~ __. 
~ in keeping with the measure of faith that God has apportioned him. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Romans 15: 1-7 ~ 
~ Brethren: We who are strong in faith should be patient with the scru- ~ 
~ pies of those whose faith is weak; we must not be selfish. Each should ~ 
~ please his neighbor so as to do him good by building up his spirit. Thus, ~ 
~ in accord with Scripture, Christ did not please himself: "The reproaches ~ 
~ ~ 
~ they uttered against you fell on me." Everything written before our time ~ -.J 
~ was written for our instruction, that we might derive hope from the les- ~ 
~ sons of patience and the words of encouragement in the Scriptures. ~ 
~ May God, the source of all patience and encouragement, enable you ~ 
~ to live in perfect harmony with one another according to the spirit of ~ 
~ Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and voice you may glorify God, the ~ 

~ _j ~ Father of our lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, as Christ ac-
~ ~ cepted you, for the glory of God. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 64 ~ ~ ~ ~ -...I 



MONDAY OF THE EIGHTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Corinthians 9: 13-18 

Brethren: Do you not realize that those who work in the temple are 
supported by the temple, and those who minister at the altar share the 
offerings of the altar? Likewise the Lord himself ordered that those who 
preach the gospel should live by the gospel. 

As for me, I have not used any of these rights, nor do I write this now 
to see to it that anything should be done for me. I would rather die than 
let anyone rob me of my boast! Yet preaching the gospel is not the sub
ject of a boast; I am under compulsion and have no choice. I am ruined 
if I do not preach it! If I do it willingly, I have my recompense; if unwill
ingly, I am nonetheless entrusted with a charge. And this recompense 
of mine? It is simply this, that when preaching I offer the gospel free of 
charge and do not make full use of the authority the gospel gives me. 

TUESDAY OF THE EIGHTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Corinthians 1 0: 5-12 

Brethren: We know that God was not pleased with most of [our fa
thers], for "they were struck down in the desert. " 

These things happened as an example to keep us from wicked de
sires such as theirs. Do not become idolaters, as some of them did. 
Scripture says, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and arose to 
take their pleasure." let us not indulge in lewdness as some of them 
did, so that in one day twenty-three thousand perished. Let us not test 
the Lord as some of them did, only to be destroyed by snakes. Nor are 
you to grumble as some of them did, to be killed by the destroying 
angel. The things that happened to them serve as an example. They 
have been written as a warning to us, upon whom the end of the ages 
has come. For all these reasons, let anyone who thinks he is standing 
upright watch out lest he fall! 

WEDNESDAY OF THE EIGHTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Corinthians 1 0: 12-22 

Brethren: Let anyone who thinks he is standing upright watch out 
lest he fall! No test has been sent you that does not come to all men. Be
sides, God keeps his promise. He will not let you be tested beyond your 
strength. Along with the test he will give you a way out of it so that you 
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may be able to endure it. 

I am telling you, whom I love, to shun the worship of idols, and I ad
dress you as one addresses sensible people. You may judge for your
selves what I am saying. Is not the cup of blessing we bless a sharing 
in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread we break a sharing in the 
body of Christ? Because the loaf of bread is one, we, many though we 
are, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. 

Look at Israel according to the flesh and see if those who eat the 
sacrifices do not share in the altar! What am I saying - that meat of
fered to an idol is really offered to that idol, or that an idol is a reality? 
No, I mean that the Gentiles sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I 
do not want you to become sharers with demons. You cannot drink the 
cup of the Lord and also the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the 
table of the Lord and likewise the table of demons. Do we mean to pro
voke the Lord to jealous anger? Surely we are not stronger than he! 

THURSDAY OF THE EIGHTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Corinthians 1 0: 28 thru 11 : 8 

Brethren: If someone should say to you, "This was offered in idol 
worship," do not eat it, both for the sake of the one who called atten
tion to it and on account of the conscience issue - not your own con
science but your neighbor's. You may ask, why should my liberty be 
restricted by another man's conscience? And why is it, if I partake 
thankfully, that I should be blamed for the food over which I gave 
thanks? 

The fact is that whether you eat or drink- whatever you do -you 
should do all for the glory of God. Give no offense to Jew or Greek or 
to the church of God, just as I try to please all in any way I can by seek
ing, not my own advantage, but that of the many, that they may be 
saved. Imitate me as I imitate Christ. 

I praise you because you always remember me and are holding fast 
to the traditions just as I handed them on to you. I want you to know that 
the head of every man is Christ; the head of a woman is her husband; 
and the head of Christ is the Father. Any man who prays or prophesies 
with his head covered brings shame on his head. Similarly, any woman 
who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered brings shame upon 
her head. It is as if she had had her head shaved. Indeed, if a woman 
will not wear a veil, she ought to cut off her hair. If it is shameful for a 
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woman to have her hai r cut off or her head shaved, it is clear that she 
ought to wear a veil. A man, on the other hand, ought not to cover his 
head, because he is the image of God and the reflection of his glory. 
Woman, in turn, is the reflection of man's glory. Man was not made from 
woman but woman from man. 

FRIDAY OF THE EIGHTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Corinthians 11 : 8-22 

Brethren: Man was not made from woman but woman from man. 
Neither was man created for woman but woman for man. For this rea
son a woman ought to have a sign of submission on her head, because 
of the angels. Yet, in the Lord, woman is not independent of man nor 
man independent of woman. In the same way that woman was made 
from man, so man is born of a woman; and all is from God. I will let you 
judge for yourselves. Is it proper for a woman to pray to God unveiled? 
Does not nature itself teach you that it is dishonorable for a man to wear 
his hair long, while the long hair of a woman is her glory? Her hair has 
been given her for a covering. If anyone wants to argue about this, re
member that neither we nor the churches of God recognize any other 
usage. 

What I now have to say is not said in praise, because your meetings 
are not profitable but harmful. First of all, I hear that when you gather 
for a meeting there are divisions among you, and I am inclined to believe 
it. There may even have to be factions among you for the tried and true 
to stand out clearly. When you assemble it is not to eat the Lord's Sup
per, for everyone is in haste to eat his own supper. One person goes 
hungry while another gets drunk. Do you not have homes where you 
can eat and drink? Would you show contempt for the church of God, 
and embarass those who have nothing? What can I say to you? Shall I 
praise you? Certainly not in this matter! 

SATURDAY OF THE EIGHTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Romans 13: 1-10 

Brethren: Let everyone obey the authorities that are over him, for 
there is no authority except from God, and all authority that exists is es
tablished by God. As a consequence, the man who opposes authority 
rebels against the ordinance of God; those who resist thus shall draw 
condemnation down upon themselves. Rulers cause no fear when a man 
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does what is right but only when his conduct is evil. Do you wish to be 
free from the fear of authority? Do what is right and you will gain its ap
proval, for the ruler is God's servant to work for your good. Only if you 
do wrong ought you to be afraid. It is not without purpose that the ruler 
carries the sword; he is God's servant, to inflict his avenging wrath upon 
the wrongdoer. You must obey, then, not only to escape punishment but 
also for conscience' sake. You pay taxes for the same reason, magis
trates being God's ministers who devote themselves to his service with 
unremitting care. Pay each one his due: taxes to whom taxes are due; toll 
to whom toll Is due; respect and honor to everyone who deserves them. 

Owe no debt to anyone except the debt that binds us to love one an
other. He who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. The command
ments, "You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall 
not steal; you shall not covet," and any other commandment there may 
be are all summed up in this, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 
Love never wrongs the neighbor, hence love is the fulfillment of the law. 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Corinthians 1 : 1 0-17 

Brethren, I beg you, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to agree 
in what you say. Let there be no factions; rather, be united in mind and 
judgment. I have been informed, my brethren, by certain members of 
Chloe's (Kioh-ee) household that you are quarreling among yourselves. 
This is what I mean: One of you will say, "I belong to Paul," another, "I 
belong to Apollos (A-pol-os)," still another, "Cephas (Se-tas) has my alle
giance," and the fourth, "I belong to Christ." Has Christ, then, been di
vided into parts? Was it Paul who was crucified for you? Was it in Paul's 
name that you were baptized? Thank God, I baptized none of you ex
cept Crispus (Kris-pus) and Gaius (Gay-us), so there are none who can say 
that you were baptized in my name. Oh, and I baptized the household 
of Stephanas (Stet-a-nas). Beyond that, I am not aware of having baptized 
anyone else. For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the 
gospel- not with wordy "wisdom," however, lest the cross of Christ be 
rendered void of its meaning! 
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~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE NINTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

r-" ~ 1st Corinthians 11 : 31 thru 12: 6 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: If we were to examine ourselves, we would not be falling . ~ 

r ~ under judgment in this way; but since it is the Lord who judges us, he ~ 
~ chastens us to keep us from being condemned with the rest of the ~ 

r- ~ world. Therefore, my brothers, when you assemble for the meal, wait for ~ 
~ one another. If anyone is hungry let him eat at home, so that your as- ~ 
~ sembly may not deserve condemnation. As for other matters, I shall ~ 

r-- ~ give instructions when I come. ~ 

~ Now, brethren, I do not want to leave you in ignorance about spiri- ~ 
1 

~ tual gifts. You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to ~ 
~ mute idols, as impulse drove you. That is why I tell you that nobody ~ 
~ who speaks in the Spirit of God ever says, "Cursed be Jesus." And no ~ 

,_. ~ one can say: "Jesus is Lord," except [it be said] in the Holy Spirit. ~ 
~ There are different gifts but the same Spirit; there are different min- ~ 

.---- ~ istries but the same Lord; there are different works but the same God ~ 
~ who accomplishes all of them in everyone. ~ 
~ ~ 

,_. ~ TUESDAY OF THE NINTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ 
@! 1st Corinthians 12: 12-26 @! 

r ~ ~ ~ Brethren: The body is one and has many members, but all the mem- ~ 
~ bers, many though they are, are one body; and so it is with Christ. It ~ 

r- ~ was in one Spirit that all of us, whether Jew or Greek, slave or free, were ~ 
~ baptized into one body. All of us have been given to drink of the one ~ 
~ Spirit. Now the body is not one member, it is many. If the foot should ~ 
~ say, "Because I am not a hand I do not belong to the body," would it ~ 
~ then no longer belong to the body? If the ear should say, "Because I ~ 
~ am not an eye I do not belong to the body," would it then no longer be- ~ 
~ long to the body? If the body were all eye, what would happen to our ~ 
~ hearing? If it were all ear, what would happen to our smelling? As it is, God ~ 

,_. ~ has set each member of the body in the place he wanted it to be. If all the ~ 
~ members were alike, where would the body be? There are, indeed, many ~ 
~ different members, but one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I do ~ 
~ not need you," any more than the head can say to the feet, "I do not need ~ 
~ you." Even those members of the body which seem less important are in ~ 

~ ~ fact indispensable. We honor the members we consider less honorable ~ 
~ by clothing them with greater care, thus bestowing on the less present- ~ 

,....._ ~ able a propriety which the more presentable already have. God has so ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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... .__. 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ constructed the body as to give greater honor to the lowly members, that ~ 
~ there may be no dissension in the body, but that all the members may be ~ 
~ concerned for one another. If one member suffers, all the members suf- ~ __, 
~ fer with it; if one member is honored, all the members share its joy. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE NINTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1st Corinthians 13: 4 thru 14: 5 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: Love is patient; love is kind. Love is not jealous, it does ~ 
~ not put on airs, it is not snobbish. Love is never rude, it is not self-seek- ~ 
~ ing, it is not prone to anger; neither does it brood over injuries. Love ~ 
~ does not rejoice in what is wrong but rejoices with the truth. There is no ~ 
~ limit to love's forbearance, to its trust, its hope, its power to endure. ~ ............ 

~ Love never fails. Prophecies will cease, tongues will be Silent, knowl- ~ 
~ edge will pass away. Our knowledge is imperfect and our prophesying ~ --J 

~ is imperfect. When the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass away. ~ 
~ When I was a child I used to talk like a child, think like a child, reason ~ 
~ like a child. When I became a man I put childish ways aside. Now we ~ ......._. 
~ see indistinctly, as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. My knowl- ~ 
~ edge is imperfect now; then I shall know even as I am known. There are ~ __, 
~ in the end three things that last: faith, hope, and love, and the greatest ~ 

~ oftheseislove. ~ 

~ Seek eagerly after love. Set your hearts on spiritual gifts- above all, ~ 
~ the gift of prophecy. A man who speaks in a tongue is talking not to ~ 
~ men but to God. No one understands him, because he utters mysteries ~ 
~ in the Spirit. The prophet, on the other hand, speaks to men for their up- ~ 
~ building, their encouragement, their consolation. He who speaks in a ~ 
~ tongue builds up himself, but he who prophesies builds up the church. ~ -.J 

~ I should like it if all of you spoke in tongues, but I much prefer that you ~ 
~ prophesy. The prophet is greater than one who speaks in tongues, un- ~ 
~ less the speaker can also interpret for the upbuilding of the church. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE NINTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ __, 

~ 1st Corinthians 14: 6-19 ~ 
~ Brethren, just suppose that I should come to you speaking in ~ 
~ tongues. What good will I do you if my speech does not have some rev- ~ 
~ elation, or knowledge, or prophecy, or instruction for you? Even in the ~ __. 
~ case of lifeless things which produce a sound, such as a flute or a harp, ~ 

~ how will anyone know what is being played if there is no distinction ~ 

~ ~ ---
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r ~ ~ 
l. ~ ~ 

~ among the notes? If the bugle's sound is uncertain, who will get ready ~ 
r- ~ for battle? Similarly, if you do not utter intelligible speech because you ~ 

~ are speaking in a tongue, how will anyone know what you are saying? ~ 
~ You will be talking to the air. There are many different languages in the ~ 

r---" ~ world and all are marked by sound; but if I do not know the meaning, I ~ 
~ shall be a foreigner to the speaker and he a foreigner to me. Since you ~ 

,_ ~ have set your hearts on spiritual gifts, try to be rich in those that build ~ 
~ up the church. ~ 
~ This means that the man who speaks in a tongue should pray for the ~ 

....-.... ~ gift of interpretation. If I pray in a tongue my spirit is at prayer but my ~ 
~ mind contributes nothing. What is my point here? I want to pray with my ~ 

r---" ~ spirit, and also to pray with my mind. I want to sing with my spirit and ~ 
~ with my mind as well. If your praise of God is solely with the spirit, how ~ 
~ will the one who does not comprehend be able to say "Amen" to your ~ 

r---" ~ thanksgiving? He will not know what you are saying. You will be utter- ~ 
~ ing praise very well indeed, but the other man will not be helped. Thank ~ 

r---" ~ God, I speak in tongues more than any of you, but in the church I would ~ 
~ rather say five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand ~ 
~ words in a tongue. ~ 

,_ ~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE NINTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

- ~ ~ · ~ 1st Corinthians 14: 26b-40 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: When you assemble, one has a psalm, another some in- ~ 

r---" ~ struction to give, still another a revelation to share; one speaks in a ~ 
~ tongue, another interprets. All well and good, so long as everything is ~ 
~ done with a constructive purpose. If any are going to talk in tongues let ~ 

....-.... ~ it be at most two or three, each in turn, with another to interpret what ~ 
~ they are saying. But if there is no one to interpret, there should be si- ~ 

,...._ ~ lence in the assembly, each one speaking only to himself and to God. ~ 
~ Let no more than two or three prophets speak, and let the rest judge the ~ 
~ worth of what they say. If another, sitting by, should happen to receive ~ 

- ~ a revelation, the first ones should then keep quiet. You can all speak ~ 
~ your prophecies, but one by one, so that all may be instructed and en- ~ 

r- ~ couraged. The spirits of the prophets are under their prophets' control, ~ 
~ since God is a God, not of confusion, but of peace. ~ 

~ According to the rule observed in all the assemblies of believers, ~ 
r---" ~ women should keep silent in such gatherings. They may not speak. ~ 

~ Rather, as the law states, submissiveness is indicated for them. If they ~ 
r---" ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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want to learn anything, they should ask their husbands at home. It is a 
disgrace when a woman speaks in the assembly. Did the preaching of 
God's word originate with you? Are you the only ones to whom it has 
come? 

If anyone thinks he is a prophet or a man of the Spirit, he should 
know that what I have written you is the Lord's commandment. If any
one ignores it, he in turn should be ignored. Set your hearts on 
prophecy, my brethren, and do not forbid those who speak in tongues, 
but make sure that everything is done properly and in order. 

SATURDAY OF THE NINTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Romans 14: 6-9 

Brethren: The man who observes the day does so to honor the Lord. 
The man who eats does so to honor the Lord, and he gives thanks to 
God. The man who does not eat abstains to honor the Lord, and he too 
gives thanks to God. None of us lives as his own master and none of us 
dies as his own master. While we live we are responsible to the Lord, 
and when we die we die as his servants. Both in life and in death we are 
the Lord's. That is why Christ died and came to life again, that he might 
be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Corinthians 3: 9-17 

Brethren: [Apollos and I] are God's co-workers, while you are his cul
tivation, his building. Thanks to the favor God showed me I laid a foun
dation as a wise master-builder might do, and now someone else is 
building upon it. Everyone, however, must be careful how he builds. No 
one can lay a foundation other than the one that has been laid, namely 
Jesus Christ. If different ones build on this foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay or straw, the work of each will be made 
clear. The Day will disclose it. That day will make its appearance with 
fire, and fire will test the quality of each man's work. If the building a 
man has raised on this foundation still stands, he will receive his recom
pense; if a man's building burns, he will suffer loss. He himself will be 
saved, but only as one fleeing through fire. 

Are you not aware that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwells in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will de
stroy him. For the temple of God is holy, and you are that temple. 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE TENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

r-- ~ 1st Corinthians 15: 12-19 ~ 
. ~ ~ 

~ Brethren: Tell me, if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how ~ 
r-- ~ is it that some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? If there ~ 

~ is no resurrection of the dead, Christ himself has not been raised. And ~ 
r- ~ if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is void of content and your ~ 

~ faith is empty too. Indeed, we should then be exposed as false wit- ~ 
~ nesses of God, for we have borne witness before him that he raised up ~ 

...-- ~ Christ; but he certainly did not raise him up if the dead are not raised. ~ 
~ Why? Because if the dead are not raised, then Christ was not raised; ~ 

,_...... ~ and if Christ was not raised, your faith is worthless. You are still in your ~ 
~ sins, and those who have fallen asleep in Christ are the deadest of the ~ 
~ dead. If our hopes in Christ are limited to this life only, we are the most ~ 

r-- ~ pitiable of men. ~ 

~ ~ 
__, ~ TUESDAY OF THE TENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1st Corinthians 15: 29-38 ~ 

~ Brethren: If the dead are not raised, what about those who have ~ 
- ~ themselves baptized on behalf of the dead? If the raising of the dead is ~ 

~ not a reality, why be baptized on their behalf? And why are we contin- ~ 
~ ually putting ourselves in danger? I swear to you, brethren, by the very ~ 

~ pride you take in me, which I cherish in Christ Jesus our Lord, that I ~ 
~ face death every day. If I fought those beasts at Ephesus for purely ~ 
~ human motives, what profit was there for me? If the dead are not raised, ~ 
~ [Scripture says,] "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!" Do not be ~ 

r-- ~ led astray any longer. "Bad company corrupts good morals." Return to ~ 
~ reason, as you ought, and stop sinning. Some of you are quite ignorant ~ 
~ of God; I say it to your shame. ~ 

- ~ Perhaps someone will say, "How are the dead to be raised up? What ~ 
~ kind of body will they have?" A nonsensical question! The seed you sow ~ 

r-- ~ does not germinate unless It dies. When you sow, you do not sow the ~ 
~ fullblown plant, but a kernel of wheat or some other grain. God gives ~ 
@! body to it as he pleases- to each seed its own fruition. @! 

r-- ~ ~ I WEDNESDAY OF THE TENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
r--- ~ 1st Corinthians 16: 4-12 ~ 

· ; Brethren: If it seems fitting that I should go myself [to take your gift ; 
r-- ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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to Jerusalem, those whom you have chosen for the task] will accom
pany me. 

I shall come to you after I have passed through Macedonia. If it is at 
all possible, I should like to remain with you for some time - even to 
spend the winter with you -that you may provide me with what I need 
for the rest of my journey. I do not want to see you just in passing. I 
hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits. I intend to stay 
in Ephesus until Pentecost. A door has been opened wide for my work, 
but at the same time there are many opposed. If Timothy should come, 
be sure to put him at ease among you. He does the Lord's work just as 
I do, so let no one treat him disdainfully. Rather, help him come to me 
by sending him on his way in peace. I am expecting him with the 
brethren. As for our brother Apollos (A-pol-os), I urged him strongly to go 
to you with the brethren, but he did not wish to go at this time. He will 
go when circumstances are more favorable. 

THURSDAY OF THE TENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 1 : 1-7 

Paul, by God's will an apostle of Jesus Christ, and Timothy his 
brother, to the church of God that is at Corinth and to all the holy ones 
of the church who live in Achaia (A-kay-a). Grace and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Praised be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all consolation! He comforts us in all our afflic
tions and thus enables us to comfort those who are in trouble, with the 
same consolation we have received from him. As we have shared much 
in the suffering of Christ, so through Christ do we share abundantly in 
his consolation. If we are afflicted it is for your encouragement and sal
vation, and when we are consoled it is for your consolation, so that you 
may endure patiently the same sufferings we endure. Our hope for you 
is firm because we know that just as you share in the sufferings, so you 
will share in the consolation. 

FRIDAY OF THE TENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 1: 12-20 

Brethren: Conscience gives testimony to the boast that in our be
havior toward all and especially toward you we have always acted from 
God-given holiness and candor; this has been prompted, not by de-
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~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ based human wisdom, but by God's goodness. We never write anything ~ 
~ that you cannot read and understand. I hope that, just as you know us ~ 
~ to a certain degree already, you will in time come to know us well, and ~ 

___ ~ will recognize that we shall be your boast, and you ours, on the day of ~ 
~ our Lord Jesus. ~ 

~ Confident as I am about this, I wanted to visit you first so that a dou- ~ 
,.._ ~ ble grace might be yours. I planned to visit you, both on my way to ~ 

~ Macedonia and on my return, that I might receive your help on my jour- ~ 
~ ney to Judea. Do you suppose that in making those plans I was acting ~ 

,.._ ~ insincerely? Or that my plans are so determined by self-interest that I ~ 
~ change my mind from one minute to the next? As God keeps his word, ~ 
~ I declare that my word to you is not "yes" one minute and "no" the next. ~ 
~ Jesus Christ, whom Silvanus (SII-vay-nus) , Timothy, and I preached to ~ 
~ you as Son of God, was not alternately "yes" and "no"; he was never ~ 
~ anything but "yes." Whatever promises God has made have been ful- ~ 
~ filled in him; therefore it is through him that we address our Amen to ~ 

..---. ~ God when we worship together. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE TENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

.-- ~ Romans 15: 30-33 ~ 
~ Brethren, I beg you, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ and the ~ 
~ love of the Spirit, join me in the struggle by your prayers to God on my ~ 
~ behalf. Pray that I may be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea, and ~ 
~ that the offerings I bring to Jerusalem may be well received by the saints ~ 
~ there; so that, God willing, I may come to you with joy and be refreshed ~ 
@! in spirit by your company. May the God of peace be with you all. Amen. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
r F.!l 1st Corinthians 4: 9-16 F.!l 

~ ~ ~ Brethren: As I see it, God has put us apostles at the end of the line, ~ 
~ like men doomed to die in the arena. We have become a spectacle to ~ 
~ the universe, to angels and men alike. We are fools on Christ's account. ~ 

r- ~ Ah, but in Christ you are wise! We are the weak ones, you the strong! ~ 
~ They honor you, while they sneer at us! Up to this very hour we go hun- ~ 
~ gry and thirsty, poorly clad, roughly treated, wandering about home- ~ 
~ less. We work hard at manual labor. When we are insulted we respond ~ 
~ with a blessing. Persecution comes our way; we bear it patiently. We are ~ 

,......-- ~ slandered, and we try conciliation. We have become the world's refuse, ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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the scum of all; that is the present state of affairs. 

I am writing you in this way not to shame you but to admonish you 
as my beloved children. Granted you have ten thousand guardians in 
Christ, you have only one father. It was I who begot you in Christ Jesus 
through my preaching of the gospel. I beg you, then, be imitators of me. 

MONDAY OF THE ELEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 2: 3c-15 

Brethren: My happiness is yours. That is why I wrote you in great 
sorrow and anguish, with copious tears - not to make you sad but to 
help you realize the great love I bear you. 

If anyone has given offense he has hurt not only me, but in some 
measure, to say no more, everyone of you. The punishment already in
flicted by the majority on such a one is enough; you should now relent 
and support him so that he may not be crushed by too great a weight 
of sorrow. I therefore beg you to reaffirm your love for him. The reason 
I wrote you was to test you and learn whether you are obedient in all 
matters. If you forgive a man anything, so do I. Any forgiving I have done 
has been for your sakes and, before Christ, to prevent Satan - whose 
guile we know too well - from outwitting us. 

When I came to Troas (Troh-as) to preach the gospel of Christ: the door 
of opportunity was opened wide for me by the Lord. Yet I was inwardly 
troubled because I did not find my brother Titus (Tigh-tus) there. So I said 
goodbye to them and went off to Macedonia (Mas-a-do-nih-a). Thanks be 
to God, who unfailingly leads us on in Christ's triumphal train, and em
ploys us to diffuse the fragrance of his knowledge everywhere! We are 
an aroma of Christ for God's sake, both among those who are being 
saved and those on the way to destruction. 

TUESDAY OF THE ELEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 2: 14 thru 3: 3 

Brethren: Thanks be to God, who unfailingly leads us on in Christ's 
triumphal train, and employs us to diffuse the fragrance of his knowl
edge everywhere! We are an aroma of Christ for God's sake, both 
among those who are being saved and those on the way to destruction; 
to the latter an odor dealing death, to the former a breath bringing life. 
For such a mission as this, is anyone really qualified? We at least are not 
I ike so many who trade on the word of God. We speak in Christ's name, 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ pure in motivation, conscious of having been sent by God and of stand- ~ 

,...... ~ ing in his presence. ~ 

m Am I beginning to speak well of myself again? Or do I need letters of m 
r- ~ recommendation to you or from you as others might? You are my letter, ~ 

~ known and read by all men, written on your hearts. Clearly you are a ~ 
~ letter of Christ which I have delivered, a letter written not with ink but ~ 

,_..... ~ by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of ~ 
~ flesh in the heart. ~ 
~ ~ 

,........ I WEDNESDAY OF THE ELEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
r- m 2nd Corinthians 3: 4-11 ~ 

~ Brethren: This great confidence in God is ours, through Christ. It is ~ 
~ not that we are entitled of ourselves to take credit for anything. Our sole ~ 

r- ~ credit is from God, who has made us qualified ministers of a new ~ 
~ covenant, a covenant not of a written law but of spirit. The written law ~ 

,.--. ~ kills, but the Spirit gives life. ~ 
~ If the ministry of death, carved in writing on stone, was inaugurated ~ 
~ with such glory that the Israelites could not look on Moses' face be- ~ 

r- ~ cause of the glory that shone on it (even though it was a fading glory), ~ 
~ how much greater will be the glory of the ministry of the Spirit? If the ~ 

r- ~ ministry of the covenant that condemned had glory, greater by far is the ~ 
~ glory of the ministry that justifies. Indeed, when you compare that lim- ~ 
~ ited glory with this surpassing glory, the former should be declared no ~ 

r- ~ glory at all. If what was destined to pass away was given in glory, ~ 
~ greater by far is the glory that endures. ~ 
~ ~ I THURSDAY OF THE ELEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ 2nd Corinthians 4: 1-6 ~ 
~ Brethren: Because we possess this ministry through God's mercy, we ~ 
~ do not give in to discouragement. Rather, we repudiate shameful, under- ~ 
~ handed practices. We do not resort to trickery or falsify the word of God. ~ 
~ We proclaim the truth openly and commend ourselves to every man's ~ 
~ conscience before God. If our gospel can be called "veiled" in any sense, ~ 
~ it is such only for those who are headed toward destruction. Their unbe- ~ 
~ lieving minds have been blinded by the god of the present age so that ~ 
~ they do not see the splendor of the gospel showing forth the glory of ~ 
~ Christ, the image of God. It is not ourselves we preach but Christ Jesus ~ 
~ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts, that we ~ 
~ in turn might make known the glory of God shining on the face of Christ. i 
~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE ELEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ 2nd Corinthians 4: 13-18 ~ 
i Brethren: We have that spirit of faith of which the Scripture says, i 
i "Because I believed, I spoke out." We believe and so we speak, know- i _.., 
~ ing that he who raised up the Lord Jesus will raise us up along with ~ 
~ Jesus and place both us and you in his presence. Indeed, everything is ~ 
~ ordered to your benefit, so that the grace bestowed in abundance may ~ ~ 
~ bring greater glory to God because they who give thanks are many. ~ 

~ We do not lose heart, because our inner being is renewed each day ~ ........... 
i even though our body is being destroyed at the same time. The pres- ~ 
i ent burden of our trial is light enough, and earns for us an eternal weight i 
~ of glory beyond all comparison. We do not fix our gaze on what is seen ~ 
~ but on what is unseen. What is seen is transitory; what is unseen lasts ~ 
~ forever. ~ ........... 
~ ~ I SATURDAY OF THE ELEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
i 1st Corinthians 1 : 3-9 ~ 
~ Brethren: Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus ~ 
~ Christ. I continually thank my God for you because of the favor he has ~ ........... 
~ bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, in whom you have been richly en- ~ 
~ dowed with every gift of speech and knowledge. Likewise, the witness ~ ...........:~ 
~ I bore to Christ has been so confirmed among you that you lack no spir- ~ 
~ itual gift as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will ~ 
~ strengthen you to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of ~ ........J 

i our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and it was he who called you to ~ 
~ fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. ~ 
~ ~ I ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I .......... 
~ 1st Corinthians 9: 2-12 ~ 

~ Brethren: Although I may not be an apostle for others, I certainly am ~ 
~ one for you. You are the very seal of my apostolate in the Lord. ~ 

~ My defense against those who criticize me is this: Do we not have ~ 
~ the right to eat and drink? Do we not have the right to marry a believ- ~ 
i ing woman like the rest of the apostles and the brothers of the Lord and ~ 

~ ~ 
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....... 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ Cephas (Se-tas)? Is it only myself and Barnabas who are forced to work ~ 

1 ~ for a living? What soldier in the field pays for his rations? Who plants a ~ 
~ vineyard and does not eat of its yield? What shepherd does not nour- ~ 
~ ish himself with the milk of his flock? You may think the reasons I am ~ 

,--. ~ giving are merely human ones, but does not the law itself speak of these ~ 
~ things? It is written in the law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox ~ 

,.......... ~ while it treads out grain." Is God concerned here for oxen, or does he ~ 
~ not rather say this for our sakes? You can be sure it was written for us, ~ 
~ for the plowman should plow in hope and the harvester expect a share ~ 

,--. ~ in the grain. If we have sown for you in the spirit, is it too much to ex- ~ 
~ pect a material harvest from you? If others have this right over you, is ~ 
~ not our right even greater? But we have not used this right. On the con- ~ 
~ trary, we put up with all sorts of hardships so as not to place any obsta- ~ 
~ cle in the way of the gospel of Christ. ~ 

I MONDAY OF THE TWELFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ 2nd Corinthians 5: 1 0-15 ~ 
~ Brethren: The lives of all of us are to be revealed before the tribunal ~ 
~ of Christ so that each one may receive his recompense, good or bad, ~ 
~ according to his life in the body. ~ 

I" ~ Standing in awe of the Lord we try to persuade men, but what we are ~ 
~ is known to God. I hope that it is also known to you in your consciences. ~ 
~ We shall not begin to recommend ourselves to you again, but we are ~ 

,--. ~ giving you an opportunity to boast about us so that you may have ~ 
~ something to say to those who take pride in external appearances, and ~ 
~ not in what lies in the heart. Indeed, if we are ever caught up out of our- ~ 
~ selves, God is the reason; and when we are brought back to our senses, ~ 
~ it is for your sakes. The love of Christ impels us who have reached the ~ 
~ conviction that since one died for all, all died. He died for all so that ~ 
~ those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who for ~ 
~ their sakes died and was raised up. ~ 

I TUESDAY OF THE TWELFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
r- ~ 2nd Corinthians 5: 15-21 ~ 

~ Brethren: Christ died for all so that those who live might live no ~ 
r- ~ longer for themselves, but for him who for their sakes died and was ~ 

~ raised up. Because of this we no longer look on anyone in terms of mere ~ 

..-- ~ human judgment. If at one time we so regarded Christ, we no longer ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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know him by this standard. This means that if anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation. The old order has passed away; now all is new! All this 
has been done by God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ 
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation. I mean that God, in 
Christ, was reconciling the world to himself, not counting men's trans
gressions against them, and that he has entrusted the message of rec
onciliation to us. This makes us ambassadors for Christ, God as it were 
appealing through us. We implore you, in Christ's name: be reconciled 
to God! For our sakes God made him who did not know sin, to be sin, 
so that in him we might become the very holiness of God. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE TWELFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 6: 11-16b 

Men of Corinth, we have spoken to you frankly, opening our hearts 
wide to you. There is no lack of room for you in us; the narrowness is in 
you. In fair exchange, then (I speak as a father to his children), open 
wide your hearts! 

Do not yoke yourselves in a mismatch with unbelievers. After all, 
what do righteousness and lawlessness have in common, or what fel
lowship can light have with darkness? What accord is there between 
Christ and Belial (Bee-li-ahl), what common lot between believer and un
believer? Tell me what agreement there is between the temple of God 
and idols. You are the temple of the living God. 

THURSDAY OF THE TWELFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 7: 1-1 0 

Brethren: Since we have these promises, beloved, let us purify our
selves from every defilement of flesh and spirit, and in the fear of God 
strive to fulfill our consecration perfectly. 

Make room for us in your hearts! We have injured no one, we have 
corrupted no one, we have cheated no one. I do not condemn you. I 
have already said that you are in our hearts, even to the sharing of death 
and life together. I speak to you with utter frankness and boast much 
about you. I am filled with consolation, and despite my many afflictions 
my joy knows no bounds. 

When I arrived in Macedonia (Mas-a-do-ni-a) I was restless and ex
hausted. I was under all kinds of stress- quarrels with others and fears 
within myself. But God, who gives heart to those who are low in spirit, 
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gave me strength with the arrival of Titus. This he did, not only by his 
arrival but by the reinforcement Titus had already received from you; 
for he reported your longing, your grief and your ardent concern for me, 
so that my joy is greater still. If I saddened you by my letter I have no 
regrets. Or if I did feel some regret (because I understand that the let
ter caused you grief for a time), I am happy once again; not because you 
were saddened, but because your sadness led to repentance. You were 
filled with a sorrow that came from God; thus you did not suffer any 
loss from us. Indeed, sorrow for God's sake produces a repentance 
without regrets, leading to salvation, whereas worldly sorrow brings 
death. 

FRIDAY OF THE TWELFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 7: 1 0-16 

ffii 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ Brethren: Indeed, sorrow for God's sake produces a repentance ~ 

without regrets, leading to salvation, whereas worldly sorrow brings ~ 
death. Just look at the fruit of this sorrow which stems from God. What ~ 
a measure of holy zeal it has brought you, not to speak of readiness to ~ 
defend yourselves! What indignation, fear, and longing! What ardent de- ~ 
sire to restore the balance of justice! In every way you have displayed ~ 
your innocence in this matter. Therefore, my writing to you was not in- ~ 
tended for the man who had given the offense or for the one offended, ~ 
but to make plain in the sight of God the devotion you have for us. This ~ 
done, we arA comforted. ~ 

~ Beyond this consolation, we have rejoiced even more at the joy of . ~ 
Titus because his mind has been set at rest by all of you. For though I ~ 
had boasted to him about you, I was not put to shame. Rather, just as ~ 
everything I ever said to you was true, so my boasting to Titus has been ~ 
proved equally true. His heart embraces you with an expanding love as ~ 
he recalls the obedience you showed to God when you received him in ~ 
fear and trembling. I rejoice because I trust you utterly. ~ 

~ 
SATURDAY OF THE TWELFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Corinthians 1: 26-31 

Brethren, you are among those called. Consider your situation. Not 
many of you are wise, as men account wisdom; not many are influential; 
and surely not many are well-born. God chose those whom the world 
considers absurd to shame the wise; he singled out the weak of this 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ world to shame the strong. He chose the world's lowborn and despised, ~ 
~ those who count for nothing, to reduce to nothing those who were some- ~ 
~ thing; so that mankind can do no boasting before God. God it is who ~ 
~ has given you life in Christ Jesus. He has made him our wisdom and ~ 
~ also our justice, our sanctification, and our redemption. This is just as ~ -...J 

~ you find it written, "Let him who would boast, boast in the Lord." ~ 

~ ~ 
~ TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ .__. 

~ 1st Corinthians 15: 1-11 ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ Brethren, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which ~ 
~ you received and in which you stand firm. You are being saved by it at ~ 
~ this very moment if you hold fast to it as I preached it to you. Otherwise ~ .__. 
~ you have believed in vain. I handed on to you first of all what I myself ~ 
~ received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; ~ 
~ that he was buried and, in accordance with the Scriptures, rose on the ~ 
~ third day; that he was seen by Cephas (Se-tas), then by the Twelve. After ~ 
~ that he was seen by five hundred brothers at once, most of whom are ~ __. 
~ still alive, although some have fallen asleep. Next he was seen by ~ 
~ James; then by all the apostles. Last of all he was seen by me, as one ~ 
~ born out of the normal course. I am the least of the apostles; in fact, be- ~ -
~ cause I persecuted the church of God, I do not even deserve the name. ~ 
~ But by God's favor I am what I am. This favor of his to me has not ~ ..__. 
~ proved fruitless. Indeed, I have worked harder than all the others, not ~ 
~ on my own but through the favor of God. In any case, whether it be I or ~ 
~ they, this is what we preach and this is what you believed. ~ 

~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE THIRTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ ..__. 

~ 2nd Corinthians 8: 7-15 ~ 

~ Brethren: Just as you are rich in every respect, in faith and discourse, ~ 
~ in knowledge, in total concern, and in the love we bear you, so may you ~ 
@! abound in this charity [begun among you by Titus]. @! 

~ ~ ~ ~ I am not giving an order but simply testing your generous love ~ 
~ against the concern which others show. You are well acquainted with ~ 
~ the favor shown you by our Lord Jesus Christ: how for your sake he ~ 
~ made himself poor though he was rich, so that you might become rich ~ __.. 
@! by his poverty. I am about to give you some advice on this matter of @! 

~ ~ .-~ rich and poor. It will help you who began this good work last year, not ~ -
~ only to carry it through, but to do so willingly. Carry it through now to a ~ 
~ ~ __.. 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ successful completion, so that your ready resolve may be matched by ~ 
~ giving according to your means. The willingness to give should accord ~ 
~ with one's means, not go beyond them. The relief of others ought not ~ 
~ to impoverish you: there should be a certain equality. Your plenty at the ~ 

r- ~ present time should supply their need so that their surplus may one day ~ 
~ supply your need, with equality as a result. It is written, "He who gath- ~ 

1 ~ ered much had no excess and he who gathered little had no lack." ~ 

~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE THIRTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

,........, ~ 2nd Corinthians 8: 16 thru 9: 5 I 
r- ~ Brethren: Thanks be to God, who has put an equal zeal for you in ~ 

~ the heart of Titus! Not only did he welcome our appeal, but being very ~ 
~ eager he has gone to you freely. We have sent along with him that ~ 

r ~ brother whom all the churches praise for his preaching of the gospel. He ~ 
~ has been appointed our traveling companion by the churches, as we ~ 

,........, ~ willingly carry on this work of charity for the glory of the Lord. There is ~ 
~ one thing I wish to avoid, namely any blame over my handling of this ~ 
~ generous collection. We are concerned not only for God's approval but ~ 
~ also for the good esteem of men. We have sent along that brother ~ 
~ whose eagerness has been proved to us in many ways. He is now more ~ 

1 

~ eager than ever for this work because of his great trust in you. As for ~ 
l ~ Titus, he is my companion and fellow worker in your behalf; our broth- ~ 

~ ers too are apostles of the churches, the glory of Christ. Therefore, show ~ 
~ these men the proof of your love, and why we boast about you, for all ~ 

~ the churches to see. ~ 

~ There is really no need for me to write you about this collection for ~ 
~ the members of the church. I already know your willingness, and boast ~ 

• ~ about you to the Macedonians (Mas-a-do-ni-anz) with respect to it, saying ~ 
,...--.., ~ that Achaia (A-kay-a) has been ready since last year. Your zeal has stirred ~ 

~ up most of them. I nonetheless send the brothers so that our claims for ~ 
~ you in this regard may not be shown empty. I do so that you may be ~ 
~ ready, as I have been saying you are, lest any Macedonians come with ~ 

• ~ me and find you unready; then I should be put to shame -to say noth- ~ 
~ ing of you - for having had this trust. I have thought it necessary to ~ 
~ exhort the brothers to go to you and arrange in advance for the boun- ~ 
~ tiful gift you have already promised. It should be ready as a gracious ~ 

,...--...- ~ gift, not as an exaction. ~ 
~ ~ 

r ~ ~ 
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WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 9: 12 thru 1 0: 7 

Brethren: The administering of this [charity collection] not only sup
plies the needs of the members of the church but also overflows in 
much gratitude to God. Because of your praiseworthy service they are 
glorifying God for your obedient faith in the gospel of Christ, and for 
your generosity in sharing with them and with all. They pray for you 
longingly because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks 
be to God for his indescribable gift! 

I, Paul, exhort you by the meekness and kindness of Christ, I who 
(you say) when present in your midst am lowly, but when absent am 
bold toward you. I beg you that when I am there, I may not have to act 
boldly, with that assurance I might dare to use courageously against 
certain ones who accuse us of weak human behavior. We do indeed 
live in the body but we do not wage war with human resources. The 
weapons of our warfare are not merely human. They possess God's 
power for the destruction of strongholds. We demolish sophistries and 
every proud pretension that raises itself against the knowledge of God; 
we likewise bring every thought into captivity to make it obedient to 
Christ. We are ready to punish disobedience in anyone else once your 
own obedience is perfect. You view things superficially. If anyone is 
convinced that he belongs to Christ, let him reflect on this: he may be
long to Christ but just as much do we. 

THURSDAY OF THE THIRTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 1 0: 7-18 

Brethren: You view things superficially. If anyone is convinced that he 
belongs to Christ, let him reflect on this: he may belong to Christ but just 
as much do we. If I find I must make a few further claims about the 
power the Lord has given us for your upbuilding and not for your de
struction, this will not embarrass me in the least. At the same time, I do 
not wish to intimidate you with my letters. His letters, they say, are se
vere and forceful, but when he is here in person he is unimpressive and 
his word makes no great impact. Well, let such people give this some 
thought, that what we are by word, in the letters during our absence, 
that we mean to be in action when we are present. 

We are not so bold, of course, as to classify or compare ourselves 
with certain people who recommend themselves. Since people like that 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ are their own appraisers, comparing themselves with one another, they ~ 
~ only demonstrate their ignorance. When we make claims we will not go ~ 

• ~ over the mark but will stay within the bounds the God of moderation ~ 
~ has set for us - leading us to you. We are not overreaching ourselves, ~ 
~ as we should be doing if we had not bothered to come to you. But in- ~ 
~ deed we did get as far as you with the gospel of Christ. We do not boast ~ 

1 
~ immoderately of the work of others; we hope that as your faith grows ~ 
~ our influence may also grow among you and overflow. Following the ~ 
~ rule laid down for us, we hope to preach the gospel even beyond your ~ 
~ borders without having to boast of work already done by another in his ~ 
~ allotted territory. [As I said to you previously], "Let him who would boast, ~ 

,._ ~ boast in the Lord." It is not the man who recommends himself who is ~ 
~ approved but the man whom the Lord recommends. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ FRIDAY OF THE THIRTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 2nd Corinthians 11 : 5-21 a ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ Brethren: I consider myself inferior to the "super-apostles" in noth- ~ 
~ ing. I may be unskilled in speech but I know that I am not lacking in ~ 

,...._....., ~ knowledge. We have made this evident to you in every conceivable way. ~ 
~ Could I have done wrong when I preached the gospel of God to you ~ 

,._ ~ free of charge, humbling myself with a view to exalting you? I robbed ~ 
~ other churches, I accepted support from them in order to minister to ~ 
~ you. When I was with you and in want I was a burden to none of you, ~ 

,........., ~ for the brothers who came from Macedonia (Mas-a-do-ni-a) supplied my ~ 
~ needs. In every way possible I kept myself from being burdensome to ~ 
~ you, and I shall continue to do so. I swear by the Christ who is in me that ~ 

~ ~ this boast of mine will not cease in the regions of Achaia (A-kay-a)! Why? ~ 
~ Because I do not love you? God knows I do. What I am doing I shall ~ 

,.......... ~ continue to do, depriving at every turn those who look for a chance to ~ 
• ~ say that in their much-vaunted ministry they work on the same terms as ~ 

~ we do. Such men are false apostles. They practice deceit in their dis- ~ 
,.......... ~ guise as apostles of Christ. And little wonder! For even Satan disguises ~ 

~ himself as an angel of light. It comes as no surprise that his ministers ~ 
,._ ~ disguise themselves as ministers of the justice of God. But their end ~ 

~ will correspond to their deeds. ~ 

~ I repeat: let no one think me foolish. But if you do, then accept me ~ 
,.........., ~ as a fool all the way and let me do a little boasting. What I am about to ~ 
• ~ say in this self-assured boasting, I speak not as the Lord desires but ~ 
r-- ~ after the manner of a fool. Since many are bragging about their human ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ distinctions, I too will boast. Being wise yourselves, you gladly put up ~ 
~ with fools. You even put up with those who exploit you, who impose ~ 
~ upon you and put on airs, with those who slap your face. To my shame ~ 
~ I must confess that we have been too weak to do such things. ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE THIRTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1st Corinthians 2: 6-9 ~ 
~ ~ -~ Brethren: There is, to be sure, a certain wisdom which we express ~ 
~ among the spiritually mature. It is not a wisdom of this age, however, nor ~ ........J 

~ of the rulers of this age, who are men headed for destruction. No, what ~ 
~ we utter is God's wisdom: a mysterious, a hidden wisdom. God planned ~ 
~ it before all ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age knew the ~ ....__. 
~ mystery; if they had known it, they would never have crucified the Lord ~ 
~ of glory. Of this wisdom it is written: "Eye has not seen, ear has not ~ 
~ heard, nor has it so much as dawned on man what God has prepared ~ 
~ for those who love him." ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1st Corinthians 16: 13-24 ~ __, 

~ Brethren: Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, and act like men. ~ 
~ In a word, be strong. Do everything with love. You know that the house- ~ 
~ hold of Stephan us (Stet-a-nas) is the first fruits of Achaia (A-kay-a) and is de- ~ 
~ voted to the service of the saints. I urge you to serve under such men ~ 
~ and under everyone who cooperates and toils with them. I was very ~ -J 
~ happy at the arrival of Stephenas, Fortunatus (For-chu-nay-tus), and ~ 
~ Achaicus {A-kay-i-kus), because they made up for your absence. They have ~ 
~ refreshed my spirit as they did yours. You should recognize the worth ~ 
~ of such men. ~ 
~ ~ l ~ The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila {Ak-wih-la) and Prisca ~ _... 
~ (Pris-ka), together with the assembly that meets in their house, send you ~ 
~ cordial greetings in the Lord. All the brethren greet you. Greet one an- ~ 
~ other with a holy kiss. ~ 
~ It is I, Paul, who send you this greeting in my own hand. If anyone ~ 
~ does not love the Lord, let a curse be upon him. 0 Lord, come! The ~ 
~ favor of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. ~ 

I I ~ 
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~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE FOURTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

r-"" ~ 2nd Corinthians 12: 1 0-19 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: I am content with weakness, with mistreatment, with dis- ~ 

r--- ~ tress, with persecutions and difficulties for the sake of Christ; for when ~ 
~ I am powerless, it is then that I am strong. ~ 

r---- ~ What a fool I have become! You have driven me to it. You are the ~ 
~ ones who should have been commending me. Even though I am noth- ~ 
~ ing, I am in no way inferior to the "super-apostles." Indeed, I have per- ~ 

,......... ~ formed among you with great patience the signs that show the apostle, ~ 
~ signs and wonders and deeds of power. In what way are you inferior to ~ 

,..._ ~ the other churches except in this, that I was no burden to you? Forgive ~ 
~ me this injustice! This is the third time that I am about to visit you, and ~ 
~ I am not going to burden you; for I do not want what you have, I only ~ 

......... ~ want you. Children should not save up for their parents, but parents for ~ 
~ children. I will gladly spend myself and be spent for your sakes. If I love ~ 

,.......... ~ you too much, will I be loved the less for that? Granted that I did not bur- ~ 
~ den you - but being crafty, you say, I caught you by guile. Did I ever ~ 
~ take advantage of you through any of the men I sent to you? I urged ~ 

r- ~ Titus to go to you, and I sent the other brother with him. Did Titus take ~ 
~ advantage of you in any way? Did we not act in the one spirit, walk in ~ 

r-- ~ the same footsteps? Do you think throughout this recital that I am de- ~ 
' ~ fending myself to you? Before God I tell you, in Christ, I have done ~ 

~ everything to build you up, my dear ones. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE FOURTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 2nd Corinthians 12: 20 thru 13: 2 ~ 
- ~ m ~ Brethren: I fear that when I come I may not find you to my liking, nor ~ 
_ ~ may you find me to yours. I fear I may find discord, jealousy, outbursts ~ 

~ of anger, selfish ambitions, slander and gossip, self-importance, disor- ~ 
~ der. I fear that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, ~ 

r--- ~ and I may have to mourn over the many who sinned earlier and have not ~ 
~ repented of the uncleanness, fornication, and sensuality they practiced. ~ 

~ This is the third time I shall be coming to you. [Scripture says], "A ju- ~ 
~ dicial fact shall be established only on the testimony of two or three ~ 
~ witnesses." I said before when I was there the second time- and Ire- ~ 

r--- ~ peat it now in my absence - to those who sinned before and to all the ~ 
~ rest, that if I come again I shall not spare you. ~ 

- 1 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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WEDNESDAY OF THE FOURTEENTH WEEK 
AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 13: 3-13 

Brethren: You are, after all, looking for a proof of the Christ who 
speaks in me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful in you. 
It is true he was crucified out of weakness, but he lives by the power of 
God. We too are weak in him, but we live with him by God's power in us. 
Test yourselves to see whether you are living in faith; examine your
selves. Perhaps you yourselves do not realize that Christ Jesus is in 
you - unless, of course, you have failed the challenge. I hope you will 
understand that we have not failed. We pray God that you may do no 
evil - not in order that we may appear approved but Simply that you 
may do what is good, even though we may seem to have failed. We 
cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the sake of the truth. 
We even rejoice when we are weak and you are strong. Our prayer is 
that you may be built up to completion. 

I am writing in this way while away from you, so that when I am with 
you I may not have to exercise with severity the authority the Lord has 
given me - authority to build up rather than to destroy. And now, 
brethren, I must say goodbye. Mend your ways. Encourage one another. 
Live in harmony and peace, and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the holy ones send greetings 
to you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all! 

THURSDAY OF THE FOURTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Galatians 1 : 1-1 0, 20-21, and 2: 1-5 

Paul, an apostle sent not by men or by any man, but by Jesus Christ 
and God his Father who raised him from the dead. I and my brothers who 
are with me send greetings to the churches in Galatia (Ga-lay-sha). We wish 
you the favor and peace of God our Father and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for our sins, to rescue us from the present evil age, as 
our God and Father willed -to him be glory for endless ages. Amen. 

I am amazed that you are so soon deserting him who called you in 
accord with his gracious design in Christ, and are going over to another 
gospel. But there is no other. Some who wish to alter the gospel of 
Christ must have confused you. For even if we, or an angel from heaven, 
should preach to you a gospel not in accord with the one we delivered 
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~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ to you, let a curse be upon him! I repeat what I have just said: if anyone ~ 
~ preaches a gospel to you other than the one you received, let a curse ~ 
~ be upon him! ~ 
~ Whom would you say I am trying to please at this point- men or ~ 
~ God? Is this how I seek to ingratiate myself with men? If I were trying ~ 
~ to win man's approval, I would surely not be serving Christ! ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ •I declare before God that what I have just written is true. Thereafter ~ 
~ I entered the regions of Syria and Cilicia (Sih-lish-a). The communities of ~ 
~ Christ in Judea had no idea what I looked like; they had only heard that ~ 
~ "he who was formerly persecuting us is now preaching the faith he tried ~ 

r- ~ to destroy," and they gave glory to God on my account. ~ 

~ •Then, after fourteen years, I went up to Jerusalem again with Barn- ~ 
~ abas, this time taking Titus with me. I went prompted by a revelation, ~ 
~ and I laid out for their scrutiny the gospel as I present it to the Gentiles ~ 
~ - all this in private conference with the leaders, to make sure the ~ 

.......... ~ course I was pursuing, or had pursued, was not useless. Not even Titus, ~ 
~ who was with me, was ordered to undergo circumcision, despite his ~ 
~ being a Greek. Certain false claimants to the title of brother were smug- ~ 

,.......... ~ gled in; they wormed their way into the group to spy on the freedom ~ 
~ we enjoy in Christ Jesus and thereby to make slaves of us, but we did ~ 
~ not submit to them for a moment. We resisted so that the truth of the ~ 
~ gospel might survive intact for your benefit. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE FOURTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ Galatians 2: 6-1 0 ~ 

,......._ ~ Those who were regarded as important, however (and it makes no ~ 
~ difference to me how prominent they were- God plays no favorites), ~ 
~ made me add nothing. ~ 
~ On the contrary, recognizing that I had been entrusted with the ~ 
~ gospel for the uncircumcised, just as Peter was for the circumcised (for ~ 

r ~ he who worked through Peter as his apostle among the Jews had been ~ 
~ at work in me for the Gentiles), and recognizing, too, the favor bestowed ~ 

,......... ~ on me, those who were the acknowledged pillars, James, Cephas (Se- ~ 
• ~ tas), and John, gave Barnabas and me the handclasp of fellowship, sig- ~ 
~ nifying that we should go to the Gentiles as they to the Jews. The only ~ 

,......._ ~ stipulation was that we should be mindful of the poor- the one thing ~ 

~ that I was making every effort to do. ~ 

- 1 I 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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SATURDAY OF THE FOURTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Corinthians 4: 1-5 

Brethren: Men should regard us as servants of Christ and adminis
trators of the mysteries of God. The first requirement of an administra
tor is that he prove trustworthy. It matters little to me whether you or any 
human court pass judgment on me. I do not even pass judgment on 
myself. Mind you, I have nothing on my conscience. But that does not 
mean that I am declaring myself innocent. The Lord is the one to judge 
me, so stop passing judgment before the time of his return. He will bring 
to light what is hidden in darkness and manifest the intentions of hearts. 
At that time, everyone will receive his praise from God. 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 1 : 21 thru 2: 4 

Brethren: God is the one who firmly establishes us along with you in 
Christ; it is he who anointed us and has sealed us, thereby depositing 
the first payment, the Spirit, in our hearts. I call on God as my witness 
that it was out of consideration for you that I did not come to Corinth 
(Kor-inth) again. Domineering over your faith is not my purpose. I prefer to 
work with you toward your happiness. As regards faith, you are stand
ing firm. 

I did decide, however, not to visit you again in painful circumstances. 
For if I cause you pain, who can make me happy again but the ones I 
grieved? I wrote as I did so that when I come I may not be saddened by 
those who should rejoice my heart. I know you all well enough to be 
convinced that my happiness is yours. That is why I wrote you in great 
sorrow and anguish, with copious tears-not to make you sad but to help 
you realize the great love I bear you. 

MONDAY OF THE FIFTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Galatians 2: 11 -16 

Brethren: When Cephas (Se-tas) came to Antioch (An-tee-ock) I directly 
withstood him, because he was clearly in the wrong. He had been tak
ing his meals with the Gentiles before others came who were from 
James. But when they arrived he drew back to avoid trouble with those 
who were circumcised. The rest of the Jews joined in his dissembling, 
till even Barnabas was swept away by their pretense. As soon as I ob-
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~·~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ served that they were not being straightforward about the truth of the ~ 

,......_ ~ gospel, I has this to say to Cephas (Se-tas) in the presence of all: "If you ~ 
~ who are a Jew are living according to Gentile ways rather than Jewish, ~ 
~ by what logic do you force the Gentiles to adopt Jewish ways?" ~ 

....-- ~ We are Jews by birth, not sinners of Gentile origin. Nevertheless, ~ 
~ knowing that a man is not justified by legal observance but by faith in @ 

- ~ ~ · · ~ Jesus Christ, we too have believed in him in order to be justifed by faith ~ 
~ in Christ, not by observance of the law; for by works of the law no one ~ 
~ will be justified. ~ 

~ ~ ~ I TUESDAY OF THE FIFTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Galatians 2: 21 thru 3: 7 ~ 
~ Brethren: I will not treat God's gracious gift as pointless. If justice is ~ 
~ available through the law, then Christ died to no purpose! You senseless ~ 
~ Galatians (Ga-lay-shunz)l Who has cast a spell over you - you before ~ 

,...._, ~ whose eyes Jesus Christ was displayed to view upon his cross? I want ~ 
~ to learn only one thing from you; how did you receive the Spirit? Was it ~ 
~ through observance of the law or through faith in what you heard? How ~ 
~ could you be so stupid? After beginning in the spirit, are you now to ~ 
~ end in the flesh? Have you had such remarkable experiences all to no ~ 

r- ~ purpose - if indeed they were to no purpose? Is it because you ob- ~ 
~ serve the law or because you have faith in what you heard that God lav- ~ 
~ ishes the Spirit on you and works wonders in your midst? Consider the ~ 

- ~ case of Abraham: he "believed God, and it was credited to him as jus- ~ 
~ tice." This means that those who believe are sons of Abraham. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE FIFTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Galatians 3: 15-22 ~ :- I Brethren, let me give you an everyday example of a promise not ~ 
~ being nullified by the law. You cannot add anything to a man's will or set ~ 

....-- ~ it aside once it is legally validated. There were promises spoken to Abra- ~ 
~ ham and to his "descendant." Scripture does not say, "and to your de- ~ 

,..._ ~ scendants," as if it applied to many, but as if it applied only to one, [as ~ 
~ Scripture says], "and to your descendant"; that is, to Christ. My point is ~ 
~ this: a covenant formally ratified by God is not set aside as invalid by ~ 

....-- ~ any law that came into being four hundred and thirty years later, nor is ~ 
~ its promise nullified. Clearly, if one's inheritance comes through the law, ~ 
~ it is no longer conferred in virtue of the promise. Yet it was by way of ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ promise that God granted Abraham his privilege. ~ 

~ What is the relevance of the law, in such case? It was given in view ~ 
~ of transgressions and promulgated by angels, at the hands of a medi- ~ ....._,J 

~ ator; it was to be valid only until that descendant or offspring came to ~ 
~ whom the promise had been given. Now there can be no mediator when ~ .........., 
~ only one person is involved; and God is one. Does this mean that the ~ 
~ law is opposed to the promises [of God]? Again, unthinkable! If the law ~ 
~ that was given was such that it could impart life, then justice would be ~ ,___., 
~ a consequence of the law. In fact, however, Scripture has locked all ~ 
~ things in under the constraint of sin. Why? So that the promise might be ~ .........J 

~ fulfilled in those who believe, in consequence of faith in Jesus Christ. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE FIFTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ .......... 

~ Galatians 3: 23 thru 4: 5 ~ 
~ Brethren: Before faith came we were under the constraint of the law, ~ 
~ locked in until the faith that was coming should be revealed. In other ~ 
~ words, the law was our monitor until Christ came to bring about our ~ .......... 
~ justification through faith. But now that faith is here, we are no longer ~ 
~ in the monitor's charge. Each one of you is a son of God because of ~ 
~ your faith in Christ Jesus. All of you who have been baptized into Christ ~ _. 
~ have clothed yourselves with him. There does not exist among you Jew ~ 
~ or Greek, slave or freeman, male or female. All are one in Christ Jesus. ~ .........., 
~ Furthermore, if you belong to Christ you are the descendants of Abra- ~ 
~ ham, which means you inherit all that was promised. ~ 

~ Brethren: as long as a designated heir is not of age his condition is ~ .......... 
~ no different from that of a slave, even though in name he is master of ~ 
~ all his possessions; for he is under the supervision of guardians and ~ --...~ 
~ administrators until the time set by his father. In the same way, while ~ 
~ we were not yet of age we were like slaves subordinated to the ele- ~ 
~ ments of the world; but when the designated time had come, God sent ~ .......... 
~ forth his Son born of a woman, born under the law, to deliver from the ~ 
~ law those who were subjected to it, so that we might receive our sta- ~ .........., 
~ tus as adopted sons. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE FIFTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ --
~ Galatians 4: 8-21 ~ 
~ Brethren: In the past, when you did not acknowledge God, you ~ 
~ served as slaves to gods who are not really divine. Now that you have ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ come to know God-or rather, have been known by him-how can you ~ 
r---"' ~ return to those powerless, worthless, natural elements to which you ~ 

~ seem willing to enslave yourselves once more? You even go so far as ~ 
r-"" ~ to keep the ceremonial observance of days and months, seasons and ~ 

~ years! I fear for you; all my efforts with you may have been wasted. ~ 

~ I beg you, brethren, to become like me as I became like you. (Un- ~ 
....--. ~ derstand, you have not done me any wrong.) You are aware that it was ~ 

~ a bodily ailment that first occasioned my bringing you the gospel. My ~ 
~ ~ physical condition was a challenge which you did not despise or brush ~ 

~ aside in disgust. On the contrary, you took me to yourselves as an angel ~ 
~ of God, even as if I had been Christ Jesus! What has happened to your ~ 

r- ~ openhearted spirit? I can testify on your behalf that if it were possible ~ 
~ you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me. Have I be- ~ 
~ come your enemy just because I tell you the truth? ~ 

..--- ~ The people I have referred to are not courting your favor in any gen- ~ 

.--- ~ erous spirit. What they really want is to exclude you so that you may ~ 
, m~ court their favor. It would be well for you to be courted for the right rea- m~ 

~ sons at all times, and not only when I happen to be with you. You are ~ 
_ ~ my children, and you put me back in labor pains until Christ is formed ~ 

~ in you. If only I could be with you now and speak to you differently! You ~ 
@! have me at a complete loss. You who want to be subject to the law, tell @! 

r- ~ ~ m~ me: do you know what the law has to say? m~ 

~ ~ --- I SATURDAY OF THE FIFTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ 1st Corinthians 4: 17 thru 5: 5 ~ 

- ~ ~ . . ~ Brethren: I have sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful son in the ~ 
~ Lord. He will remind you of my ways in Christ, just as I teach them in all ~ 
~ the churches. Some have grown full of self-importance, thinking that I ~ 

r- ~ will not come to you. But I shall come to you soon, the Lord willing, and ~ 
~ find out, not what they say, but what they can do. The kingdom of God ~ 

,_...... ~ does not consist in talk but in power. Which do you prefer, that I come ~ 
~ to you with a rod, or with love and a gentle spirit? ~ 
~ It is actually reported that there is lewd conduct among you of a kind ~ 

r ~ not even found among the pagans-a man living with his father's wife. ~ 
~ Still you continue to be self-satisfied, instead of grieving, and getting rid ~ 

1 ~ of the offender! As for me, though absent in body I am present in spirit, ~ 
L ~ and have already passed sentence in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ ~ 
r- ~ on the man who did this deed. United in spirit with you and empowered ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ by our Lord Jesus, I hand him over to Satan for the destruction of his ~ 
~ flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord. ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ 2nd Corinthians 4: 6-15 ~ .........J 

~ Brethren: God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone ~ 
~ in our hea'rts, that we in turn might make known the glory of God shin- ~ 
~ ing on the face of Christ. This treasure we possess in earthen vessels ~ 
~ to make it clear that its surpassing power .comes from God and not ~ 
~ from us. We are afflicted in every way possible, but we are not crushed; ~ ......J 
~ full of doubts, we never despair. We are persecuted but never aban- ~ 
~ doned; we are struck down but never destroyed. Continually we carry ~ 
~ about in our bodies the dying of Jesus, so that in our bodies the life of ~ 
~ Jesus may also be revealed. While we live we are constantly being de- ~ 
~ livered to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be re- ~ ........... 
~ vealed in our mortal flesh. Death is at work in us, but life in you. We ~ 
~ have that spirit of faith of which the Scripture says, "Because I believed, ~ .__ 
~ I spoke out." We believe and so we speak, knowing that he who raised ~ 
~ up the Lord Jesus will raise us up along with Jesus and place both us ~ 
~ and you in his presence. Indeed, everything is ordered to your benefit, ~ ........l 

~ so that the grace bestowed in abundance may bring greater glory to ~ 
~ God because they who give thanks are many. ~ 
~ ~ ~ I MONDAY OF THE SIXTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Galatians 4: 28 thru 5: 1 0 ~ .........J 

~ Brethren: You are children of the promise, as Isaac was. But just as ~ 
~ in those days the son born in nature's course persecuted the one whose ~ 
~ birth was in the realm of spirit, so do we find it now. What does Scrip- ~ 
~ ture say on the point? "Cast out slave girl and son together; for the slave ~ 
~ girl's son shall never be an heir on equal terms with the son" of the one ~ 

~ born free. ~ 
~ Therefore, my brethren, we are not children of a slave girl but of a ~ ........... 
~ mother who is free. ~ 
~ ~ .. ~ It was for liberty that Christ freed us. So stand firm, and do not take ~ -
~ on yourselves the yoke of slavery a second time! Pay close attention to ~ 
~ me, Paul, when I tell you that if you have yourselves circumcised, Christ ~ 
~ will be of no use to you! I point out once more to all who receive circum- ~ .......... 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ cison that they are bound to the law in its entirety. Any of you who seek ~ 
~ your justification in the law have severed yourselves from Christ and ~ 
~ fallen from God's favor! It is in the spirit that we eagerly await the justi- ~ 
~ fication we hope for, and only faith can yield it. In Christ Jesus neither ~ 
~ circumcision nor the lack of it counts for anything; only faith, which ex- ~ 
~ presses itself through love. ~ 
~ You were progressing so very well; who diverted you from the path ~ 
~ of truth? Such enticement does not come from him who calls you. "A lit- ~ 
~ tie yeast can affect the entire dough." I trust that, in the Lord, you will ~ 
~ not adopt a different view. May condemnation fall on whoever it is that ~ 
~ is unsettling you. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE SIXTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ Galatians 5: 11-21 ~ 
~ Brethren, as for me, if I am still preaching circumcision, why do the ~ 

r- ~ attacks on me continue? If I were, the cross would be a stumbling block ~ 
~ no more. Would that those who are troubling you might go the whole ~ 
~ way, and castrate themselves! ~ 

~ My brethren, remember that you have been called to live in free- ~ 
~ dom-but not a freedom that gives free rein to the flesh. Out of love, ~ 

r- ~ place yourselves at one another's service. The whole law has found its ~ 
~ fulfillment in this one saying: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." ~ 
~ If you go on biting and tearing one another to pieces, take care! You ~ 

,..... ~ will end up in mutual destruction! ~ 
~ My point is that you should live in accord with the spirit and you will ~ 

r- ~ not yield to the cravings of the flesh. The flesh lusts against the spirit ~ 
~ and the spirit against the flesh; the two are directly opposed. This is ~ 

,.... ~ why you do not do what your will intends. If you are guided by the spirit, ~ 
~ you are not under the law. It is obvious what proceeds from the flesh: ~ 
~ lewd conduct, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hostilities, bick- ~ 

r- ~ ering, jealousy, drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I have ~ 
~ warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the king- ~ 
~ dom of God! ~ 

...... ~ ~ I WEDNESDAY OF THE SIXTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 

..---. ~ Galatians 6: 2-1 0 ~ 
~ Brethren: Help carry one another's burdens; in that way you will ful- i 

..---. ~ fill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks he amounts to something, when ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ in fact he is nothing, he is only deceiving himself. Each man should look ~ 
~ to his conduct; if he has reason to boast of anything, it will be because ~ 
~ the achievement is his and not another's. Everyone should bear his own ~ _. 
~ responsibility. ~ 
~ The man instructed in the word should share all he has with his in- ~ 
~ structor. Make no mistake about it, no one makes a fool of God! A man ~ 

~ will reap only what he sows. If he sows in the field of the flesh, he will ~ 
~ reap a harvest of corruption; but if his seed-ground is the spirit, he will ~ ...._.. 
~ reap everlasting life. Let us not grow weary of doing good; if we do not ~ 
~ relax our efforts, in due time we shall reap our harvest. While we have ~ __. 
~ the opportunity, let us do good to all men-but especially those of the ~ 
~ household of the faith. ~ 
~ ~ ~ I THURSDAY OF THE SIXTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Ephesians 1 : 1 -9 ~ -
~ Paul, by the will of God an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the holy ones ~ 
~ [at Ephesus (Et-eh-sus)], believers in Christ Jesus. Grace and peace to you ~ ...._J 

~ from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. ~ 

~ Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has ~ 
~ bestowed on us in Christ every spiritual blessing in the heavens! God ~ _.. 
~ chose us in him before the world began, to be holy and blameless in his ~ 
~ sight, to be full of love; he likewise predestined us through Christ Jesus ~ 
~ to be his adopted sons - such was his will and pleasure - that all ~ 
~ might praise the glorious favor he has bestowed on us in his beloved. ~ 

~ It is in Christ and through his blood that we have been redeemed ~ 
~ and our sins forgiven, so immeasurably generous is God's favor to us. ~ 
~ God has given us the wisdom to understand fully the mystery, the plan ~ 
~ he was pleased to decree in Christ. ~ 
~ ~ I FRIDAY OF THE SIXTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Ephesians 1: 7-17 ~ 
~ Brethren: It is in Christ and through his blood that we have been re- ~ 
@! deemed and our sins forgiven, so immeasurably generous is God's @! 

~ ~ -r.!l favor to us. God has given us the wisdom to understand fully the mys- r.!l 

~ tery, the plan he was pleased to decree in Christ, to be carried out in the ~ 
~ fullness of time: namely, to bring all things in the heavens and on earth ~ 
~ into one under Christ's headship. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ In him we were chosen; for in the decree of God, who administers ~ 
~ everything according to his will and counsel, we were predestined to ~ 
~ praise his glory by being the first to hope in Christ. In him you too were ~ 
~ chosen; when you heard the glad tidings of salvation, the word of truth, ~ 

~"' ~ and believed in it, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit who had been ~ 
~ promised. He is the pledge of our inheritance, the first payment against ~ 
~ the full redemption of a people God has made his own, to praise his ~ 
~ glory. ~ 
~ For my part, from the time I first heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus ~ 
~ and your love for all the members of the church, I have never stopped ~ 
~ thanking God for you and recommending you in my prayers. May the ~ 

1 ~ God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, grant you a spirit of ~ 
~ wisdom and insight to know him clearly. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE SIXTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ 1st Corinthians 1 0: 23-298 ~ 
~ Brethren: "All things are lawful," but not all are advantageous. "All ~ 
~ things are lawful" -which does not mean that everything is construe- ~ 
~ tive. No man should seek his own interest but rather that of his neigh- ~ 
~ bor. Eat whatever is sold in the market without raising any question of ~ 

,...._ ~ conscience. [Scriptures say,] "The earth and its fullness are the Lord's." ~ 
~ If an unbeliever invites you to his table and you want to go, eat what- ~ 
~ ever is placed before you, without raising any question of conscience. ~ 
~ But if someone should say to you, "This was offered in idol worship," do ~ 
~ not eat it, both for the sake of the one who called attention to it and on ~ 
~ account of the conscience issue-not your own conscience but your ~ 

-- ~ neighbor's. ~ 
~ ~ 

,...._ ~ SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ 2nd Corinthians 6: 1-1 0 ~ 
~ ~ ~"" ~ Brethren: As your fellow workers we beg you not to receive the grace ~ 
~ of God in vain. For he says, "In an acceptable time I have heard you; on ~ 

.......... ~ a day of salvation I have helped you." Now is the acceptable time! Now ~ 
~ is the day of salvation! We avoid giving anyone offense, so that our min- ~ 
~ istry may not be blamed. On the contrary, in all that we do we strive to ~ 

r--" ~ present ourselves as ministers of God, acting with patient endurance ~ 
~ amid trials, difficulties, distresses, beatings, imprisonments, and riots; ~ 
~ as men familiar with hard work, sleepless nights, and fastings; conduct- ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ ing ourselves with innocence, knowledge, and patience, in the Holy ~ 
~ Spirit, in sincere love as men with the message of truth and the power ~ 
~ of God; wielding the weapons of righteousness with right hand and left, ~ 
~ whether honored or dishonored, spoken of well or ill. We are called im- ~ 
~ posters, yet we are truthful; nobodies who in fact are well known; dead, ~ ___. 
~ yet here we are alive; punished, but not put to death; sorrowful, though ~ 
~ we are always rejoicing; poor, yet we enrich many. We seem to have ~ 
~ nothing, yet everything is ours! ~ 

~ ~ 
~ MONDAY OF THE SEVENTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ .......... 

~ Ephesians 1 : 22 thru 2: 3 ~ 
~ Brethren: [God, the Father of glory,] has put all things under Christ's ~ 
~ feet and has made him, thus exalted, head of the church, which is his ~ 
~ body: the fullness of him who fills the universe in all its parts. ~ 

~ You were dead because of your sins and offenses, as you gave aile- ~ 
~ giance to the present age and to the prince of the air, that spirit who is ~ 
~ even now at work among the rebellious. All of us were once of their ~ 
~ company; we lived at the level of the flesh, following every whim and ~ 
~ fancy, and so by nature deserved God's wrath like the rest. ~ .......... 

I TUESDAY OF THE SEVENTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Ephesians 2: 19 thru 3: 7 ~ -..j 

~ Brethren: You are strangers and aliens no longer. No, you are fellow ~ 
~ citizens of the saints and members of the household of God. You form ~ .......J 

~ a building which rises on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, ~ 
~ with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. Through him the whole struc- ~ --.J 

~ ture is fitted together and takes shape as a holy temple in the Lord; in ~ 

~ him you are being built into this temple, to become a dwelling place for ~ 
~ God in the Spirit. ~ ___. 

~ I am sure you have heard of the ministry which God in his goodness ~ 
~ gave me in your regard. That is why to me, Paul, a prisoner for Christ ~ 
~ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles, God's secret plan as I have briefly de- ~ 
~ scribed it was revealed. When you read what I have said, you will real- ~ 
~ ize that I know what I am talking about in speaking of the mystery of ~ 
~ Christ, unknown to men in former ages but now revealed by the Spirit ~ 
~ to the holy apostles and prophets. It is no less than this: in Christ Jesus ~ 
~ the Gentiles are now co-heirs with the Jews, members of the same body ~ 
~ and sharers of the promise through the preaching of the gospel. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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Through the gift God in his goodness bestowed on me by the exer
cise of his power, I became a minister of the gospel. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE SEVENTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Ephesians 3: 8-21 

Brethren: To me, the least of all believers, was given the grace to 
preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ and to en
lighten all men on the mysterious design which for ages was hidden in 
God, the Creator of all. Now, therefore, through the church, God's man
ifold wisdom is made known to the principalities and powers of heaven, 
in accord with his age-old purpose, carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
In Christ and through faith in him we can speak freely to God, drawing 
near him with confidence. Hence, I beg you not to be disheartened by 
the trials I endure for you; they are your glory. 

That is why I kneel before the Father from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth takes its name; and I pray that he will bestow on 
you gifts in keeping with the riches of his glory. May he strengthen you 
inwardly through the working of his Spirit. May Christ dwell in your 
hearts through faith, and may charity be the root and foundation of your 
life. Thus you will be able to grasp fully, with all the holy ones, the 
breadth and length and height and depth of Christ's love, and experi
ence this love which surpasses all knowledge, so that you may attain 
to the fullness of God himself. 

To him whose power now at work in us can do immeasurably more 
than we ask or imagine-to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus through all generations, world without end. Amen. 

THURSDAY OF THE SEVENTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Ephesians 4: 14-19 

Brethren: Let us, then, be children no longer, tossed here and there, 
carried about by every wind of doctrine that originates in human trick
ery and skill in proposing error. Rather, let us profess the truth in love 
and grow to the full maturity of Christ the head. Through him the whole 
body grows, and with the proper functioning of the members joined 
firmly together by each supporting ligament, builds itself up in love. I 
declare and solemnly attest in the Lord that you must no longer live as 
the pagans do-their minds empty, their understanding darkened. They 
are estranged from a life in God because of their ignorance and their re-
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sistance; without remorse they have abandoned themselves to lust and 
the indulgence of every sort of lewd conduct. 

FRIDAY OF THE SEVENTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Ephesians 4: 17-25 

Brethren: I declare and solemnly attest in the Lord that you must no 
longer live as the pagans do-their minds empty, their understanding 
darkened. They are estranged from a life in God because of their igno
rance and their resistance; without remorse they have abandoned them
selves to lust and the indulgence of every sort of lewd conduct. That is 
not what you learned when you learned Christ! I am supposing, of 
course, that he has been preached and taught to you in accord with the 
truth that is in Jesus: namely, that you must lay aside your former way 
of life and the old self which deteriorates through illusion and desire, 
and acquire a fresh, spiritual way of thinking. You must put on that new 
man created in God's image, whose justice and holiness are born of 
truth. See to it, then, that you put an end to lying; let everyone speak the 
truth to his neighbor, for we are members of one another. 

SATURDAY OF THE SEVENTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Corinthians 14: 20-25 

Brethren, do not be childish in your outlook. Be like children as far 
as evil is concerned, but in mind be mature. It is written in the law, "In 
strange tongues and in alien speech I will speak to this people, and 
even so they will not heed me, says the Lord." The gift of tongues is a 
sign, not for those who believe but for those who do not believe, while 
prophecy is not for those who are without faith but for those who have 
faith. If the uninitiated or unbelievers should come in when the whole 
church is assembled and everyone is speaking in tongues, would they 
not say that you are out of your minds? But if an unbeliever or an unini
tiate enters while all are uttering prophecy, he will be taken to task by 
all and called to account by all, and the secret of his heart will be laid 
bare. Falling prostrate, he will worship God, crying out, "God is truly 
among you." 
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~ ~ ~ I SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ 2nd Corinthians 6: 16b thru 7: 1 ~ 

~ Brethren: You are the temple of the living God, just as God has said: ~ 
r- ~ "I will dwell with them and walk among them. I will be their God and ~ 

~ they shall be my people. Therefore, 'Come out from among them and ~ 
~ separate yourselves from them,' says the Lord; 'and touch nothing un- ~ 
~ clean. I will welcome you and be a father to you and you will be my sons ~ 
~ and daughters,' says the Lord Almighty." ~ 
~ Since we have these promises, beloved, let us purify ourselves from ~ 
~ every defilement of flesh and spirit, and in the fear of God strive to ful- ~ 

1 
~ fill our consecration perfectly. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ MONDAY OF THE EIGHTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

- ~ Ephesians 4: 25-32 ~ 
~ ~ - ~ Brethren: See to it, then, that you put an end to lying; let everyone ~ 
~ speak the truth to his neighbor, for we are members of one another. If ~ 
~ you are angry, let it be without sin. The sun must not go down on your ~ 

r--' ~ wrath; do not give the devil a chance to work on you. The man who has ~ 
~ been stealing must steal no longer; rather, let him work with his hands ~ 
@! at honest labor so that he will have something to share with those in @! 

- ~ ~ , ~ need. Never let evil talk pass your lips; say only the good things men ~ 
~ need to hear, things that will really help them. Do nothing to sadden the ~ 
~ Holy Spirit with whom you were sealed against the day of redemption. ~ 
~ Get rid of all bitterness, all passion and anger, harsh words, slander, and ~ 
~ malice of every kind. In place of these, be kind to one another, compas- ~ 

r-- ~ sionate, and mutually forgiving, just as God has forgiven you in Christ. ~ 

~ ~ 
r--- ~ TUESDAY OF THE EIGHTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Ephesians 5: 20-26 ~ 
~ Brethren: Give thanks to God the Father always and for everything ~ 

r---"'1 ~ in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Defer to one another out of rev- ~ 
~ erence for Christ. Wives should be submissive to their husbands as if ~ 

- ~ ~ , · ~ to the Lord because the husband Is head of his wife just as Christ is rill 

~ head of his body the church, as well as its savior. As the church submits ~ 
........., ~ to Christ, so wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Hus- ~ 

~ bands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church. He gave himself up ~ 
~ for her to make her holy, purifying her in the bath of water by the power ~ 

- ~ of the word. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

r---"'1 ~ 1 01 ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ WEDNESDAY OF THE EIGHTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Ephesians 5: 25-33 ~ 
~ Brethren: Love your wives, as Christ loved the church. He gave him- ~ 
~ self up for her to make her holy, purifying her in the bath of water by the ~ ___. 
~ power of the word, to present to himself a glorious church, holy and im- ~ 
~ maculate, without stain or wrinkle or anything of that sort. Husbands ~ 
~ should love their wives as they do their own bodies. He who loves his ~ 
~ wife loves himself. Observe that no one ever hates his own flesh; no, he ~ 
~ nourishes it and takes care of it as Christ cares for the church-for we ~ 
~ ~ -~ 
ii!l are members of his body. [Scripture says:] "For this reason a man shall ~ -
~ leave his father and mother, and shall cling to his wife, and the two shall ~ 
~ be made into one." This is a great foreshadowing; I mean that it refers ~ _ 
~ to Christ and the Church. In any case, each one should love his wife as ~ 
~ he loves himself, the wife for her part showing respect for her husband. ~ 
~ ~ -1 THURSDAY OF THE EIGHTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Ephesians 5: 33 thru 6: 9 ~ 
~ Brethren: Each one should love his wife as he loves himself, the wife ~ 
~ for her part showing respect for her husband. Children, obey your par- ~ 
~ ents in the Lord, for that is what is expected of you. "Honor your father ~ __. 
~ and mother" is the first commandment to carry a promise with it-"that ~ 
~ it may go well with you, and that you may have long life on the earth." ~ 
~ Fathers, do not anger your children. Bring them up with the training and ~ 

~ instruction befitting the Lord. ~ 

~ Slaves, obey your human masters with the reverence, the awe, and ~ 
~ the sincerity you owe to Christ. Do not render service for appearance ~ 
~ only and to please men, but do God's will with your whole heart as ~ 
~ slaves of Christ. Give your service willingly, doing it for the Lord rather ~ 
~ than men. You know that each one, whether slave or free, will be repaid ~ -..J 

~ by the Lord for whatever good he does. ~ 

~ Masters, act in a similar way toward your slaves. Stop threatening ~ 
~ them. Remember that you and they have a Master in heaven who plays ~ 
~ no favorites. ~ 

~ ~ -~ FRIDAY OF THE EIGHTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Ephesians 6: 18-24 ~ --
~ Brethren: At every opportunity pray in the Spirit, using prayers and ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ petitions of every sort. Pray constantly and attentively for all in the holy ~ 

r- ~ company. Pray for me that God may put his word on my lips, that I may ~ 
- ~ courageously make known the mystery of the gospel-that mystery for ~ 
~ which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may have courage to ~ 

,.- ~ proclaim it as I ought. ~ 
~ Tychicus (Tik-a-kas), my dear brother and faithful minister in the Lord, ~ 

- ~ ~ . ~ will keep you informed as to how I am and what I am doing. I have sent ~ 
· ~ him to you for the very purpose of giving you news about me for your ~ 
~ hearts' consolation. ~ 

r-- ~ ~ 
~ May God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ grant the brothers ~ 
@! peace and love and faith. Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus ~ 

- ~ ~ · ~ Christ with unfailing love. ~ 

r-- 1 SATURDAY OF THE EIGHTEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ 1st Corinthians 15: 39-45 ~ 

- ~ Brethren: Not all bodily nature is the same. Men have one kind of ~ 
~ body, animals another. Birds are of their kind, fish are of theirs. There are ~ 
~ heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies. The splendor of the heav- ~ 

r- ~ enly bodies is one thing, that of the earthly another. The sun has a splen- ~ 
~ dor of its own, so has the moon, and the stars have theirs. Even among ~ 

.-- ~ the stars, one differs from another in brightness. So is it with the resur- ~ 
~ rection of the dead. What is sown in the earth is subject to decay, what ~ 
~ rises is incorruptible. What is sown is ignoble, what rises is glorious. ~ 

r-- ~ Weakness is sown, strength rises up. A natural body is put down and a ~ 
~ spiritual body comes up. If there is a natural body, be sure there is also ~ 
~ a spiritual body. Scripture has it that Adam, the first man, became a liv- ~ 
~ ing soul; the last Adam has become a life-giving spirit. ~ 

- i i ~ ~ EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 2nd Corinthians 9: 6-11 ~ 
r--' ~ Brethren: Let me say this much: He who sows sparingly will reap ~ 

~ sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will reap bountifully. Everyone ~ 
- ~ must give according to what he has inwardly decided; not sadly, not ~ 

~ grudgingly, for God loves a cheerful giver. God can multiply his favors ~ 
~ among you so that you may always have enough of everything and even ~ 

- ~ a surplus for good works, as it is written: "He scattered abroad and ~ 
~ gave to the poor, his justice endures forever." He who supplies seed for ~ 

,..- ~ the sower and bread for the eater will provide in abundance; he will mul- ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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tiply the seed you sow and increase your generous yield. In every way 
your liberality is enriched; through us it results in thanks offered to God. 

MONDAY OF THE NINETEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Philippians 1 : 1-7 

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the holy ones at 
Philippi (Fil-i-pigh), with their bishops and deacons in Christ Jesus. Grace 
and peace be yours from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ! 

I give thanks to my God every time I think of you-which is con
stantly, in every prayer I utter-rejoicing, as I plead on your behalf, at the 
way you have all continually helped promote the gospel from the very 
first day. 

I am sure of this much: that he who has begun the good work in you 
will carry it through to completion, right up to the day of Christ Jesus. 
It is only right that I should entertain such expectations in your regard 
since I hold all of you dear-you who, to a man, are sharers of my gra
cious lot when I lie in prison or am summoned to defend the solid 
grounds on which the gospel rests. 

TUESDAY OF THE NINETEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Philippians 1: 8-14 

Brethren: God himself can testify how much I long for each of you 
with the affection of Christ Jesus! My prayer is that your love may more 
and more abound, both in understanding and wealth of experience, so 
that with a clear conscience and blameless conduct you may learn to 
value the things that really matter, up to the very day of Christ. It is my 
wish that you may be found rich in the harvest of justice which Jesus 
Christ has ripened in you, to the glory and praise of God. 

My brethren, I want you to know that my situation has worked out to 
the furtherance of the gospel. My imprisonment in Christ's cause has 
become well known throughout the praetorium here, and to others as 
well; most of my brothers in Christ, taking courage from my chains, have 
been further emboldened to speak the word of God fearlessly. 
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~ ~ ~ WEDNESDAY OF THE NINETEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

r-- ~ Philippians 1 : 12-20a ~ 
~ Brethren, I want you to know that my situation has worked out to the ~ 

r-- ~ furtherance of the gospel. My imprisonment in Christ's cause has be- ~ 
~ come well known throughout the praetorium here, and to others as well; ~ 
~ most of my brothers in Christ, taking courage from my chains, have ~ 
~ been further emboldened to speak the word of God fearlessly. It is true, ~ 
~ some preach Christ from motives of envy and rivalry, but others do so ~ 

r- ~ out of good will. Some act from unaffected love, aware that my circum- ~ 
~ stances provide an opportunity to defend the gospel's cause; others ~ 

r- ~ promote Christ, not from pure motives but as an intrigue against me, ~ 
• ~ thinking that it will make my imprisonment even harsher. ~ 

~ What of it? All that matters is that in any and every way, whether from ~ 
r ~ specious motives or genuine ones, Christ is being proclaimed! That is ~ 

~ what brings me joy. Indeed, I shall continue to rejoice, in the conviction ~ 
,..-.. ~ that this will turn out to my salvation, thanks to your prayers and the ~ 

~ support I receive from the Spirit of Jesus Christ. I firmly trust and antic- ~ 
~ ipate that I shall never be put to shame for my hopes. ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE NINETEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

,_ ~ Philippians 1: 20b-27a ~ 
~ Brethren: I have full confidence that now as always Christ will be ex- ~ 

r- ~ alted through me, whether I live or die. For, to me, "life" means Christ; ~ 
~ hence dying is so much gain. If, on the other hand, I am to go on living ~ 
~ in the flesh, that means productive toil for me - and I do not know ~ 
~ which to prefer. I am strongly attracted by both: I long to be freed from ~ 
~ this life and to be with Christ, for that is the far better thing; yet it is ~ 

,.._ ~ more urgent that I remain alive for your sakes. This fills me with confi- ~ 
~ dence that I will stay with you, and persevere with you all, for your joy ~ 
~ and your progress in the faith. My being with you once again should ~ 

1 ~ make you even prouder of me in Christ. Conduct yourselves, then, in a ~ 
~ way worthy of the gospel of Christ. ~ 

,_ ~ ~ 
~ ~ FRIDAY OF THE NINETEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Philippians 1 : 27 thru 2: 4 ~ 
~ Brethren: Conduct yourselves, then, in a way worthy of the gospel of ~ 
@l Christ. If you do, whether I come and see you myself or hear about your @l 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ behavior from a distance, it will be clear that you are standing firm in ~ 
~ unity of spirit and exerting yourselves with one accord for the faith of the ~ 
~ gospel. Do not be intimidated by your opponents in any situation. Their ~ 
~ opposition foreshadows downfall for them, but salvation for you. All this ~ 
~ is as God intends, for it is your special privilege to take Christ's part-not ~ 
~ only to believe in him but also to suffer for him. Yours is the same strug- ~ 
~ gle as mine, the one in which you formerly saw me engaged and now ~ 
~ hear that I am caught up. ~ --..~ 

~ In the name of the encouragement you owe me in Christ, in the name ~ 
~ of the solace that love can give, of fellowship in spirit, compassion, and ~ 
~ pity, I beg you: make my joy complete by your unanimity, possessing the ~ 
~ one love, united in spirit and ideals. Never act out of rivalry or conceit; ~ 
~ rather, let all parties think humbly of others as superior to themselves, ~ 
~ each of you looking to others' interests rather than to his own. ~ 
~ ~ I SATURDAY OF THE NINETEENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I .._.. 
~ 1st Corinthians 15: 58 thru 16: 3 ~ 
~ Brethren: Be steadfast and persevering, my beloved brothers, fully ~ 
~ engaged in the work of the Lord. You know that your toil is not in vain ~ 
~ when it is done in the Lord. ~ ~ 
~ About the collection for the saints, follow the instructions I gave the ~ 
~ churches of Galatia (Ga-lay-sha). On the first day of each week everyone ~ --... 
~ should put aside whatever he has been able to save, so that the collec- ~ 
~ tion will not have to be taken up after I arrive. When I come I shall give ~ 
~ letters of introduction to those whom you have chosen to take your gift ~ .._.. 
~ to Jerusalem. ~ 
~ ~ I NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ 2nd Corinthians 11 : 31 thru 12: 9 ~ _J 

~ Brethren: The God and Father of the Lord Jesus knows - blessed ~ 
~ be he forever- that I do not lie. In Damascus (Da-mass-kus) the ethnarch ~ -...~ 
~ of King Aretas (Ar-eh-tas) was keeping a close watch on the city in order ~ 
~ to arrest me, but I was lowered in a basket through a window in the wall ~ 
~ and escaped his hands. ~ -....~ 

~ I must go on boasting, however useless it may be, and speak of vi- ~ 
~ sions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who, fourteen ~ 
~ years ago, whether he was in or outside his body I cannot say, only God ~ __.. 
~ can say- a man who was snatched up to the third heaven. I know that ~ 

~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ this man - whether in or outside his body I do not know, God knows ~ 

r- ~ -was snatched up to Paradise to hear words which cannot be uttered, ~ 
~ words which no man may speak. About this man I will boast; but I will ~ 
~ do no boasting about myself unless it be about my weaknesses. And ~ 
~ even if I were to boast it would not be folly in me because I would only ~ 
~ be telling the truth. ~ 
~ But I refrain, lest anyone think more of me than what he sees in me ~ 
~ or hears from my lips. As to the extraordinary revelations, in order that ~ 

r- ~ I might not become conceited I was given a thorn in the flesh, an angel ~ 
~ of Satan to beat me and keep me from getting proud. Three times I ~ 
~ begged the Lord that this might leave me. He said to me, "My grace is ~ 

r- ~ enough for you, for in weakness power reaches perfection." And so I ~ 
~ willingly boast of my weaknesses instead, that the power of Christ may ~ 
~ rest upon me. ~ 

r- ~ ~ I MONDAY OF THE TWENTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Philippians 2: 12-16 ~ 
~ My dearly beloved, obedient as always to my urging, work with anx- ~ 

r- ~ ious concern to achieve your salvation, not only when I happen to be ~ 
~ with you but all the more now that I am absent. It is God who, in his ~ 

r- ~ good will toward you, begets in you any measure of desire or achieve- ~ 
~ ment. In everything you do, act without grumbling or arguing; prove ~ 
~ yourselves innocent and straightforward, children of God beyond re- ~ 

r- ~ proach in the midst of a twisted and depraved generation - among ~ 
~ whom you shine like the stars in the sky while holding fast to the word ~ 
~ of life. As I look to the Day of Christ, you give me cause to boast that I ~ 

...---. ~ did not run the race in vain or work to no purpose. ~ 
~ ~ 

,.....--. ~ TUESDAY OF THE TWENTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ Philippians 2: 16-23 ~ 

,..._ ~ Brethren: As I look to the Day of Christ, you give me cause to boast ~ 
~ that I did not run the race in vain or work to no purpose. Even if my life ~ 

...- ~ is to be poured out as a libation over the sacrificial service of your faith, ~ 
~ I am glad of it and rejoice with all of you. May you be glad on the same ~ 

~ score, and rejoice with me! ~ 

,..._ ~ I hope, in the Lord Jesus, to send Timothy to you very soon, that I ~ 
~ may derive courage from learning how things go with you. I have no ~ 

,.._ ~ one quite like him for genuine interest in whatever concerns you. Every- ~ 

~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ one is busy seeking his own interests rather than those of Christ Jesus. ~ 
~ You know from experience what Timothy's qualities are, how he was ~ 
~ like a son at his father's side serving the gospel along with me. I hope ~ 
~ to send him as soon as I see how things go with me. ~ 
~ ~ I WEDNESDAY OF THE TWENTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Philippians 2: 24-30 ~ 
~ Brethren: I am confident in the Lord that I myself will be coming soon. ~ 
; I have decided, too, that I must send you Epaphroditus (1-paf-ro-digh-tus), ; ___. 

~ my brother, co-worker, and comrade in arms, whom you sent to take ~ 
~ care of my needs. He has been longing for all of you, and was distressed ~ 
~ that you heard about his illness. He was, in fact, sick to the point of ~ 
~ death, but God took pity on him; not just on him, I should say, but on ~ 
~ me, too, so as to spare me one sorrow after another. I have been espe- ~ 
~ cially eager to send him so that you may renew your joy on seeing him, ~ 
~ and my own anxieties may be lessened. Welcome him joyously in the ~ 
~ Lord and hold men like him in esteem, for he came near to death for ~ 
~ the sake of Christ's work. He risked his life in an effort to render me ~ 
~ those services you could not render. ~ 
~ ~ I THURSDAY OF THE TWENTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Philippians 3: 1 -8 ~ __. 

; Brethren: For the rest, rejoice in the Lord. I find writing you these ; 
~ things no burden, and for you it is a safeguard. ~ 

~ Beware of unbelieving dogs. Watch out for workers of evil. Be on ~ 
~ guard against those who mutilate. It is we who are the circumcision, ~ --J 

~ who worship in the spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus rather than ~ 
~ putting our trust in the flesh - though I can be confident even there. If ~ 
~ anyone thinks he has a right to put his trust in external evidence, all the ~ 
~ more can I! I was circumcised on the eighth day, being of the stock of ~ 
~ Israel and the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrew origins; in legal ~ _ 
~ observance I was a Pharisee, and so zealous that I persecuted the m~ 
~ church. I was above reproach when it came to justice based on the law. ~ 
~ But those things I used to consider gain I have now reappraised as ~ .....,_J 

~ loss in the light of Christ. I have come to rate all as loss in the light of ~ 
~ the surpassing knowledge of my Lord Jesus Christ. For his sake I have ~ 
~ forfeited everything; I have accounted all else rubbish so that Christ ~ 
~ may be my wealth. ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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FRIDAY OF THE TWENTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Philippians 3: 8-19 

Brethren: I have come to rate all as loss in the light of the surpass
ing knowledge of my Lord Jesus Christ. For his sake I have forfeited 
everything; I have accounted all else rubbish so that Christ may be my 
wealth and I may be in him, not having any justice of my own based on 
observance of the law. The justice I possess is that which comes 
through faith in Christ. It has its origin in God and is based on faith. I 
wish to know Christ and the power flowing from his resurrection; like
wise to know how to share in his sufferings by being formed into the 
pattern of his death. Thus do I hope that I may arrive at resurrection 
from the dead. 

It is not that I have reached it yet, or have already finished my course; 
but I am racing to grasp the prize if possible, since I have been grasped 
by Christ [Jesus]. Brethren, I do not think of myself as having reached 
the finish line. I give no thought to what lies behind but push on to what 
is ahead. My entire attention is on the finish line as I run toward the 
prize to which God calls me - life on high in Christ Jesus. All of us who 
are spiritually mature must have this attitude. If you see it another way, 
God will clarify the difficulty for you. It is important that we continue on 
our course, no matter what stage we have reached. 

Be imitators of me, my brethren. Take as your guide those who fol
low the example that we set. Unfortunately, many go about in a way 
which shows them to be enemies of the cross of Christ. I have often 
said this to you before; this time I say it with tears. Such as these will 
end in disaster! Their god is their belly and their glory is in their shame. 
I am talking about those who are set upon the things of this world. 

SATURDAY OF THE TWENTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 1 : 8-11 

Brethren, we do not wish to leave you in the dark about the trouble 
we had in Asia; we were crushed beyond our strength, even to the point 
of despairing of life. We were left to feel like men condemned to death 
so that we might trust, not in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead. 
He rescued us from that danger of death and will continue to do so. We 
have put our hope in him who will never cease to deliver us. But you 
must help us with your prayers, so that on our behalf God may be 
thanked for the gift granted us through the prayers of so many. 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Galatians 1 : 11 -19 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: I assure you, the gospel I proclaimed to you is no mere ~ 
~ human invention. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I schooled ~ 
~ in it. It came by revelation from Jesus Christ. You have heard, I know, the ~ 
~ story of my former way of life in Judaism. You know that I went to ex- ~ 
~ tremes in persecuting the Church of God and tried to destroy it; I made ~ 
~ progress in Jewish observance far beyond most of my contemporaries, ~ 
~ in my excess of zeal to live out all the traditions of my ancestors. ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ But the time came when he who had set me apart before I was born ~ 
~ and called me by his favor chose to reveal his Son to me, that I might ~ 
~ spread among the Gentiles the good tidings concerning him. lmmedi- ~ ~ 
~ ately, without seeking human advisers or even going to Jerusalem to ~ 
~ see those who were apostles before me, I went off to Arabia (A-ray-bi-a); ~ 
~ later I returned to Damascus (Da-mass-kus). Three years after that I went ~ 
~ up to Jerusalem to get to know Cephas (Se-tas), with whom I stayed fif- ~ 
~ teen days. I did not meet any other apostles except James, the brother ~ 
~ of the Lord. ~ 
~ ~ I MONDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Philippians 4: 1 0-23 ~ 
~ Brethren: It gave me great joy in the Lord that your concern for me ~ --
~ bore fruit once more. You had been concerned all along, of course, but ~ 
~ lacked the opportunity to show it. I do not say this because I am in want, ~ 
~ for whatever the situation I find myself in I have learned to be selfsuffi- ~ 
~ cient. I am experienced in being brought low, yet I know what it is to ~ 
~ have an abundance. I have learned how to cope with every circum- ~ 
~ stance - how to eat well or go hungry, to be well provided for or do ~ 
~ without. In him who is the source of my strength I have strength for ~ __ 
~ everything. ~ 

~ Nonetheless, it was kind of you to want to share in my hardships. ~ _.. 
~ You yourselves know, my dear Philippians, that at the start of my evan- ~ 
~ gelizing, when I left Macedonia (Mas-a-do-nih-a), not a single congregation ~ 
~ except yourselves shared with me by giving me something for what it ~ -.J 

~ had received. Even when I was at Thessalonica (Thess-a-loh-nigh-ka) you ~ 
~ sent something for my needs, not once but twice. It is not that I am ~ 
~ eager for the gift; rather, my concern is for the ever-growing balance in ~ 
~ your account. Herewith is my receipt, which says that I have been fully ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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paid and more. I am well supplied because of what I received from you 
through Epaphroditus (1-pat-tro-digh-tus), a fragrant offering, a sacrifice ac
ceptable and pleasing to God. 

My God in turn will supply your needs fully, in a way worthy of his 
magnificent riches in Christ Jesus. All glory to our God and Father for 
unending ages! Amen. 

Give my greetings in Christ Jesus to every member of the church. 
My brethren here send you theirs, as do all those who believe, particu
larly those in Caesar's service. May the favor of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with your spirit. Amen. 

TUESDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Colossians 1 : 1-2.7-11 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our 
brother, to the holy ones at Colossae (Ko-loh-sih), faithful brothers in Christ. 
May God our Father give you grace and peace. 

You comprehended God's gracious intention through the instruc
tions of Epaphras (Ep-a-tras), our dear fellow slave, who represents us as 
a faithful minister of Christ. He it was who told us of your love in the 
Spirit. 

Ever since we heard this we have been praying for you unceasingly 
and asking that you may attain full knowledge of his will through perfect 
wisdom and spiritual insight. Then you will lead a life worthy of the Lord 
and pleasing to him in every way. You will multiply good works of every 
sort and grow in the knowledge of God. By the might of his glory you 
will be endowed with the strength needed to stand fast, even to endure 
joyfully whatever may come. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Colossians 1 : 18-23 

Brethren: It is [Christ] who is head of the body, the church; he who 
is the beginning, the first-born of the dead, so that primacy may be his 
in everything. It pleased God to make absolute fullness reside in him 
and, by means of him, to reconcile everything in his person, both on 
earth and in the heavens, making peace through the blood of his cross. 

You yourselves were once alienated from him; you nourished hostil
ity in your hearts because of your evil deeds. But now Christ has 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ achieved reconciliation for you in his mortal body by dying, so as to ~ 
~ present you to God holy, free of reproach and blame. But you must hold ~ 
~ fast to faith, be firmly grounded and steadfast in it, unshaken in the ~ 
~ hope promised you by the gospel you have heard. It is the gospel which ~ 
~ has been announced to every creature under heaven, and I, Paul, am its ~ 
~ servant. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ ........... 

~ Colossians 1: 24-29 ~ 
~ Brethren: Even now I find my joy in the suffering I endure for you. In ~ ..._. 
~ my own flesh I fill up what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ for the ~ 
~ sake of his body, the church. I became a minister of this church through ~ 
~ the commission God gave me to preach among you his word in its full- ~ 
~ ness, that mystery hidden from the ages and generations past but now ~ 
~ revealed to his holy ones. God has willed to make known to them the ~ ........... 
~ glory beyond price which this mystery brings to the Gentiles- the mys- ~ 
~ tery of Christ in you, your hope of glory. This is the Christ we proclaim ~ 
~ while we admonish all men to teach them in the full measure of wis- ~ 
~ dom, hoping to make every man complete in Christ. For this I work and ~ 
~ struggle, impelled by that energy of his which is so powerful a force ~ ........J 

~ within me. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Colossians 2: 1 -7 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: I want you to know how hard I am struggling for you and ~ 
~ for the Laodiceans (Lay-oh-di-see-anz) and the many others who have never ~ 
~ seen me in the flesh. I wish their hearts to be strengthened and them- ~ 
~ selves to be closely united in love, enriched with full assurance by their ~ 
~ knowledge of the mystery of God - namely Christ - in whom every ~ 
~ treasure of wisdom and knowledge is hidden. ~ 
~ I tell you all this so that no one may delude you with specious argu- ~ 
~ ments. I may be absent in body but I am with you in spirit, happy to see ~ --J 

~ good order among you and the firmness of your faith in Christ. Con- ~ 
~ tinue, therefore, to live in Christ Jesus the Lord, in the spirit in which ~ ___. 
~ you received him. Be rooted in him and built up in him, growing ever ~ 
~ stronger in faith, as you were taught, and overflowing with gratitude. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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; SATURDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ; 

I ~ 2nd Corinthians 3: 12-18 ~ 
l ~ ~ 

~ Brethren: Our hope being [the glory that endures], we act with full ~ 
l ~ confidence. We are not like Moses, who used to hide his face with a ~ 

~ veil so that the Israelites could not see the final fading of that glory. ~ 

1 
~ Their minds, of course, were dulled. To this very day, when the old ~ 

l. ~ covenant is read the veil remains unlifted; it is only in Christ that it is ~ 
~ taken away. Even now, when Moses is read a veil covers their under- ~ 
~ standing. "But whenever one turns to the Lord, the veil will be re- ~ 

l ~ moved." The Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there ~ 
1 

~ is freedom. All of us, gazing on the Lord's glory with unveiled faces, are ~ 
L. ~ being transformed from glory to glory into his very image by the Lord ~ 

~ who is the Spirit. ~ 

r- 1 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I 
r- ~ G 6 ~ ~ alatians 2: 1 -20 ~ 

~ Brethren: Knowing that a man is not justified by legal observance ~ 
~ but by faith in Jesus Christ, we too have believed in him in order to be ~ 
~ justified by faith in Christ, not by observance of the law; for by works of ~ 

1 

~ the law no one will be justified. But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, ~ 
L. ~ we are shown to be sinners, does that mean that Christ is encouraging ~ 

~ sin? Unthinkable! If, however, I were to build up the very things I had de- ~ 
~ molished, I should then indeed be a transgressor. It was through the ~ 

L ~ law that I died to the law, to live for God. I have been crucified with ~ 
~ Christ, and the life I live now is not my own; Christ is living in me. I still ~ 
~ live my human life, but it is a life of faith in the Son of God, who loved ~ 
~ me and gave himself for me. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ MONDAY OF THE TWENTY-SECOND WEEK ~ 
~ AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ Colossians 2: 13-21 ~ 
~ Brethren: Even when you were dead in sin and your flesh was uncir- ~ 
~ cumcised, God gave you new life in company with Christ. He pardoned ~ 
~ all our sins. He canceled the bond that stood against us with all its ~ 
~ claims, snatching it up and nailing it to the cross. Thus did God disarm ~ 
~ the principalities and powers. He made a public show of them and, ~ 
~ leading them off captive, triumphed in the person of Christ. ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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No one is free, therefore, to pass judgment on you in terms of what 
you eat or drink or what you do on yearly or monthly feasts, or on the 
sabbath. All these were but a shadow of things to come; the reality is 
the body of Christ. Let no one rob you of your prize by insisting on ser
vility in the worship of angels. Such a one takes his stand on his own ex
perience; he is inflated with empty pride by his human reflections when 
he should be in close touch with the head. The whole body, mutually 
supported and upheld by joints and sinews, achieves a growth from 
this source which comes from God. 

If with Christ you have died to cosmic forces, why should you be 
bound by rules that say, "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!" 
as though you were still living a life bounded by this world? 

TUESDAY OF THE TWENTY-SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Colossians 2: 20 thru 3: 3 

Brethren: If with Christ you have died to cosmic forces, why should 
you be bound by rules that say, "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not 
touch!" as though you were still living a life bounded by this world? 
Such prescriptions deal with things that perish in their use. They are 
based on merely human precepts and doctrines. While these make a 
certain show of wisdom in their affected piety, humility, and bodily aus
terity, their chief effect is that they indulge men's pride. 

Since you have been raised up in company with Christ, set your heart 
on what pertains to higher realms where Christ is seated at God's right 
hand. Be intent on things above rather than on things of earth. After all, 
you have died! Your life is hidden now with Christ in God. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE TWENTY-SECOND WEEK 
AFTER PENTECOST 

Colossians 3: 17 thru 4: 1 

Brethren: Whatever you do, whether in speech or in action, do it in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. Give thanks to God the Father through him. 

You who are wives, be submissive to your husbands. This is your 
duty in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives. Avoid any bitterness to
ward them. You children, obey your parents in everything as the ac
ceptable way in the Lord. And fathers, do not nag your children lest 
they lose heart. 
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~ ~ ~ To slaves I say, obey your human masters perfectly, not with the pur- ~ 
~ pose of attracting attention and pleasing men but in all sincerity and ~ 
~ out of reverence for the Lord. Whatever you do, work at it with your ~ 
~ whole being. Do it for the Lord rather than for men, since you know full ~ 
~ well you will receive an Inheritance from him as your reward. Be slaves ~ 
~ of Christ the Lord. Whoever acts unjustly will be repaid for the wrong he ~ 
; has done. No favoritism will be shown. You slaveowners, deal justly and ~ 
~ fairly with your slaves, realizing that you too have a master in heaven. ~ 

I THURSDAY OF THE TWENTY-SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Colossians 4: 2-9 ~ 

r I Brethren: Pray perseveringly, be attentive to prayer, and pray in a I 
~ spirit of thanksgiving. Pray for us, too, that God may provide us with an ~ 
~ opening to proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am a prisoner. ~ 
~ Pray that I may speak it clearly, as I must. Be prudent in dealing with ~ 
~ outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your speech be al- ~ 
~ ways gracious and in good taste, and strive to respond properly to all ~ 
~ who address you. ~ 

r- ~ Tychicus (Tik-a-kas), our dear brother, our faithful minister and fellow ~ 
~ slave in the Lord, will give you all the news about me. I am sending him ~ 

r- ~ to you for this purpose, and to comfort your hearts. With him is Ones- ~ 
~ imus (Oh-nes-ih-mus), our dear and faithful brother, who is one of you. They ~ 
~ will tell you all that has happened here. ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE TWENTY-SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ Colossians 4: 1 0-18 ~ 
~ Brethren: Aristarchus (Ar-i-star-kus), who is a prisoner along with me, ~ 
~ sends you greetings. So does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. You have ~ 
~ received instructions about him: if he comes to you, make him welcome. ~ 
~ Jesus known also as Justus (Juhs-tus) sends greetings. These are the ~ 
~ only circumcised ones among those who are working with me for the ~ 
~ kingdom of God. They have been a great comfort to me. Epaphras (Ep- ~ 

... ~ a-tras), who is one of you, sends greetings. He is a servant of Christ Jesus m 
~ who is always pleading earnestly in prayer that you stand firm, that you ~ 
~ be perfect and have full conviction about whatever pertains to God's ~ 
~ will. I can certainly testify how solicitous he is for you and for those at ~ 
~ Laodicea (Lay-oh-di-see-a) and Hierapolis (High-a-rap-a-lis). Luke, our dear ~ 

r- ~ physician, sends you greetings. So does Demas (Dee-mas). ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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Give our best wishes to the brothers at Laodicea and to Nymphas 
(Nim-tas) and the assembly that meets at his house. Once this letter has 
been read to you, see that it is read in the assembly of the Laodiceans 
(Lay-od-hi-see-anz) as well, and that you yourselves read the letter that is 
coming from Laodicea. To Archippus (Ar-kip-pus) say, "Take care to dis
charge the ministry you have received in the Lord." 

This greeting is from Paul - in my own hand! Remember my chains. 
Grace be with you. 

SATURDAY OF THE TWENTY-SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Corinthians 5: 1-1 Oa 

Brethren: Indeed, we know that when the earthly tent in which we 
dwell is destroyed we have a dwelling provided for us by God, a 
dwelling in the heavens, not made by hands but to last forever. We 
groan while we are here, even as we yearn to have our heavenly habi
tation envelop us. This it will, provided we are found clothed and not 
naked. While we live in our present tent we groan; we are weighed down 
because we do not wish to be stripped naked but rather to have the 
heavenly dwelling envelop us, so that what is mortal may be absorbed 
by life. God has fashioned us for this very thing and has given us the 
Spirit as a pledge of it. 

Therefore we continue to be confident. We know that while we dwell 
in the body we are away from the Lord. We walk by faith, not by Sight. 
I repeat, we are full of confidence and would much rather be away from 
the body and at home with the Lord. This being so, we make it our aim 
to please him whether we are with him or away from him. The lives of 
all of us are to be revealed before the tribunal of Christ. 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Galatians 6: 11 -18 

Brethren: See, I write to you in my own large handwriting! Those who 
are trying to force you to be circumcised are making a play for human 
approval-with an eye to escaping persecution for the cross of Christ. 
The very ones who accept circumcision do not follow the law them
selves. They want you to be circumcised only that they may boast about 
your bodily observance. 

May I never boast of anything but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Through it, the world has been crucified to me and I to the world. It 
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- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ means nothing whether one is circumcised or not. All that matters is ~ 

-- ~ that one is created anew. Peace and mercy on all who follow this rule ~ 
~ of life, and on the Israel of God. ~ 
~ Henceforth, let no man trouble me, for I bear the brand marks of ~ 
~ Jesus in my body. Brethren, may the favor of our Lord Jesus Christ be ~ 
~ with your spirit. Amen. ~ 

~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE TWENTY-THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

1 ~ 1st Thessalonians 1: 1-5 ~ 
~ Paul, Silvanus (Sil-vay-nus), and Timothy, to the church of the Thessaloni- ~ 

1 ~ ans who belong to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace ~ 
~ and peace be yours. ~ 

~ We keep thanking God for all of you and we remember you in our ~ 
~ prayers, for we constantly are mindful before our God and Father of the ~ 
~ way you are proving your faith, and laboring in love, and showing con- ~ 

,...._ ~ stancy of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. We know, too, brothers beloved ~ 
~ of God, how you were chosen. Our preaching of the gospel proved not ~ 
~ a mere matter of words for you but one of power; it was carried on in ~ 

r- ~ the Holy Spirit and out of complete conviction. You know as well as we ~ 
~ do what we proved to be like when, while still among you, we acted on ~ 

r- ~ your behalf. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE TWENTY-THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

..-- ~ 1 st Thessalon ians 1 : 6-1 0 ~ 
r- ~ Brethren: You became imitators of us and of the Lord, receiving the ~ 

~ word despite great trials, with the joy that comes from the Holy Spirit. ~ 
~ Thus you became a model for all the believers of Macedonia (Mas-a-do- ~ 

,..._ ~ ni-a) and Achaia (A-kay-a). The word of the Lord has echoed forth from you ~ 
~ resoundingly. This is true not only in Macedonia and Achaia; through- ~ 
~ out every region your faith in God is celebrated, which makes it need- ~ 

r--- ~ less for us to say anything more. The people of those parts are reporting ~ 
~ what kind of reception we had from you, and how you turned to God ~ 
~ from idols, to serve him who is the living and true God and to await from ~ 
~ heaven the Son he raised from the dead-Jesus, who delivers us from ~ 
~ the wrath to come. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ WEDNESDAY OF THE TWENTY-THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1st Thesssalonians 2: 1-8 ~ 
~ Brethren, you know well enough that our coming among you was ~ 
~ not without effect. Fresh from the humiliation we had suffered at Philippi ~ 
~ (Fil-i-pigh) - about which you know - we drew courage from our God to ~ 
~ preach his good tidings to you in the face of great opposition. The ex- ~ 
~ hortation we deliver does not spring from deceit or impure motives or ~ ..........~ 
~ any sort of trickery; rather, having met the test imposed on us by God, ~ 
~ as men entrusted with the good tidings, we speak like those who strive ~ 
~ to please God, "the tester of our hearts," rather than men. ~ -J 

~ We were not guilty, as you well know, of flattering words or greed ~ 
~ under any pretext, as God is our witness! Neither did we seek glory from ~ ......_.,j 

~ men, you or any others, even though we could have insisted on our own ~ 
~ importance as apostles of Christ. ~ 
; On the contrary, while we were among you we were as gentle as any ; --
~ nursing mother fondling her little ones. So well disposed were we to ~ 
~ you, in fact, that we wanted to share with you not only God's tidings ~ _. 
~ but our very lives, so dear had you become to us. ~ ; ; ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE TWENTY-THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1st Thessalonians 2: 9-14a ~ ......... 

~ Brethren, you must recall our efforts and our toil: how we worked ~ 
~ day and night all the time we preached God's good tidings to you in ~ 
~ order not to impose on you in any way. You are witnesses, as is God ~ 
~ himself, of how upright, just, and irreproachable our conduct was to- ~ 
~ ward you who are believers. You likewise know how we exhorted every- ~ .__j 

~ one of you, as a father does his children - how we encouraged and ~ 
~ pleaded with you to make your lives worthy of the God who calls you ~ 
~ to his kingship and glory. That is why we thank God constantly that in ~ 
~ receiving his message from us you took it, not as the word of men, but ~ 
~ as it truly is, the word of God at work within you who believe. Brethren, ~ __, 
~ you have been made like the churches of God in Judea which are in ~ 

~ Christ Jesus. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE TWENTY-THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1st Thessalonians 2: 14-20 ~ 
~ Brethren, you have been made like the churches of God in Judea ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ which are in Christ Jesus. You suffered the same treatment from your ~ 
r- ~ fellow countrymen as they did from the Jews who killed the Lord Jesus ~ 

~ and the prophets, and persecuted us. Displeasing to God and hostile to ~ 
~ all mankind, they try to keep us from preaching salvation to the Gentiles. ~ 

r- ~ All this time they have been "filling up their quota of sins," but the wrath ~ 
~ has descended upon them at last. ~ 

r- ~ Brethren, when we were orphaned by separation from you for a time ~ 
~ -in sight, not in mind- we were seized with the greatest longing to ~ 
~ see you. So we tried to come to you - I, Paul, tried more than once- ~ 

I ~ but Satan blocked the way. Who, after all, if not you, will be our hope or ~ 
• ~ joy, or the crown we exult in, before our Lord Jesus Christ at his com- ~ 
r ~ ing? You are our boast and our delight. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE TWENTY-THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

L I 2nd Corinthians 8: 1-5 I 
.-- ~ Brethren, I should like you to know of the grace of God conferred on ~ 

~ the churches of Macedonia. In the midst of severe trial their overflow- ~ 
~ ing joy and deep poverty have produced an abundant generosity. Ac- ~ 

,...__, ~ cording to their means - indeed I can testify even beyond their means ~ 
~ - and voluntarily, they begged us insistently for the favor of sharing in ~ 
~ this service to members of the church. Beyond our hopes they first gave ~ 

~ themselves to God and then to us by the will of God. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
' ~ TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

r- ; Ephesians 2: 4-1 0 ~ 
~ Brethren: God is rich in mercy; because of his great love for us he ~ 
~ brought us to life with Christ when we were dead in sin. By this favor you ~ 

r- ~ were saved. Both with and in Christ Jesus he raised us up and gave us ~ 
' ~ a place in the heavens, that in the ages to come he might display the ~ 

~ great wealth of his favor, manifested by his kindness to us in Christ ~ 
r-- ~ Jesus. I repeat, it is owing to his favor that salvation is yours through ~ 

~ faith. This is not your own doing, it is God's gift; neither is it a reward for ; 
r- ~ anything you have accomplished, so let no one pride himself on it. We ~ 

~ are truly his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to lead the life of good ~ 
~ deeds which God prepared for us in advance. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

r-- ~ ~ 
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MONDAY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Thessalonians 2: 20 thru 3: 8 

Brethren: You are our boast and our delight. That is why, when we 
could endure it no longer, we decided to remain alone at Athens and 
send you Timothy. He is our brother and God's fellow worker in preach
ing the gospel of Christ, and so we sent him to strengthen and encour
age you in regard to your faith lest any of you be shaken by these trials. 
You know well enough that such trials are our common lot. When we 
were still with you, we used to warn you that we would undergo trial; 
now it has happened, and you know what we meant. That is why I sent 
to find out about your faith when I could stand the suspense no longer, 
fearing that the tempter had put you to the test and all our labor might 
have gone for nothing. But now, brethren, since Timothy has returned 
to us from you reporting the good news of your faith and love, and 
telling us that you constantly remember us and are as desirous to see 
us as we are to see you, we have been much consoled by your faith 
throughout our distress and trial-so much so that we shall continue to 
flourish only if you stand firm in the Lord! 

TUESDAY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Thessalonians 3: 9-13 

Brethren: What thanks can we give to God for all the joy we feel in 
his presence because of you, as we ask him fervently night and day 
that we may see you face to face and remedy any shortcomings in your 
faith? May God himself, who is our Father, and our Lord Jesus make 
our path to you a straight one! And may the Lord increase you and make 
you overflow with love for one another and for all, even as our love does 
for you. May he strengthen your hearts, making them blameless and 
holy before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 
his holy ones. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH WEEK 
AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Thessalonians 4: 1 -12 

Brethren, we beg and exhort you in the Lord Jesus that, even as you 
learned from us how to conduct yourselves in a way pleasing to God
which you are indeed doing-so you must learn to make still greater 
progress. You know the instructions we gave you in the Lord Jesus. It 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ is God's will that you grow in holiness: that you abstain from immoral- ~ 
~ ity, each of you guarding his member in sanctity and honor, not in pas- ~ 
~ sionate desire as do the Gentiles who know not God; and that each ~ 
~ refrain from overreaching or cheating his brother in the matter at hand; ~ 
~ for the Lord is an avenger of all such things, as we once indicated to you ~ 
~ by our testimony. God has not called us to immorality but to holiness; ~ 
~ hence, whoever rejects these instructions rejects not man, but God who ~ 
~ sends his Holy Spirit upon you. ~ 

~ As regards brotherly love, there is no need for me to write you. God ~ 
~ himself has taught you to love one another, and this you are dOing with ~ 
~ respect to all the brethren throughout Macedonia (Mas-a-do-nl-a). Yet we ~ 
~ exhort you to even greater progress, brethren. Make it a point of honor ~ 
~ to remain at peace and attend to your own affairs. Work with your hands ~ 
~ as we directed you to do, so that you will give good example to out- ~ 
~ siders and want for nothing. ~ 
~ ~ 

r-"" ~ THURSDAY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ 1st Thessalonians 5: 1-8 ~ 

....- ~ Brethren: As regards specific times and moments, we do not need ~ 
~ to write you; you know very well that the day of the Lord is coming like ~ 
~ a thief in the night. Just when people are saying, "Peace and security," ~ 
~ ruin will fall on them with the suddenness of pains overtaking a woman ~ 
~ in labor, and there will be no escape. You are not in the dark, brethren, ~ 

.....- ~ that the day should catch you off guard, like a thief. No, all of you are ~ 
~ children of light and of the day. We belong neither to darkness nor to ~ 
~ night; therefore let us not be asleep like the rest, but awake and sober! ~ 

.....- ~ Sleepers sleep by night and drunkards drink by night. We who live by ~ 
~ day must be alert, putting on faith and love as a breastplate and the ~ 
~ hope of salvation as a helmet. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ 1st Thessalonians 5: 9-13 and 24-28 ~ 

~ Brethren: God has not destined us for wrath but for acquiring salva- ~ 
~ tion through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us, that all of us, whether ~ 
~ awake or asleep, together might live with him. Therefore, comfort and ~ 
~ upbuild one another, as indeed you are doing. ~ 
~ We beg you, brethren, respect those among you whose task it is to ~ 
~ exercise authority in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them with the ~ 

~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ greatest love because of their work. Remain at peace with one another. ~ 

~ •He who calls us is trustworthy, therefore he will do it. Brethren, pray ~ 
~ for us too. Greet all the brothers with a holy embrace. I adjure you by the ~ 
~ Lord that this letter be read to them all. May the grace of our Lord Jesus ~ 

~ Christ be with you. ~ --...~ 

I SATURDAY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I ---J 

~ 2nd Corinthians 11 : 1-6 ~ 
~ Brethren: You must endure a little of my folly. Put up with me, I beg ~ 
~ you! I am jealous of you with the jealousy of God himself, since I have ~ 
~ given you in marriage to one husband, presenting you as a chaste vir- ~ 
~ gin to Christ. My fear is that, just as the serpent seduced Eve by his ~ 
~ cunning, your thoughts may be corrupted and you may fall away from ~ 
~ your sincere and complete devotion to Christ. I say this because, when ~ 
~ someone comes preaching another Jesus than the one we preached, or ~ 
~ when you receive a different spirit than the one you have received, or a ~ 
~ gospel other than the gospel you accepted, you seem to endure it quite ~ ..__, 
~ well. I consider myself inferior to the "super-apostles" in nothing. I may ~ 
~ be unskilled in speech but I know that I am not lacking in knowledge. ~ 
~ We have made this evident to you in every conceivable way. ~ --...~ 
~ ~ 
~ TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I -.J 

~ Ephesians 2: 14-22 ~ 
~ Brethren: It is [Christ] who is our peace, and who made the two of us ~ 
~ one by breaking down the barrier of hostility that kept us apart. In his ~ 
~ own flesh he abolished the law with its commands and precepts, to ere- ~ 
~ ate in himself one new man from us who had been two and to make ~ 
~ peace, reconciling both of us to God in one body through his cross, ~ 
~ which put that enmity to death. He came and "announced the good ~ 
~ news of peace to you who were far off, and to those who were near"; ~ 
~ through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ This means that you are strangers and aliens no longer. No, you are ~ 
~ fellow citizens of the saints and members of the household of God. You ~ 
~ form a building which rises on the foundation of the apostles and ~ 
~ prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. Through him the ~ 
~ whole structure is fitted together and takes shape as a holy temple in ~ 
~ the Lord; in him you are being built into this temple, to become a ~ -
~ dwelling place for God in the Spirit. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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••• ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 2nd Thessalonians 1 : 1-1 0 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Paul, Silvanus (Sil-vay-nus), and Timothy, to the church of the Thessa- ~ 
~ lonians who belong to God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace ~ 
~ and peace be yours from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. ~ 

,._ i It is no more than right that we thank God unceasingly for you, broth- i 
~ ers, because your faith grows apace and your mutual love increases; so ~ 
~ much so that in God's communities we can boast of your constancy ~ 
~ and your faith in persecution and trial. You endure these as an expres- ~ 
~ sion of God's just judgment, in order to be found worthy of his kingdom ~ 
~ - it is for his kingdom you suffer - even if strict justice would require ~ 
~ that God visit hardships on those who visit them on you. He will provide ~ i relief to you who are sorely tried, as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus i 
~ is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels; when, [as Scriptures ~ 
~ say], "with flaming power he will inflict punishment on those who do ~ 

r- ~ not acknowledge God nor heed" the good news of our Lord Jesus. Such ~ 
• ~ as these will suffer the penalty of eternal ruin apart from the presence ~ 

~ of the Lord and the glory of his might on the Day when he comes, to be ~ 
r ~ glorified in his holy ones and adored by all who have believed - for ~ 

~ you already have our witness to you. ~ 

,.._ ~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 2nd Thessalonians 1 : 11 thru 2: 2 ~ 
.......... ~ Brethren: We pray for you always that our God may make you wor- ~ 

@! thy of his call, and fulfill by his power every honest intention and work @! 

,-- ~ ~ 
1 ~ of faith. In this way the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you ~ 

~ and you in him, in accord with the gracious gift of our God and of the ~ 
~ Lord Jesus Christ. ~ 

~ On the question of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being ~ 
,.._ ~ gathered to him, we beg you, brethren, not to be so easily agitated or ~ 
• ~ terrified, whether by an oracular utterance, or rumor, or a letter alleged ~ 

~ to be ours, into believing that the day of the Lord is here. ~ 

I WEDNESDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ 2nd Thessalonians 2: 1-12 ~ 

r ~ ~ ~ Brethren: On the question of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ ~ ,._ i and our being gathered to him, we beg you, brothers, not to be so eas- i 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

r- ~ 123 ~ 
~ ~ ••• I 



............. 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ily agitated or terrified, whether by an oracular utterance, or rumor, or a ~ 
~ letter alleged to be ours, into believing that the day of the Lord is here. ~ 

~ Let no one seduce you, no matter how. Since the mass apostasy has ~ ___. 
~ not yet occurred nor the man of lawlessness been revealed-that son ~ 
~ of perdition and adversary who exalts himself above every so-called ~ __ 
~ god proposed for worship, he who seats himself in God's temple and ~ 
~ even declares himself to be God - do you not remember how I used to ~ 
~ tell you about these things when I was still with you? You know what re- ~ -J 

~ strains him until he shall be revealed in his own time. The secret force of ~ 
~ lawlessness is already at work, mind you, but there is one who holds ~ 
~ him back until that restrainer shall be taken from the scene. Thereupon ~ 
~ the lawless one will be revealed, and the Lord Jesus will destroy him ~ 
~ with the breath of his mouth and annihilate him by manifesting his own ~ 
~ presence. This lawless one will appear as part of the workings of Satan, ~ 
~ accompanied by all the power and signs and wonders at the disposal of ~ 
~ falsehood-by every seduction the wicked can devise for those des- ~ 
~ tined to ruin because they have not opened their hearts to the truth in ~ 
~ order to be saved. Therefore God is sending upon them a perverse spirit ~ --...i 

~ which leads them to give credence to falsehood, so that all who have not ~ 
~ believed the truth but have delighted in evildoing will be condemned. ~ __, 

~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 2nd Thessalonians 2: 13 thru 3: 5 ~ __. 

~ Brethren: We are bound to thank God for you always, beloved ~ 
~ brethren in the Lord, because you are the first fruits of those whom God ~ 
~ has chosen for salvation, in holiness of spirit and fidelity to truth. He ~ 
~ called you through our preaching of the good news so that you might ~ 
~ achieve the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. ~ __, 

~ Therefore, brethren, stand firm. Hold fast to the traditions you re- ~ 
~ ceived from us, either by our word or by letter. May our Lord Jesus ~ 
~ Christ himself, may God our Father who loved us and in his mercy gave ~ 
~ us eternal consolation and hope, console your hearts and strengthen ~ __. 
~ them for every good work and word. ~ 

~ For the rest, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord may make ~ 
~ progress and be hailed by many others, even as it has been by you. ~ 
~ Pray that we may be delivered from confused and evil men. For not ~ 
~ every man has faith, but the Lord keeps faith; he it is who will strengthen ~ -...~ 
~ you and guard you against the evil one. In the Lord we are confident ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ that you are doing and will continue to do whatever we enjoin. May the ~ 
~ Lord rule your hearts in the love of God and the constancy of Christ. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ 2nd Thessalonians 3: 6-18 ~ 

1 
~ Brethren: We command you, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to ~ 
~ avoid any brother who wanders from the straight path and does not fol- ~ 
~ low the tradition you received from us. You know how you ought to im- ~ 
~ itate us. We did not live lives of disorder when we were among you, nor ~ 
~ depend on anyone for food. Rather, we worked day and night, laboring ~ 
~ to the point of exhaustion so as not to impose on any of you. Not that ~ 
~ we had no claim on you, but that we might present ourselves as an ex- ~ 
~ ample for you to imitate. Indeed, when we were with you we used to ~ 
~ lay down the rule that anyone who would not work should not eat. ~ 
~ We hear that some of you are unruly, not keeping busy but acting ~ 

,......._ ~ like busybodies. We enjoin all such, and we urge them strongly in the ~ 
~ Lord Jesus Christ, to earn the food they eat by working Quietly. ~ 

~ You must never grow weary of doing what is right, brethren. If any- ~ 
r- ~ one will not obey our injunction, delivered through this letter, single him ~ 

~ out to be ostracized that he may be ashamed of his conduct. But do not ~ 
r- ~ treat him like an enemy; rather, correct him as you would a brother. ~ 

~ May he who is the Lord of peace give you continued peace in every ~ 
r- ~ possible way. The Lord be with you all. ~ 

~ This greeting is in my own hand- Paul's. I append this signature to ~ 
~ every letter I write. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

- ~ ~ , ~ Galatians 1: 3-10 ~ 

~ Brethren: We wish you the favor and peace of God our Father and of ~ 
- ~ the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, to rescue us from ~ 

~ the present evil age, as our God and Father willed- to him be glory for ~ 

~ endless ages. Amen. ~ 

~ I am amazed that you are so soon deserting him who called you in ~ 
~ accord with his gracious design in Christ, and are going over to another ~ 

,_ ~ gospel. But there is no other. Some who wish to alter the gospel of ~ 
~ Christ must have confused you. For even if we, or an angel from heaven, ~ 

,..._. ~ should preach to you a gospel not in accord with the one we delivered ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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to you, let a curse be upon him! I repeat what I have just said: if anyone 
preaches a gospel to you other than the one you have received, let a 
curse be upon him! 

Whom would you say I am trying to please at this point - men or 
God? Is this how I seek to ingratiate myself with men? If I were trying 
towin man's approval, I would surely not be serving Christ! 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Ephesians 4: 1 -6 

Brethren: I plead with you, then, as a prisoner for the Lord, to live a 
life worthy of the calling you have received, with perfect humility, meek
ness, and patience, bearing with one another lovingly. Make every ef
fort to preserve the unity which has the Spirit as its origin and peace as 
its binding force. There is but one body and one Spirit, just as there is 
but one hope given all of you by your call. There is one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all, and works 
through all, and is in all. 

MONDAY OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Timothy 1: 1-7 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our savior and 
Christ Jesus our hope, to Timothy, my own true child in faith. May grace, 
mercy, and peace be yours from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

I repeat the directions I gave you when I was on my way to Macedo
nia (Mas-a-do-ni-a): stay on in Ephesus (Ef-eh-sus) in order to warn certain 
people there against teaching false doctrines and busying themselves 
with interminable myths and genealogies, which promote idle specula
tions rather than that training in faith which God requires. 

What we are aiming at in this warning is the love that springs from a 
pure heart, a good conscience, and sincere faith. Some people have 
neglected these and instead have turned to meaningless talk, wanting 
to be teachers of the law but actually not understanding the words they 
are using, much less the matters they discuss with such assurance. 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ TUESDAY OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ ~ 1st Timothy 1 : 8-14 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Timothy, my son, we know that the law Is good, provided one uses ~ 

,.-- ~ it in the way law is supposed to be used -that is, with the understand- ~ 
~ ing that it is aimed, not at good men but at the lawless and unruly, the ~ 
~ irreligious and the sinful, the wicked and the godless, men who kill their ~ 
~ fathers or mothers, murderers, fornicators, sexual perverts, kidnapers, ~ 
~ liars, perjurers, and those who in other ways flout the sound teaching ~ 
~ that pertains to the glorious gospel of God- blessed be he-with which ~ 
~ I have been entrusted. ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, that he has ~ 
~ made me his servant and judged me faithful. I was once a blasphemer, ~ 
~ a persecutor, a man filled with arrogance; but because I did not know ~ 

r ~ what I was doing in my unbelief, I have been treated mercifully, and the ~ 
~ grace of our Lord has been granted me in overflowing measure, along ~ 

~ ~ with the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. ~ 

~ ~ ~ WEDNESDAY OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

r- ~ 1st Timothy 1: 18-20 and 2: 8-15 ~ 
r- ~ Timothy, my son, I have a solemn charge to give you. Th is charge is ~ 

~ in accordance with the prophecies made in your regard, and I give it to ~ 
~ you so that under the inspiration of these prophecies you may fight the ~ 
~ good fight, and hold fast to faith and a good conscience. Some men, by ~ 

~ ~ rejecting the guidance of conscience, have made shipwreck of their ~ 
~ faith, among them Hymenaeus (High-meh-nee-us) and Alexander; these I ~ 
~ have turned over to Satan so that they may learn not to blaspheme. ~ 

~ •It is my wish, then, that in every place the men shall offer prayers ~ 
r- ~ with blameless hands held aloft, and be free from anger and dissen- ~ 

~ sian. Similarly, the women must deport themselves properly. They ~ 
~ should dress modestly and Quietly, and not be decked out in fancy hair ~ 
~ styles, gold ornaments, pearls, or costly clothing; rather, as becomes ~ 
~ women who profess to be religious, their adornment should be good ~ 

_ ~ deeds. A woman must learn in silence and be completely submissive. ~ 
~ I do not permit a woman to act as teacher, or in any way to have author- ~ 
~ ity over a man; she must be Quiet. For Adam was created first, Eve af- ~ 
~ terward; moreover, it was not Adam who was deceived but the woman. ~ 
~ It was she who was led astray and fell into sin. She will be saved ~ 
~ through childbearing, provided she continues in faith and love and ho- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ liness - her chastity being taken for granted. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ ~ 
~ 1st Timothy 3: 1-13 ~ 
~ Timothy, my son: You can depend on this: whoever wants to be a ~ -..J 

~ bishop aspires to a noble task. A bishop must be irreproachable, mar- ~ 
~ ried only once, of even temper, self-controlled, modest, and hospitable. ~ 
~ He should be a good teacher. He must not be addicted to drink. He ~ 
~ ought not to be contentious but, rather, gentle, a man of peace. Nor can ~ 
~ he be someone who loves money. He must be a good manager of his ~ 
~ own household, keeping his children under control without sacrificing ~ 
~ his dignity; for if a man does not know how to manage his own house, ~ 
~ how can he take care of the church of God? He should not be a new ~ 
~ convert, lest he become conceited and thus incur the punishment once ~ 
~ meted out to the devil. He must also be well thought of by those out- ~ -..J 

~ side the church, to ensure that he does not fall into disgrace and the ~ 
~ devil's trap. In the same way, deacons must be serious, straightforward, ~ 
~ and truthful. They may not overindulge in drink or give in to greed. They ~ --J 

~ must hold fast to the divinely revealed faith with a clear conscience. ~ 
~ They should be put on probation first; then, if there is nothing against ~ -..J 

~ them, they may serve as deacons. The women, similarly, should be se- ~ 
~ rious, not slanderous gossips. They should be temperate and entirely ~ 
~ trustworthy. Deacons may be married but once and must be good man- ~ -..J 

~ agers of their children and their households. Those who serve well as ~ 
~ deacons gain a worthy place for themselves and much assurance in ~ 
~ their faith in Christ Jesus. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1st Timothy 4: 4-8 and 16 ~ .........J 

~ Timothy, my son: Everything God created is good, nothing is to be re- ~ 
~ jected when it is received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by God's ~ 
~ word and by prayer. ~ .__.. 

~ If you put these instructions before the brotherhood you will be a ~ 
~ good servant of Christ Jesus, reared in the words of faith and the sound ~ 
~ doctrine you have faithfully followed. Have nothing to do with profane ~ -..J 

~ myths or old wives' tales. Train yourself for the life of piety, for while ~ 
~ ~ . ~ physical training is to some extent valuable, the discipline of religion is ~ .__.. 
~ incalculably more so, with its promise of life here and hereafter. ~ 

~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ •Watch yourself and watch your teaching. Persevere at both tasks. ~ 

r- ~ By doing so you will bring to salvation yourself and all who hear you. ~ 

~ ~ 
,.......... ~ SATURDAY OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
• ~ Galatians 3: 8-12 ~ 

~ Brethren: Because Scripture saw in advance that God's way of jus- ~ 
,.......... ~ tifying the Gentiles would be through faith, it foretold this good news to ~ 

~ Abraham: "All nations shall be blessed in you." Thus it is that all who be- ~ 
r- ~ lieve are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. ~ 

~ All who depend on observance of the law, on the other hand, are ~ 
~ under a curse. It is written, "Cursed is he who does not abide by every- ~ 
~ thing written in the book of the law and carry it out." It should be obvi- ~ 
~ ous that no one is justified in God's sight by the law, for "the just man ~ 
~ shall I ive by faith." But the law does not depend on faith. Its terms are: ~ 

~ "Whoever does these things shall live by them." ~ 

~ ~ ~ TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Ephesians 5: 8b-1 9 ~ 
~ Brethren: Live as children of light. Light produces every kind of good- ~ 

,........ ~ ness and justice and truth. Be correct in your judgment of what pleases ~ 
• ~ the Lord. Take no part in vain deeds done in darkness; rather, condemn ~ 

~ them. It is shameful even to mention the things these people do in se- ~ 
~ cret; but when such deeds are condemned they are seen in the light of ~ 
~ day, and all that then appears is light. That is why we read: "Awake, 0 ~ 

1 
~ sleeper, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light." ~ 

l ~ Keep careful watch over your conduct. Do not act like fools, but like ~ 
~ thoughtful men. Make the most of the present opportunity, for these are ~ 

1 ~ evil days. Do not continue in ignorance, but try to discern the will of the ~ 
L ~ Lord. Avoid getting drunk on wine; that leads to debauchery (di-bock-eh- ~ 

1 
~ ree). Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and ~ 

L ~ hymns and inspired songs. Sing praise to the Lord with all your hearts. ~ 

~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1st Timothy 5: 1-10 ~ 
,...---. ~ Timothy, my son: Never censure an older man, but appeal to him as ~ 

~ to a father. You should treat younger men as brothers, older women as ~ 
r- ~ mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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Honor the claims of widows who are real widows -that is, who are 
alone and bereft. If a widow has any children or grandchildren, let these 
learn that piety begins at home and that they should fittingly support 
their parents and grandparents; this is the way God wants it to be. The 
real widow, left destitute, is one who has set her hope on God and con
tinues night and day in supplications and prayers. A widow who gives 
herself up to selfish indulgence, however, leads a life of living death. 

Make the following rules about widows, so that no one may incur 
blame. If anyone does not provide for his own relatives and especially 
for members of his immediate family, he has denied the faith; he is 
worse than an unbeliever. To be on the church's role of widows, a widow 
should be not less than sixty years of age. She must have been married 
only once. Her good character will be attested to by her good deeds. 
Has she brought up children? Has she been hospitable to strangers? 
Has she washed the feet of Christian visitors? Has she given help to 
those in distress? In a word, has she been eager to do every possible 
good work? 

TUESDAY OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Timothy 5: 11-21 

Timothy, my son: Refuse to enroll the younger widows, for when their 
passions estrange them from Christ they will want to marry. This will 
bring them condemnation for breaking their first pledge. Besides, they 
learn to be ladies of leisure, who go about from house to house-be
coming not only time-wasters but gossips and busybodies as well, talk
ing about things they ought not. That is why I should like to see the 
younger ones marry, have children, keep house, and in general give our 
enemies no occasion to speak ill of us. Already, some have turned away 
to follow Satan. If a woman church member has relatives who are wid
ows, she must assist them. She should not let them become a burden 
to the church, which ought to be free to give help to the widows who are 
really in need. 

Presbyters (Pres-bi-terz) who do well as leaders deserve to be paid dou
ble, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. The Scrip
ture says, "You shall not put a muzzle on an ox when he is threshing 
the grain," and also, "The worker deserves his wages." 

Pay no attention to an accusation against a presbyter unless it is 
supported by two or three witnesses. The ones who do commit sin, 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ however, are to be publicly reprimanded, so that the rest may fear to of- ~ 

r- ~ fend. I charge you before God, Christ Jesus, and the chosen angels: ~ 
~ apply these rules without prejudice, act with complete impartiality! ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ WEDNESDAY OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK ~ 
. ~ AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
r- ~ 1st Timothy 5: 22 thru 6: 11 a ~ 

~ Timothy, my son: Never lay hands hastily on anyone, or you may be ~ 
-- ~ sharing in the misdeeds of others. Keep yourself pure. Stop drinking ~ 

~ water only. Take a little wine for the good of your stomach, and because ~ 
__ ~ of your frequent illnesses. ~ 

~ Some men's sins are flagrant and cry out for judgment now, while ~ 
~ other men's sins will appear only later. Similarly, some good deeds ~ 

r-- ~ stand out clearly as such; even inconspicuous ones cannot be hidden ~ 
~ forever. ~ 

- ~ ~ , ~ All under the yoke of slavery must regard their masters as worthy of ~ 
~ full respect; otherwise the name of God and the church's teaching suf- ~ 
~ fer abuse. Those slaves whose masters are brothers in the faith must ~ 

r ~ not take liberties with them on that account. They must peform their ~ 
~ tasks even more faithfully, since those who will profit from their work ~ 

r- ~ are believers and beloved brothers. These are the things you must teach ~ 
. ~ and preach. Whoever teaches in any other way, not holding to the sound ~ 

~ doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching proper to true reli- ~ 
r- ~ gion, should be recognized as both conceited and ignorant, a sick man ~ 

~ in his passion for polemics and controversy. From these come envy, ~ 
~ dissension, slander, evil suspicions - in a word, the bickering of men ~ 
~ with twisted minds who have lost all sense of truth. Such men value re- ~ 

~ ligion only as a means of personal gain. There is, of course, great gain ~ 
~ in religion - provided one is content with a sufficiency. We brought ~ 
~ nothing into this world, nor have we the power to take anything out. If ~ 

1 
~ we have food and clothing we have all that we need. Those who want ~ 
~ to be rich are falling into temptation and a trap. They are letting them- ~ 
~ selves be captured by foolish and harmful desires which drag men down ~ 
~ to ruin and destruction. The love of money is the root of all evil. Some ~ 
~ men in their passion for it have strayed from the faith, and have come to ~ 

_... ~ grief amid great pain. Man of God that you are, flee from all this. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK ~ 
~ AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ 1st Timothy 6: 17-21 I 
~ Timothy, my son: Tell those who are rich in this world's goods not to ~ 
~ be proud, and not to rely on so uncertain a thing as wealth. Let them ~ 
~ trust in the God who provides us richly with all things for our use. ~ 
~ Charge them to do good, to be rich in good works and generous, shar- ~ 
~ ing what they have. Thus will they build a secure foundation for the fu- ~ 
~ ture, for receiving that life which is life indeed. ~ 
~ 0 Timothy, guard what has been committed to you. Stay clear of ~ 
~ worldly, idle talk and the contradictions of what is falsely called knowl- ~ 
~ edge. In laying claim to such knowledge, some men have missed the ~ ........... 
~ goal of faith. Grace be with you. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ ~ 2nd Timothy 1: 1-2 and 8-18 ~ 

~ Paul, by the will of God an apostle of Christ Jesus sent to proclaim ~ 
~ the promise of life in him, to Timothy, my child whom I love. May grace, ~ 
~ mercy, and peace from God the Father and from Christ Jesus our Lord ~ 
~ be with you. ~ 
~ •Never be ashamed of your testimony to our Lord, nor of me, a pris- ~ 
~ oner for his sake; but with the strength which comes from God bear ~ 
~ your share of the hardship which the gospel entails. ~ 
~ God has saved us and has called us to a holy life, not because of any ~ 
~ merit of ours but according to his own design - the grace held out to ~ 
~ us in Christ Jesus before the world began but now made manifest ~ -..~ 
~ through the appearance of our Savior. He has robbed death of its power ~ 
~ and has brought life and immortality into clear light through the gospel. ~ 
~ In the service of this gospel I have been appointed preacher and apos- ~ 
~ tie and teacher, and for its sake I undergo present hardships. But I am ~ 
~ not ashamed, for I know him in whom I have believed, and I am confi- ~ _ 
~ dent that he is able to guard what has been entrusted to me until that ~ 
@! Day. Take as a model of sound teaching what you have heard me say, @! 

~ ~ --ml in faith and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the rich deposit of faith with the i§l -
~ help of the Holy Spirit who dwells within us. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ You know that all in Asia, including even Phygelus (Figh-je-lus) and Her- ~ 
~ mogenes (Her-moj-a-neez), have turned their backs on me. May the Lord ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
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••• ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ have mercy on the family of Onesiphorus (On-eh-sif-arus), because he has ~ 
~ often given me new heart and has not been ashamed of me, even in my ~ 
~ chains. When he was in Rome, he sought me out earnestly and found ~ 
~ me. When he stands before the Lord on the great Day, may the Lord ~ 
~ grant him mercy! And the many services he has performed for Christ in ~ 
~ Ephesus (Ef-eh-sus) you know even better than I. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK ~ 
rm AFTER PENTECOST rm 

- ~ ~ 
~ Galatians 5: 22 thru 6: 2 ~ 

r- ~ Brethren: The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patient endurance, ~ 
~ kindness, generosity, faith, mildness and chastity. Against such there ~ 
~ is no law! Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified their flesh ~ 

r- ~ with its passions and desires. Since we live by the spirit, let us follow ~ 
~ the spirit's lead. Let us never be boastful, or challenging, or jealous to- ~ 
~ ward one another. ~ 
~ Brethren, if someone is detected in sin, you who live by the spirit ~ 
~ should gently set him right, each of you trying to avoid falling into temp- ~ 

r- ~ tation himself. Help carry one another's burdens; in this way you will ~ 
~ fulfill the law of Christ. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

r- ~ Ephesians 6: 1 0-17 ~ 
~ Brethren: Draw your strength from the Lord and his mighty power. ~ 

......- ~ Put on the armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm against ~ 
' ~ the tactics of the devil. Our battle is not against human forces but ~ 

~ against the principalities and powers, the rulers of this world of dark- ~ 

1 
~ ness, the evil spirits in regions above. You must put on the armor of ~ 

l. ~ God if you are to resist on the evil day; do all that your duty requires, and ~ 
~ hold your ground. Stand fast, with the truth as the belt around your ~ 

r ~ waist, justice as your breastplate, and zeal to propagate the gospel of ~ 
~ peace as your footgear. In all circumstances hold faith up before you as ~ 

_ ~ your shield; it will help you extinguish the fiery darts of the evil one. Take ~ 
~ the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit, the word of God. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
. ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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MONDAY OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Timothy 2: 20-26 

Timothy, my son: In every large household there are vessels not only 
of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, some for distinguished 
and others for common use. The lesson is that if a person will but 
cleanse himself of evil things he may be a distinguished vessel, dedi
cated and useful to the master of the house and ready for every noble 
service. So, turn from youthful passions and pursue integrity, faith, love, 
and peace, along with those who call on the Lord in purity of heart. Have 
nothing to do with senseless, ignorant disputations. As you well know, 
they only breed Quarrels, and the servant of the Lord must not be Quar
relsome but must be kindly toward all. He must be an apt teacher, pa
tiently and gently correcting those who contradict him, in the hope 
always that God will enable them to repent and know the truth. Thus, 
taken captive by God to do his will, they shall escape the devil's trap. 

TUESDAY OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Timothy 3: 16 thru 4: 4 

Timothy, my son: All Scripture is inspired of God and is useful for 
teaching - for reproof, correction, and training in holiness so that the 
man of God may be fully competent and equipped for every good work. 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is coming to judge 
the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingly power, I 
charge you to preach the word, to stay with this task whether conven
ient or inconvenient-correcting, reproving, appealing-constantly 
teaching and never losing patience. For the time will come when peo
ple will not tolerate sound doctrine, but, following their own desires, will 
surround themselves with teachers who tickle their ears. They will stop 
listening to the truth and will wander off to fables. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK 
AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Timothy 4: 9-22 

Timothy, my son: Do your best to join me soon, for Demas (Dee-mas), 

enamored of the present world, has left me and gone to Thessalonica 
(Thess-a-loh-nigh-ka). Crescens (Kres-enz) has gone to Galatia (Ga-lay-sha) and 
Titus to Dalmatia (Dal-may-sha). I have no one with me but Luke. Get Mark 
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....... 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ and bring him with you, for he can be of great service to me. Tychicus ~ 

,...._ ~ (Tik-a-kus) I have sent to Ephesus (Et-eh-sus). When you come, bring the ~ 
~ cloak I left in Troas (Troh-as) with Carpus (Kar-pus), and the books, espe- ~ 
f§l cially the parchments. f§l 

.-- ~ Alexander the coppersmith did me a great deal of harm; the Lord will ~ 
@I repay him according to his deeds. Meanwhile, you too had better be @I 

- ~ ~ ~ on guard, for he has strongly resisted our preaching. At the first hear- ~ 
~ ing of my case in court, no one took my part. In fact, everyone aban- ~ 
~ doned me. May it not be held against them! But the Lord stood by my ~ 

--- ~ side and gave me strength, so that through me the preaching task might ~ 
f§l be completed and all the nations might hear the gospel. That is how I f§l 

.-- ~ was saved from the lion's jaws. The Lord will continue to rescue me ~ 
~ from all attempts to do me harm and will bring me safe to his heavenly ~ 
~ kingdom. To him be glory forever and ever. Amen. ~ 

r-- ~ Greet Prisca (Pris-ka) and Aquila (Ak-wih-la) and the family of Onesiphorus ~ 
~ (On-eh-sif-a-rus). Erastus (ih-ras-tus) has stayed in Corinth (Kor- inth), while ~ 

r ~ Trophimus (Trof-ih-mus) I had to leave ill at Miletus (My-lee-tus). Get here be- ~ 
~ fore winter if you can. Eubulus (voo-byoo-lus), Pudens (Pyoo-denz), Linus (Ligh- ~ 

,......_ ~ nus), Claudia (Kioh-dih-a), and all the brothers send greetings. The Lord be ~ 
~ with your spirit. Grace be with you. ~ 

- ~ ~ , · ~ THURSDAY OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK ~ 

~ AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ Titus 1 : 5-14 ~ 
~ Titus, my son: My purpose in leaving you in Crete (Kreet) was that you ~ 
f§l might accomplish what had been left undone, especially the appoint- f§l 
~ ment of presbyters (pres-bi-terz) in every town. As I instructed you, a pres- ~ 
~ byter must be irreproachable, married only once, the father of children ~ 
~ who are believers and are known not be be wild and insubordinate. The ~ 
~ bishop as God's steward must be blameless. He may not be self-willed ~ 
~ or arrogant, a drunkard, a violent or greedy man. He should, on the con- ~ 
~ trary, be hospitable and a lover of goodness; steady, just, holy, and self- ~ 
~ controlled. In his teaching he must hold fast to the authentic message, ~ 

.....- ~ so that he will be able both to encourage men to follow sound doctrine ~ 
~ and to refute those who contradict it. There are many irresponsible ~ 
~ teachers, especially from among the Jewish converts - men who are ~ 

,...._ ~ empty talkers and deceivers. These must be silenced. They are upset- ~ 
~ ting whole families by teaching things they have no right to teach- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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and all for sordid gain! A man of Crete (Kreet) , one of their own prophets, 
has testified, "Cretans (Kree-tanz) have ever been liars, beasts, and lazy 
gluttons," and that is the simple truth! 

Admonish them snarply, in an attempt to keep them close to sound 
faith, and unaffected by Jewish myths or rules invented by men who 
have swerved from the truth. 

FRIDAY OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Titus 1 : 15 thru 2: 1 0 

Titus, my son: To the clean all things are clean, but to those defiled 
unbelievers nothing is clean. Their very minds and consciences are 
tainted. They claim to "know God," but by their actions they deny that 
he exists. They are disgusting - intractable and throughly incapable 
of any decent action. 

As for yourself, let your speech be consistent with sound doctrine. 
Tell the older men that they must be temperate, serious-minded, and 
self-controlled; likewise sound in the faith, loving and steadfast. Simi
larly, the older women must behave in ways that befit those who be
long to God. They must not be slanderous gossips or slaves to drink. By 
their good example they must teach the younger women to love their 
husbands and children, to be sensible, chaste, busy at home, kindly, 
submissive to their husbands. Thus the word of God will not fall into 
disrepute. Tell the young men to keep themselves completely under 
control - nor may you yourself fail to set them good example. Your 
teaching must have the integrity of serious, sound words to which no 
one can take exception. If it does, no opponent will be able to find any
thing bad to say about us, and hostility will yield to shame. 

Slaves are to be submissive to their masters. They should try to 
please them in every way, not contradicting them nor stealing from 
them, but expressing a constant fidelity by their conduct, so as to adorn 
in every way possible the doctrine of God our Savior. 

SATURDAY OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK 
AFTER PENTECOST 

Ephesians 1 : 16-23 

Brethren: I have never stopped thanking God for you and recom
mending you in my prayers. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, grant you a spirit of wisdom and insight to know him 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ clearly. May he enlighten your innermost vision that you may know the ~ 

,..-- ~ great hope to which he has called you, the wealth of his glorious her- ~ 
~ itage to be distributed among the members of the church, and the im- ~ 
~ measurable scope of his power in us who believe. It is like the strength ~ 

r- ~ he showed in raising Christ from the dead and seating him at his right ~ 
~ hand in heaven, high above every principality, power, virtue, and dom- ~ 

...- ~ ination, and every name that can be given in this age or in the age to ~ 
~ come. He has put all things under Christ's feet and has made him, thus ~ 
~ exalted, head of the church, which is his body: the fullness of him who ~ 

,_ ~ fills the universe in all its parts. ~ 
~ ~ 

r- I TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Colossians 1 : 12-18 ~ 
~ ~ - ~ Brethren: Give thanks to the Father for having made you worthy to ~ 
~ share the lot of the saints in light. He rescued us from the power of dark- ~ 

.-- ~ ness and brought us into the kingdom of his beloved Son. Through him ~ 
~ we have redemption, the forgiveness of our sins. ~ 

~ He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creatures. In ~ 
~ him everything in heaven and on earth was created, things visible and ~ 
~ invisible, whether thrones or dominations, principalities or powers; all ~ 
~ were created through him, and for him. He is before all else that is. In ~ 
~ him everything continues in being. It is he who is head of the body, the ~ 
~ church; he who is the beginning, the first-born of the dead, so that pri- ~ 

- ~ macy may be his in everything. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ MONDAY OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

,__ ~ Hebrews 3: 5-11 and 17-19 ~ 
~ Brethren: Moses "was faithful in all God's household" as a servant ~ 
~ charged with the task of witnessing to what would be spoken; but Christ ~ 
~ was faithful as the Son placed over God's house. It is we who are that ~ 

- ~ - house if we hold fast to our confidence and the hope of which we boast. ~ 
~ Wherefore, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you should hear his ~ 
~ voice, harden not your hearts as at the revolt in the day of testing in the ~ 
~ desert, when your fathers tested and tried me, and saw my works for ~ 
~ forty years. Because of this I was angered with that generation and I ~ 

~ ~ said, 'They have always been of erring heart, and have never known my ~ 
· ~ ways.' Thus I swore in my anger, 'They shall never enter into my rest."' ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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•With whom was God angry for forty years? Was it not those who 
had sinned, whose corpses fell in the desert? To whom but to the dis
obedient did he swear that they would not enter into his rest? We see, 
moreover, that it was their unbelief that kept them from entering. 

TUESDAY OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Hebrews 4: 1 -13 

Brethren: While the promise of entrance into [God's] rest still holds, 
we ought to be fearful of disobeying lest anyone of you be judged to 
have lost his chance of entering. We have indeed heard the good news, 
as they did. But the word which they heard did not profit them, for they 
did not receive it in faith. It is we who have believed who enter into that 
rest, just as God said: "Thus I swore in my anger, 'They shall never enter 
into my rest.'" Yet God's work was finished when he created the world, 
for in reference to the seventh day Scripture somewhere says, "And 
God rested from all his work on the seventh day"; and again, in the 
place we have referred to, God says, "They shall never enter into my 
rest." Therefore, since it remains for some to enter, and those to whom 
it was first announced did not because of unbelief, God once more set 
a day, "today," when long afterward he spoke through David the words 
we have quoted: "Today, if you should hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts." Now if Joshua had led them into the place of rest, God would 
not have spoken afterward of another day. Therefore a sabbath rest still 
remains for the people of God. And he who enters into God's rest, rests 
from his own work as God did from his. Let us strive to enter into that 
rest, so that no one may fall, in imitation of the example of Israel's un
belief. 

Indeed, God's word is living and effective, sharper than any two
edged sword. It penetrates and divides soul and spirit, joints and mar
row; it judges the reflections and thoughts of the heart. Nothing is 
concealed from him; all lies bare and exposed to the eyes of him to 
whom we must render an account. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK 
AFTER PENTECOST 

Hebrews 5: 11 thru 6: 8 

Brethren: About the high priesthood we have much to say, and it is 
difficult to explain, for you have become deaf. Although by this time you 
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~·~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ should be teaching others, you need to have someone teach you again ~ 
~ the basic elements of the oracles of God; you need milk, not solid food. ~ 
~ Everyone whose food is milk alone is ignorant of the word that sancti- ~ 
~ ties, for he is a child. Solid food is for the mature, for those whose fac- ~ 

.-- ~ ulties are trained by practice to distinguish good from evil. ~ 
~ Let us, then, go beyond the initial teaching about Christ and advance ~ 

- ~ ~ , ~ to maturity, not laying the foundation all over again: repentance from ~ 
~ dead works, faith in God, instruction about baptisms and laying-on of ~ 

__ ~ hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. And, God per- ~ 
~ mitting, we shall advance! ~ 

@! For when men have once been enlightened and have tasted the @! 

- ~ ~ · ~ heavenly gift and become sharers in the Holy Spirit, when they have ~ 
~ tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and ~ 

,_. ~ then have fallen away, it is impossible to make them repent again, since ~ 
~ they are crucifying the Son of God for themselves and holding him up ~ 
@! to contempt. Ground which drinks in the rain falling on it again and @! 

- ~ ~ · · ~ again, and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whom it is culti- ~ 
~ vated, receives the blessing of God. But if it bears thorns and thistles, ~ 

r-- ~ it is worthless; it is soon cursed, and finally is burned. ~ 

I THURSDAY OF THE TWENTY-NINTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Hebrews 7: 1-6 ~ 
~ Brethren: This Melchizedek (Mel-kihz-eh-dek), king of Salem (Say-lem) and ~ 
~ priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning from his defeat of ~ 
~ the kings and blessed him. And Abraham apportioned to him one tenth ~ 

_ ~ of all his booty. His name means "king of justice"; he was also king of ~ 
~ Salem, that is, "king of peace." Without father, mother or ancestry, with- ~ 
~ out beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a ~ 
~ priest forever. ~ 
~ See the greatness of this man to whom Abraham the patriarch gave ~ 
~ one tenth of his booty! The law provides that the priests of the tribe of ~ 
~ Levi (Lee-vigh) should receive tithes from the people, their brother Is- ~ 
~ raelites, even though all of them are descendants of Abraham; but @! 

- ~ ~ · ~ Melchizedek, who was not of their ancestry, received tithes of Abraham ~ 

~ and blessed him who had received God's promises. ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
·I I 

r-- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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FRIDAY OF THE TWENTY-NINTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Hebrews 7: 18-25 

Brethren: The former commandment [concerning the Ievitical priest
hood and the law it serves] has been annulled because of its weakness 
and uselessness, for the law brought nothing to perfection. But a bet
ter hope has supervened, and through it we draw near to God. This has 
been confirmed by an oath. The priests of the old covenant became 
priests without an oath, unlike Jesus to whom God said: "The Lord has 
sworn, and he will not repent: 'You are a priest forever, according to the 
order of Melchizedek (Mel-kihz-eh-dek). "' Thus has Jesus become the guar
antee of a better covenant. Under the old covenant there were many 
priests because they were prevented by death from remaining in office; 
but Jesus, because he remains forever, has a priesthood which does not 
pass away. Therefore he is always able to save those who approach 
God through him, since he forever lives to make intercession for them. 

SATURDAY OF THE TWENTY-NINTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Ephesians 2: 11 -13 

Brethren: You men of Gentile stock - called "uncircumcised" by 
those who, in virtue of a hand-executed rite on their flesh, call them
selves "circumcised" - remember that, in former times, you had no 
part in Christ and were excluded from the community of Israel. You were 
strangers to the covenant and its promise; you were without hope and 
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 
far off have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Colossians 3: 4-11 

Brethren: When Christ our life appears, then you shall appear with him 
in glory. Put to death whatever in your nature is rooted in earth: fornica
tion, uncleanness, passion, evil desires, and that lust which is idolatry. 
These are the sins which provoke God's wrath. Your own conduct was 
once of this sort, when these sins were your very life. You must put that 
aside now: all the anger and quick temper, the malice, the insults, the foul 
language. Stop lying to one another. What you have done is put aside 
your old self with Its past deeds and put on a new man, one who grows 
in knowledge as he is formed anew in the image of his Creator. There is 
no Greek or Jew here, circumcised or uncircumcised, foreigner, Scythian 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ (Sith-ee-an), slave or freeman. Rather, Christ is everything in all of you. ~ 

I MONDAY OF THE THIRTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
.-- ~ Hebrews 8: 7-13 ~ 

~ Brethren: If that first covenant had been faultless, there would have ~ 
..._ ~ been no place for a second one. But God, finding fault with them, says, ~ 

~ "Days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with ~ 
~ the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the ~ 

....- ~ covenant I made with their fathers the day I took them by the hand to ~ 
~ lead them forth from the land of Egypt; for they broke my covenant and ~ 
~ I grew weary of them, says the Lord. But this is the covenant I will make ~ 
~ with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will place my ~ 
~ laws in their minds and I will write them upon their hearts; I will be their ~ 
~ God and they shall be my people. And they shall not teach their fellow ~ 
~ citizens or their brothers, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for all shall know me, ~ 
~ from least to greatest. I will forgive their evildoing, and their sins I will ~ 
~ remember no more." ~ 

~ When he says, "a new covenant," he declares the first one obsolete. ~ 

1 ~ And what has become obsolete and has grown old is close to disap- ~ 
~ pearing. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE THIRTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ 
@! Hebrews 9: 8-1 0 and 15-23 @! 

-- ~ ~ ~ Brethren: The Holy Spirit was showing thereby that while the first ~ 
~ tabernacle was still standing, the way into the sanctuary had not yet ~ 
~ been revealed. This is a symbol of the present time, in which gifts and ~ 
~ sacrifices are offered that can never make perfect the conscience of ~ 
~ the worshiper, but can only cleanse in matters of food and drink and ~ 
~ various ritual washings: regulations concerning the flesh, imposed until ~ 
~ the time of the new order. ~ 
~ •This Is why Christ is mediator of a new covenant: since his death ~ 
~ has taken place for deliverance from transgressions committed under ~ 

r- ~ the first covenant, those who are called may receive the promised eter- ~ 
~ nal inheritance. Where there is a testament, it is necessary that the ~ 
~ death of the testator be confirmed. For a testament comes into force ~ 

r- ~ only in the case of death; it has no force while the testator is alive. ~ 
~ Hence, not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. ~ 

r ~ When Moses had read all the commandments of the law to the people, ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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···~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ he took the blood of goats and calves, together with water and crimson ~ 
~ wool and hyssop, and sprinkled the book and all the people, saying, ~ 
~ "This is the blood of the covenant which God has enjoined upon you." ~ --' 
~ He also sprinkled the tabernacle and all the vessels of worship with ~ 
~ blood. According to the law almost everything is purified by blood, and ~ 
~ without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. It was necessary ~ 
~ that the copies of the heavenly models be purified in this way, but the ~ 
~ heavenly realities themselves called for better sacrifices. ~ --l 

I WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ Hebrews 1 0: 1 -18 ~ 
~ Brethren: Since the law had only a shadow of the good things to ~ 
~ come, and no real image of them, it was never able to perfect the wor- ~ 
~ shipers by the same sacrifices offered continually year after year. Were ~ 
~ matters otherwise, the priests would have stopped offering them, for ~ 
~ the worshipers, once cleansed, would have had no sin on their con- ~ 
~ science. But through those sacrifices there came only a yearly recalling ~ 
~ of sins, because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take ~ __. 
~ sins away. Wherefore, on coming into the world, Jesus said: "Sacrifice ~ 
~ and offering you did not desire, but a body you have prepared for me; ~ 
~ holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight in. Then I said, 'As is ~ 
~ written of me in the book, I have come to do your will, 0 God.' " First ~ 
~ Jesus says, "Sacrifices and offerings, holocausts and sin offerings, you ~ ---'~ 
~ neither desired nor delighted in.'' (These are offered according to the ~ 
~ prescriptions of the law.) Then he says, "I have come to do your will.'' ~ 
~ In other words, Jesus takes away the first covenant to establish the ~ 

~ second. ~ 
~ By this "will," we have been sanctified through the offering of the ~ --.j 

~ body of Jesus Christ once for all. Every other priest stands ministering ~ 
~ day by day, and offering again and again those same sacrifices which ~ ....... 
~ can never take away sins. But Jesus offered one sacrifice for sins and ~ 
~ took his seat forever at the right hand of God; now he waits until his en- ~ 
~ emies are placed beneath his feet. By one offering he has forever per- ~ 
~ fected those who are being sanctified. The Holy Spirit attests this to us, ~ 
~ for after saying, "This is the covenant I will make with them after those ~ ....._.... 
~ days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts and I will write ~ 
~ them on their minds," he also says, "Their sins and their transgressions ~ 
~ I will remember no more.'' Once these have been forgiven, there is no ~ 
~ further offering for sin. ~ 

~ ~ -
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THURSDAY OF THE THIRTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Hebrews 1 0: 35 thru 11 : 7 

Brethren: Do not, then, surrender your confidence; it will have great 
reward. You need patience to do God's will and receive what he has 
promised. 

For just a brief moment, and he who is to come will come; he will 
not delay. My just man will live by faith, and if he draws back I take no 
pleasure in him. We are not among those who draw back and perish, but 
among those who have faith and live. 

Faith is confident assurance concerning what we hope for, and con
viction about things we do not see. Because of faith the men of old 
were approved by God. Through faith we perceive that the worlds were 
created by the word of God, and that what is visible came into being 
through the invisible. By faith Abel offered God a sacrifice greater than 
Gain's. Because of this he was attested to be just, God himself having 
borne witness to him on account of his gifts; therefore, although Abel 
is dead, he still speaks. By faith Enoch (Ee-nock) was taken away without 
dying, and "he was seen no more because God took him." Scripture 
testifies that, before he was taken up, he was pleasing to God - but 
without faith, it is impossible to please him. Anyone who comes to God 
must believe that he exists, and that he rewards those who seek him. 
By faith Noah, warned about things not yet seen, revered God and built 
an ark that his household might be saved. He thereby condemned the 
world and inherited the justice which comes through faith. 

FRIDAY OF THE THIRTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Hebrews 11: 8-16 

Brethren: By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called, and went 
forth to the place he was to receive as a heritage; he went forth, more
over, not knowing where he was going. By faith he sojourned in the 
promised land as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, heirs of the same promise; for he was looking forward to the city 
with foundations, whose designer and maker is God. By faith Sarah re
ceived power to conceive though she was past the age, for she thought 
that the One who had made the promise was worthy of trust. As a re
sult of this faith, there came forth from one man, who was himself as 
good as dead, descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and the 
sands of the seashore. 
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All of these died in faith. They did not obtain what had been prom
ised but saw and saluted it from afar. By acknowledging themselves to 
be strangers and foreigners on the earth, they showed that they were 
seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking back to the place from 
which they had come, they would have had the opportunity of return
ing there. But they were searching for a better, a heavenly home. Where
fore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a 
city for them. 

SATURDAY OF THE THIRTIETH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

Ephesians 5: 1 -8b 

Brethren: Be imitators of God as his dear children. Follow the way of 
love, even as Christ loved you. He gave himself for us as an offering to 
God, a gift of pleasing fragrance. 

As for lewd conduct or promiscuousness or lust of any sort, let them 
not even be mentioned among you; your holiness forbids this. Nor 
should there be any obscene, silly, or suggestive talk; all that is out of 
place. Instead, give thanks. Make no mistake about this: no fornicator, 
no unclean or lustful person - in effect an idolater - has any inheri
tance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with 
worthless arguments. These are sins that bring God's wrath down on 
the disobedient; therefore have nothing to do with them. There was a 
time when you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Colossians 3: 1 2-1 6 

Brethren: Because you are God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
clothe yourselves with heartfelt mercy, with kindness, humility, meek
ness, and patience. Bear with one another; forgive whatever grievances 
you have against one another. Forgive as the Lord has forgiven you. 
Over all these virtues put on love, which binds the rest together and 
makes them perfect. Christ's peace must reign in your hearts, since as 
members of the one body you have been called to that peace. Dedi
cate yourselves to thankfulness. Let the word of Christ, rich as it is, 
dwell in you. In wisdom made perfect, instruct and admonish one an
other. Sing gratefully to God from your hearts in psalms, hymns, and 
inspired songs. 
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~·~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE THIRTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ Hebrews 11: 17-31 ~ 
~ ~ ,_ ~ Brethren: By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac; ~ 
m he who had received the promises was ready to sacrifice his only son, ~ 
~ of whom it was said, "Through Isaac shall your descendants be called." ~ 
m He reasoned that God was able to raise from the dead, and so here- m 
~ ceived Isaac back as a symbol. By faith Isaac invoked for Jacob and ~ 
~ Esau (Ee-so) blessings that were still to be. ~ 

,_... ~ By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and ~ 
~ worshiped God, leaning on the head of his staff. By faith Joseph, near ~ 

r-- ~ the end of his life, spoke of the Exodus of the Israelites, and gave in- ~ 
~ structions about his burial. By faith Moses' parents hid him for three ~ 
~ months after his birth, thereby disregarding the king's edict, because ~ 

- ~ they saw that he was a beautiful child. ~ 
~ By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the ~ 

r-- ~ son of Pharaoh's daughter; he wished to be ill-treated along with God's ~ 
~ people rather than enjoy the fleeting rewards of sin. Moses considered ~ 
~ the reproach borne by God's Anointed greater riches than the treasures ~ 

___.. ~ of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not ~ 
~ fearing the king's wrath, for he persevered as if he were looking on the ~ 
~ invisible God. By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the lamb's ~ 
~ blood, that the destroying angel might not touch the firstborn of Israel. ~ 
~ By faith the Israelites crossed the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but ~ 
m when the Egyptians attempted the same thing they were drowned. Be- m 
~ cause of Israel's faith, the walls of Jericho fell after being encircled for ~ 

_ ~ seven days. By faith Rahab (Ray-hab) the harlot escaped from being de- ~ 
. ~ strayed with the unbelievers, for she had peacefully received the spies. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE THIRTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ Hebrews 12: 25-28 and 13: 22-25 ~ 

- ~ ~ · ~ Brethren: Do not refuse to hear him who speaks. For if the Israelites ~ 
m did not escape punishment when they refused to listen as God spoke m 

,._ ~ to them on earth, how much greater punishment will be ours if we turn ~ 
~ away from him who speaks from heaven! His voice then shook the ~ 
~ earth, but now he has promised, "I will once more shake not only earth ~ 

,.._ ~ but heaven!" And that "once more" shows that shaken, created things ~ 
~ will pass away, so that only what is unshaken may remain. Wherefore, ~ 

,...-. ~ we who are receiving the unshakable kingdom should hold fast to God's ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ 145 ~ ~ ~ 

~·~ 



grace, through which we may offer worship acceptable to him in rever
ence and awe. 

•Brethren, I beg you to bear with this word of encouragement, for I 
have written to you rather briefly. I must let you know that our brother 
Timothy has been set free. If he is able to join me soon, he will be with 
me when I see you. Greetings to all your leaders, and to all the people 
of God. Grace be with you all. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

James 1: 1-18 

To the twelve tribes in the dispersion, James, a servant of God and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, sends greeting. 

Brethren, count it pure joy when you are involved in every sort of 
trial. Realize that when your faith is tested this makes for endurance. Let 
endurance come to its perfection so that you may be fully mature and 
lacking in nothing. 

If any of you is without wisdom, let him ask it from the God who gives 
generously and ungrudgingly to all, and it will be given him. Yet he must 
ask in faith, never doubting, for the doubter is like the surf tossed and 
driven by the wind. A man of this sort, devious and erratic in all that he 
does, must not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 

Let the brother in humble circumstances take pride in his eminence 
and the rich man be proud of his lowliness, for he will disappear "like 
the flower of the field." When the sun comes up with its scorching heat 
it parches the meadow, the field flowers droop, and with that the 
meadow's loveliness is gone. Just so will the rich man wither away amid 
his many projects. 

Happy the man who holds out to the end through trial! Once he has 
been proved, he will receive the crown of life the Lord has promised to 
those who love him. No one who is tempted is free to say, "I am being 
tempted by God." Surely God, who is beyond the grasp of evil, tempts 
no one. Rather the tug and lure of his own passion tempt every man. 
Once passion has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when sin reaches 
maturity it begets death. 

Make no mistake about this, my dear brethren. Every worthwhile gift, 
every genuine benefit comes from above, descending from the Father 
of heavenly luminaries, who cannot change and who is never shadowed 
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over. He wills to bring us to birth with a word spoken in truth so that we 
may be a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

THURSDAY OF THE THIRTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

James 1 : 19-27 

Brethren, keep this in mind. Let every man be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger; for a man's anger does not fulfill God's justice. 
Strip away all that is filthy, every vicious excess. Humbly welcome the 
word that has taken root in you, with its power to save you. Act on this 
word. If all you do is listen to it, you are deceiving yourselves. 

A man who listens to God's word but does not put it into practice is 
like a man who looks in a mirror at the face he was born with: he looks 
at himself, then goes off and promptly forgets what he looked like. There 
is, on the other hand, the man who peers into freedom's ideal law and 
abides by it. He is no forgetful listener, but one who carries out the law 
in practice. Blest will this man be in whatever he does. 

If a man who does not control his tongue imagines that he is devout, 
he is self-deceived; his worship is pointless. Looking after orphans and 
widows in their distress and keeping oneself unspotted by the world 
make for pure worship without stain before our God and Father. 

FRIDAY OF THE THIRTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

James 2: 1-13 

Brethren, your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not allow 
of favoritism. Suppose there should come into your assembly a man 
fashionably dressed, with gold rings on his fingers, and at the same 
time a poor man in shabby clothes. Suppose further that you were to 
take notice of the well-dressed man and say, "Sit right here, please," 
whereas you were to say to the poor man, ""You can stand!" or "Sit over 
there by my footrest." Have you not in a case like this discriminated in 
your hearts? Have you not set yourselves up as judges handing down 
corrupt decisions? 

Listen, dear brethren. Did not God choose those who are poor in the 
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom he prom
ised to those who love him? Yet you treated the poor man shamefully. 
Are not the rich exploiting you? They are the ones who hale you into 
the courts and who blaspheme that noble name which has made you 
God's own. 
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~·~----' 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ You are acting rightly, however, if you fulfill the law of the kingdom. ~ 
~ Scripture has it, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." But if you ~ 
~ show favoritism, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as trans- ~ 
~ gressors. Whoever falls into sin on one point of the law, even though he ~ 
~ keeps the entire remainder, has become guilty on all counts. For he who ~ ......J 
~ said, "You shall not commit adultery," also said, "You shall not kill." If ~ 
~ therefore you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have ~ 
~ became a transgressor of the law. ~ 

~ Always speak and act as men destined for judgment under the law ~ 
~ of freedom. Merciless is the judgment on the man who has not shown ~ --.) 
~ mercy; but mercy triumphs over judgment. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE THIRTY-FIRST WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ .......j 

~ Colossians 1 : 1 -6 ~ 
~ Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our ~ 
~ brother, to the holy ones at Colossae (Ko-loh-sih), faithful brothers in Christ. ~ 
~ May God our Father give you grace and peace. ~ ~ 
~ We always give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ~ 
~ in our prayers for you because we have heard of your faith in Christ ~ 
~ Jesus and the love you bear toward all the saints - moved as you are ~ 
~ by the hope held in store for you in heaven. You heard of this hope ~ 
~ through the message of truth, the gospel, which has come to you, has ~ 
~ borne fruit, and has continued to grow in your midst, as it has every- ~ 
@! where in the world. This has been the case from the day you first heard @! 

~ ~ ~ ~ it and comprehended God's gracious intention. ~ 

~ ~ I THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I ....._. 
~ 1st Timothy 1 : 15-17 ~ 
~ Timothy, my son: You can depend on this as worthy of full accept- ~ ____. 
~ ance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Of these I ~ 
~ myself am the worst. But on that very account I was dealt with merci- ~ 
~ fully, so that in me, as an extreme case, Jesus Christ might display all ~ 
~ his patience, and that I might become an example to those who would ~ 
~ later have faith in him and gain everlasting life. To the King of ages, the ~ 
~ immortal, the invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ~ 

~ ever! Amen. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -
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I ....... 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE THIRTY-SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ James 2: 14-26 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren, what good is it to profess faith without practicing it? Such ~ 
~ faith has no power to save one, has it? If a brother or sister has noth- ~ 
~ ing to wear and no food for the day, and you say to them, "Good-bye ~ 
~ and good luck! Keep warm and well fed," but do not meet their bodily ~ 
~ needs, what good is that? So it is with the faith that does nothing in ~ 
~ practice. It is thoroughly lifeless. ~ 
~ To such a person one might say, "You have faith and I have work- ~ 
~ is that it?" Show me your faith without works, and I will show you the ~ 
~ faith that underlies my works! Do you believe that God is one? You are ~ 
~ quite right. The demons believe that, and shudder. Do you want proof, ~ 
~ you ignoramus, that without works faith is idle? Was not our father Abra- ~ 
~ ham justified by his works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? ~ 
~ There you see proof that faith was both assisting his works and imple- ~ 

.......... ~ mented by his works. You also see how the Scripture was fulfilled which ~ 
~ says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as justice"; for ~ 
~ this he received the title "God's friend." ~ 

~ You must perceive that a person is justified by his works and not by ~ 
~ faith alone. Rahab (Ray-hab) the harlot will illustrate the point. Was she ~ 

,_ ~ not justified by her works when she harbored the messengers and sent ~ 
~ them out by a different route? Be assured, then, that faith without works ~ 
~ is as dead as a body without breath. ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE THIRTY-SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ James 3: 1-1 0 ~ 
~ Brethren, not many of you should become teachers; you should re- ~ 

~"""""""' ~ alize that those of us who do so will be called to the stricter account. ~ 
~ All of us fall short in many respects. If a person is without fault in speech ~ 
~ he is a man in the fullest sense, because he can control his entire body. ~ 

.......... ~ When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we ~ 
~ guide the rest of their bodies. It is the same with ships: however large ~ 

.......... ~ they are, and despite the fact that they are driven by fierce winds, they ~ 
~ are directed by very small rudders on whatever course the steersman's ~ 
~ impulse may select. The tongue is something like that. It is a small mem- ~ 

~"""""""' ~ ber, yet it makes great pretensions. ~ 

~ See how tiny the spark is that sets a huge forest ablaze! The tongue ~ 
~ is such a flame. It exists among our members as a whole universe of ~ 
~ ~ 
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···----ffii ffii 
~ ~ 
~ malice. The tongue defiles the entire body. Its flames encircle our' ~ 
~ ~ 
~ course from birth, and its fire is kindled by hell. Every form of life, four- ~ ...._.I 

~ footed or winged, crawling or swimming, can be tamed, and has been ~ 
~ tamed, by mankind; the tongue no man can tame. It is a restless evil, full ~ 
~ of deadly poison. We use it to say, "Praised be the Lord and Father"; ~ .__,J 

~ then we use it to curse men, though they are made in the likeness of ~ 
~ God. Blessing and curse come out of the same mouth. This ought not ~ 
~ to be, my brethren! ~ __. 
~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRTY-SECOND WEEK ~ 
~ ~ --J 

~ AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ James 3: 11 thru 4: 6 ~ 
~ ~ ---l 

~ Brethren: Does a spring gush forth fresh water and foul from the ~ 
~ same outlet? A fig tree, brethren, cannot produce olives, or a grapevine ~ 
~ figs; no more can a brackish source yield fresh water. ~ 
~ If one of you is wise and understanding, let him show this in practice ~ 
~ through a humility filled with good sense. Should you instead nurse bit- ~ -.. 
~ ter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, at least refrain from ar- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ rogant and false claims against the truth. Wisdom like this does not ~ 
~ come from above. It is earthbound, a kind of animal, even devilish, cun- ~ 
~ ning. Where there are jealousy and strife, there also are inconstancy ~ 
~ and all kinds of vile behavior. Wisdom from above, by contrast, is first ~ ,__,;j 

~ of all innocent. It is also peaceable, lenient, docile, rich in sympathy and ~ 
~ the kindly deeds that are its fruits, impartial and sincere. The harvest of ~ 
~ justice is sown in peace for those who cultivate peace. ~ 

___. 

~ Where do the conflicts and disputes among you originate? Is it not ~ 
~ your inner cravings that make war within your members? What you de- ~ -~ ~ 
~ sire you do not obtain, and so you resort to murder. You envy and you ~ 
~ cannot acquire, so you quarrel and fight. You do not obtain because ~ ...__.. 

~ you do not ask. You ask and you do not receive because you ask ~ 
~ wrongly, with a view to squandering what you receive on your pleas- ~ 
~ ures. 0 you unfaithful ones, are you not aware that love of the world is ~ 
~ enmity to God? A man is marked out as God's enemy if he chooses to ~ 
~ be the world's friend. Do you suppose it is to no purpose that Scripture ~ 
~ says, "The spirit he has implanted in us tends toward jealousy"? Yet he ~ 

__. 

~ bestows a greater gift, for the sake of which it is written, "God resists ~ 
~ the proud but bestows his favor on the lowly." ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ___. 
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~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ THURSDAY OF THE THIRTY-SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

,...-. ~ James 4: 7 thru 5: 9 ~ 
~ Brethren: Submit to God; resist the devil and he will take flight. Draw ~ 

.--- ~ close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you ~ 
~ sinners; purify your hearts, you backsliders. Begin to lament, to mourn, ~ 

_ ~ and to weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy ~ 
~ into sorrow. Be humbled in the sight of the Lord and he will raise you on ~ 

~ high. ~ 
,...-. ~ Do not, my brethren, speak ill of one another. The one who speaks ~ 

~ ill of his brother or judges his brother is speaking against the law. It is ~ 
r--- ~ the law he judges. If, however, you judge the law you are no observer ~ 

~ of the law, you are its judge. There is but one Lawgiver and Judge, one ~ 
~ who can save and destroy. Who then are you to judge your neighbor? ~ 

~ Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we shall go to such ~ 
~ and such a town, spend a year there, trade, and come off with a profit!" ~ 

,........ ~ You have no idea what kind of life will be yours tomorrow. You are a ~ 
~ vapor that appears briefly and vanishes. Instead of saying, "If the Lord ~ 
~ wills it, we shall live to do this or that," all you can do is make arrogant ~ 
~ and pretentious claims. All such boasting is reprehensible. When a man ~ 
~ knows the right thing to do and does not do it, he sins. ~ 
~ ~ .....-. ~ As for you, you rich, weep and wail over your impending miseries. Your ~ 
~ wealth has rotted, your fine wardrobe has grown moth-eaten, your gold ~ 
~ and silver have corroded, and their corrosion shall be a testimony against ~ 
~ you; it will devour your flesh like a fire. See what you have stored up for ~ 
~ yourselves against the last days. Here, crying aloud, are the wages you ~ 

,...-. ~ withheld from the farmhands who harvested your fields. The cries of the ~ 
~ harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You lived in wan- ~ 
~ ton luxury on the earth; you fattened yourselves for the day of slaughter. ~ 

r--' ~ You condemned, even killed, the just man; he does not resist you. ~ 
~ ~ ~ Be patient, therefore, my brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See ~ 

....- ~ how the farmer awaits the precious yield of the soi I. He looks forward ~ 
~ to it patiently while the soil receives the winter and the spring rains. You, ~ 

,...-. ~ too, must be patient. Steady your hearts, because the coming of the ~ 
~ Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, my brethren, lest ~ 
~ you be condemned. See! The judge stands at the gate. ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE THIRTY-SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1st Peter 1: 1-2, 10-12, and 2: 6-10 ~ --J 

~ Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who live as strangers scat- ~ 
~ tered throughout Pontus (Pon-tus), Galatia (Ga-lay-sha), Cappadocia (Kap-a-do- ~ 
~ sha), Asia, and Sithynia (Bih-thln-ih-a) ; to men chosen according to the ~ --I 
~ foreknowledge of God the Father, consecrated by the Spirit to a life of ~ 
~ obedience to Jesus Christ and purification with his blood. Favor and ~ ........... 
~ peace be yours in abundance. ~ 

~ •This is the salvation which the prophets carefully searched out and ~ 
~ examined. They prophesied the divine favor that was destined to be ~ 
~ yours. They investigated the times and the circumstances which the ~ 
~ Spirit of Christ within them was pointing to, for he predicted the suffer- ~ 
~ ings destined for Christ and the glories that would follow. They knew by ~ 
~ revelation that they were providing, not for themselves but for you, what ~ 
~ has now been proclaimed to you by those who preach the gospel to ~ 
~ you, in the power of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Into these mat- ~ 
~ ters angels long to search. ~ .........J 

~ •For Scripture has it: "See, I am laying a cornerstone in Zion, an ap- ~ 
~ proved stone, and precious. He who puts his faith in it shall not be ~ 
~ shaken." The stone is of value for you who have faith. For those with- ~ 
~ out faith, it is rather, [as Scripture also says,] "A stone which the builders ~ 
~ rejected that became a cornerstone." ~ 

~ It is likewise "an obstacle and a stumbling stone." Those who stum- ~ 
~ ble and fall are the disbelievers in God's word; it belongs to their des- ~ 
~ tiny to do so. You, however, are a "chosen race, a royal priesthood, a ~ 
~ holy nation, a people he claims for his own to proclaim the glorious ~ 
~ works" of the One who called you from darkness into his marvelous ~ ........... 
~ light. Once you were no people, but now you are God's people; once ~ 
~ there was no mercy for you, but now you have found mercy. ~ 

I SATURDAY OF THE THIRTY-SECOND WEEK I 
~ ~ .. 
li!l AFTER PENTECOST li!l -

~ ~ ~ 1st Thessalonians 5: 14-23 ~ 

~ Brethren: We exhort you to admonish the unruly; cheer the faint- ~ ___. 
~ hearted; support the weak; be patient toward all. See that no one re- ~ 
~ turns evil to any other; always seek one another's good and, for that ~ ___, 
~ matter, the good of all. Rejoice always, never cease praying, render con- ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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••• ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ stant thanks; such is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not stifle the ~ 

..- ~ Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. Test everything; retain what is good. ~ 
~ Avoid any semblance of evil. ~ 
~ May the God of peace make you perfect in holiness. May he pre- ~ 
~ serve you whole and entire, spirit, soul, and body, irreproachable at the ~ 
@l coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. @l 

,._ ~ ~ I THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I 
....- ~ - Sunday of Zacchaeus - ~ 

~ 1st Timothy 4: 9-16 ~ 
~ Timothy, my son: You can depend on [training in godliness] as wor- ~ 
~ thy of complete acceptance. This explains why we work and struggle as ~ 
~ we do; our hopes are fixed on the living God who is the savior of all ~ 
~ men, but especially of those who believe. ~ 
~ Such are the things you must urge and teach. Let no one look down ~ 

,._ ~ on you because of your youth, but be a continuing example of love, ~ 
~ faith, and purity to believers. Until I arrive, devote yourself to the read- ~ 
~ ing of Scripture, to preaching and teaching. Do not neglect the gift you ~ 
l§l received when, as a result of prophecy, the presbyters (pres-bi-terz) laid l§l 
~ their hands on you. Attend to your duties; let them absorb you, so that ~ 

r ~ everyone may see your progress. Watch yourself and watch your teach- ~ 
~ ing. Persevere at both tasks. By doing so you will bring to salvation ~ 

r ~ yourself and all who hear you. ~ 

I MONDAY OF THE THIRTY-SECOND WEEK AFTER PENTECOST I 
.....- ~ 1st Peter 2: 21 b thru 3: 9 ~ 

~ ~ ,-- ~ Dearly beloved: Christ suffered for you and left you an example, to ~ 
ffil have you follow in his footsteps. He did no wrong; no deceit was found ffil 

~ in his mouth. When he was insulted, he returned no insult. When he was ~ ,_ I made to suffer, he did not counter with threats. Instead, he delivered I 
!§! himself up to the One who judges justly. In his own body he brought !§! 
~ your sins to the cross, so that all of us, dead to sin, could live in accord ~ 

- ~ ~ • ffil with God's will. By his wounds you were healed. At one time you were ffil 

~ straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd, the ~ 
- ~ guardian of your souls. ~ 

~ You married women must obey your husbands, so that any of them ~ 

,_ ~ who do not believe in the word of the gospel may be won over apart ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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from preaching, through their wives' conduct. They have only to ob
serve the reverent purity of your way of life. The affectation of an elab
orate hairdress, the wearing of golden jewelry, or the donning of rich 
robes is not for you. Your adornment is rather the hidden character of 
the heart, expressed in the unfading beauty of a calm and gentle dispo
sition. This is precious in God's eyes. The holy women of past ages 
used to adorn themselves in this way, reliant on God and obedient to 
their husbands- for example, Sarah, who was subject to Abraham and 
called him her master. You are her children when you do what is right 
and let no fears alarm you. 

You husbands, too, must show consideration for those who share 
your lives. Treat women with respect as the weaker sex, heirs just as 
much as you to the gracious gift of life. If you do so, nothing will keep 
your prayers from being answered. 

In summary, then, all of you should be like-minded, sympathetic, lov
ing toward one another, kindly disposed, and humble. Do not return evil 
for evil or insult for insult. Return a blessing instead. This you have been 
called to do, that you may receive a blessing as your inheritance. 

TUESDAY OF THE THIRTY-THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

1st Peter 3: 10-22 

Dearly beloved: [Scriptures say,] "He who cares for life and wants to 
see prosperous days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from 
uttering deceit. He must turn from evil and do good, seek peace and fol
low after it, because the Lord has eyes for the just and ears for their 
cry; but against evildoers the Lord sets his face." 

Who indeed can harm you if you are committed deeply to doing what 
is right? Even if you should have to suffer for justice' sake, happy will 
you be. [Again, Scripture says,] "Fear not and do not stand in awe of 
what this people fears." Venerate the Lord, that is, Christ, in your hearts. 
Should anyone ask you the reason for this hope of yours, be ever ready 
to reply, but speak gently and respectfully. Keep your conscience clear, 
so that, whenever you are defamed, those who libel your way of life in 
Christ may be shamed. If it should be God's will that you suffer, it is bet
ter to do so for good deeds than for evil ones. 

The reason why Christ died for sins once for all, the just man for the 
sake of the unjust, was that he might lead you to God. He was put to 
death insofar as fleshly existence goes, but was given life in the realm 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ of the spirit. It was in the spirit also that he went to preach to the spir- ~ 

r-- ~ its in prison. They had disobeyed as long ago as Noah's day, while God ~ 
~ patiently waited until the ark was built. At that time, a few persons, eight ~ 
~ in all, escaped in the ark through the water. You are now saved by a ~ 

,.._ ~ baptismal bath which corresponds to this exactly. This baptism is no re- ~ 
~ moval of physical stain, but the pledge to God of an irreproachable con- ~ 

r-- ~ science through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He went to heaven ~ 
~ and is at God's right hand, with angelic rulers and powers subjected to ~ 
~ him. ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRTY-THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ ~ ~ , ~m 1 st Peter 4: 1 -11 ~m I Dearly beloved: Christ suffered in the flesh; therefore arm yourselves I 
1 ~ with his same mentality. He who has suffered in the flesh has broken ~ 
l. ~ with sin. You are not to spend what remains of your earthly life on ~ 

~ human desires but on the will of God. Already you have devoted enough ~ 
~ t ime to what the pagans enjoy, living lives of debauchery (di-bock-eh-ree), ~ 
~ evil desires, drunkenness, orgies, carousing, and wanton idolatry. It is ~ 

r--" ~ no wonder that those blasphemers are surprised when you do not ~ 
~ plunge into the same swamp of profligacy as they. They shall give an ac- ~ 

_ ~ counting to him who stands ready to judge the living and the dead. The ~ 
~ reason the gospel was preached even to the dead was that, although ~ 
~ condemned in the flesh in the eyes of men, they might live in the spirit ~ 

r- ~ in the eyes of God. ~ 
~ The consummation of all is close at hand. Therefore do not be per- ~ 
~ turbed; remain calm so that you will be able to pray. Above all, let your ~ 

- ~ love for one another be constant, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be ~ 
~ mutually hospitable without complaining. As generous distributors of ~ 

r- ~ God's manifold grace, put your gifts at the service of one another, each ~ 
~ in the measure he has received. The one who speaks is to deliver God's ~ 
~ message. The one who serves is to do it with the strength provided by ~ 

,.._ ~ God. Thus, in all of you God is to be glorified through Jesus Christ: to ~ 
~ him be glory and dominion throughout the ages. Amen. ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ THURSDAY OF THE THIRTY-THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ 1 st Peter 4: 1 2 thru 5: 5 ~ 
- ~ ~ ~ Dearly beloved: Do not be surprised that a trial by fire is occurring in ~ 
_ ~ your midst. It is a test for you, but it should not catch you off guard. Re- ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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joice instead, in the measure that you share Christ's sufferings. When 
his glory is revealed, you will rejoice exultantly. Happy are you when 
you are insulted for the sake of Christ, for then God's Spirit in its glory 
has come to rest on you. See to it that none of you suffers for being a 
murderer, a thief, a malefactor, or a destroyer of another's rights. If any
one suffers for being a Christian, however, he ought not to be ashamed. 
He should rather glorify God in virtue of that name. The season of judg
ment has begun, and begun with God's own household. If it begins this 
way with us, what must be the end for those who refuse obedience to 
the gospel of God? And if the just man is saved only with difficulty, what 
is to become of the godless and the sinner? Accordingly, let those who 
suffer as God's will requires continue in good deeds, and entrust their 
lives to a faithful Creator. 

To the elders among you I, a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's suf
ferings and sharer in the glory that is to be revealed, make this appeal. 
God's flock is in your midst; give it a shepherd's care. Watch over it will
ingly as God would have you do, not under constraint; and not for 
shameful profit either, but generously. Be examples to the flock, not 
lording it over those assigned to you, so that when the chief Shepherd 
appears you will win for yourselves the unfading crown of glory. 

In the same way, you younger men must be obedient to the elders. 
In your relations with one another, clothe yourselves with humility, be
cause God, [as Scripture says,] "is stern with the arrogant but to the 
humble he shows kindness." 

FRIDAY OF THE THIRTY-THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST 

2nd Peter 1 : 1 -1 0 

Simeon Peter, servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who 
have been given a faith like ours in the justifying power of our God and 
Savior Jesus Christ: may grace be yours and peace in abundance 
through your knowledge of God and of Jesus, our Lord. 

That divine power of his has freely bestowed on us everything nec
essary for a life of genuine piety, through knowledge of him who called 
us by his own glory and power. By virtue of them he has bestowed on 
us the great and precious things he promised, so that through these 
you who have fled a world corrupted by lust might become sharers of 
the divine nature. This is reason enough for you to make every effort to 
undergird your virtue with faith, your discernment with virtue, and your 
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~ ~ 

- 1 I 
~ self-control with discernment; this self-control, in turn, should lead to ~ 

r- ~ perseverance, and perseverance to piety, and piety to care for your ~ 
~ brother, and care for your brother, to love. ~ 

,....-- ~ Qualities like these, made increasingly your own, are by no means in- ~ 
~ effectual; they bear fruit in true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Any ~ 
@ man who lacks these qualities is shortSighted to the point of blindness. @ 

- ~ ~ c • ~ID He forgets the cleansing of his long-past sins. Be solicitous to make ~ID 

~ your call and election permanent, brethren; surely those who do so will ~ 
~ never be lost. ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF THE THIRTY-THIRD WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ 2nd Timothy 2: 11-19 ~ 

~ Timothy, my son: You can depend on this: If we have died with [Jesus ~ 
~ ~ Christ] we shall also live with him; if we hold out to the end we shall ~ 

~ also reign with him. But if we deny him he will deny us. If we are unfaith- ~ 
~ ful he will still remain faithful, for he cannot deny himself. ~ 
~ Keep reminding people of these things and charge them before God ~ 

r- ~ to stop disputing about mere words. This does no good and can be the ~ 
~ ruin of those who listen. Try hard to make yourself worthy of God's ap- ~ 

@I proval, a workman who has no cause to be ashamed, following a @I 

- ~ ~ • ~ID straight course in preaching the truth. Avoid worldly, idle talk, for those ~ID 

~ who indulge in it become more and more godless, and the influence of ~ 
...-- ~ their talk will spread like the plague. This is the case with Hymenaeus ~ 

~ (High-meh-n-us) and Philetus (Fi-lee-tus), who have gone far wide of the truth ~ 

~ in saying that the resurrection has already taken place. They are upset- ~ 
...-- ~ ting some people's faith. But the foundation God has laid stands Tlrm. ~ 

~ It bears this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his"; and, "Let ~ 
- ~ everyone who professes the name of the Lord abandon evil." ~ 

~ ~ 
~ THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

,....-- ~ - Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee - ~ 
,_ ~ 2nd Timothy 3: 1 0-15 ~ 

~ Timothy, my son: You have followed closely my teaching and my ~ 
~ conduct. You have observed my resolution, fidelity, patience, love, and ~ 

...-- ~ endurance, through persecutions and sufferings in Antioch (An-tee-ock) , ~ 
~ !conium (ih-ko-nih-uhm) , and Lystra (Lis-tra) • You know what persecutions I ~ 

_ ~ have had to bear, and you know how the Lord saved me from them all. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~·~ ........ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ Anyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus can expect to be ~ 
~ persecuted. But all the while evil men and charlatans will go from bad ~ 
~ to worse, deceiving others, themselves deceived. You, for your part, ~ --J 

~ must remain faithful to what you have learned and believed, because ~ 
~ you know who your teachers were. Likewise, from your infancy you ~ 
~ have known the sacred Scriptures, the source of the wisdom which ~ 
~ through faith in Jesus Christ leads to salvation. ~ 

I MONDAY OF THE THIRTY-FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ -
~ 2nd Peter 1 : 20 thru 2: 9 ~ .._._j 

~ Dearly beloved: First you must understand this: there is no prophecy ~ 
~ contained in Scripture which is a personal interpretation. Prophecy has ~ ---J 

~ never been put forward by man's willing it. It is rather that men impelled ~ 
~ by the Holy Spirit have spoken under God's influence. ~ 

~ In times past there were false prophets among God's people, and ~ 
~ among you also there will be false teachers who will smuggle in perni- ~ 
~ cious heresies. They will go so far as to deny the Master who acquired ~ --J 

~ 160 them for his own, thereby bringing on themselves swift disaster. ~ 
~ Their lustful ways will lure many away. Through them, the true way will ~ 
~ be made subject to contempt. ~ _.. 

~ They will deceive you with fabricated tales, in a spirit of greed. Their ~ 
~ condemnation has not lain idle all this time, however; their destruction ~ 
~ is not asleep. Did God spare even the angels who sinned? He did not! ~ 
~ He held them captive in Tartarus (Tar-tar-us) -consigned them to pits of ~ 
~ darkness, to be guarded until judgment. Nor did he spare the ancient ~ 
~ world-even though he preserved Noah as a preacher of holiness, with ~ 
~ seven others, when he brought down the flood on that godless earth. ~ ___. 
~ He blanketed the cities of Sodom (Sawd-uhm) and Gomorrah (Ga-more-ah) in ~ 
~ ashes and condemned them to destruction, thereby showing what ~ 
~ would happen in the future to the godless. He did deliver Lot, however, ~ 
~ a just man oppressed by the conduct of men unprincipled in their lusts. ~ 
~ (Day after day that just one, good as he was, felt himself tormented by ~ __. 
~ seeing and hearing about the lawless deeds of those among whom he ~ 
~ lived.) The Lord, indeed, knows how to rescue devout men from trial, ~ 
~ and how to continue the punishment of the wicked up to the day of ~ 
~ judgment. ~ 
I ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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....... 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE THIRTY-FOURTH WEEK ~ 

r-" ~ AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ 2nd Peter 2: 9-22 ~ 
~ ~ r- ~ Dearly beloved: The Lord, indeed, knows how to rescue devout men ~ 
~ from trial, and how to continue the punishment of the wicked up to the ~ 

r- ~ day of judgment. He knows, especially, how to treat those who live for ~ 
· ~ the flesh in their desire for whatever corrupts, and who despise author- ~ 

~ ity. These bold and arrogant men have no qualms whatever about revil- ~ 
r- ~ ing celestial beings, on whom angels, though greater than men in ~ 

~ strength and power, pass no opprobrious sentence in the Lord's pres- ~ 
~ ence. These men pour abuse on things of which they are ignorant. They ~ 
~ act like creatures of instinct, brute animals born to be caught and de- ~ 
~ stroyed. Because of their decadence they too will be destroyed, suffer- ~ 

r ~ ing the reward of their wickedness. Thinking daytime revelry a delight, ~ 
~ they are stain and defilement as they share your feasts in a spirit of se- ~ 

......-- ~ duction. Constantly on the lookout for a woman, theirs is a never-end- ~ 
~ ing search for sin. They lure the weaker types. Their hearts are trained ~ 
~ in greed. An accursed lot are they! They have abandoned the straight ~ 

~""' ~ road and wander off on the path taken by Salaam (Bay-lam), son of Beor ~ 
l§l (Bee-or). He was a man attracted to dishonest gain, but he was rebuked l§l 
~ for his evildoing. A mute beast spoke with a human voice to restrain the ~ 

r- ~ prophet's madness. ~ 
~ ~ ~ These men are waterless springs, mists whipped by the gale. The ~ 

,_. ~ darkest gloom has been reserved for them. They talk empty bombast ~ 
~ while baiting their hooks with passion, with the lustful ways of the flesh, ~ 
~ to catch those who have just come free of a life of errors. They prom- ~ 

,...._ ~ ise them freedom though they themselves are slaves of corruption -for ~ 
~ surely anyone is the slave of that by which he has been overcome. ~ 

,_. ~ When men have fled a polluted world by recognizing the Lord and Sav- ~ 
~ ior Jesus Christ, and then are caught up and overcome in pollution once ~ 
~ more, their last condition is worse than their first. It would have been ~ 

r-- ~ better for them not to have recognized the road to holiness than to have ~ 
~ turned their backs on the holy law handed on to them, once they had ~ 

_ ~ known it. How well the proverb fits them: "The dog returns to its vomit," ~ 
~ and, [another proverb,] "a sow bathes by wallowing in the mire." ~ 

~ ~ 
- ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
- ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRTY-FOURTH WEEK ~ 
~ AFTER PENTECOST ~ --1 

~ 2nd Peter 3: 1 -18 ~ 
~ Dearly beloved: I am writing you this second letter, intending them ~ 
~ both as reminders urging you to sincerity of outlook. Recall the teach- ~ -J 

1 ing delivered long ago by the holy prophets, as well as the new com- ~ 
1 mand of the Lord and Savior preached to you by the apostles. ~ _ 

~ Note this first of all: in the last days, mocking, sneering men who are I 
~ ruled by their passions will arrive on the scene. They will ask: "Where ~ _ 
1 is that promised coming of his? Our forefathers have been laid to rest, 1 
~ but everything stays just as it was when the world was created." In be- ~ ......J 
~ lieving this, they do not take into account that of old there were heav- ~ 
~ ens and an earth drawn out of the waters and standing between the ~ 
~ waters, all brought into being by the word of God. By water that world ~ _ 
1 was then destroyed; it was overwhelmed by the deluge. The present ~ 

1 heavens and earth are reserved by God's word for fire; they are kept for ~ 
I the day of judgment, the day when godless men will be destroyed. I -J 

~ This point must not be overlooked, dear friends. In the Lord's eyes, ~ 
I one day is as a thousand years and a thousand years are as a day. The I -.J 
~ Lord does not delay in keeping his promise - though some consider it ~ 
I "delay." Rather, he shows you generous patience, since he wants none ~ 
I to perish but all to come to repentance. The day of the Lord will come I 
~ like a thief, and on that day the heavens will vanish with a roar; the el- ~ 
~ ements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and all its deeds will be ~ 

~ made manifest. ~ 

~ Since everything is to be destroyed in this way, what sort of men ~ __... 
~ must you not be! How holy in your conduct and devotion, looking for the ~ 
~ coming of the day of God and trying to hasten it! Because of it, the ~ 
~ heavens will be destroyed in flames and the elements will melt away in ~ ........... 
~ a blaze. What we await are new heavens and a new earth where, ac- 1 
1 cording to his promise, the justice of God will reside. 1 
I So, beloved, while waiting for this, make every effort to be found ~ 
~ without stain or defilement, and at peace in his sight. Consider that our ~ 
~ Lord's patience is directed toward salvation. Paul, our beloved brother, ~ -
~ wrote you this in the spirit of wisdom that is his, dealing with these mat- ~ 
~ ters as he does in all his letters. There are certain passages in them ~ __... 
~ hard to understand. The ignorant and the unstable distort them Oust as ~ 
1 they do the rest of Scripture) to their own ruin. ~ 

~ ~ -
~ ~ 
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r ~ ~ 
~ You are forewarned, beloved brethren. Be on your guard lest you be ~ 

-- ~ led astray by the error of the wicked, and forfeit the security you enjoy. ~ 
~ Grow rather in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior ~ 
~ Jesus Christ. Glory be to him now and to the day of eternity! Amen. ~ 

-- ~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE THIRTY-FOURTH WEEK ~ 

,...- ~ AFTER PENTECOST ~ 
~ 1 st John 1 : 8 thru 2: 6 ~ 

l ~ Dearly beloved: If we say, "We are free of the guilt of sin," we de- ~ 
~ ceive ourselves; the truth is not to be found in us. But if we acknowl- ~ 
~ edge our sins, he who is just can be trusted to forgive our sins and ~ 
~ cleanse us from every wrong. If we say, "We have never sinned," we ~ 
~ make him a liar and his word finds no place in us. ~ 

r ~ ~ ~ My little ones, I am writing this to keep you from sin. But if anyone ~ 
~ should sin, we have, in the presence of the Father, Jesus Christ, an in- ~ 

,_ ~ tercessor who is just. He is an offering for our sins, and not for our sins ~ 
~ only, but for those of the whole world. ~ 

~ The way we can be sure of our knowledge of him is to keep his com- ~ 
~ mandments. The man who claims, "I have known him," without keep- ~ 
~ ing his commandments. is a liar; in such a one there is no truth. But ~ 
~ whoever keeps his word, truly has the love of God been made perfect ~ 
~ in him. The way we can be sure we are in union with him is for the man ~ 

@! who claims to abide in him to conduct himself J·ust as he did. @! 

~ ~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE THIRTY-FOURTH WEEK AFTER PENTECOST ~ 

-- ~ ~ . ~ 1 st John 2: 7-17 ~ 

~ Dearly beloved, it is no new commandment that I write to you, but an ~ 
r- ~ old one which you had from the start. The commandment, now old, is ~ 

~ the word you have already heard. On second thought, the command- ~ 
~ ment that I write you is new, as it is realized in him and you, for the dark- ~ 

' ~ ness is over and the real light begins to shine. The man who claims to ~ 
~ be in light, hating his brother all the while, is in darkness even now. The ~ 

,_ ~ man who continues in the light is the one who loves his brother; there ~ 
~ is nothing in him to cause a fall. But the man who hates his brother is ~ 
~ in darkness. He walks in shadows, not knowing where he is going, since ~ 

,_ ~ the dark has blinded his eyes. ~ 
~ Little ones, I address you, for through his Name your sins have been ~ 

-- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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... ..._. 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ..._. 
~ forgiven. Fathers, I address you, for you have known him who is from ~ 
~ the beginning. Young men, I address you, for you have conquered the ~ 
~ evil one. I address you, children, for you have known the Father. I ad- ~ 
~ dress you, fathers, for you have known him who is from the beginning. ~ 
~ I address you, young men, for you are strong, and the word of God re- ~ 
~ mains in you, and you have conquered the evil one. ~ 
~ Have no love for the world, nor the things that the world affords. If ~ 
~ anyone loves the world, the Father's love has no place in him, for noth- ~ --J 

~ ing that the world affords comes from the Father. Carnal allurements, ~ 
~ enticements for the eye, the life of empty show- all these are from the ~ ........... 
~ world. And the world with its seductions is passing away but the man ~ 
~ who does God's will endures forever. ~ 
~ ~ --J I SATURDAY OF THE THIRTY-FOURTH WEEK AFTER I 
~ PENTECOST ~ -J 

~ 1st Timothy 6: 11 b-16 ~ 
~ Timothy, my son: Seek after integrity, piety, faith, love, steadfastness, ~ 
~ and a gentle spirit. Fight the good fight of faith. Take firm hold on the ~ 
~ everlasting life to which you were called when, in the presence of many ~ 
~ witnesses, you made your noble profession of faith. Before God, who ~ .......... 
~ gives life to all, and before Christ Jesus, who in bearing witness made ~ 
~ his noble profession before Pontius Pilate, I charge you to keep God's ~ 
~ command without blame or reproach until our Lord Jesus Christ shall ~ 
~ appear. This appearance God will bring to pass at his chosen time. He ~ 
~ is the blessed and only ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords who ~ I alone has immortality and who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no I 
~ human being has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and everlast- ~ 

~ ing rule! Amen. ~ 

I THIRTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I 
~ - Sunday of the Prodigal Son - ~ 
~ 1st Corinthians 6: 12-20 ~ ..._. 
~ Brethren: "Everything is lawful for me" but that does not mean that ~ 
~ everything is good for me. "Everything is lawful for me" -but I will not ~ -
~ let myself be enslaved by anything. "Food is for the stomach and the ~ 
~ stomach for food, and God will do away with them both in the end" - ~ 
~ but the body is not for immorality; it is for the Lord, and the Lord is for ~ ......... 
@1 the body. God, who raised up 'the Lord, will raise us also by his power. @1 

~ ~ -
~ ~ 
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Do you not see that your bodies are members of Christ? Would you 
have me take Christ's members and make them the members of a pros
titute? God forbid! Can you not see that the man who is joined to a pros
titute becomes one body with her? Scripture says, "The two shall 
become one flesh." But whoever is joined to the Lord becomes one 
spirit with him. Shun lewd conduct. Every other sin a man commits is 
outside his body, but the fornicator sins against his own body. You must 
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is within-the 
Spirit you have received from God. You are not your own. You have been 
purchased, and at a price. So glorify God in your body. 

MONDAY OF MEAT-FARE WEEK 
1st John 2: 18 thru 3: 10a 

Children, it is the final hour; just as you heard that the antichrist was 
coming, so now many such antichrists have appeared. This makes us 
certain that it is the final hour. It was from our ranks that they took their 
leave-not that they really belonged to us; for if they had belonged to 
us, they would have stayed with us. It only served to show that none of 
them was ours. But you have the anointing that comes from the Holy 
One, so that all knowledge is yours. My reason for having written you 
is not that you do not know the truth but that you do, and that no lie has 
anything in common with the truth. Who is the liar? He who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ. He is the antichrist, denying the Father and the Son. 
Anyone who denies the Son has no claim on the Father, but he who ac
knowledges the Son can claim the Father as well. 

As for you, let what you heard from the beginning remain in your 
hearts. If what you heard from the beginning does remain in your hearts, 
then you in turn will remain in the Son and in the Father. 

He himself made us a promise and the promise is no less than this: 
eternal life. I have written you these things about those who try to de
ceive you. As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in 
your hearts. This means you have no need for anyone to teach you. 
Rather, as his anointing teaches you about all things and is true - free 
from any lie - remain in him as that anointing taught you. 

Remain in him now, little ones, so that, when he reveals himself, we 
may be fully confident and not retreat in shame at his coming. If you 
consider the holiness that is his, you can be sure that everyone who 
acts in holiness has been begotten by him. 
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See what love the Father has bestowed on us in letting us be called 
children of God! Yet that is what we are. The reason the world does not 
recognize us is that it never recognized the Son. Dearly beloved, we are 
God's children now; what we shall later be has not yet come to light. We 
know that when it comes to light we shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is. Everyone who has this hope based on him keeps himself 
pure, as he is pure. 

Everyone who sins acts lawlessly for sin is lawlessness. You know 
well that the reason he revealed himself was to take away sins; in him 
there is nothing sinful. The man who remains in him does not sin. The 
man who sins has not seen him or known him. 

Little ones, let no one deceive you; the man who acts in holiness is 
holy indeed, even as the Son is holy. The man who sins belongs to the 
devil, because the devil is a sinner from the beginning. It was to destroy 
the devil's works that the Son of God revealed himself. No one begot
ten of God acts sinfully because he remains of God's stock; he cannot 
sin because he is begotten of God. That is the way to see who are God's 
children, and who are the devil's. 

TUESDAY OF MEAT-FARE WEEK 

1 st John 3: 9-22a 

Dearly beloved: No one begotten of God acts sinfully because he re
mains of God's stock; he cannot sin because he is begotten of God. 
That is the way to see who are God's children, and who are the devil's. 
No one whose actions are unholy belongs to God, nor anyone who fails 
to love his brother. 

This, remember, is the message you heard from the beginning: we 
should love one another. We should not follow the example of Cain who 
belonged to the evil one and killed his brother. Why did he kill him? Be
cause his own deeds were wicked while his brother's were just. No 
need, then, brethren, to be surprised if the world hates you. That we 
have passed from death to life we know because we love the brethren. 
The man who does not love is among the living dead. Anyone who hates 
his brother is a murderer, and you know that eternal life abides in no 
murderer's heart. The way we came to understand love was that he laid 
down his life for us; we too must lay down our lives for our brethren. 

I ask you, how can God's love survive in a man who has enough of 
this world's goods yet closes his heart to his brother when he sees him 
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••• ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ in need? Little children, let us love in deed and in truth and not merely ~ 
,........ ~ talk about it. ~ 

· ~ This is our way of knowing we are committed to the truth and are at ~ 
,........ ~ peace before him no matter what our consciences may charge us with; ~ 

~ for God is greater than our hearts and all is known to him. Beloved, if ~ 
~ our consciences have nothing to charge us with, we can be sure that ~ 

,........ ~ God is with us and that we will receive at his hands whatever we ask. ~ 
~ ~ 

,........ I WEDNESDAY OF MEAT-FARE WEEK I 
~ 1st John 3: 21 thru 4:6 ~ 

1 ~ Dearly beloved, if our consciences have nothing to charge us with, ~ 
~ we can be sure that God is with us and that we will receive at his hands ~ 
~ whatever we ask. Why? Because we are keeping his commandments ~ 
~ and doing what is pleasing in his Sight. His commandment is this: we ~ 
~ are to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and are to love one ~ 

1 
~ another as he commanded us. Those who keep his commandments re- ~ 
~ main in him and he in them. And this is how we know that he remains ~ 
~ in us: from the Spirit that he gave us. ~ 

~ Beloved, do not trust every spirit, but put the spirits to a test to see ~ 
~ if they belong to God, because many false prophets have appeared in ~ 
~ the world. This is how you can recognize God's Spirit: every spirit that ~ 
~ acknowledges Jesus Christ come in the flesh belongs to God, while ~ 
~ every spirit that fails to acknowledge him does not belong to God. Such ~ 
~ is the spirit of the antichrist which, as you have heard, is to come; in ~ 
~ fact, it is in the world already. ~ 

r-- ~ You are of God, you little ones, and thus you have conquered the ~ 
~ false prophets. For there is One greater in you than there is in the world. ~ 

r-- ~ Those others belong to the world; that is why theirs is the language of ~ 
~ the world and why the world listens to them. We belong to God and ~ 
~ anyone who has knowledge of God gives us a hearing, while anyone ~ 

,........ ~ who is not of God refuses to hear us. Thus do we distinguish the spirit ~ 
~ of truth from the spirit of deception. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF MEAT-FARE WEEK ~ 

~ 1st John 4: 20 thru 5: 21 ~ 

,........ ~ Dearly beloved: If anyone says, "My love is fixed on God," yet hates ~ 
@I his brother, he is a liar. One who has no love for the brother he has seen @I 

,........ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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cannot love the God he has not seen. The commandment we have from 
him is this: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been begotten of 
God. Now, everyone who loves the father loves the child he has begot
ten. We can be sure that we love God's children when we love God and 
do what he has commanded. The love of God consists in this: that we 
keep his commandments - and his commandments are not burden
some. 

Everyone begotten of God conquers the world, and the power that 
has conquered the world is this faith of ours. Who, then, is conqueror 
of the world? The one who bel ieves that Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus 
Christ it is who came through water and blood - not in water only, but 
in water and in blood. It is the Spirit who testifies to this, and the Spirit 
is truth. Thus there are three that testify, the Spirit and the water and the 
blood - and these three are of one accord. Do we not accept human 
testimony? The testimony of God is much greater: it is the testimony 
God has given on his own Son's behalf. Whoever believes in the Son of 
God possesses that testimony within his heart. Whoever does not be
lieve God has made God a liar by refusing to believe in the testimony he 
has given on his own Son's behalf. The testimony is this: God gave us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever possesses the Son pos
sesses life; whoever does not possess the Son of God does not pos
sess life. 

I have written this to you to make you realize that you possess eter
nal life - you who believe in the name of the Son of God. 

We have this confidence in God: that he hears us whenever we ask 
for anything according to his will. And since we know that he hears us 
whenever we ask, we know that what we have asked him for is ours. 

Anyone who sees his brother sinning, if the sin is not deadly, should 
petition God, and thus life will be given to the sinner. This is only for 
those whose sin is not deadly. There is such a thing as a deadly sin; I 
do not say that one should pray about that. True, all wrongdoing is sin, 
but not all sin is deadly. 

We know that no one begotten of God commits sin; rather, God pro
tects the one begotten by him, and so the evil one cannot touch him. 
We know that we belong to God, while the whole world is under the evil 
one. We know, too, that the Son of God has come and has given us dis-
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~·~ 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ cernment to recognize the One who is true. And we are in the One who ~ 

,.-- ~ is true, for we are in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eter- ~ 
~ nal life. My little children, be on your guard against idols. ~ 

,.-- ~ ~ • . ~ FRIDAY OF MEAT-FARE WEEK ~ 

~ 2nd John 1 : 1-13 ~ 
~ The elder to a Lady who is elect and to her children. In truth I love ~ 
~ each of you - and not only I but also all those who have come to know ~ 

,......... ~ the truth. This love is based on the truth that abides in us and will be ~ 
~ with us forever. In truth and love, then, we shall have grace, mercy, and ~ 
~ peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father's Son. ~ 
~ It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the ~ 
~ path of truth, just as we were commanded by the Father. But now, my ~ i Lady, I would make this request of you (not as if I were writing you some i 
~ new commandment; rather, it is a commandment we have had from the ~ 

r--' ~ start): let us love one another. This love involves our walking according ~ 
~ to the commandments, and as you have heard from the beginning, the ~ 
~ commandment is the way in which you should walk. ~ 

~ Many deceitful men have gone out into the world, men who do not ~ 
~ acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. Such is the deceitful ~ 

,..._ ~ one! This is the antichrist! Look out that you yourselves do not lose ~ 
~ what you have worked for; you must receive your reward in full. Anyone ~ 
~ who is so "progressive" that he does not remain rooted in the teaching ~ 

r"""" ~ of Christ does not possess God, while anyone who remains rooted in ~ 
~ the teaching possesses both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes ~ 

,......... ~ to you who does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your ~ 
~ house; do not even greet him, for whoever greets him shares in the evil ~ 
~ he does. ~ 
~ While there is much more that I could write you, I do not intend to put ~ i it down on paper; instead, I hope to visit you and talk with you face to i 
~ face, so that our joy may be full. The children of your elect sister send ~ 

~ you their greetings. ~ 

- i i ~ SATURDAY OF MEAT-FARE WEEK ~ 

~ - First All Souls Saturday - ~ 

,.....-, ~ For Saturday of Meat-fare: 1st Corinthians 1 0: 23-29a ~ 
r--- ~ Brethren: "All things are lawful," but not all are advantageous. "All ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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things are lawful"-which does not mean that everything is construc
tive. No man should seek his own interest but rather that of his neigh
bor. Eat whatever is sold in the market without raising any Question of 
conscience. [Scriptures say,] "The earth and its fullness are the Lord's." 
If an unbeliever invites you to his table and you want to go, eat what
ever is placed before you, without raising any Question of conscience. 
But if someone should say to you, "This was offered in idol worship," do 
not eat it, both for the sake of the one who called attention to it and on 
account of the conscience issue-not your own conscience but your 
neighbor's. 

For All Souls: 1st Thessalonians 4: 13-17 

Brethren: We would have you be clear about those who sleep in 
death; otherwise you might yield to grief, like those who have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, God will bring forth with him 
from the dead those also who have fallen asleep believing in him. We 
say to you, as if the Lord himself had said it, that we who live, who sur
vive until his coming, will in no way have an advantage over those who 
have fallen asleep. No, the Lord himself will come down from heaven at 
the word of command, at the sound of the archangel's voice and God's 
trumpet; and those who have died in Christ will rise first. Then we, the 
living, the survivors, will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. Thenceforth we shall be with the Lord unceasingly. 

SUNDAY OF MEAT-FARE 

1st Corinthians 8: 8 thru 9: 2 

Brethren: Now food does not bring us closer to God. We suffer no 
loss through failing to eat, and we gain no favor by eating. Take care, 
however, lest in exercising your right you become an occasion of sin to 
the weak. If someone sees you, with your "knowledge," reclining at 
table in the temple of an idol, may not his conscience in its weak state 
be influenced to the point that he eats the idol-offering? Because of 
your "knowledge" the weak one perishes, that brother for whom Christ 
died. When you sin thus against your brothers and wound their weak 
consciences, you are sinning against Christ. Therefore, if food causes 
my brother to sin I will never eat meat again, so that I may not be an oc
casion of sin to him. 

Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? 
And are you not my work in the Lord? Although I may not be an apos-
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ tie for others, I certainly am one for you. You are the very seal of my ~ 
~ apostolate in the Lord. ~ 

I MONDAY OF CHEESE-FARE WEEK I 
~ 3rd John 1 : 1-15 ~ r- 1 The elder to the beloved Gaius (Gay-us), whom I indeed love. ~ 
~ Beloved, I hope you are in good health - may you thrive in all other ~ 
~ ways as you do in the spirit. For it has given me great joy to have the ~ 

,...._ ~ brothers bear witness to how truly you walk in the path of truth. Noth- ~ 
~ ing delights me more than to hear that my children are walking in this ~ 
~ path. ~ 
~ ~ ~ Beloved, you demonstrate fidelity by all that you do for the brothers ~ 
~ even though they are strangers; indeed, they have testified to your love ~ 
~ before the church. And you will do a good thing if, in a way that pleases ~ 
~ God, you help them to continue their journey. It was for the sake of the ~ 

_......, ~ Name that they set out, and they are accepting nothing from the pa- ~ 
· ~ gans. Therefore, we owe it to such men to support them and thus to ~ 
~ have our share in the work of truth. ~ 

- ~ I did write to the church; but Diotrephes (Digh-ot-re-feez) ,who enjoys ~ 
~ being their leader, ignores us. Therefore, if I come I will speak publicly ~ 
~ of what he is doing in spreading evil nonsense about us. And that is not ~ 
~ all. Not only does he refuse to welcome the brothers himself but he even ~ 
~ hinders those who wish to do so and expels them from the church! ~ 

~ Beloved, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Whoever does ~ 
~ what is good belongs to God; whoever does what is evi I has never seen ~ 

r- ~ God. Demetrius is one who gets a good testimonial from all, even from ~ 
~ truth itself. We give our testimonial as well, and you know that our tes- ~ 

r- ~ timony is true. ~ 

~ There is much more that I had in mind to write you, but I do not wish ~ 
~ to write it out with pen and ink. Rather, I hope to see you soon, when we ~ 

,...._ ~ can talk face to face. ~ 
~ Peace be with you. The beloved here send you their greetings; greet ~ 

- ~ ~ • · r.!l the beloved there, each by name. r.!l 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 

r ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ TUESDAY OF CHEESE-FARE WEEK ~ 

~ Jude1:1-10 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to those who ~ 
~ have been called by God; who have found love in God the Father and ~ 
~ have been guarded safely in Jesus Christ. May mercy, peace, and love ~ -
~ be yours in ever greater measure. ~ 
~ I was already fully intent on writing you, beloved, about the salvation ~ 
~ we share. But now I feel obliged to write and encourage you to fight ~ 
~ hard for the faith delivered once for all to the saints. Certain individuals ~ 
~ have recently wormed their way into your midst, godless types, long ~ -
~ ago destined for the condemnation I shall describe. They pervert the ~ 
~ gracious gift of our God to sexual excess and deny Jesus Christ, our ~ __. 
~ only master and Lord. ~ 

~ I wish to remind you of certain things, even though you may already ~ --..~ 
~ be very well aware of them. The Lord first rescued his people from the ~ 
~ land of Egypt but later destroyed those who refused to believe. There ~ • 
~ were angels, too, who did not keep to their own domain, who deserted ~ -...J 

~ their dwelling place. These the Lord has kept in perpetual bondage, ~ 
~ shrouded in murky darkness against the judgment of the great day. ~ --..l 

~ Sodom (Sawd-uhm), Gomorrah (Ga-more-ah), and the towns there abouts in- ~ 
~ dulged in lust, just as those angels did; they practiced unnatural vice. ~ 
~ They are set before us to dissuade us, as they undergo a punishment ~ 
~ of eternal fire. ~ 
~ Similarly, these visionaries pollute the flesh; they spurn God's do- ~ 
~ minion and revile the angelic beings. Even the archangel Michael, when ~ 
rnJ his case.with the devil was being judged - a dispute over Moses' rnJ 
~ ~ ~ ffil body-did not venture to charge him with blasphemy. He simply said, ~ -
~ "May the Lord punish you." These people, however, not only revile what ~ 
~ they have no knowledge of but are corrupted through the very things ~ 
~ they know by instinct, like brute animals. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF CHEESE-FARE WEEK ~ ___, 
~ ~ 
~ NOTE: This day is aliturgical, but if an epistle is to be read it may ~ 
~ be that of the Saint of the day, or the following may be used: ~ 
~ Romans 14: 6-9 ~ 
~ ~ -~ Brethren: The man who observes the day does so to honor the Lord. ~ 
~ The man who eats does so to honor the Lord, and he gives thanks to ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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God. The man who does not eat abstains to honor the Lord, and he too 
gives thanks to God. None of us lives as his own master and none of us 
dies as his own master. While we live we are responsible to the Lord, 
and when we die we die as his servants. Both in life and in death we are 
the Lord's. That is why Christ died and came to life again, that he might 
be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

THURSDAY OF CHEESE-FARE WEEK 

Jude 1 : 11-25 

[The godless people] have taken the road Cain took. They have 
abandoned themselves to Salaam's (Bay-lam) error for pay, and like Korah 
(Kor-ah) they perish in rebellion. These men are blotches on your Christ
ian banquets. They join your solemn feasts without shame and only look 
after themselves. They are blown on the wind like clouds that bring no 
rain. Like trees at the year's end they bear no fruit, being dead and up
rooted. They are wild ocean waves, splashing their shameless deeds 
abroad like foam, or shooting stars for whom the thick gloom of dark
ness has been reserved forever. It was about these that Enoch (Ee-nock) 

who was of the seventh generation descended from Adam, prophesied 
when he said, "See, the Lord has come with his countless holy ones 
about him to pass judgment on all men, indicting the godless for every 
evil deed they have done, and convicting those godless sinners of every 
harsh word they have uttered against him." 

These men are grumblers and whiners. They live by their passions, 
uttering bombast. Whenever it is expedient, they resort to flattery. Re
member, beloved, all of you, the prophetic words of the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; how they kept telling you, "In the last days there will 
be impostors living by their godless passions. "These sensualists, de
void of the Spirit, are causing divisions among you. 

But you, beloved, grow strong in your holy faith through prayer in 
the Holy Spirit. Persevere in God's love, and welcome the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ which leads to life eternal. Correct those who are 
confused; the others you must rescue, snatching them from the fire. 
Even with those you pity, be on your guard; abhor so much as their 
fleshstained clothing. 

There is One who can protect you from a fall and make you stand un
blemished and exultant in the presence of his glory. Glory be to this 
only God our savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Majesty, too, be his, 
might and power from ages past, now and for ages to come. Amen. 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF CHEESE-FARE WEEK ~ 

~ ~ ~ NOTE: This day is aliturgical. But if an epistle is to read it may be that ~ --' 
~ of the Saint of the day, or the following may be used: ~ 

~ Ephesians 5: Bb-19 ~ 
~ Brethren: Live as children of light. Light produces every kind of good- ~ 
~ ness and justice and truth. Be correct in your judgment of what pleases ~ ........... 
~ the Lord. Take no part in vain deeds done in darkness; rather, condemn ~ 
~ them. It is shameful even to mention the things these people do in se- ~ 
~ cret; but when such deeds are condemned they are seen in the light of ~ 
~ day, and all that then appears is light. That is why we read: "Awake, 0 ~ 
~ sleeper, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light." ~ 

~ Keep careful watch over your conduct. Do not act like fools, but like ~ ......... 
~ thoughtful men. Make the most of the present opportunity, for these are ~ 
~ evil days. Do not continue in ignorance, but try to discern the will of the ~ -
~ Lord. Avoid getting drunk on wine; that leads to debauchery (di-bock- ~ 
~ eh·ree). Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and ~ -...J 

~ hymns and inspired songs. Sing praise to the Lord with all your hearts. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY OF CHEESE-FARE WEEK ~ --

~ Romans 14: 19-23 and 16: 25-27 ~ 
~ Brethren: Let us, then, make it our aim to work for peace and to ~ 
~ strengthen one another. Take care not to destroy God's work for the ~ 
~ sake of something to eat. True, all foods are clean; but it is wrong for a ~ 
~ man to eat when the food offends his conscience. You would be acting ~ 
~ nobly if you abstained from eating meat, or drinking wine, or anything ~ 
~ else that offers your brother an occasion for stumbling or scandal, or ~ ........... 
~ that weakens him in any way. Use the faith you have as your rule of life ~ 
~ in the sight of God. Happy the man whose conscience does not con- ~ 
~ demn what he has chosen to do! But if a man eats when his conscience ~ 
~ has misgivings about eating, he is already condemned, because he is ~ 
~ ~ -~ not acting in accordance with what he believes. Whatever does not ac- ~ 

~ cord with one's belief is sinful. ~ 
~ •Now to him who is able to strengthen you in the gospel which I pro- ~ 
~ claim when I preach Jesus Christ, the gospel which reveals the mystery ~ 
~ hidden for many ages but now manifested through the writings of the ~ __ 
~ prophets, and, at the command of the eternal God, made known to all ~ 
~ the Gentiles that they may believe and obey- to him, the God who ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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r ••• ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ alone is wise, may glory be given through Jesus Christ unto endless ~ 
..-- ~ ages. Amen. ~ 

~ ~ 
,_ ~ SUNDAY OF CHEESE-FARE ~ 

~ Romans 13: 11 b thru 14: 4 ~ 
~ Brethren: It is now the hour for you to wake from sleep, for our sal- ~ 
~ vation is closer than when we first accepted the faith. The night is far ~ 

_ ~ spent; the day draws near. Let us cast off deeds of darkness and put on ~ 
r-, ~ the armor of light. Let us live honorably as in daylight; not in carousing ~ 

~ and drunkenness, not in sexual excess and lust, not in quarreling and ~ 
r- ~ jealousy. Rather, put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for ~ 

i the desires of the flesh. i 
~ Extend a kind welcome to those who are weak in faith. Do not enter ~ 
~ into disputes with them. A man of sound faith knows he can eat any- ~ 
~ thing, while one who is weak in faith eats only vegetables. The man who ~ 

..-- ~ will eat anything must not ridicule him who abstains from certain foods; ~ 
~ the man who abstains must not sit in judgment on him who eats. After ~ 
~ all, God himself has made him welcome. Who are you to pass judgment ~ 

- ~ on another's servant? His master alone can judge whether he stands or ~ 
~ falls. And stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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THE EPISTLES 

FOR GREAT LENT 

NOTE: The weekdays of Great Lent are aliturgical, but if an epistle 
is to be read it may be that of the Saint of the day, or the following 
readings are suggested: 

MONDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

1st Corinthians 3: 18-23 

Brethren: Let no one delude himself. If anyone of you thinks he is wise 
in a worldly way, he had better become a fool. I n that way he will really 
be wise, for the wisdom of this world is absurdity with God. Scripture 
says, "He catches the wise in their craftiness"; and again, "The Lord 
knows how empty are the thoughts of the wise." Let there be no boast
ing about men. All things are yours, whether it be Paul, or Apollos (A-pol

os) , or Cephas (Se-fas), or the world, or life, or death, or the present, or the 
future: all these are yours, and you are Christ's and Christ is God's. 

TUESDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

Romans 8: 14-21 

Brethren: All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. You 
did not receive a spirit of slavery leading you back into fear, but a spirit 
of adoption through which we cry out, "Abba (Ah-bah) !"(that is, "Father"). 
The Spirit himself gives witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God. But if we are children, we are heirs as well: heirs of God, heirs with 
Christ, if only we suffer with him so as to be glorified with him. 

I consider the sufferings of the present to be as nothing compared 
with the glory to be revealed in us. Indeed, the whole created world ea-

174 



~·~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

· ~ ~ ~ gerly awaits the revelation of the sons of God. Creation was made sub- ~ 
~ ject to futility, not of its own accord but by him who once subjected it; ~ 
~ yet not without hope, because the world itself will be freed from its slav- ~ 
~ ery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of ~ 

r- ~ God. ~ 
~ ~ 

r-- ~ WEDNESDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 
~ 2nd Corinthians 4: 13-18 ~ 

r ~ Brethren: We have that spirit of faith of which the Scripture says, ~ 
~ "Because I believed, I spoke out." We believe and so we speak, know- ~ 

r- ~ ing that he who raised up the Lord Jesus will raise us up along with ~ 
~ Jesus and place both us and you in his presence. Indeed, everything is ~ 
~ ordered to your benefit, so that the grace bestowed in abundance may ~ 
~ bring greater glory to God because they who give thanks are many. ~ 

~ We do not lose heart, because our inner being is renewed each day ~ 
,..._ ~ even though our body is being destroyed at the same time. The pres- ~ 

~ ent burden of our trial is light enough, and earns for us an eternal weight ~ 
~ of glory beyond all comparison. We do not fix our gaze on what is seen ~ 

__., ~ but on what is unseen. What is seen is transitory; what is unseen lasts ~ 
~ forever. ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ Romans 15: 30-33 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ Brethren, I beg you, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ and the ~ 
_ ~ love of the Spirit, join me in the struggle by your prayers to God on my ~ 

~ behalf. Pray that I may be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea, and ~ 
~ that the offerings I bring to Jerusalem may be well received by the saints ~ 

~ ~ there; so that, God willing, I may come to you with joy and be refreshed ~ 
~ in spirit by your company. May the God of peace be with you all. Amen. ~ 

~ ~ ,..._ ~ FRIDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ 1st Timothy 2: 1-7 ~ 
r- ~ Timothy, my son: First of all, I urge that petitions, prayers, interces- ~ 

~ sions, and thanksgiving be offered for all men, especially for kings and ~ 
~ those in authority, that we may be able to lead undisturbed and tranquil ~ 

,.._ ~ lives in perfect piety and dignity. Prayer of this kind is good, and God ~ 
rnJ our savior is pleased with it, for he wants all men to be saved and come rnJ 

- ~ ~ . ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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to know the truth. And the truth is this: "God is one. One also is the me
diator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
as a ransom for all." This truth was attested at the fitting time. I have 
been made its herald and apostle (believe me, I am not lying but speak 
the truth), the teacher of the nations in the true faith. 

SATURDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

Hebrews 1: 1-12 

In times past, God spoke in fragmentary and varied ways to our fa
thers through the prophets; in this, the final age, he has spoken to us 
through his Son, whom he has made heir of all things and through 
whom he first created the universe. This Son is the reflection of the Fa
ther's glory, the exact representation of the Father's being, and he sus
tains all things by his powerful word. When he had cleansed us from 
our sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven, as 
far superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to 
theirs. 

To which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my son; today I 
have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be his father, and he shall be my 
son"? And again, when he leads his first-born into the world, he says, 
"Let all the angels of God worship him." Of the angels he says, "He 
makes his angels winds, and his ministers flaming fire"; but of the Son, 
"Your throne, 0 God, stands forever and ever; a righteous scepter is 
the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved justice and hated wicked
ness, therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness 
above your fellow kings." And, "Lord, of old you established the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you 
remain; all of them will grow old like a garment. You will roll them up 
like a cloak, like a garment they will be changed; but you are the same, 
and your years will have no end." 

FIRST SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT 

- Sunday of the Triumph of the True Faith -

Hebrews 11 : 24-26, 32-40, and 12: 1-2a 

Brethren: By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 
known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter; he wished to be ill-treated 
along with God's people rather than enjoy the fleeting rewards of sin. 
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Moses considered the reproach borne by God's Anointed greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 

•What more shall I recount? I have no time to tell of Gideon (Gi-dee-un), 

Barak (Bar-ock) , Samson (Sam-son), Jephthah (Jef-thah), of David and Samuel 
and the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms, did what was just, 
obtained the promises; they broke the jaws of lions, put out raging fires, 
escaped the devouring sword; though weak they were made powerful, 
became strong in battle, and turned back foreign invaders. Women re
ceived back their dead through resurrection. Others were tortured and 
would not receive deliverance, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 
Still others endured mockery, scourging, even chains and imprison
ment. They were stoned; sawed in two, put to death at sword's point; 
they went about garbed in the skins of sheep or goats, needy, afflicted, 
tormented. The world was not worthy of them. They wandered about in 
deserts and on mountains, they dwelt in caves and in holes of the earth. 
Yet despite the fact that all of these were approved because of their 
faith, they did not obtain what had been promised. God had made a 
better plan, a plan which included us. Without us, they were 
not to be made perfect. 

•Therefore, since we for our part are surrounded by this cloud of wit
nesses, let us lay aside every encumbrance of sin which clings to us 
and persevere in running the race which lies ahead; let us keep our eyes 
fixed on Jesus, who inspires and perfects our faith. 

MONDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

Romans 15: 1-7 

Brethren: We who are strong in faith should be patient with the scru
ples of those whose faith is weak; we must not be selfish. Each should 
please his neighbor so as to do him good by building up his spirit. Thus, 
in accord with Scripture, Christ did not please himself: "The reproaches 
they uttered against you fell on me." Everything written before our time 
was written for our instruction, that we might derive hope from the les
sons of patience and the words of encouragement in the Scriptures. 
May God, the source of all patience and encouragement, enable you 
to live in perfect harmony with one another according to the spirit of 
Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and voice you may glorify God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, as Christ ac
cepted you, for the glory of God. 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ Galatians 6: 2-1 0 ~ 
~ Brethren: Help carry one another's burdens; in that way you willful- ~ 
~ fill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks he amounts to something, when ~ -.J 

~ in fact he is nothing, he is only deceiving himself. Each man should look ~ 
~ to his conduct; if he has reason to boast of anything, it will be because ~ 

~ the achievement is his and not another's. Everyone should bear his own ~ __, 
~ responsibility. ~ 
~ The man instructed in the word should share all he has with his in- ~ _ 
~ structor. Make no mistake about it, no one makes a fool of God! A man ~ 
~ will reap only what he sows. If he sows in the field of the flesh, he will ~ 
~ reap a harvest of corruption; but if his seed-ground is the spirit, he will ~ 
~ reap everlasting life. Let us not grow weary of doing good; if we do not ~ 
~ relax our efforts, in due time we shall reap our harvest. While we have ~ 
~ the opportunity, let us do good to all men-but especially those of the ~ 
~ household of the faith. ~ 
~ ~ I WEDNESDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF GREAT LENT I 
~ 2nd Corinthians 6: 16b thru 7: 1 ~ __ 

~ Brethren: You are the temple of the living God, just as God has said: ~ 
~ "I will dwell with them and walk among them. I will be their God and ~ 
~ they shall be my people. Therefore, 'Come out from among them and ~ 
~ separate yourselves from them,' says the Lord; 'and touch nothing un- ~ 
~ clean. I will welcome you and be a father to you and you will be my sons ~ 
~ and daughters,' says the Lord Almighty. " ~ 

~ Since we have these promises, beloved, let us purify ourselves from ~ -J 

~ every defilement of flesh and spirit, and in the fear of God strive to ful- ~ 
~ fill our consecration perfectly. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 
~ 1st Corinthians 1 0: 5-12 ~ ___. 

~ Brethren: We know that God was not pleased with most of [our fa- ~ 
~ thers], for "they were struck down in the desert. " ~ 

~ These things happened as an example to keep us from wicked de- ~ 
~ sires such as theirs. Do not become idolaters, as some of them did. ~ _ 
~ Scripture says, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and arose to ~ 
~ take their pleasure." Let us not indulge in lewdness as some of them ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 178 ~ ~ ~ 

+•+ 



did, so that in one day twenty-three thousand perished. Let us not test 
the Lord as some of them did, only to be destroyed by snakes. Nor are 
you to grumble as some of them did, to be killed by the destroying 
angel. The things that happened to them serve as an example. They 
have been written as a warning to us, upon whom the end of the ages 
has come. For all these reasons, let anyone who thinks he is standing 
upright watch out lest he fall! 

FRIDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

Romans 12: 6-14 

Brethren: We have gifts that differ according to the favor bestowed 
on each of us. One's gift may be prophecy; its use should be in propor
tion to his faith . It may be the gift of ministry; it should be used for serv
ice. One who is a teacher should use his gift for teaching; one with the 
power of exhortation should exhort. He who gives alms should do so 
generously; he who rules should exercise his authority with care; he 
who performs works of mercy should do so cheerfully. 

Your love must be sincere. Detest what is evil, Cling to what is good. 
Love one another with the affection of brothers. Anticipate each other 
in showing respect. Do not grow slack but be fervent in spirit; he whom 
you serve is the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient under trial, persevere 
in prayer. Look on the needs of the saints as your own; be generous in 
offering hospitality. Bless your persecutors; bless and do not curse 
them. 

SATURDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

- Second All Souls Saturday -

For Saturday of Lent: Hebrews 3: 12-16 

Brethren, take care lest any of you have an evil and unfaithful spirit 
and fall away from the living God. Encourage one another daily while it 
is still "today," so that no one grows hardened by the deceit of sin. We 
have become partners of Christ only if we maintain to the end that con
fidence with which we began. When Scripture says, "Today, if you 
should hear his voice, harden not your hearts as at the revolt," who were 
those that revolted when they heard that voice? Was it not all whom 
Moses had led out of Egypt? 

For All Souls: 1st Thessalonians 4: 13-17 
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Brethren: We would have you be clear about those who sleep in 
death; otherwise you might yield to grief, like those who have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, God will bring forth with him 
from the dead those also who have fallen asleep believing in him. We 
say to you, as if the Lord himself had said it, that we who live, who sur
vive until his coming, will in no way have an advantage over those who 
have fallen asleep. No, the Lord himself will come down from heaven at 
the word of command, at the sound of the archangel's voice and God's 
trumpet; and those who have died in Christ will rise first. Then we, the 
living, the survivors, will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. Thenceforth we shall be with the Lord unceasingly. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT 

- Sunday of the Paralytic -

Hebrews 1 : 1 0 thru 2: 3 

Brethren: [Scripture says:] "Lord, of old you established the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you 
remain; all of them will grow old like a garment. You will roll them up 
like a cloak, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, 
and your years will have no end." 

To which of the angels has God ever said, "Sit at my right hand till I 
make your enemies your footstool"? Are they not all ministering spirits, 
sent to serve those who are to inherit salvation? 

In view of this, we must attend all the more to what we have heard, 
lest we drift away. For if the word spoken through angels stood un
changed, and all transgression and disobedience received its due pun
ishment, how shall we escape if we ignore a salvation as great as ours? 
Announced first by the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who had 
heard him. 

MONDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

Ephesians 4: 25-32 

Brethren: See to it, then, that you put an end to lying; let everyone 
speak the truth to his neighbor, for we are members of one another. If 
you are angry, let it be without sin. The sun must not go down on your 
wrath; do not give the devil a chance to work on you. The man who has 
been stealing must steal no longer; rather, let him work with his hands 
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at honest labor so that he will have something to share with those in 
need. Never let evil talk pass your lips; say only the good things men 
need to hear, things that will really help them. Do nothing to sadden the 
Holy Spirit with whom you were sealed against the day of redemption. 
Get rid of all bitterness, all passion and anger, harsh words, slander, 
and malice of every kind. In place of these, be kind to one another, com
passionate, and mutually forgiving, just as God has forgiven you in 
Christ. 

TUESDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

Philippians 2: 12-16 

My dearly beloved, obedient as always to my urging, work with anx
ious concern to achieve your salvation, not only when I happen to be 
with you but all the more now that I am absent. It is God who, in his 
good will toward you, begets in you any measure of desire or achieve
ment. In everything you do, act without grumbling or arguing; prove 
yourselves innocent and straightforward, children of God beyond re
proach in the midst of a twisted and depraved generation - among 
whom you shine like the stars in the sky while holding fast to the word 
of life. As I look to the Day of Christ, you give me cause to boast that I 
did not run the race in vain or work to no purpose. 

WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

Ephesians 4: 1 -6 

Brethren: I plead with you, then, as a prisoner for the Lord, to live a 
life worthy of the calling you have received, with perfect humility, meek
ness, and patience, bearing with one another lovingly. Make every ef
fort to preserve the unity which has the Spirit as its origin and peace as 
its binding force. There is but one body and one Spirit, just as there is 
but one hope given all of you by your call. There is one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all, and works 
through all, and is in all. 

THURSDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

Colossians 3: 4-11 

Brethren: When Christ our life appears, then you shall appear with 
him in glory. Put to death whatever in your nature is rooted in earth: for-
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nication, uncleanness, passion, evil desires, and that lust which is idol
atry. These are the sins which provoke God's wrath. Your own conduct 
was once of this sort, when these sins were your very life. You must put 
that aside now: all the anger and quick temper, the malice, the insults, 
the foul language. Stop lying to one another. What you have done is put 
aside your old self with its past deeds and put on a new man, one who 
grows in knowledge as he is formed anew in the image of his Creator. 
There is no Greek or Jew here, circumcised or uncircumcised, foreigner, 
Scythian (Sith-ee-an) , slave or freeman. Rather, Christ is everything in all 
of you. 

FRIDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

Ephesians 5: 1 -8b 

Brethren: Be imitators of God as his dear children. Follow the way of 
love, even as Christ loved you. He gave himself for us as an offering to 
God, a gift of pleasing fragrance. 

As for lewd conduct or promiscuousness or lust of any sort, let them 
not even be mentioned among you; your holiness forbids this. Nor 
should there be any obscene, silly, or suggestive talk; all that is out of 
place. Instead, give thanks. Make no mistake about this: no fornicator, 
no unclean or lustful person - in effect an idolater - has any inheri
tance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with 
worthless arguments. These are sins that bring God's wrath down on 
the disobedient; therefore have nothing to do with them. There was a 
time when you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 

SATURDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

- Third All Souls Saturday -

For Saturday of Lent: Hebrews 1 0: 32-38a 

Brethren: Recall the days gone by when, after you had been enlight
ened, you endured a great contest of suffering. At times you were pub
licly exposed to insult and trial; at other times you associated 
yourselves with those who were being so dealt with. You even joined in 
the sufferings of those who were in prison and joyfully assented to the 
confiscation of your goods, knowing that you had better and more per
manent possessions. Do not, then, surrender your confidence; it will 
have great reward. You need patience to do God's will and receive what 
he has promised. 
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....... 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ For just a brief moment, and he who is to come will come; he will ~ 

r- ~ not delay. My just man will live by faith. ~ 
~ For All Souls: 1st Thessalonians 4: 13-17 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: We would have you be clear about those who sleep in ~ 
~ death; otherwise you might yield to grief, like those who have no hope. ~ 

_ ~ For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, God will bring forth with him ~ 
~ from the dead those also who have fallen asleep believing in him. We ~ 
~ say to you, as if the Lord himself had said it, that we who live, who sur- ~ 
~ vive until his coming, will in no way have an advantage over those who ~ 
~ have fallen asleep. No, the Lord himself will come down from heaven at ~ 
~ the word of command, at the sound of the archangel's voice and God's ~ 
~ trumpet; and those who have died in Christ will rise first. Then we, the ~ 
~ living, the survivors, will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet ~ 

r- ~ the Lord in the air. Thenceforth we shall be with the Lord unceasingly. ~ 

~ THIRD SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ - Sunday of the Veneration of the Cross - ~ 

~ Hebrews 4: 14 thru 5: 6 ~ 
r- ~ ~ 

~ Brethren: Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed ~ 
~ through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our pro- ~ 
~ fession of faith. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sym- ~ 
~ pathize with our weakness, but one who was tempted in every way that ~ 

~ ~ we are, yet never sinned. So let us confidently approach the throne of ~ 
~ grace to receive mercy and favor and to find help in time of need. ~ 

~ Every high priest is taken from among men and made their repre- ~ 
- ~ sentative before God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to ~ 

~ deal patiently with erring sinners, for he himself is beset by weakness ~ 
,......_ ~ and so must make sin offerings for himself as well as for the people. ~ 

~ One does not take this honor on his own initiative, but only when called ~ 
~ by God as Aaron was. Even Christ did not glorify himself with the office ~ 

- ~ of high priest; he received it from the One who said to him, "You are my ~ 
~ son; today I have begotten you"; just as he says in another place, "You ~ 

,.._ ~ are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek (Mel-kihz-eh- ~ 
~ dek) ." ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
- ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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+ + -' 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ MONDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ Philippians 2: 5-11 ~ _. 
~ Brethren: Your attitude must be that of Christ: Though he was in the ~ 
~ form of God, he did not deem equality with God something to be ~ 
~ grasped at. Rather, he emptied himself and took the form of a slave, ~ 
~ being born in the likeness of men. He was known to be of human estate, ~ 
~ and it was thus that he humbled himself, obediently accepting even ~ 
~ death, death on a cross! Because of this, God highly exalted him and ~ 
~ bestowed on him the name above every other name, so that at Jesus' ~ 
~ name every knee must bend in the heavens, on the earth, and under ~ 
~ the earth, and every tongue proclaim to the glory of God the Father: ~ 
~ JESUS CHRIST IS LORD! ~ __. 

~ TUESDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ i i ~ 
~ 1st Corinthians 1: 18-25 ~ 

~ Brethren: The message of the cross is complete absurdity to those ~ 
~ who are headed for ruin, but to us who are experiencing salvation it is ~ __. 
~ the power of God. Scripture says, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, ~ 
~ and thwart the cleverness of the clever." Where is the wise man to be ~ _. 
~ found? Where the scribe? Where is the master of worldly argument? ~ 
~ Has not God turned the wisdom of this world into folly? Since in God's ~ 
~ wisdom the world did not come to know him through "wisdom," it ~ ___. 
~ pleased God to save those who believe through the absurdity of the ~ 
~ preaching of the gospel. Yes, Jews demand "signs" and Greeks look ~ 
~ for "wisdom," but we preach Christ crucified-a stumbling block to Jews, ~ 
~ and an absurdity to Gentiles; but to those who are called, Jews and ~ 
~ Greeks alike, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For ~ -
~ God's folly is wiser than men, and his weakness more powerful than ~ 
~ men. ~ 
~ ~ -1 WEDNESDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT I 
~ Galatians 2: 16-20 ~ -

~ Brethren: Knowing that a man is not justified by legal observance ~ 
~ but by faith in Jesus Christ, we too have believed in him in order to be ~ ..___.. 
~ justified by faith in Christ, not by observance of the law; for by works of ~ 
~ the law no one will be justified. But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, ~ 
~ we are shown to be sinners, does that mean that Christ is encouraging ~ -
~ sin? Unthinkable! If, however, I were to build up the very things I had de- ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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••• ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ molished, I should then indeed be a transgressor. It was through the ~ 
r ~ law that I died to the law, to live for God. I have been crucified with ~ 
. ~ Christ, and the life I live now is not my own; Christ is living in me. I still ~ 

~ live my human life, but it is a life of faith in the Son of God, who loved ~ 
r---"' ~ me and gave himself for me. ~ 

~ ~ 
r--- ~ THURSDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ Galatians 5: 22 thru 6: 2 ~ 
~ Brethren: The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patient endurance, ~ 
~ kindness, generosity, faith, mildness and chastity. Against such there ~ 
~ is no law! Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified their flesh ~ 
~ with its passions and desires. Since we live by the spirit, let us follow ~ 
~ the spirit's lead. Let us never be boastful, or challenging, or jealous to- ~ 
~ ward one another. ~ 
~ Brethren, if someone is detected in sin, you who live by the spirit ~ 

__ ~ should gently set him right, each of you trying to avoid falling into temp- ~ 
~ tation himself. Help carry one another's burdens; in this way you will ~ 
~ fulfill the law of Christ. ~ 

r---"' ~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 
~ ~ r- ~ 2nd Timothy 3: 1 0-15 ~ 

~ Timothy, my son: You have followed closely my teaching and my ~ 
r- ~ conduct. You have observed my resolution, fidelity, patience, love, and ~ 

~ endurance, through persecutions and sufferings in Antioch (An-tee-ock) , ~ 
~ lconium (lh-ko-nih-uhm), and Lystra (Lis-tra). You know what persecutions I ~ 

r---"' ~ have had to bear, and you know how the Lord saved me from them all. ~ 
~ Anyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus can expect to be ~ 

,_ ~ persecuted. But all the while evil men and charlatans will go from bad ~ 
~ to worse, deceiving others, themselves deceived. You, for your part, ~ 
~ must remain faithful to what you have learned and believed because ~ 

,...._ ~ you know who your teachers were. Likewise, from your infancy you ~ 
~ have known the sacred Scritures, the source of the wisdom which ~ 
~ through faith in Jesus Christ leads to salvation. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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SATURDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

- Fourth All Souls Saturday -

For Saturday of Lent: Hebrews 6: 9-12 

Brethren: Even though we speak in this way, we are persuaded of 
better things in your regard, things pointing to your salvation. God is 
not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him 
by your service, past and present, to his holy people. Our desire is that 
each of you show the same zeal to the end, fully assured of that for 
which you hope. Do not grow lazy, but imitate those who, through faith 
and patience, are inheriting the promises. 

For All Souls: 1st Corinthians 15: 4 7-57 

Brethren: The first man was of earth, formed from dust, the second 
is from heaven. Earthly men are like the man of earth, heavenly men are 
like the man of heaven. Just as we resemble the man from earth, so 
shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. 

This is what I mean, brethren: flesh and blood cannot inherit the king
dom of God; no more can corruption inherit incorruption. Now I am 
goin'g to tell you a mystery. Not all of us shall fall asleep, but all of us 
are to be changed-in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye, at the sound 
of the last trumpet. The trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. This corruptible body must be 
clothed with incorruptibility, this mortal body with immortality. When the 
corruptible frame takes on incorruptibilty and the mortal immortality, 
then will the saying of Scripture be fulfilled: "Death is swallowed up in 
victory." "0 death, where is your victory? 0 death, where is your sting?" 
The sting of death is sin, and sin gets its power from the law. But thanks 
be to God who has given us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT 

- Sunday of St. John Climacus -

For Sunday of Lent: Hebrews 6: 13-20 

Brethren: When God made his promise to Abraham, he swore by 
himself, having no one greater to swear by, and said, "I will indeed bless 
you, and multiply you." And so, after patient waiting, Abraham obtained 
what God had promised. Men swear by someone greater than them
selves; an oath gives firmness to a promise and puts an end to all ar-
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gument. God, wishing to give the heirs of his promise even clearer ev
idence that his purpose would not change, guaranteed it by oath, so 
that, by two things that are unchangeable, in which he could not lie, we 
who have taken refuge in him might be strongly encouraged to seize 
the hope which is placed before us. Like a sure and firm anchor, that 
hope extends beyond the veil through which Jesus, our forerunner, has 
entered on our behalf, being made high priest forever according to the 
order of Melchizedek (Mel-kihz-eh-dek) • 

For commemoration of St. John Climacus: Ephesians 5: Sb-19 

Brethren: Live as children of light. Light produces every kind of good
ness and justice and truth. Be correct in your judgment of what pleases 
the Lord. Take no part in vain deeds done in darkness; rather, condemn 
them. It is shameful even to mention the things these people do in se
cret; but when such deeds are condemned they are seen in the light of 
day, and all that then appears is light. That is why we read: "Awake, 0 
sleeper, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light." 

Keep careful watch over your conduct. Do not act like fools, but like 
thoughtful men. Make the most of the present opportunity, for these are 
evil days. Do not continue in ignorance, but try to discern the will of the 
Lord. Avoid getting drunk on wine; that leads to debauchery (di-bock-eh

ree). Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and 
hymns and inspired songs. Sing praise to the Lord with all your hearts. 

MONDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

Romans 1 2: 1 -3 

Brethren, I beg you through the mercy of God to offer your bodies as 
a living sacrifice holy and acceptable to God, your spiritual worship. Do 
not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, so that you may judge what is God's will, what is good, 
pleasing and perfect. 

Thus, in virtue of the favor given to me, I warn each of you not to 
think more highly of himself than he ought. Let him estimate himself 
soberly, in keeping with the measure of faith that God has apportioned 
him. 
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....... 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ Ephesians 4: 14-16 ~ 
~ Brethren: Let us, then, be children no longer, tossed here and there, ~ 
~ carried about by every wind of doctrine that originates in human trick- ~ 
~ ery and ski II in proposi ng error. Rather, let us profess the truth in love ~ 
~ and grow to the full maturity of Christ the head. Through him the whole ~ 
~ body grows, and with the proper functioning of the members joined ~ __.. 
f§l firmly together by each supporting ligament, builds itself up in love. f§l 
~ ~ I WEDNESDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT 1--.j 
~ Ephesians 4: 17-25 ~ 
~ Brethren: I declare and solemnly attest in the Lord that you must no ~ __. 
~ longer live as the pagans do-their minds empty, their understanding ~ 
~ darkened. They are estranged from a life in God because of their igno- ~ 
~ ranee and their resistance; without remorse they have abandoned them- ~ 
~ selves to lust and the indulgence of every sort of lewd conduct. That is ~ 
~ ~ __. 
F.!l not what you learned when you learned Christ! I am supposing, of F.!l 

~ course, that he has been preached and taught to you in accord with the ~ 
~ truth that is in Jesus: namely, that you must lay aside your former way ~ _ 
~ of life and the old self which deteriorates through illusion and desire, ~ 
~ and acquire a fresh, spiritual way of thinking. You must put on that new ~ 
~ man created in God's image,- whose justice and holiness are born of ~ 
~ truth. See to it, then, that you put an end to lying; let everyone speak the ~ 
~ truth to his neighbor, for we are members of one another. ~ 
~ ~ I THURSDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT I 
~ Ephesians 4: 25-32 ~ 
~ Brethren: See to it, then, that you put an end to lying; let everyone I. 

· ~ speak the truth to his neighbor, for we are members of one another. If ~ 
~ you are angry, let it be without sin. The sun must not go down on your ~ 
~ wrath; do not give the devil a chance to work on you. The man who has ~ -.J 

~ been stealing must steal no longer; rather, let him work with his hands ~ 
~ at honest labor so that he will have something to share with those in ~ 
~ need. Never let evil talk pass your lips; say only the good things men ~ 
~ need to hear, things that will really help them. Do nothing to sadden the ~ 
~ Holy Spirit with whom you were sealed against the day of redemption. ~ ......... 
~ Get rid of all bitterness, all passion and anger, harsh words, slander, ~ 
~ and malice of every kind. In place of these, be kind to one another, com- ~ 

~ ~ -.J 
~ ~ 
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••• ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ passionate, and mutually forgiving, just as God has forgiven you in ~ 
r- ~ Christ. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

r- ~ 2nd Corinthians 5: 1 0-15 ~ 
~ Brethren: The lives of all of us are to be revealed before the tribunal ~ 

1 ~ of Christ so that each one may receive his recompense, good or bad, ~ 
~ according to his life in the body. ~ 
~ ~ I ~ Standing in awe of the Lord we try to persuade men, but what we are ~ 
~ is known to God. I hope that it is also known to you in your consciences. ~ 

r- ~ We shall not begin to recommend ourselves to you again, but we are ~ 
~ giving you an opportunity to boast about us so that you may have ~ 
~ something to say to those who take pride in external appearances, and ~ 

r- ~ not in what lies in the heart. Indeed, if we are ever caught up out of our- ~ 
· ~ selves, God is the reason; and when we are brought back to our senses, ~ 
_ ~ it is for your sakes. The love of Christ impels us who have reached the ~ 

~ conviction that since one died for all, all died. He died for all so that ~ 
~ those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who for ~ 

r- ~ their sakes died and was raised up. ~ 

~ ~ 
r- I SATURDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT I 
· ~ - Akathist Saturday In honor of the Most Holy Godbearer - ~ 

~ ~ 
,......., ~ For Saturday of Lent: Hebrews 9: 24-28 ~ 

~ Brethren: Christ did not enter into a sanctuary made by hands, a ~ 
r- ~ mere copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself that he might appear ~ 
l ~ before God now on our behalf. Not that he might offer himself there ~ 

~ again and again, as the high priest enters year after year into the sane- ~ 
~ tuary with blood that is not his own; if that were so, he would have had ~ 
~ to suffer death over and over from the creation of the world. But now he ~ 
~ has appeared at the end of the ages to take away sins once for all by ~ 
~ his sacrifice. Just as it is appointed that men die once, and after death ~ 
~ be judged, so Christ was offered up once to take away the sins of many; ~ 

r- ~ he will appear a second time not to take away sin but to bring salvation ~ 
~ to those who eagerly await him. ~ 

..---. ~ For Akathist Saturday: Hebrews 9: 1-7 ~ 

~ Brethren: The first covenant had regulations for worship and an ~ 
,...._ ~ earthly sanctuary. For a tabernacle was constructed, the outer one, in ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ which were the lampstand, the table, and the showbread; this was ~ 
~ called the holy place. Behind the second veil was the tabernacle called ~ 
~ the holy of holies, in which were the golden altar of incense and the ark ~ -.... 
~ of the covenant entirely covered with gold. In the ark were the golden ~ 
~ jar containing the manna, the rod of Aaron which had blossomed, and ~ -..l 

~ the tablets of the covenant. Above the ark were the cherubim of glory ~ 
~ overshadowing the place of expiation. We cannot speak now of each of ~ 
~ these in detail. These were the arrangements for worship. In perform- ~ -... 
~ ing their service the priests used to go into the outer tabernacle con- ~ 
~ stantly, but only the high priest went into the inner one, and that but ~ 
~ once a year, with the blood which he offered for himself and for the sins ~ 
~ of the people. ~ 
~ ~ __. 
~ FIFTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ - Commemoration of St. Mary of Egypt - ~ 
~ For Sunday of Lent: Hebrews 9: 11-14 ~ 
~ ~ \ ~ Brethren: When Christ came as high priest of the good things which ~ __. 
~ have come to be, he entered once for all into the sanctuary, passing ~ 
~ through the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made by hands, ~ 
~ that is, not belonging to this creation. He entered, not with the blood of ~ 
~ goats and calves, but with his own blood, and achieved eternal redemp- ~ 
~ tion. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the sprinkling of a heifer's ~ -.J 

~ ashes can sanctify those who are defiled so that their flesh is cleansed, ~ 
~ how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal spirit ~ 
~ offered himself up unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from ~ __. 
~ dead works to worship the living God! ~ 
~ For commemoration of St. Mary of Egypt: Galatians 3: 23 thru 4: 5 ~ 

~ Brethren: Before faith came we were under the constraint of the law, ~ 
~ locked in until the faith that was coming should be revealed. In other ~ __. 
~ words, the law was our monitor until Christ came to bring about our ~ 
~ justification through faith. But now that faith is here, we are no longer i 
i in the monitor's charge. Each one of you is a son of God because of i 
~ your faith in Christ Jesus. All of you who have been baptized into Christ ~ 
i have clothed yourselves with him. There does not exist among you Jew ~ 
i or Greek, slave or freeman, male or female. All are one in Christ Jesus. i 
i Furthermore, if you belong to Christ you are the descendants of Abra- i 
~ ham, which means you inherit all that was promised. ~ _,J 

~ Brethren: as long as a designated heir is not of age his condition is ~ 
~ ~ 
~ i 
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- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ no different from that of a slave, even though in name he is master of ~ 
~ all his possessions; for he is under the supervision of guardians and ~ 
~ administrators until the time set by his father. In the same way, while ~ 
~ we were not yet of age we were like slaves subordinated to the ele- ~ 
~ ments of the world; but when the designated time had come, God sent ~ 
~ forth his Son born of a woman, born under the law, to deliver from the ~ 
~ law those who were subjected to it, so that we might receive our sta- ~ 
~ tus as adopted sons. ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ Colossians 3: 12-16 ~ 
~ Brethren: Because you are God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, ~ 
~ clothe yourselves with heartfelt mercy, with kindness, humility, meek- ~ 

,......... ~ ness, and patience. Bear with one another; forgive whatever grievances ~ 
~ you have against one another. Forgive as the Lord has forgiven you. ~ 

,......... ~ Over all these virtues put on love, which binds the rest together and ~ 
~ makes them perfect. Christ's peace must reign in your hearts, since as ~ 
~ members of the one body you have been called to that peace. Dedi- ~ 
~ cate yourselves to thankfulness. Let the word of Christ, rich as it is, ~ 
~ dwell in you. In wisdom made perfect, instruct and admonish one an- ~ 

~ other. Sing gratefully to God from your hearts in psalms, hymns, and ~ 
r ~ inspired songs. ~ 

~ ~ r- 1 TUESDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT I 
~ 1st Thessalonians 5: 14-23 ~ 

- ~ Brethren: We exhort you to admonish the unruly; cheer the faint- ~ 
~ hearted; support the weak; be patient toward all. See that no one re- ~ 
~ turns evil to any other; always seek one another's good and, for that ~ 

.- ~ matter, the good of all. Rejoice always, never cease praying, render con- ~ 
~ stant thanks; such is God;s will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not stifle the ~ 

,......... ~ Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. Test everything; retain what is good. ~ 
~ Avoid any semblance of evil. ~ 

_ ~ May the God of peace make you perfect in holiness. May he pre- ~ 
~ serve you whole and entire, spirit, soul, and body, irreproachable at the ~ 
~ coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ WEDNESDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ Ephesians 4: 7-13 ~ ......J 

~ Brethren: Each of us has received God's favor in the measure in I 
I which Christ bestows it. Thus you find Scripture saying: "When he as- I 
I cended on high, he took a host of captives and gave gifts to men." "He I 
I ascended"-what does this mean but that he had first descended into ~ 
~ the lower regions of the earth? He who descended is the very one who ~ __. 
~ ascended high above the heavens, that he might fill all men with his ~ 
I gifts. 1 -.J 

1 It is he who gave apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teach- I 
~ ers in roles of service for the faithful to build up the body of Christ, till I 
I we become one in faith and in the knowledge of God's Son, and form I 
I that perfect man who is Christ come to full stature. I 
I ~ ~ I THURSDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT I 
I Galatians 4: 4-7 I 
~ Brethren: When the designated time had come, God sent forth his ~ __. 
~ Son born of a woman, born under the law, to deliver from the law those ~ 
1 who were subjected to it, so that we might receive our status as 1 
1 adopted sons. The proof that you are sons is the fact that God has sent 1 
~ forth into our hearts the spirit of his Son which cries out "Abba!" (Ah·bah) ~ 
I (" Father! ").You are no longer a slave but a son! And the fact that you I 
~ are a son makes you an heir, by God's design. I 
I ~ ~ I FRIDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT I 
I Ephesians 2: 4-1 0 I 
~ Brethren: God is rich in mercy; because of his great love for us he ~ 
~ brought us to life with Christ when we were dead in sin. By this favor you ~ -....i 

~ were saved. Both with and in Christ Jesus he raised us up and gave us ~ 
1 a place in the heavens, that in the ages to come he might display the 1 ----J 1 great wealth of his favor, manifested by his kindness to us in Christ 1 
1 Jesus. I repeat, it is owing to his favor that salvation is yours through 1 
I faith. This is not your own doing, it is God's gift; neither is it a reward for I 
I anything you have accomplished, so let no one pride himself on it. We I 
I are truly his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to lead the life of good ~ 
I deeds which God prepared for us in advance. I __. 
I I I I I I 
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~ SATURDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ Hebrews 12: 28 thru 13: 8 ~ 
~ Brethren: We who are receiving the unshakable kingdom should hold ~ 
~ fast to God's grace, through which we may offer worship acceptable to ~ 
~ him in reverence and awe. For our God is a consuming fire. ~ 
~ Love your fellow Christians always. Do not neglect to show hospital- ~ 
~ ity, for by that means some have entertained angels without knowing it. ~ 
~ Be as mindful of prisoners as if you were sharing their imprisonment, ~ 
~ and of the ill-treated as of yourselves, for you may yet suffer as they ~ 
~ do. Let marriage be honored in every way and the marriage bed be kept ~ 
~ undefiled, for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Do not love ~ 
~ money but be content with what you have, for God has said, "I will never ~ 
~ desert you, nor will I forsake you." Thus we may say with confidence: ~ 

r-- ~ "The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid; what can man do to me?" Re- ~ 
• ~ member your leaders who spoke the word of God to you; consider how ~ 

,.._ ~ their lives ended, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yes- ~ 
~ terday, today, and forever. ~ 
~ ~ 

r- ~ PALM SUNDAY ~ 
~ ~ 

.-- ~ Philippians 4: 4-9 ~ 
~ Brethren: Rejoice in the Lord always! I say it again. Rejoice! Every- ~ 
~ one should see how unselfish you are. The Lord is near. Dismiss all anx- ~ 

r ~ iety from your minds. Present your needs to God in every form of prayer ~ 
~ and in petitions full of gratitude. Then God's own peace, which is be- ~ 

,.._ ~ yond all understanding, will stand guard over your hearts and minds, in ~ 
~ Christ Jesus. ~ 

~ Finally, my brethren, your thoughts should be wholly directed to all ~ 
~ that is true, all that deserves respect, all that is honest, pure, admirable, ~ 
~ decent, virtuous, or worthy of praise. Live according to what you have ~ 
~ learned and accepted, what you have heard me say and seen me do. ~ 
~ Then will the God of peace be with you. ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ MONDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK ~ 
~ ~ 
~ NOTE: The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is prescribed for ~ 

r ~ this day at which there is no reading of an epistle. If, however, the Di- ~ 
L ~ vine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is celebrated, the reading for ~ 
,.......... ~ the Saint of the day or the following reading is suggested: ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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Acts 1 0: 34-43 

In those days, Peter proceeded to address [the friends and family of 
Cornelius] in these words: "I begin to see how true it is that God shows 
no partiality. Rather, the man of any nation who fears God and acts up
rightly is acceptable to him. This is the message he has sent to the sons 
of Israel, the good news of peace proclaimed through Jesus Christ who 
is Lord of all. I take it you know what has been reported all over Judea 
about Jesus of Nazareth, beginning in Galilee with the baptism John 
preached; of the way God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and power. 
He went about doing good works and healing all who were in the grip 
of the devil, and God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did 
in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him, finally, hang
ing him on a tree, only to have God raise him up on the third day and 
grant that he be seen, not by all, but only by such witnesses as had 
been chosen beforehand by God-by us who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. He commissioned us to preach to the peo
ple and to bear witness that he is the one set apart by God as judge of 
the living and the dead. To him all the prophets testify, saying that every
one who believes in him has forgiveness of sins through his name." 

TUESDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK 

NOTE: The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is prescribed for 
this day at which there is no reading of an epistle. If, however, the Di
vine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is celebrated, the reading for 
the Saint of the day or the following reading is suggested: 

Ephesians 1 : 1 -9 

Paul, by the will of God an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the holy ones 
[at Ephesus (Et-eh-sus)], believers in Christ Jesus. Grace and peace to you 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
bestowed on us in Christ every spiritual blessing in the heavens! God 
chose us in him before the world began, to be holy and blameless in his 
sight, to be full of love; he likewise predestined us through Christ Jesus 
to be his adopted sons - such was his will and pleasure - that all 
might praise the glorious favor he has bestowed on us in his beloved. 

It is in Christ and through his blood that we have been redeemed 
and our sins forgiven, so immeasurably generous is God's favor to us. 
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r- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ God has given us the wisdom to understand fully the mystery, the plan ~ 

r- ~ he was pleased to decree in Christ. ~ 

~ ~ 
r- ~ WEDNESDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK ~ 

~ ~ ~ NOTE: The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is prescribed for ~ 

r- ~ this day at which there is no reading of an epistle. If, however, the Di- ~ 
~ vine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is celebrated, the reading for ~ 

~ the the Saint of the day or the following reading is suggested: ~ 

r- ~ 1st Corinthians 2: 6-9 ~ 
• ~ Brethren: There is, to be sure, a certain wisdom which we express ~ 
....-- ~ among the spiritually mature. It is not a wisdom of this age, however, nor ~ 

~ of the rulers of this age, who are men headed for destruction. No, what ~ 
,....-. ~ we utter is God's wisdom: a mysterious, a hidden wisdom. God planned ~ 

~ it before all ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age knew the ~ 
· ~ mystery; if they had known it, they would never have crucified the Lord ~ 

......--. ~ of glory. Of this wisdom it is written: "Eye has not seen, ear has not ~ 
~ heard, nor has it so much as dawned on man what God has prepared ~ 
~ for those who love him." ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK ~ 

-- ~ ~ ~ Old Testament Readings for Great Thursday are on pages 290-291 ~ 

~ At Vespers and St. Basil's Liturgy: 1st Corinthians 11 : 23-32 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: I received from the Lord what I handed on to you, namely, ~ 

_ ~ that the Lord Jesus on the night in which he was betrayed took bread, ~ 
· ~ and after he had given thanks, broke it and said, "This is my body, which ~ 

~ is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after the ~ 
_ ~ supper, he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my ~ 

~ blood. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." Every ~ 
~ time, then, you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the death ~ 

- ~ of the Lord until he comes! This means that whoever eats the bread or ~ 
~ drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily sins against the body and blood ~ 

- ~ of the Lord. A man should examine himself first; only then should he ~ 
~ eat of the bread and drink of the cup. He who eats and drinks without ~ 
~ recognizing the body eats and drinks a judgment on himself. That is ~ 

......--. ~ why many among you are sick and infirm, and why so many are dying. ~ 
~ If we were to examine ourselves, we would not be falling under judg- ~ 

- ~ ment in this way; but since it is the Lord who judges us, he chastens us ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ to keep us from being condemned with the rest of the world. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ FRIDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK ~ 
~ ~ ~ Old Testament Readings for Great Friday are on pages 291-294 ~ 

~ Great Friday - First Hour: Galatians 6: 14-18 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: May I never boast of anything but the cross of our Lord ~ 
~ Jesus Christ! Through it, the world has been crucified to me and I to ~ __. 
~ the world. It means nothing whether one is circumcised or not. All that ~ 
~ matters is that one is created anew. Peace and mercy on all who follow ~ 
~ this rule of life, and on the Israel of God. Henceforth, let no man trou- ~ 
~ ble me, for I bear the brand marks of Jesus in my body. Brethren, may ~ 
~ the favor of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. ~ 
~ Great Friday - Third Hour: Romans 5: 6-11 ~ 
~ Brethren: At the appointed time, when we were still powerless, Christ ~ 
~ died for us godless men. It is rare that anyone should lay down his life ~ 
~ for a just man, though it is barely possible that for a good man some- ~ ....._.... 
~ one may have the courage to die. It is precisely in this that God proves ~ 
~ his love for us: that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Now ~ 
~ that we have been justified by his blood, it is all the more certain that ~ 
~ we shall be saved by him from God's wrath. For if, when we were God's ~ 
~ enemies, we were reconciled to him by the death of his Son, it is all the ~ __, 
~ more certain that we who have been reconciled will be saved by his life. ~ 
~ Not only that; we go so far as to make God our boast through our Lord ~ 
~ Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. ~ -

~ Great Friday - Sixth Hour: Hebrews 2: 11-18 ~ 
~ Brethren: He who consecrates and those who are consecrated have ~ 
~ one and the same Father. Therefore he is not ashamed to call them ~ 
~ brothers, saying, "I will announce your name to my brothers, I will sing ~ ___. 
~ your praise in the midst of the assembly"; and [he says], "I will put my ~ 
~ trust in him"; and again, "Here am I, and the children God has given ~ 
~ me!" Now, since the children are men of blood and flesh, Jesus like- ~ i wise had a full share in ours, that by his death he might rob the devil, i 
@ the prince of death, of his power, and free those who through fear of @ 

~ ~ -r.!l death had been slaves their whole life long. Surely he did not come to r.!l 

~ help angels, but rather the children of Abraham; therefore he had to be- ~ 
~ come like his brothers in every way, that he might be a merciful and ~ 
~ faithful high priest before God on their behalf, to expiate the sins of the ~ --

~ ~ -
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ people. Since he was himself tested through what he suffered, he is ~ 
,...-- ~ able to help hose who are tempted. ~ i Great Friday - Ninth Hour: Hebrews 1 0: 19-31 i 
- ~ Brethren, since the blood of Jesus assures our entrance into the ~ i sanctuary by the new and living path he has opened up for us through ~ 
_ ~ the veil (the "veil" meaning his flesh), and since we have a great priest ~ 

~ who is over the house of God, let us draw near in utter sincerity and ~ 
~ absolute confidence, our hearts sprinkled clean from the evil which lay ~ 

,....._ ~ on our conscience and our bodies washed in pure water. Let us hold ~ 
~ unswervingly to our profession which gives us hope, for he who made ~ 
@! the promise deserves our trust. We must consider how to rouse each @! 

,...-- ~ ~ ~ other to love and good deeds. We should not absent ourselves from ~ 
~ the assembly, as some do, but encourage one another; and this all the ~ 

_ ~ more because you see that the Day draws near. ~ 

~ If we sin willfully after receiving the truth, there remains for us no fur- ~ 
........... ~ ther sacrifice for sin-only a fearful expectation of judgment and a flam- ~ 

~ ing fire to consume the adversaries of God. Anyone who rejects the law ~ 
~ of Moses is put to death without mercy on the testimony of two or three ~ 

r- ~ witnesses. Do you not suppose that a much worse punishment is due ~ 
~ the man who disdains the Son of God, thinks the covenant-blood by ~ 
~ which he was sanctified to be ordinary, and insults the Spirit of grace? ~ 
~ We know who said, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay," and [who says], ~ 
~ "The Lord will judge his people." It is a fearful thing to fall into the ~ 
~ hands of the living God. ~ 
~ Great Friday - Vespers: 1st Corinthians 1 : 18 thru 2: 2 ~ 

..--. ~ Brethren: The message of the cross is complete absurdity to those ~ 
~ who are headed for ruin, but to us who are experiencing salvation it is ~ 
~ the power of God. Scripture says, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, ~ 

r ~ and thwart the cleverness of the clever." Where is the wise man to be ~ 
~ found? Where the scribe? Where is the master of worldly argument? ~ 

,...-- ~ Has not God turned the wisdom of this world into folly? Since in God's ~ 
~ wisdom the world did not come to know him through "wisdom," it ~ 
@I pleased God to save those who believe through the absurdity of the @! 

- ~ ~ ~ preaching of the gospel. Yes, Jews demand "signs" and Greeks look ~ 
~ for "wisdom," but we preach Christ crucified-a stumbling block to ~ 

- ~ Jews, and an absurdity to Gentiles; but to those who are called, Jews ~ 
~ and Greeks alike, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For ~ 
@I God's folly is wiser than men, and his weakness more powerful than @I 

,...-- ~ ~ ~ men. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ · 
~ ~ -~ Brethren, you are among those called. Consider your situation. Not ~ 
~ many of you are wise, as men account wisdom; not many are influen- ~ 
~ tial; and surely not many are well-born. God chose those whom the ~ ___.. 
~ world considers absurd to shame the wise; he singled out the weak of ~ 
~ this world to shame the strong. He chose the world's lowborn and de- ~ ..._J 

~ spised, those who count for nothing, to reduce to nothing those who ~ 
~ were something; so that mankind can do no boasting before God. God ~ 
~ it is who has given you life in Christ Jesus. He has made him our wis- ~ 
~ dom and also our justice, our sanctification, and our redemption. This ~ 
~ is just as you find it written, "Let him who would boast, boast in the ~ 
~ Lord." As for myself, brethren, when I came to you I did not come pro- ~ 

~ claiming God's testimony with any particular eloquence or "wisdom." ~ 
~ No, I determined that while I was with you I would speak of nothing but ~ 
~ Jesus Christ and him crucified. ~ 
~ ~ I SATURDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK I 
~ Old Testament Readings for Great Saturday are on pages 294-301 ~ ___. 

~ Great Saturday - Matins: 1st Corinthians 5: 6b-8 ~ 
~ and Galatians 3: 13-14 ~ __, 

~ Brethren: Do you not know that a little yeast has its effect all through ~ 
~ the dough? Get rid of the old yeast to make of yourselves fresh dough, ~ 
~ unleavened loaves, as it were; Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. ~ 
~ Let us celebrate the feast not with the old yeast, that of corruption and ~ 
~ wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. ~ 

~ •Christ has delivered us from the power of the law's curse by him- ~ 
~ self becoming a curse for us, as it is written: "Accursed is anyone who ~ 
~ is hanged on a tree. " This has happened so that through Christ Jesus ~ 
~ the blessing bestowed on Abraham might descend on the Gentiles in ~ 
~ Christ Jesus, thereby making it possible for us to receive the promised ~ 
~ Spirit through faith. ~ 

~ Great Saturday -Vespers and St. Basil's Liturgy: Romans 6: 3b-11 ~ __, 

~ Brethren: We who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized ~ 
~ into his death. Through baptism into his death we were buried with him, ~ 
~ so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Fa- ~ 
@! ther, we too might live a new life. If we have been united with him @! 

~ ~ . 
r.!l through likeness to his death, so shall we be through a like resurrection. r.!l -

~ This we know: our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body ~ 
~ ~ __, 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ might be destroyed and we might be slaves to sin no longer. A man who ~ 
~ is dead has been freed from sin. If we have died with Christ, we believe ~ 
~ that we are also to live with him. We know that Christ, once raised from ~ 
~ the dead, will never die again; death has no more power over him. His ~ 

.... ; death was death to sin, once for all; his life is life for God. In the same ; 
~ way, you must consider yourselves dead to sin but alive for God in ~ 

r--"' ~ Christ Jesus. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

I"" ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ I THE EPISTLES FOR FIXED FEASTS I 
~ ~ 
~ AND FOR ~ ~ 
~ ~ I CERTAIN SAINTS I ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ SEPTEMBER 1 ~ 
~ The Indiction ~ 
~ (The Beginning of the Liturgical Year) ~ ..__ 
~ AND ~ 
~ Commemoration of St. Simeon the Styllte ~ 
~ For the Indiction: 1st Timothy 2: 1-7 ~ ._.... 
~ Timothy, my son: First of all, I urge that petitions, prayers, interces- ~ ~ 
~ sions, and thanksgiving be offered for all men, especially for kings and ~ 
~ those in authority, that we may be able to lead undisturbed and tranQuil ~ 
~ lives in perfect piety and dignity. Prayer of this kind is good, and God ~ ___. 
~ our Savior is pleased with it, for he wants all men to be saved and come ~ 
~ to know the truth. And the truth is this: "God is one. One also is the me- ~ 
~ diator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself ~ ----
~ as a ransom for all." This truth was attested at the fitting time. I have ~ 
~ been made its herald and apostle (believe me, I am not lying but speak ~ __. 
~ the truth), the teacher of the nations in the true faith. ~ 

~ For St. Simeon: Colossians 3: 12-16 ~ 
~ Brethren: Because you are God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, ~ .....-
~ clothe yourselves with heartfelt mercy, with kindness, humility, meek- ~ 
~ ness, and patience. Bear with one another; forgive whatever grievances ~ .._.. 
~ you have against one another. Forgive as the Lord has forgiven you. ~ 
~ Over all these virtues put on love, which binds the rest together and ~ 
~ makes them perfect. Christ's peace must reign in your hearts, since as ~ -.... 
~ members of the one body you have been called to that peace. Dedi- ~ 
~ cate yourselves to thankfulness. Let the word of Christ, rich as it is, ~ ............ 
~ dwell in you. In wisdom made perfect, instruct and admonish one an- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ I 
~ other. Sing gratefully to God from your hearts in psalms, hymns, and ~ 

I' ~ inspired songs. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SEPTEMBER 6 ~ 

r I The Archangel Michael I 
~ Hebrews 2: 2-1 0 ~ 
~ Brethren: If the word spoken through angels stood unchanged, and ~ 
~ all transgression and disobedience received its due punishment, how ~ 

~ ~ ~ • F.!! shall we escape if we ignore a salvation as great as ours? Announced F.!! 

~ first by the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who had heard him. ~ 
~ God then gave witness to it by signs, miracles, varied acts of power, ~ 
~ and distribution of the gifts of the Holy Spirit as he willed. ~ 

~ For he did not make the world to come-that world of which we ~ 
~ speak-subject to angels. Somewhere this is testified to, in the pas- ~ 
~ sage that says: "What is man that you should be mindful of him, or the ~ 
~ son of man that you should care for him? You made him for a little while ~ 
~ a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honor, ~ 
~ and put all things under his feet." In subjecting all things to him, God left ~ 

r- ~ nothing unsubjected. At present we do not see all things thus subject, ~ 
~ but we do see Jesus crowned with glory and honor because he suf- ~ 

- ~ ~ I F.!! fered death: Jesus, who was made for a little while lower than the an- F.!! 

~ gels, that through God's gracious will he might taste death for the sake ~ 
~ of all men. Indeed, it was fitting that when bringing many sons to glory ~ 

~ God, for whom and through Whom all things exist, should make their ~ 

~ leader in the work of salvation perfect through suffering. ~ 

I' ~ ~ 
~ SATURDAY BEFORE THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
I ~ 1st Corinthians 2: 6-9 ~ 

~ Brethren: There is, to be sure, a certain wisdom which we express ~ 
,-- ~ among the spiritually mature. It is not a wisdom of this age, however, nor ~ 

~ of the rulers of this age, who are men headed for destruction. No, what ~ 
,-- ~ we utter is God's wisdom: a mysterious, a hidden wisdom. God planned ~ 

~ it before all ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age knew the ~ 
~ mystery; if they had known it, they would never have crucified the Lord ~ 

,-- ~ of glory. Of this wisdom it is written: "Eye has not seen, ear has not ~ 
~ heard, nor has it so much as dawned on man what God has prepared ~ 
~ for those who love him." ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ SUNDAY BEFORE THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS ~ 

~ Galatians 6: 11-18 ~ 
~ Brethren: See, I write to you in my own large handwriting! Those who ~ 
~ are trying to force you to be circumcised are making a play for human ~ -.J 

~ approval-with an eye to escaping persecution for the cross of Christ. ~ 
~ The very ones who accept circumcision do not follow the law them- ml 
~ selves. They want you to be circumcised only that they may boast about ~ 
~ your bodily observance. ~ 

~ May I never boast of anything but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ! ~ 
~ Through it, the world has been crucified to me and I to the world. It ~ 
~ means nothing whether one is circumcised or not. All that matters is ~ 
~ that one is created anew. Peace and mercy on all who follow this rule ~ 
~ of life, and on the Israel of God. ~ 

~ Henceforth, let no man trouble me, for I bear the brand marks of ~ 
~ Jesus in my body. Brethren, may the favor of our Lord Jesus Christ be ~ 
~ with your spirit. Amen. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SEPTEMBER 8 ~ 
~ The Nativity of our Most Holy lady, ~ 
~ the Mother of God and Ever-virgin Mary ~ 

~ Philippians 2: 5-11 ~ 
~ Brethren: Your attitude must be that of Christ: Though he was in the ~ 
~ form of God, he did not deem equality with God something to be ~ -.J 

ml grasped at. Rather, he emptied himself and took the form of a slave, ml 
~ being born in the likeness of men. He was known to be of human estate, ~ 
~ and it was thus that he humbled himself, obediently accepting even ~ 
l§l death, death on a cross! Because of this, God highly exalted him and l§l 
~ bestowed on him the name above every other name, so that at Jesus' ~ 
~ name every knee must bend in the heavens, on the earth, and under ~ --.J 

~ the earth, and every tongue proclaim to the glory of God the Father: ~ 
~ JESUS CHRIST IS LORD! ~ 

I SEPTEMBER 13 I 
~ Dedication of the Church of the Resurrection ~ 

~ Hebrews 3: 1 -4 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Holy brethren who share a heavenly calling, fix your eyes on Jesus, ~ 
l§l the apostle and high priest whom we acknowledge in faith, who was (i!J 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ faithful to him who appointed him. Moses, too, "was faithful in all God's ~ 
r--" ~ household," but Jesus is more worthy of honor than he, as the founder ~ 

~ of a house is more honorable than the house itself. Every house is ~ 
~ founded by someone, but God is the founder of all. ~ 

r--" ~ ~ 
~ SEPTEMBER 14 ~ 

r ~ The Exaltation of the Honorable and Life-giving Cross ~ 
~ ~ ~ 1st Corinthians 1 : 18-24 ~ 

r--" ~ Brethren: The message of the cross is complete absurdity to those ~ 
~ who are headed for ruin, but to us who are experiencing salvation it is ~ 

r--" ~ the power of God. Scripture says, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, ~ 
~ and thwart the cleverness of the clever. " Where is the wise man to be ~ 
~ found? Where the scribe? Where is the master of worldly argument? ~ 

l ~ Has not God turned the wisdom of this world into folly? Since in God's ~ 
~ wisdom the world did not come to know him through "wisdom," it ~ 

~ ~ pleased God to save those who believe through the absurdity of the ~ 
~ preaching of the gospel. Yes, Jews demand "signs" and Greeks look ~ 
~ for "wisdom," but we preach Christ crucified-a stumbling block to Jews, ~ 
~ and an absurdity to Gentiles; but to those who are called, Jews and ~ 
~ Greeks like, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. ~ 
~ ~ I SATURDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS I 
~ 1st Corinthians 1 : 26-29 ~ I Brethren, you are among those called. Consider your situation. Not I 

,.......... ~ many of you are wise, as men account wisdom; not many are influen- ~ 
' ~ tial; and surely not many are well-born. God chose those whom the ~ 

~ world considers absurd to shame the wise; he singled out the weak of ~ 

1 ~ this world to shame the strong. He chose the world's lowborn and de- ~ 
~ spised, those who count for nothing, to reduce to nothing those who ~ 
~ were something; so that mankind can do no boasting before God. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Galatians 2: 16-20 ~ 
~ Brethren: Knowing that a man is not justified by legal observance ~ 

-- ~ but by faith in Jesus Christ, we too have believed in him in order to be ~ 
~ justified by faith in Christ, not by observance of the law; for by works of ~ 

_........ ~ the law no one will be justified. But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ we are shown to be sinners, does that mean that Christ is encouraging ~ 
~ sin? Unthinkable! If, however, I were to build up the very things I had de- ~ 
~ molished, I should then indeed be a transgressor. It was through the ~ 
~ law that I died to the law, to live for God. I have been crucified with ~ 
~ Christ, and the life I live now is not my own; Christ is living in me. I still ~ 
~ live my human life, but it is a life of faith in the Son of God, who loved ~ 
~ me and gave himself for me. ~ 
~ ~ -
~ SEPTEMBER 23 ~ 
~ The Conception of the Prophet and Forerunner, ~ ~ 
~ John the Baptist ~ 
~ ~ ~ Galatians 4: 22-31 ~ -
~ Brethren: Abraham had two sons, one by the slave girl, the other by ~ 
~ his freeborn wife. The son of the slave girl had been begotten in the ~ 
~ course of nature, but the son of the free woman was the fruit of the ~ 
~ promise. All this is an allegory: the two women stand for the two ~ 
~ covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, and brought forth children to slav- ~ ....,_J 

~ ery: this is Hagar (Hay-gar) • The mountain Sinai [Hagar] is in Arabia and ~ 
~ corresponds to the Jerusalem of our time, which is likewise in slavery ~ -....~ 
~ with her children. But the Jerusalem on high is freeborn, and it is she ~ 
~ who is our mother. That is why Scripture says: "Rejoice, you barren one ~ 
~ who bear no children; break into song, you stranger to the pains of ~ 
~ childbirth! For many are the children of the wife deserted-far more than ~ 
~ of her who has a husband!" You, my brethren, are children of the prom- ~ 
~ ise, as Isaac was. But just as in those days the son born in nature's ~ 
~ course persecuted the one whose birth was in the realm of spirit, so do ~ 
~ we find it now. What does Scripture say on the point? "cast out slave ~ 
~ girl and son together; for the slave girl 's son shall never be an heir on ~ 
~ equal terms with the son" of the one born free. Therefore, my brethren, ~ 
~ we are not children of a slave girl but of a mother who is free. ~ 

~ ~ ~ SEPTEMBER 26 ~ ---.J 

~ The Death of St. John, ~ 
~ Apostle, Evangelist, and Theologian ~ 
~ ~ ~ 1st John 4: 12-19 ~ 
~ Dearly beloved: No one has ever seen God. Yet if we love one an- ~ -J 

~ other God dwells in us, and his love is brought to perfection in us. The ~ 
~ way we know we remain in him and he in us is that he has given us his ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ Spirit. We have seen for ourselves, and can testify, that the Father has ~ 

,._ ~ sent the Son as savior of the world. When anyone acknowledges that ~ 
~ Jesus is the Son of God, God dwells in hi m and he in God. We have ~ 
~ come to know and to believe in the love God has for us. God is love, and ~ 

,_ ~ he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. Our love is ~ 
~ brought to perfection in this, that we should have confidence on the ~ 

r- ~ day of judgment; for our relation to this world is just like his. Love has ~ 
~ no room for fear; rather, perfect love casts out all fear. And since fear ~ 
~ has to do with punishment, love is not yet perfect in one who is afraid. ~ 

r- ~ We, for our part, love because he first loved us. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SEPTEMBER 28 ~ 
~ St. Chariton, Confessor and Martyr ~ 

.-- ~ 2nd Corinthians 4: 6-15 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for the 15th Sunday after Pentecost on page 94 ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ OCTOBER1 ~ 
~ The Protection of our Most Holy Lady, ~ 

r- ~ the Mother of God and Ever-virgin Mary ~ 
~ ~ 
@! Hebrews 9: 1 -7 @! 

~ ~ ~ ~ Brethren: The first covenant had regulations for worship and an ~ 
~ earthly sanctuary. For a tabernacle was constructed, the outer one, in ~ 

r- ~ which were the lampstand, the table, and the showbread; this was ~ 
~ called the holy place. Behind the second veil was the tabernacle called ~ 

r- ~ the holy of holies, in which were the golden altar of incense and the ark ~ 
~ of the covenant entirely covered with gold. In the ark were the golden ~ 
~ jar containing the manna, the rod of Aaron which had blossomed, and ~ 

,-- ~ the tablets of the covenant. Above the ark were the cherubim of glory ~ 
~ overshadowing the place of expiation. We cannot speak now of each of ~ 
~ these in detail. These were the arrangements for worship. In perform- ~ 

r- ~ ing their service the priests used to go into the outer tabernacle con- ~ 
~ stantly, but only the high priest went into the inner one, and that but ~ 

._ ~ once a year, with the blood which he offered for himself and for the sins ~ 
~ of the people. ~ 

~ ~ 
r- ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
r ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
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~ OCTOBER 6 ~ 
~ St. Thomas, Apostle ~ 
~ ~ ~ 1st Corinthians 4: 9-16 ~ 

~ Brethren: As I see it, God has put us apostles at the end of the line, ~ ......J 
~ like men doomed to die in the arena. We have become a spectacle to ~ 
~ the universe, to angels and men alike. We are fools on Christ's account. ~ ~ 
~ Ah, but in Christ you are wise! We are the weak ones, you the strong! ~ 
~ They honor you, while they sneer at us! Up to this very hour we go hun- ~ 
~ gry and thirsty, poorly clad, roughly treated, wandering about home- ~ -..~ 
~ less. We work hard at manual labor. When we are insulted we respond ~ 
~ with a blessing. Persecution comes our way; we bear it patiently. We are ~ 
~ slandered, and we try conciliation. We have become the world's refuse, ~ ~ 
~ the scum of all; that is the present state of affairs. ~ 

~ I am writing you in this way not to shame you but to admonish you ~ --l 
~ as my beloved children. Granted you have ten thousand guardians in ~ 
~ Christ, you have only one father. It was I who begot you in Christ Jesus ~ 
~ through my preaching of the gospel. I beg you, then, be imitators of me. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ OCTOBER 9 ~ -.J 

~ St. James, Apostle and the Son of Alphaeus ~ 
~ ~ ~ 1st Corinthians 4: 9-16 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for October 6th above ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SUNDAY BETWEEN OCTOBER 11 - 17 ~ 
~ Sunday of the Holy Father ~ 
~ of the 7th Ecumenical Council at Nicea in 787 A.D. ~ 

~ Hebrews 13:7-16 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to ~ 
~ you; consider how their lives ended, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ ~ 
~ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. ~ -..... 

~ Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teaching. It is good to ~ 
~ have our hearts strengthened by the grace of God and not by foods ~ 
~ which are useless to those who take them as a standard for living. We ~ -
~ have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right ~ 
~ to eat. The bodies of the animals whose blood is brought into the sane- ~ 
~ tuary by the high priest as a sin offering are burned outside the camp. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ Therefore Jesus died outside the gate, to sanctify the people by his own ~ 
~ blood. Let us go to him outside the camp, bearing the insult which he ~ 
~ bore. For here we have no lasting city; we are seeking one which is to ~ 

...- ~ come. Through him let us continually offer God a sacrifice of praise, ~ 
~ that is, the fruit of lips which acknowledge his name. Do not neglect ~ 
~ good deeds and generosity; God is pleased by sacrifices of that kind. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ OCTOBER18 ~ 
~ St. Luke, Apostle and Evangelist ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ Colossians 4: 5-9; 14-15, and 18 ~ 
~ Brethren: Be prudent in dealing with outsiders; make the most of ~ 
~ every opportunity. Let your speech be always gracious and in good ~ 
~ taste, and strive to respond properly to all who address you. ~ 

~ Tychicus (Tik-a-kus) , our dear brother, our faithful minister and fellow ~ 
~ slave in the Lord, will give you all the news about me. I am sending him ~ 

- ~ to you for this purpose, and to comfort your hearts. With him is Onesi- ~ 
~ mus (Oh-nes-ih-mus) , our dear and faithful brother, who is one of you. They ~ 
~ will tell you all that has happened here. ~ 
~ •Luke, our dear physician, sends you greetings. So does Demas. ~ 
@! Give our best wishes to the brethren at Laodicea and to Nymphas and @! 

- ~ ~ , ~ the assembly that meets at his house. ~ 

~ •This greeting is from Paul-in my own hand! Remember my chains. ~ 

- ~ Grace be with you. ~ 

~ ~ 
r- ~ OCTOBER 23 ~ 

~ St. James the Less, Apostle and Brother of the Lord ~ 

~ ~ r- ~ Galatians 1 : 11-19 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for the 20th Sunday after Pentecost on page 110 ~ 

~ ~ 
r-- ~ OCTOBER 26 ~ 

~ The Great Martyr St. Demetrius, ~ 
,._ ~ Myroblyte and Wonder-worker ~ 

~ 2nd Timothy 2: 1-10 ~ 
r---- ~ Timothy, my son: You must be strong in the grace which is ours in ~ 

~ Christ Jesus. The things which you have heard from me through many ~ 
_ ~ witnesses you must hand on to trustworthy men who will be able to ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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teach others. Bear hardship along with me as a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus. No soldier becomes entangled in the affairs of civilian life; he 
avoids this in order to please his commanding officer. Similarly, if one 
takes part in an athletic contest, he cannot receive the winner's crown 
unless he has kept the rules. The hardworking farmer is the one who 
should have the first share of the crop. Reflect on what I am saying, for 
the Lord will make my meaning fully clear. 

Remember that Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, was raised 
from the dead. This is the gospel I preach; in preaching it I suffer as a 
criminal, even to the point of being thrown into chains-but there is no 
chaining the word of God! Therefore I bear with all of this for the sake 
of those whom God has chosen, in order that they may obtain the sal
vation to be found in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory. 

OCTOBER 28 
St. Parasceva, Martyr 

2nd Corinthians 6: 1-1 0 
Read the Epistle for the 16th Sunday after Pentecost on page 97 

NOVEMBER 8 
The Archangel Michael and the other Heavenly Powers 

Hebrews 2: 2-1 0 

Brethren: If the word spoken through angels stood unchanged, and 
all transgression and disobedience received its due punishment, how 
shall we escape if we ignore a salvation as great as ours? Announced 
first by the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who had heard him. 
God then gave witness to it by signs, miracles, varied acts of power, 
and distribution of the gifts of the Holy Spirit as he willed . 

For he did not make the world to come-that world of which we 
speak-subject to angels. Somewhere this is testified to, in the pas
sage that says: "What is man that you should be mindful of him, or the 
son of man that you should care for him? You made him for a little while 
a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honor, 
and put all things under his feet." In subjecting all things to him, God left 
nothing unsubjected. At present we do not see all things thus subject, 
but we do see Jesus crowned with glory and honor because he suf
fered death: Jesus, who was made for a little while lower than the an-
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~ ~ ~ gels, that through God's gracious will he might taste death for the sake ~ 
~ of all men. Indeed, it was fitting that when bringing many sons to glory ~ 
~ God, for whom and through whom all things exist, should make their ~ 
~ leader in the work of salvation perfect through suffering. ~ 

~ NOVEMBER12 ~ 
r ~ ~ L ~ The Holy Martyr Josaphat, Archbishop of Polotsk ~ 

~ Hebrews 4: 14 thru 5: 1 0 ~ 
m Brethren: Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed m 
!§! through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our pro- !§! 
~ fession of faith. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sym- ~ 
~ pathize with our weakness, but one who was tempted in every way that ~ 
~ we are, yet never sinned. So let us confidently approach the throne of ~ 
~ grace to receive mercy and favor and to find help in time of need. ~ 

~ Every high priest is taken from among men and made their repre- ~ 
....--.. m sentative before God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to m 

~ deal patiently with erring sinners, for he himself is beset by weakness ~ 
!§! and so must make sin offerings for himself as well as for the people. !§! 

r- ~ One does not take this honor on his own initiative, but only when called ~ 
~ by God as Aaron was. Even Christ did not glorify himself with the office ~ 

r ~ of high priest; he received it from the One who said to him, "You are my ~ 
~ son; today I have begotten you"; just as he says in another place, "You ~ 
~ are a priest forever, according to the order of Mechizedek. ~ 
~ In the days when he was in the flesh, he offered prayers and suppli- ~ ' @ @ 

....--. ~ cations with loud cries and tears to God, who was able to save him from ~ 
~ death, and he was heard because of his reverence. Son though he was, ~ 
!§! he learned obedience from what he suffered; and when perfected, he !§! 
~ became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, designated ~ 
~ by God as high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ NOVEMBER13 ~ 
~ St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ Hebrews 7: 26 thru 8: 2 ~ 

~ Brethren: It was fitting that we should have such a high priest [as ~ 
,...--.., ~ Jesus]: holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, higher than ~ 

~ the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sac- ~ 
- ~ rifice day after day, first for his own sins and then for those of the peo- ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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pie; he did that once for all when he offered himself. For the law sets up 
as high priests men who are weak, but the word of the oath which came 
after the law appoints as priest the Son, made perfect forever. 

The main point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high 
priest, who has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in heaven, minister of the sanctuary and of that true taberna
cle set up, not by man, but by the Lord. 

1st Corinthians 4: 9-16 

NOVEMBER 14 
St. Philip, Apostle 

Brethren: As I see it, God has put us apostles at the end of the line, 
like men doomed kto die in the arena. We have become a spectacle to 
the universe, to angels and men alike. We are fools on Christ's account. 
Ah, but in Christ you are wise! We are the weak ones, you the strong! 
They honor you, while they sneer at us! Up to this very hour we go hun
gry and thirsty, poorly clad, roughly treated, wandering about home
less. We work hard at manual labor. When we are insulted we respond 
with a blessing. Persecution comes our way; we bear it patiently. We are 
slandered, and we try conciliation. We have become the world's refuse, 
the scum of all; that is the present state of affairs. 

I am writing you in this way not to shame you but to admonish you 
as my beloved children. Granted you have ten thousand guardians in 
Christ, you have only one father. It was I who begot you in Christ Jesus 
through my preaching of the gospel. I beg you, then, be imitators of me. 

NOVEMBER 16 
St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

1st Corinthians 4: 9-16 

Read the Epistle for November 14th on page 210 

NOVEMBER 21 
The Entrance of our Most Holy Lady, 

the Mother of God and Ever-virgin Mary Into the Temple 

Hebrews 9: 1-7 

Brethren: The first covenant had regulations for worship and an 
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~ ~ ~ earthly sanctuary. For a tabernacle was constructed, the outer one, in ~ 
~ hich were the lampstand, the table, and the showbread; this was called ~ 
~ the holy place. Behind the second veil was the tabernacle called the ~ 

r- ~ holy of holies, in which were the golden altar of incense and the ark of ~ 
r ~ the covenant entirely covered with gold. In the ark were the golden jar ~ 

~ containing the manna, the rod of Aaron which had blossomed, and the ~ 

1 ~ tablets of the covenant. Above the ark were the cherubim of glory over- ~ 
~ shadowing the place of expiation. We cannot speak now of each of ~ 
~ these in detail. These were the arrangements for worship. In perform- ~ 

r-- ~ ing their service the priests used to go into the outer tabernacle con- ~ 
~ stantly, but only the high priest went into the inner one, and that but ~ 

,..._ ~ once a year, with the blood which he offered for himself and for the sins ~ 
~ of the people. ~ 

~ ~ 
.-- ~ NOVEMBER 30 ~ 

~ St. Andrew, First-called Apostle ~ 
-- ~ ~ ~ 1st Corinthians 4: 9-16 ~ 

~ Read the Epistle for November 14th on page 210 ~ 

r ~ ~ 
~ DECEMBER 5 ~ 

I ~ St. Sabbas, Hegumen-Abbot ~ 

~ Galatians 5: 22 thru 6: 2 ~ 
.-- ~ Read the Epistle for Saturday of the 27th Week after Pentecost on page 133 ~ 

~ ~ 
,_ ~ DECEMBER 6 ~ 

~ St. Nicholas the Wonder-worker, Archbishop of Myra ~ 
~ ~ r- ~ Hebrews 13: 17-21 ~ 

~ Brethren: Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch ~ 
,__ ~ over you as men who must render an account. So act that they may ful- ~ 

~ fill their task with joy, not with sorrow, for that would be harmful to you. ~ 
~ Pray for us; we are confident that we have a good conscience, wishing, ~ 

- ~ as we do, to act rightly in every respect. I especially ask your prayers ~ 
~ that I may be restored to you very soon. May the God of peace, who ~ 
~ brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep by the blood ~ 

r--" ~ of the eternal covenant, Jesus our Lord, furnish you with all that is good, ~ 
~ that you may do his will. Through Jesus Christ may he carry out in you ~ 

r- ~ all that is pleasing to him. To Christ be glory forever! Amen. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ DECEMBER 8 ~ 
~ The Maternity of the Holy Anna ~ -J 

~ Read the Epistle for September 23rd on page 204 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SUNDAY BETWEEN DECEMBER 11-17 ~ 
~ ~ I rm Sunday of the Forefathers from Adam, and the Prophets rm -

~ up to St. John the Baptist ~ 
~ Also known as: ~ 
~ Sunday of the Patriarchs ~ 

~ ~ I ~ Colossians 3: 4-11 ~ __. 

~ Brethren: When Christ our life appears, then you shall appear with ~ 
~ him in glory. Put to death whatever in your nature is rooted in earth: for- ~ 
~ nication, uncleanness, passion, evil desires, and that lust which is idol- ~ 
~ atry. These are the sins which provoke God's wrath. Your own conduct ~ 
~ was once of this sort, when these sins were your very life. You must put ~ 
~ that aside now: all the anger and quick temper, the malice, the insults, ~ 
~ the foul language. Stop lying to one another. What you have done is put ~ 
~ aside your old self with its past deeds and put on a new man, one who ~ 
~ grows in knowledge as he is formed anew in the image of his Creator. ~ 
~ There is no Greek or Jew here, circumcised or uncircumcised, foreigner, ~ _.. 
~ Scythian (Sith-ee-an) , slave or freeman. Rather, Christ is everything in all ~ 
~ of you. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ DECEMBER13 ~ 
~ The Holy Martyrs Eustratius, Auxentius, ~ 
i Eugene, Mardarius, and Orestes i 
~ Ephesians 6: 1 0-1 7 ~ --.~ 
~ ~ ~ Read the Epistle for the 27th Sunday after Pentecost on page 133 ~ 

~ ~ -~ SATURDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS ~ 
~ ~ ~ Galatians 3: 8-1 2 ~ _.. 

~ Brethren: Because Scripture saw in advance that God's way of jus- ~ 
~ tifying the Gentiles would be through faith, it foretold this good news to ~ -
~ Abraham: "All nations shall be blessed in you." Thus it is that all who be- ~ 
~ lieve are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. i 
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- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ All who depend on observance of the law, on the other hand, are ~ 
r-- ~ under a curse. It is written, "Cursed is he who does not abide by every- ~ 

~ thing written in the book of the law and carry it out." It should be obvi- ~ 
~ ous that no one is justified in God's sight by the law, for "the just man ~ 
~ shall live by faith." But the law does not depend on faith. Its terms are: ~ 
~ "Whoever does these things shall live by them." ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS ~ 
~ ~ ,_ ~ Hebrews 11 : 9-1 0, 17-23, and 32-40 ~ 

~ Brethren: By faith Abraham sojourned in the promised land as in a ~ 
~ ~ foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the ~ 

~ same promise; for he was looking forward to the city with foundations, ~ 
~ whose designer and maker is God. ~ 

,_ ~ •By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac; he who ~ 
~ had received the promises was ready to sacrifice his only son, of whom ~ 

,......... ~ it was said, "Through Isaac shall your descendants be called." He rea- ~ 
~ soned that God was able to raise from the dead, and so he received ~ 
~ Isaac back as a symbol. By faith Isaac invoked for Jacob and Esau ~ 

r- ~ blessings that were still to be. ~ 
~ By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and ~ 
~ worshiped God, leaning on the head of his staff. By faith Joseph, near ~ 
~ the end of his life, spoke of the Exodus of the Israelites, and gave in- ~ 

__ ~ structions about his burial. By faith Moses' parents hid him for three ~ 
~ months after his birth, thereby disregarding the king's edict, because ~ 
@! they saw that he was a beautiful child. @! 

- ~ ~ ~ •What more shall I recount? I have no time to tell of Gideon (Gi-dee-un), ~ 
~ Barak (Bar-ock), Samson (Sam-son), Jephthah (Jet-thah) , of David and Samuel ~ 
~ and the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms, did what was just, ~ 

,......... ~ obtained the promises; they broke the jaws of lionsy put out raging fires, ~ 
~ escaped the devouring sword; though weak they were made powerful, ~ 

r- ~ became strong in battle, and turned back foreign invaders. Women re- ~ 
~ ceived back their dead through resurrection. Others were tortured and ~ 
~ would not receive deliverance, in order to obtain a better resurrection. ~ 
~ Still others endured mockery, scourging, even chains and imprison- ~ 
~ ment. They were stoned, sawed in two, put to death at sword's point; ~ 
~ they went about garbed in the skins of sheep or goats, needy, afflicted, ~ 
~ tormented. The world was not worthy of them. They wandered about in ~ 
~ deserts and on mountains, they dwelt in caves and in holes of the earth. ~ 

r ~ ~ 
. ~ ~ 
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Yet despite the fact that all of these were approved because of their 
faith, they did not obtain what had been promised. God had made a 
better plan, a plan which included us. Without us, they were not to be 
made perfect. 

VIGIL-EVE OF CHRISTMAS 
Also known as: 

The Paramony of Christmas 

Old Testament Readings for Royal Hours are on pages 312-313 

Vigil-eve of Christmas- First Hour: Hebrews 1: 1-12 

In times past, God spoke in fragmentary and varied ways to our fa
thers through the prophets; in this, the final age, he has spoken to us 
through his Son, whom he has made heir of all things and through 
whom he first created the universe. This Son is the reflection of the Fa
ther's glory, the exact representation of the Father's being, and he sus
tains all things by his powerful word. When he had cleansed us from 
our sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven, as 
far superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to 
theirs. 

To which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my son; today I 
have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be his father, and he shall be my 
son"? And again, when he leads his first-born into the world, he says, 
"Let all the angels of God worship him." Of the angels he says, "He 
makes his angels winds, and his ministers flaming fire"; but of the Son, 
"Your throne, 0 God, stands forever and ever; a righteous scepter is 
the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved justice and hated wicked
ness, therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness 
above your fellow kings." And, "Lord, of old you established the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you 
remain; all of them will grow old like a garment. You will roll them up 
like a cloak, like a garment they will be changed; but you are the same, 
and your years will have no end." 

Vigil-eve of Christmas - Third Hour: Galatians 3: 23 thru 4: 5 

Brethren: Before faith came we were under the constraint of the law, 
locked in until the faith that was coming should be revealed. In other 
words, the law was our monitor until Christ came to bring about our 
justification through faith. But now that faith is here, we are no longer 
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in the monitor's charge. Each one of you is a son of God because of 
your faith in Christ Jesus. All of you who have been baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with him. There does not exist among you Jew 
or Greek, slave or freeman, male or female. All are one in Christ Jesus. 
Furthermore, if you belong to Christ you are the descendants of Abra
ham, which means you inherit all that was promised. 

Brethren: as long as a designated heir is not of age his condition is 
no different from that of a slave, even though in name he is master of 
all his possessions; for he is under the supervision of guardians and 
administrators until the time set by his father. In the same way, while 
we were not yet of age we were like slaves subordinated to the ele
ments of the world; but when the designated time had come, God sent 
forth his Son born of a woman, born under the law, to deliver from the 
law those who were subjected to it, so that we might receive our sta
tus as adopted sons. 

Vigil-eve of Christmas - Sixth Hour: Hebrews 1: 1 0 thru 2: 3 

Brethren: [Scripture says:] "Lord, of old you established the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you 
remain; all of them will grow old like a garment. You will roll them up 
like a cloak, like a garment they will be changed; but you are the same, 
and your years will have no end." 

To which of the angels has God ever said, "Sit at my right hand till I 
make your enemies your footstool"? Are they not all ministering spirits, 
sent to serve those who are to inherit salvation? 

I view of this, we must attend all the more to what we have heard, lest 
we drift away. For if the word spoken through angels stood unchanged, 
and all transgression and disobedience received its due punishment, 
how shall we escape if we ignore a salvation as great as ours? An
nounced first by the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who had 
heard him. 

Vigil-eve of Christmas - Ninth Hour: Hebrews 2: 11-18 

Brethren: He who consecrates and those who are consecrated have 
one and the same Father. Therefore he is not ashamed to call them 
brothers, saying, " I will announce your name to my brothers, I will sing 
your praise in the midst of the assembly"; and [he says], "I will put my 
trust in him"; and again, "Here am I, and the children God has given 
me!" Now, since the children are men of blood and flesh, Jesus like
wise had a full share in ours, that by his death he might rob the devil, 
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the prince of death, of his power, and free those who through fear of 
death had been slaves their whole life long. Surely he did not come to 
help angels, but rather the children of Abraham; therefore he had to be
come like his brothers in every way, that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest before God on their behalf, to expiate the sins of the 
people. Since he was himself tested through what he suffered, he is 
able to help those who are tempted. 

Old Testament Readings for Vespers are on pages 312-313 

Vigil-eve of Christmas- Vespers and St. Basil's Liturgy 

Hebrews 1: 1-12 

In times past, God spoke in fragmentary and varied ways to our fa
thers through the prophets; in this, the final age, he has spoken to us 
through his Son, whom he has made heir of all things and through 
whom he first created the universe. This Son is the reflection of the Fa
ther's glory, the exact representation of the Father's being, and he sus
tains all things by his powerful word. When he had cleansed us from 
our sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven, as 
far superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to 
theirs. 

To which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my son; today I 
have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be his father, and he shall be my 
son"? And again, when he leads his first-born into the world, he says, 
"Let all the angels of God worship him." Of the angels he says, "He 
makes his angels winds, and his ministers flaming fire"; but of the Son, 
"Your throne, 0 God, stands forever and ever; a righteous scepter is 
the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved justice and hated wicked
ness, therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness 
above your fellow kings." And, "Lord, of old you established the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you 
remain; all of them will grow old like a garment. You will roll them up 
like a cloak, like a garment they will be changed; but you are the same, 
and your years will have no end." 

DECEMBER 25 
The Nativity of Our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ 

Galatians 4: 4-7 

Brethren: When the designated time had come, God sent forth his 
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Son born of a woman, born under the law, to deliver from the law those 
who were subjected to it, so that we might receive our status as 
adopted sons. The proof that you are sons is the fact that God has sent 
forth into our hearts the Spirit of his Son which cries out "Abba!" ("Fa
ther!") You are no longer a slave but a son! And the fact that you are a 
son makes you an heir, by God's design. 

Hebrews 2: 11-18 

DECEMBER 26 
Synaxis of the Mother of God 

Brethren: He who consecrates and those who are consecrated have 
one and the same Father. Therefore he is not ashamed to call them 
brothers, saying, "I will announce your name to my brothers, I will sing 
your praise in the midst of the assembly"; and [he says], "I will put my 
trust in him"; and again, "Here am I, and the children God has given 
me!" Now, since the children are men of blood and flesh, Jesus like
wise had a full share in ours, that by his death he might rob the devil, 
the prince of death, of his power, and free those who through fear of 
death had been slaves their whole life long. Surely he did not come to· 
help angels, but rather the children of Abraham; therefore he had to be
come like his brothers in every way, that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest before God on their behalf, to expiate the sins of the 
people. Since he was himself tested through what he suffered, he is 
able to help those who are tempted. 

DECEMBER 27 
St. Stephen, Archdeacon and First Martyr 

Acts 6: 8-15, 7: 1-Sa, and 47-60 

Stephen was a man filied with grace and power, who worked great 
wonders and signs among the people. Certain members of the so
called "Synagogue of Roman Freedmen" (that is, the Jews from Cyrene 
(Sigh-ree-nih), Alexandria, Cilicia (Sih-lish-a) and Asia) would undertake to en
gage Stephen in debate, but they proved no match for the wisdom and 
spirit with which he spoke. They persuaded some men to make the 
charge that they had heard him speaking blasphemies against Moses 
and God, and in this way they incited the people, the elders, and the 
scribes. All together they confronted him, seized him, and led him off to 
the Sanhedrin (San-hee-drln). There they brought in false witnesses, who 
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... ---....~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ said: "This man never stops making statements against the holy place ~ 
~ and the law. We have heard him claim that Jesus the Nazorean (Naz-o-reen) ~ 
~ will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses handed ~ 
~ down to us." The members of the Sanhedrin who sat there stared at ~ 
~ him intently. Throughout, Stephen's face seemed like that of an angel. ~ 
~ The high priest asked whether the charges were true. To this Stephen ~ 
~ replied: "My brothers! Fathers! Listen to me. The God of glory appeared ~ ----.l 
~ to our father Abraham when he was still in Mesopotamia (Mes-o-po-tay- ~ 

~ mih-a) and before he settled in Haran (Hair-an). God said to him, Leave your ~ 
~ country and your kinsfolk, and go to the land I will show you. So he left ~ ......... 
~ the land of the Chaldeans (Kal-dee-anz) and settled in Haran (Hair-an). After ~ 
~ Abraham's father died, God made him move from there to this land ~ 
~ where you now dwell. God did not give him any of it as his heritage, not ~ __. 
~ even a foot of land. ~ 
~ •"It was Solomon, however, who constructed [the temple]. Yet the ~ 
~ Most High does not dwell in buildings made by human hands, for as ~ 
~ the prophet says: 'The heavens are my throne, the earth is my footstool; ~ 
~ what kind of house can you build me? asks the Lord. What is my rest- ~ 
~ ing-place to be like? Did not my hand make all these things?' ~ 
~ "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are ~ 
~ always opposing the Holy Spirit just as your fathers did before you. Was ~ 
~ there ever any prophet whom your fathers did not persecute? In their ~ 
~ day, they put to death those who foretold the coming of the Just One; ~ 
@! now you in your turn have become his betrayers and murderers. You @ 

~ ~ .. ~ who received the law through the ministry of angels have not obeyed it." ~ -

~ Those who listened to his words were stung to the heart; they ground ~ 
~ their teeth in anger at him. Stephen meanwhile, filled with the Holy ~ .........J 

~ Spirit, looked to the sky above and saw the glory of God, and Jesus ~ 
~ standing at God's right hand. "Look!" he exclaimed, "I see an opening ~ 
~ in the sky, and the Son of Man standing at God's right hand." The on- ~ 
~ lookers were shouting aloud, holding their hands over their ears as they ~ 
~ did so. Then they rushed at him as one man, dragged him out of the ~ ___. 
~ city, and began to stone him. The witnesses meanwhile were piling their ~ 
~ cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul. As Stephen was being ~ 
~ stoned he could be heard praying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." He ~ -
~ fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin ~ 
~ against them." And with that he died. ~ _ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -
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~·~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ SATURDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS ~ 

~ 1st Timothy 6: 11b-16 ~ 
~ Brethren: Seek after integrity, piety, faith, love, steadfastness, and a ~ 
~ gentle spirit. Fight the good fight of faith. Take firm hold on the everlast- ~ 
~ ing life to which you were called when, in the presence of many wit- ~ 

1 
; nesses, you made your noble profession of faith. Before God, who gives ; 

l. ~ life to all, and before Christ Jesus, who in bearing witness made his ~ 
~ noble profession before Pontius Pilate, I charge you to keep God's com- ~ 
~ mand without blame or reproach until our Lord Jesus Christ shall ap- ~ 
~ pear. This appearance God will bring to pass at his chosen time. He is ~ 
~ the blessed and only ruler, the King of kings and the Lord of lords who ~ 
~ alone has immortality and who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no ~ 
~ human being has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and everlast- ~ 

r- ; ing rule! Amen. ; 

~ ~ 
~ ; ; 

~ NOTE: The gospel reading for this day was inadvertently omitted ~ 
~ from the Byzantine Seminary Press edition of the Holy Gospel Read- ~ 

r- ~ ings. It is given herewith for your convenience. ~ 

~ Matthew 12: 15-21 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ Jesus was aware of the Pharisee's plot to destroy him so he with- ~ 
~ drew from that place. Many people followed him and he cured them all, ~ 

~ though he sternly ordered them not to make public what he had done. ~ 
~ This was to fulfill what had been said through Isaiah the prophet: "Here ~ 

........., ~ is my servant whom I have chosen, my loved one in whom I delight. I ~ 
• ~ will endow him with my spirit and he will proclaim justice to the Gen- ~ 

~ tiles. He will not contend or cry out, nor will his voice be heard in the ~ 

r-- ~ streets. The bruised reed he will not crush; the smoldering wick he will ~ 
• ~ not quench until judgment is made victorious. In his name, the Gentiles ~ 

~ will find hope." ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ; SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS I 

~ Galatians 1 : 11 -19 ~ 
~ ~ Brethren: I assure you, the gospel I proclaimed to you is no mere ~ 

~ human invention. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I schooled ~ 
_ ; in it. It came by revelation from Jesus Christ. You have heard, I know, the ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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....... 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ story of my former way of life in Judaism. You know that I went to ex- ~ 
~ tremes in persecuting the Church of God and tried to destroy it; I made ~ --.~ 
~ progress in Jewish observance far beyond most of my contemporaries, ~ 
i in my excess of zeal to live out all the traditions of my ancestors. i 
~ But the time came when he who had set me apart before I was born ~ ~ 
~ and called me by his favor chose to reveal his Son to me, that I might ~ 
~ spread among the Gentiles the good tidings concerning him. lmmedi- ~ ~ 
~ ately, without seeking human advisers or even going to Jerusalem to ~ 
~ see those who were apostles before me, I went off to Arabia (A-ray-bi-a) ; ~ 
~ later I returned to Damascus (Da-mass-kus). Three years after that I went ~ ..._j 

~ up to Jerusalem to get to know Cephas (Se-tas), with whom I stayed fif- ~ 
~ teen days. I did not meet any other apostles except James, the brother ~ ---J 

~ of the Lord. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ JANUARY 1 ~ 
~ The Circumcision of Our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ ~ 
~ AND ~ 
~ Commemoration of St. Basil the Great, ~ 
~ Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Old Testament Readings for Vespers are on pages 315-316 ~ 

~ For the Circumcision: Colossians 2: 8-12 1--..,j 
~ Brethren: See to it that no one deceives you through any empty, se- ~ 
~ ductive philosophy that follows mere human traditions, a philosophy ~ 
~ based on cosmic powers rather than on Christ. ~ 
~ ~ ~ In Christ the fullness of deity resides in bodily form. Yours is a share ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ of this fullness, in him who is the head of every principality and power. ~ 
~ You were also circumcised in him, not with the circumcision adminis- ~ 
~ tered by hand but with Christ's circumcision which strips off the carnal ~ 
~ body completely. In baptism you were not only buried with him but also ~ 
@I raised to life with him because you believed in the power of God who @I 

i raised him from the dead. i -
~ For St. Basil: Hebrews 7: 26 thru 8: 2 ~ 
~ Brethren: It was fitting that we should have such a high priest [as ~ __.. 
~ Jesus]: holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, higher than ~ 
~ the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sac- ~ ___, 
~ rifice day after day, first for his own sins and then for those of the peo- ~ 
~ pie; he did that once for all when he offered himself. For the law sets up ~ 

~ ~ ___, 
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as high priests men who are weak, but the word of the oath which came 
after the law appoints as priest the Son, made perfect forever. 

The main point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high 
priest, who has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in heaven, minister of the sanctuary and of that true taberna
cle set up, not by man, but by the Lord. 

SATURDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY 

1st Timothy 3: 14 thru 4: 5 

Timothy, my son: Although I hope to visit you soon, I am writing you 
about these matters so that if I should be delayed you will know what 
kind of conduct befits a member of God's household, the church of the 
living God, the pillar and bulwark of truth. Wonderful, indeed, is the mys
tery of our faith, as we say in professing it: "He was manifested in the 
flesh, vindicated in the Spirit; seen by the angels; preached among the 
Gentiles, believed in throughout the world, taken up into glory." 

The Spirit distinctly says that in later times some will turn away from 
the faith and will heed deceitful spirits and things taught by demons 
through plausible liars-men with seared consciences who forbid mar
riage and require abstinence from foods which God created to be re
ceived with thanksgiving by believers who know the truth. Everything 
God created is good; nothing is to be rejected when it is received with 
thanksgiving, for it is made holy by God's word and by prayer. 

SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY 

2nd Timothy 4: 5-8 

Timothy, my son: Be steady and self-possessed; put up with hard
ship, perform your work as an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. I for my 
part am already being poured out like a libation. The time of my disso
lution is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. From now on a merited crown awaits me; on that 
Day the Lord, just judge that he is, will award it to me-and not only to 
me, but to all who have looked for his appearing with eager longing. 
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... ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ JANUARY 5 ~ 
~ Vigil-eve of Theophany ~ --.~ 
~ Also known as: ~ 
~ Paramony of Theophany ~ 
~ ~ ~ Old Testament Readings for Royal Hours are on pages 316-317 ~ 

~ Vigil-eve of Theophany - First Hour: Acts 13: 25-33 ~ 
~ In those days Paul spoke to the Israelites saying: "As John's career ~ 
~ was coming to an end, he would say, 'What you suppose me to be I am ~ 
~ not. Rather, look for the one who comes after me. I am not worthy to un- ~ 
~ fasten the sandals on his feet.' My brethren, children of the family of ~ 
~ Abraham and you others who reverence our God, it was to us that this ~ 
~ message of salvation was sent forth. The inhabitants of Jerusalem and ~ 
~ their rulers failed to recognize [Jesus], and in condemning him they ful- ~ --
~ filled the words of the prophets which we read sabbath after sabbath. ~ 
~ Even though they found no charge against him which deserved death, ~ 
~ they begged Pilate to have him executed. Once they had thus brought ~ __.. 
~ about all that had been written of him, they took him down from the tree ~ 
~ and laid him in a tomb. Yet God raised him from the dead, and for many ~ 
~ days thereafter Jesus appeared to those who had come up with him ~ 
~ from Galilee to Jerusalem. These are his witnesses now before the peo- ~ 

~ pie. ~ ~ 
~ "We ourselves announce to you the good news that what God prom- ~ 
~ ised our fathers he has fulfilled for us, their children, in raising up Jesus, ~ 
~ according to what is written in the second psalm, 'You are my son; this ~ 
~ day I have begotten you.'" ~ 
~ Vigil-eve of Theophany - Third Hour: Acts 19: 1-8 ~ -J 

~ In those days, while Apollos (A-pol-os) was in Corinth (Kor-inth) , Paul ~ 
~ passed through the interior of the country and came to Ephesus (Ef-e-sus) ~ 
~ . There he found some disciples to whom he put the question, "Did you ~ 
~ receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?" They answered, ~ 
~ "We have not so much as heard that there is a Holy Spirit." "Well, how ~ 
~ were you baptized?" he persisted. They replied, "With the baptism of ~ 
~ John." Paul then explained, "John's baptism was a baptism of repen- ~ __. 
~ tance. He used to tell the people about the one who would come after ~ 
~ him in whom they were to believe-that is, Jesus." When they heard ~ 
~ this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. As Paul laid his ~ 
~ hands on them, the Holy Spirit came down on them and they began to ~ 
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speak in tongues and to utter prophecies. There were in the company 
about twelve men in all. Paul entered the synagogue, and over a period 
of three months debated fearlessly, with persuasive arguments, about 
the kingdom of God. 

Vigil-eve of Theophany - Sixth Hour: Romans 6: 3b-11 

Brethren: We who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death. Through baptism into his death we were buried with him, 
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Fa
ther, we too might live a new life. If we have been united with him 
through likeness to his death, so shall we be through a like resurrection. 
This we know: our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body 
might be destroyed and we might be slaves to sin no longer. A man who 
is dead has been freed from sin. If we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we are also to live with him. We know that Christ, once raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death has no more power over him. His 
death was death to sin, once for all; his life is life for God. In the same 
way, you must consider yourselves dead to sin but alive for God in 
Christ Jesus. 

Vigil-eve of Theophany - Ninth Hour: Titus 2: 11-15, and 3: 4-7 

Titus, my son: The grace of God has appeared, offering salvation to 
all men. It trains us to reject godless ways and worldly desires, and live 
temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age as we await our blessed 
hope, the appearing of the glory of the great God and of our Savior 
Christ Jesus. It was he who sacrificed himself for us, to redeem us from 
all unrighteousness and to cleanse for himself a people of his own, 
eager to do what is right. 

These are the things you are to say. Make our appeals and correc
tions with the authority of command. Let no one look down on you. 

•But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us; not because of any righteous deeds we had done, but be
cause of his mercy. He saved us through the baptism of new birth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he lavished on us through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, that we might be justified by his grace and become 
heirs, in hope, of eternal life. 
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••• ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Old Testament Readings for Vespers are on pages 317-319 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Vigil-eve of Theophany- Vespers with St. Basil's Liturgy ~ 

~ 1st Corinthians 9: 19-27 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: Although I am not bound to anyone, I made myself the ~ 
~ slave of all so as to win over as many as possible. I became like a Jew ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
F.!] to the Jews in order to win the Jews. To those bound by the law I be- ~ 
~ came like one who is bound (although in fact I am not bound by it), that ~ 
~ I might win those bound by the law. To those not subject to the law I be- ~ __. 
~ came like one not subject to it (not that I am free from the law of God, ~ 
~ for I am subject to the law of Christ), that I might win those not subject ~ 
~ to the law. To the weak I became a weak person with a view to winning ~ -....J 
~ the weak. I have made myself all things to all men in order to save at ~ 

~ least some of them. In fact, I do all that I do for the sake of the gospel ~ 

~ in the hope of having a share in its blessings. ~ . 
~ You know that while all the runners in the stadium take part in the ~ _j 
~ race, the award goes to one man. In that case, run so as to win! Athletes ~ 
~ deny themselves all sorts of things. They do this to win a crown of ~ .,__,) 
~ leaves that withers, but we a crown that is imperishable. ~ 

~ I do not run like a man who loses sight of the finish line. I do not fight ~ 
~ as if I were shadowboxing. What I do is discipline my own body and ~ 
~ master it, for fear that after having preached to others I myself should ~ 
~ be rejected. ~ 
~ NOTE: If the Vigil-eve is a Saturday or Sunday, the following read- ~ 
@! ing is combined with the reading immediately above. @! 

~ ~ ~ 
~ Vigil-eve of Theophany - Blessing of Water: 1st Corinthians 1 0: 1-4 ~ 

~ Brethren, I want you to remember this: our fathers were all under the ~ 
~ cloud and all passed through the sea; by the cloud and the sea all of ~ 
~ them were baptized into Moses. All ate the same spiritual food. All drank ~ 
~ the same spiritual drink (they drank from the spiritual rock that was fol- ~ 
~ lowing them, and the rock was Christ). ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -....J 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ JANUARY 6 ~ 
~ The Theophany of Our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ ~ 
~ Titus 2: 11-15, and 3: 4-7 ~ 
~ Titus, my son: The grace of God has appeared, offering salvation to ~ 
~ all men. It trains us to reject godless ways and worldly desires, and live ~ 

r- ~ temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age as we await our blessed ~ 
~ hope, the appearing of the glory of the great God and of our Savior ~ 
~ Christ Jesus. It was he who sacrificed himself for us, to redeem us from ~ 

,........ ~ all unrighteousness and to cleanse for himself a people of his own, ~ 
~ eager to do what is right. ~ 

- ~ ~ , ·· ··· !§! These are the things you are to say. Make our appeals and correc- !§! 
~ tions with the authority of command. Let no one look down on you. ~ 

1 
~ •But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he ~ 
~ saved us; not because of any righteous deeds we had done, but be- ~ 

,.._ ~ cause of his mercy. He saved us through the baptism of new birth and ~ 
~ renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he lavished on us through Jesus ~ 
~ Christ our Savior, that we might be justified by his grace and become ~ 
~ heirs, in hope, of eternal life. ~ 

I JANUARY 7 I 
~ Commemoration (Synaxis) of St. John The Baptist ~ 

~ Acts 19: 1 -8 ~ 
~ In those days, while Apollos (A-pol-os) was in Corinth (Kor-inth) , Paul ~ 
~ passed through the interior of the country and came to Ephesus (Et-e-sus). ~ 

r ~ There he found some disciples to whom he put the question, "Did you ~ 
~ receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?" They answered, ~ 
~ "We have not so much as heard that there is a Holy Spirit." "Well, how ~ 

r- ~ were you baptized?" he persisted. They replied, "With the baptism of ~ 
~ John." Paul then explained, "John's baptism was a baptism of repen- ~ 
~ tance. He used to tell the people about the one who would come after ~ 
~ him in whom they were to believe-that is, Jesus." When they heard this, ~ 

r- ~ they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. As Paul laid his hands ~ 
~ on them, the Holy Spirit came down on them and they began to speak ~ 
~ in tongues and to utter prophecies. There were in the company about ~ 

r- ~ twelve men in all. Paul entered the synagogue, and over a period of ~ 
~ three months debated fearlessly, with persuasive arguments, about the ~ 
@! kingdom of God. @! 

r- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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SATURDAY AFTER THEOPHANY 

Ephesians 6: 1 0-1 7 

Brethren: Draw your strength from the Lord and his mighty power. 
Put on the armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm against 
the tactics of the devil. Our battle is not against human forces but 
against the principalities and powers, the rulers of this world of dark
ness, the evil spirits in regions above. You must put on the armor of 
God if you are to resist on the evil day; do all that your duty requires, and 
hold your ground. Stand fast, with the truth as the belt around your 
waist, justice as your breastplate, and zeal to propagate the gospel of 
peace as your footgear. In all circumstances hold faith up before you as 
your shield; it will help you extinguish the fiery darts of the evil one. Take 
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit, the word of God. 

SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY 

Ephesians 4: 7-1 3 

Brethren: Each of us has received God's favor in the measure in 
which Christ bestows it. Thus you find Scripture saying: "When he as
cended on high, to took a host of captives and gave gifts to men." "He 
ascended" - what does this mean but that he had first descended into 
the lower regions of the earth? He who descended is the very one who 
ascended high above the heavens, that he might fill all men with his 
gifts. 

It is he who gave apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teach
ers in roles of service for the faithful to build up the body of Christ, till 
we become one in faith and in the knowledge of God's Son, and form 
that perfect man who is Christ come to full stature. 

JANUARY 11 
St. Theodosius, Hegumen-Abbot 

2nd Corinthians 4: 6-15 
Read the Epistle for the 15th Sunday after Pentecost on page 94 
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JANUARY 16 
The Veneration of the Precious Chains of the Holy Apostle 

Peter 

Acts 12: 1-11 
Read the Epistle for Saturday of the 4th Week after Easter on page 
19 

JANUARY 17 
St. Anthony The Great 

Hebrews 13: 17-21 

Read the Epistle for December 6th on pages 212 

JANUARY 20 
St. Euthymius The Great 

2nd Corinthians 4: 6-15 
Read the Epistle for the 15th Sunday after Pentecost on page 94 

JANUARY 25 
St. Gregory of Nazianzen, The Theologian 

1st Corinthians 12: 7-11 

Brethren: To each person the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 
the common good. To one the Spirit gives wisdom in discourse, to an
other the power to express knowledge. Through the Spirit one receives 
faith; by the same Spirit another is given the gift of healing, and still an
other miraculous powers. Prophecy is given to one; to another power 
to distinguish one spirit from another. One receives the gift of tongues, 
another that of interpreting the tongues. But it is one and the same Spirit 
who produces all these gifts, distributing them to each as he wills. 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ JANUARY 27 ~ 
m Translation of the Relics of St. John Chrysostom m __. 

~ Hebrews 7: 26 thru 8: 2 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Read the Epistle for November 13th on page 210 ~ __. 

~ ~ 
~ JANUARY 30 ~ ~ ~ ~ Commemoration of the Three Holy Bishops: ~ 
m St. Basil The Great, St. Gregory of Nazianzen, m ..__ 
~ and St. John Chrysostom ~ 

m Hebrews 13: 7-16 m .......... 
~ Brethren: Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to ~ 
~ you; consider how their lives ended, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ ~ 
~ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Do not be carried away by all ~ 
~ kinds of strange teaching. It is good to have our hearts strengthened by ~ 
~ the grace of God and not by foods which are useless to those who take ~ 
~ them as a standard for living. We have an altar from which those who ~ 
~ serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. he bodies of the animals ~ 
~ whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest as a sin of- ~ 
~ fering are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus died outside the ~ 
~ gate, to sanctify the people by his own blood. Let us go to him outside ~ 
~ the camp, bearing the insult which he bore. For here we have no last- ~ 
~ ing city; we are seeking one which is to come. Through him let us con- ~ 
~ tinually offer God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips which ~ 
~ acknowledge his name. Do not neglect good deeds and generosity; ~ 
~ God is pleased by sacrifices of that kind. ~ 

I FEBRUARY 2 I 
~ The Meeting of Our Lord, God and Savior ~ 
~ Jesus Christ with Simeon ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Hebrews 7: 7-17 ~ 
m Brethren: It is indisputable that a lesser person is blessed by a m 
~ greater. And whereas men subject to death receive tithes, Scripture tes- ~ -
~ tifies that this man lives on. Levi (Lee-vigh) ,who receives tithes, was, so ~ 
~ to speak, tithed in the person of his father, for he was still in his father's ~ __. 
~ loins when Melchizedek (Mel-kihz-eh-dek) met Abraham. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ -
~ ~ 
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....... 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
. ~ ~ 
~ If, then, perfection had been achieved through the Ieviticai priest- ~ 
~ hood (on the basis of which the people received the law), what need ~ 

• ~ would there have been to appoint a priest according to the order of ~ 
~ Melchizedek, instead of choosing a priest according to the order of ~ 

___.. ~ Aaron? When there is a change of priesthood, there is necessarily a ~ 
~ change of law. Now he of whom these things are said was of a differ- ~ 

1 
~ ent tribe, none of whose members ever officiated at the altar. It is clear ~ 

. ~ that our Lord rose from the tribe of Judah, regarding which Moses said ~ 
~ nothing about priests. The matter is clearer still if another priest is ap- ~ 

- ~ pointed according to the likeness of Melchizedek: one who has become ~ 
· ~ a priest, not in virtue of a law expressed in a commandment concern- ~ 
~ ing physical descent, but in virtue of the power of a life which cannot be ~ 
~ destroyed. Scripture testifies: "You are a priest forever according to the ~ 
~ order of Melchizedek." ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ FEBRUARY14 ~ 
~ St. Cyril, Apostle to the Slavs ~ . ~ ~ 
~ Hebrews 7: 26 thru 8: 2 ~ 

,.._ ~ Read the Epistle for November 13th on page 210 ~ 

· ~ ~ 
,.._ ~ FEBRUARY 24 ~ 

~ The 1st and 2nd Discovery of the Head ~ 
r--" ~ of St. John The Baptist ~ 

~ 2nd Corinthians 4: 6-15 ~ 
- ~ ~ : ~ Read the Epistle for the 15th Sunday after Pentecost on page 94 ~ 

~ ~ 
,_ ~ MARCH 9 ~ 

~ The Forty Great Martyrs of Sebasta ~ 
- ~ Hebrews 12: 1-10 ~ 

~ ~ ~m Brethren: Since we for our part are surrounded by this cloud of wit- ~m 
~ ~ ~ ~ nesses, let us lay aside every encumbrance of sin which clings to us ~ 

~ and persevere in running the race which lies ahead; let us keep our eyes ~ 
r--" ~ fixed on Jesus, who inspires and perfects our faith. For the sake of the ~ 

~ joy which lay before him he endured the cross, heedless of its shame. ~ 
~m He has taken his seat at the right of the throne of God. Remember how ~m 

,_ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~-~ he endured the opposition of sinners; hence do not grow despondent ~ 
~ or abandon the struggle. In your fight against sin you have not yet re- ~ _ 
~ sisted to the point of shedding blood. Moreover, you have forgotten the ~ 
~ encouraging words addressed to you as sons: "My sons, do not dis- ~ 
~ dain the discipline of the Lord nor lose heart when he reproves you; for ~ -.J 
~ whom the Lord loves, he disciplines; he scourges every son he re- ~ 
~ ceives." Endure your trials as the discipline of God, who deals with you ~ --J 

~ as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? If ~ 
~ you do not know the discipline of sons, you are not sons but bastards. ~ 
~ If we respected our earthly fathers who corrected us, should we not all ~ 
~ the more submit to the Father of spirits, and live? They disciplined us ~ 
~ as seemed right to them, to prepare us for the short span of mortal life; ~ 

~ but God does so for our true profit, that we may share his holiness. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ MARCH 25 ~ -
~ The Annunciation of the Incarnation to the Mother of God ~ 

~ ~ ~ Old Testament Readings for Vespers are on pages 321 -322 ~ -... 

~ Hebrews 2: 11-18 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Brethren: He who consecrates and those who are consecrated have ~ 
~ one and the same Father. Therefore he is not ashamed to call them ~ 
~ brothers, saying, "I will announce your name to my brothers, I will sing ~ 
~ your praise in the midst of the assembly"; and [he says], "I will put my ~ 
~ trust in him"; and again, "Here am I, and the children God has given ~ 
~ me!" Now, since the children are men of blood and flesh, Jesus like- ~ 
~ wise had a full share in ours, that by his death he might rob the devil, ~ --J 

~ the prince of death, of his power, and free those who through fear of ~ 

~ death had been slaves their whole life long. Surely he did not come to ~ 

~ help angels, but rather the children of Abraham; therefore he had to be- ~ 
~ come like his brothers in every way, that he might be a merciful and ~ 
~ faithful high priest before God on their behalf, to expiate the sins of the ~ --l 
~ people. Since he was himself tested through what he suffered, he is ~ 
~ able to help those who are tempted. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
· ~ ~ ~ MARCH 26 ~ 
~ Commemoration (Synaxis) of the Archangel Gabriel ~ 
~ ~ 
@! Hebrews 2: 2-1 0 @! 

~ ~ ~ • ~ Read the Epistle for September 6th on page 201 ~ 

~ ~ 
I ~ APRIL 6 ~ . ~ ~ 

~ St. Methodius, Apostle to the Slavs ~ 

,........., ~ Hebrews 8: 3-6 ~ 
~ ~ 

,........., ~ Brethren: Now every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sac- ~ 
~ rifices: thus the necessity for this one also to have something to offer. ~ 
~ If then he were on earth, he would not be a priest, since there are those ~ 
~ who offer gifts according to the law. They worship in a copy and shadow ~ 
~ of the heavenly sanctuary, as Moses warned when he was about to ~ 
~ erect the tabernacle. For he says, "See that you make everything ac- ~ 

4 

~ cording to the pattern shown you on the mountain." Now he has ob- ~ 
~ tained so much more excellent a ministry as he is mediator of a better ~ 

1 
~ covenant, enacted on better promises. ~ 

~ ~ r- ~ APRIL 23 ~ 
. ~ St. George, Great Martyr ~ 

~ Acts 1 2: 1 -11 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

. ~ In those days, King Herod started to harass some of the members of ~ 
~ the church. He beheaded James the brother of John, and when he saw ~ 
~ that this pleased certain of the Jews, he took Peter into custody too. ~ 
~ During the feast of Unleavened Bread he had Peter arrested and thrown ~ 
~ into prison with four squads of soldiers to guard him. Herod intended to ~ 

. ~ bring him before the people after the Passover. Peter was thus detained ~ 
~ in prison, while the church prayed fervently to God on his behalf. Our- ~ 
~ ing the night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping ~ 

· ~ between two soldiers, fastened with double chains, while guards kept ~ 
~ watch at the door. Suddenly an angel of the Lord stood nearby and light ~ 

~ ~ shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him. "Hurry, get ~ 
~ up!" the angel said. With that, the chains dropped from Peter's wrists. ~ 
~ The angel said, "Put on your belt and your sandals!" This Peter did. ~ 
~ Then the angel told him, "Now put on your cloak and follow me." ~ 

r--" ~ Peter followed the angel out, but with no clear realization that this ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~·~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~-~ was taking place through the angel's help. The whole thing seemed to ~ 
~ him a mirage. They passed the first guard, then the second, and finally ~ ____. 
~ came to the iron gate leading out to the city, which opened for them of ~ 
~ itself. They emerged and made their way down a narrow alley, when ~ 
~ suddenly the angel left him. Peter had recovered his senses by this time, ~ --J 

~ and said, "Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent his angel to res- ~ 
~ cue me from Herod's clutches and from all that the Jews hoped for." ~ ____. 

~ APRIL 25 ~ 
~ ~ ~ St. Mark, Apostle and Evangelist ~ -

~ 1st Peter 5: 6-14 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Brethren: Bow humbly under God's mighty hand, so that in due time ~ 
~ he may lift you high. Cast all your cares on him because he cares for ~ 
~ you. Stay sober and alert. Your opponent the devil is prowling like a ~ 
~ roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, solid in your ~ 
~ faith, realizing that the brotherhood of believers is undergoing the same ~ 
~ sufferings throughout the world. The God of all grace, who called you ~ __, 
~ to his everlasting glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, ~ 
~ strengthen, and establish those who have suffered a little while. Domin- ~ _J 
~ ion be his throughout the ages! Amen. ~ 
~ I am writing briefly through Silvanus (Sil-vay-nus) , whom I take to be a ~ 
~ faithful brother to you. Herewith are expressed my encouragement and ~ 
~ my testimony that this is the true grace of God. Be steadfast in it. The ~ 
~ church that is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greet- ~ ___.. 
~ ing, as does Mark my son. Greet one another with the embrace of true ~ 
~ love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. ~ --.J 

~ APRIL 30 ~ ~ ~ ~ St. James, Apostle and Brother of 51. John ~ 

~ Acts 1 2: 1 -11 ~ ~ ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for April 23rd on pages 231-232 ~ -

~ ~ 
~ ~ -
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ --
~ ~ I I ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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MAY3 
51. Theodoslus, Hegumen-Abbot 

Founder of the Cenobitic Life in Russia 

Hebrews 13: 7-16 
Read the Epistle for the Sunday between July 13-19 on page 238 

MAYS 
St. John The Theologian, Apostle and Evangelist 

1st John 1 : 1-7 

Beloved, this is what we proclaim to you: what was from the begin
ning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we 
have looked upon and our hands have touched-we speak of the word 
of life. (This life became visible; we have seen and bear witness to it, and 
we proclaim to you the eternal life that was present to the Father and 
became visible to us.) What we have seen and heard we proclaim in 
turn to you so that you may share life with us. This fellowship of ours is 
with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. Indeed, our purpose in 
writing you this is that our joy may be complete. 

Here, then, is the message we have heard from him and announce 
to you: that God is light; in him there is no darkness. If we say, "We have 
fellowship with him," while continuing to walk in darkness, we are liars 
and do not act in truth. But if we walk in light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of his Son Jesus 
cleanses us from all sin. 

MAY9 
Translation of the Relics of St. Nicholas to Bari 

Hebrews 13: 17-21 
Read the Epistle for December 6th on page 212 

MAY 10 
St. Simon The Zealot, Apostle 

1st Corinthians 4: 9-16 

Read the Epistle for the 1Oth Sunday after Pentecost on pages 75-76 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ MAY 11 ~ 
~ SS. Cyril and Methodlus, Apostles to the Slavs ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Hebrews 13: 17-21 ~ 

~ Read the Epistle for December 6th on page 212 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ MAY 21 ~ ~ 
~ SS. Constantine and Helen, ~ 
~ Sovereign and Equal-to-the-Apostles ~ 
~ Outside of Eastertide: Galatians 1 : 11 -19 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Read the Epistle for the 20th Sunday after Pentecost on page 110 ~ 

~ During Eastertide: Acts 26: 1 -5 and 12-20 ~ 
~ In those days Agrippa spoke to Paul: "You have permission to state ~ 
~ your case." So Paul stretched out his hand and began his defense. ~ 
~ "Many charges have been leveled against me by the Jews, King ~ ...___j 

~ Agrippa. I count myself fortunate to be able to make my defense today ~ 
~ in your presence, especially since you are expert in all the various Jew- ~ 
~ ish customs and disputes. I beg you to listen to me patiently. ~ __, 

~ "The way I have lived since my youth, and the life I have led among my ~ 
~ own people from the beginning and later at Jerusalem, is well known to all ~ 
~ Jews. They have been acquainted with me for a long time and can testify, ~ 
~ if they wish, to my life lived as a Pharisee, the strictest sect of our religion. ~ 
~ ~ ............ 
~ "On one such occasion I was traveling toward Damascus armed with ~ 
~ the authority and commission of the chief priests. On this journey, Your ~ 
~ Majesty, I saw a light more brilliant than the sun shining in the sky at ~ 

~ midday. It surrounded me and those who were traveling with me. All of ~ 
~ us fell to the ground and I heard a voice saying to me in Hebrew, 'Saul, ~ 
~ Saul, why do you persecute me? It Is hard for you to kick against the ~ 
~ goad.' I said, at that, 'Who are you, sir?' and the Lord answered: 'I am I .......... 
~ that Jesus whom you are persecuting. Get up now and stand on your ~ 

~ feet. I have appeared to you to designate you as my servant and as a ~ 
~ witness to what you have seen of me and what you will see of me. ~ 

~ I have delivered you from this people and from the nations, to open ~ 
~ the eyes of those to whom I am sending you, to turn them from dark- ~ 
~ ness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God; that through their ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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faith in me they may obtain the forgiveness of their sins and a portion 
among God's people.' 

"King Agrippa, I could not disobey that heavenly vision. I preached 
a message of reform and of conversion to God, first to the people of 
Damascus, then to the people of Jerusalem and all the country of 
Judea; yes, even to the Gentiles. I urged them to act in conformity with 
their change of heart." 

MAY25 
The 3rd Discovery of the Head of St. John The Baptist 

2nd Corinthians 4: 6-15 
Read the Epistle for the 15th Sunday after Pentecost on page 94 

JUNE 11 
SS. Bartholomew and Barnabas, Apostles 

Acts 11 : 1 9-30 
Read the Epistle for the 5th Paschal Sunday on page 20 

JUNE 19 
St. Jude, Apostle 

Jude 1: 1-10 
Read the Epistle for Tuesday of Cheese-fare Week on page 170 

JUNE 24 
The Nativity of the Honorable, Glorious Prophet 

and Forerunner, St. John The Baptist 

Romans 13: 11 b thru 14: 4 

Brethren: It is now the hour for you to wake from sleep, for our sal
vation is closer than when we first accepted the faith. The night is far 
spent; the day draws near. Let us cast off deeds of darkness and put on 
the armor of light. Let us live honorably as in daylight; not in carousing 
and drunkenness, not in sexual excess and lust, not in Quarreling and 
jealousy. Rather, put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ the desires of the flesh. ~ 

~ Extend a kind welcome to those who are weak in faith. Do· not enter ~ 
~ into disputes with them. A man of sound faith knows he can eat any- ~ 
~ thing, while one who is weak in faith eats only vegetables. The man who ~ 
~ will eat anything must not ridicule him who abstains from certain foods; ~ -.J 

~ the man who abstains must not sit in judgment on him who eats. After ~ 

~ all, God himself has made him welcome. Who are you to pass judgment ~ 
~ on another's servant? His master alone can judge whether he stands or ~ -J 

~ falls. And stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ JUNE 29 ~ 
~ The Glorious and Illustrious Saints, Apostles, ~ 
~ and Chief Primates, Peter and Paul ~ 
~ 2nd Corinthians 11 : 21 b thru 12: 9 ~ 
~ Brethren: What anyone else dares to claim-1 speak with absolute ~ 
~ foolishness now-1, too, will dare. Are they Hebrews? So am I! Are they ~ 
~ Israelites? So am II Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I! Are they ~ ......J 

~ ministers of Christ? Now I am really talking like a fool-1 am more: with ~ 
~ my many more labors and imprisonments, with far worse beatings and ~ -J 

~ frequent brushes with death. Five times at the hands of the Jews I re- ~ 
~ ceived forty lashes less one; three times I was beaten with rods; I was ~ 
~ stoned once, shipwrecked three times; I passed a day and a night on ~ 
~ the sea. I traveled continually, endangered by floods, robbers, my own ~ 
~ people, [and] the Gentiles; imperiled in the city, in the desert, at sea, by ~ 
~ false brothers; enduring labor, hardship, many sleepless nights; in ~ 
~ hunger and thirst and frequent fastings, in cold and nakedness. Leav- ~ 
~ ing other sufferings unmentioned, there is that daily tension pressing ~ 
~ on me, my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak that I am not af- ~ 
~ fected by it? Who is scandalized that I am not aflame with indignation? ~ 
~ If I must boast, I will make a point of my weaknesses. The God and Fa- ~ 
~ ther of the Lord Jesus knows-blessed be he forever-that I do not lie. ~ 
~ In Damascus (Da-mass-kus) the ethnarch of King Aretas (Ar-eh·tas) was keep- ~ ......J 

~ ing a close watch on the city in order to arrest me, but I was lowered in ~ 
~ a basket through a window in the wall and escaped his hands. ~ 
~ I must go on boasting, however useless it may be, and speak of vi- ~ ......J 

~ sions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who, fourteen ~ 
~ years ago, whether he was in or outside his body I cannot say, only God ~ _.. 
~ can say-a man who was snatched up to the third heaven. I know that ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ this man-whether in or outside his body I do not know, God knows- ~ 
~ as snatched up to Paradise to hear words which cannot be uttered, ~ 
~ words which no man may speak. About this man I will boast; but I will ~ 
~ do no boasting about myself unless it be about my weaknesses. And ~ 
~ even if I were to boast it would not be folly in me because I would only ~ 
~ be telling the truth. ~ 
~ But I refrain, lest anyone think more of me than what he sees in me ~ 
~ or hears from my lips. As to the extraordinary revelations, in order that ~ 
~ I might not become conceited I was given a thorn in the flesh, an angel ~ 
~ of Satan to beat me and keep me from getting proud. Three times I ~ 
~ begged the Lord that this might leave me. He said to me, "My grace is ~ 
~ enough for you, for in weakness power reaches perfection." And so I ~ 
~ willingly boast of my weaknesses instead, that the power of Christ may ~ 
~ rest upon me. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ JUNE 30 ~ 

- ~ ~ , , ~ Commemoration (Synaxis) of the Holy ~ 

~ and Glorious Twelve Apostles ~ 
r- ~ 1st Corinthians 4: 9-16 ~ 

~ Read the Epistle for the 1Oth Sunday after Pentecost on pages 75-76 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ JULY 2 ~ 

r- ~ The Depositon of the Robe ~ 
~ of the Holy Mother of God at Blachernae ~ 
~ Hebrews 9: 1-7 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for Akathist Saturday on pages 189-190 ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ JULY 5 ~ 
~ St. Athanasius of Mt. Athos ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Galatians 5: 22 thru 6: 2 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for Saturday of the 27th Week after Pentecost on ~ 
@! page 133 @! 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- 1 I 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ SUNDAY BETWEEN JULY 13 - 19 ~ 
~ Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical Councils ~ 
~ (Especially that of Chalcedon) ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Hebrews 13: 7-16 ~ 
~ Brethren: Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to ~ ___. 
~ you; consider how their lives ended, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ ~ 
~ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. ~ -

~ Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teaching. It is good to ~ 
~ have our hearts strengthened by the grace of God and not by foods ~ --1 

~ which are useless to those who take them as a standard for living. We ~ 
~ have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right ~ I to eat. The bodies of the animals whose blood is brought into the sane- ~ ..._..... 
~ tuary by the high priest as a sin offering are burned outside the camp. ~ 
~ Therefore Jesus died outside the gate, to sanctify the people by his own ~ 
~ blood. Let us go to him outside the camp, bearing the insult which he ~ 
~ bore. For here we have no lasting city; we are seeking one which is to ~ 
~ come. Through him let us continually offer God a sacrifice of praise, ~ 
~ that is, the fruit of lips which acknowledge his name. Do not neglect ~ 
~ good deeds and generosity; God is pleased by sacrifices of that kind. ~ ......-

~ ~ 
~ JULY 15 ~ 
~ St. Vladimir the Great, ~ _. 
~ Grand Duke and Equal-to-the-Apostles ~ 
~ Galatians 1 : 11-24 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: I assure you, the gospel I proclaimed to you Is no mere ~ 
~ human invention. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I schooled ~ 
~ in it. It came by revelation from Jesus Christ. You have heard, I know, the ~ 
~ story of my former way of life in Judaism. You know that I went to ex- ~ 
~ tremes in persecuting the Church of God and tried to destroy it; I made ~ 
~ progress in Jewish observance far beyond most of my contemporaries, ~ 
~ in my excess of zeal to live out all the traditions of my ancestors. ~ 
~ But the time came when he who had set me apart before I was born ~ 
~ and called me by his favor chose to reveal his Son to me, that I might ~ -J 

~ spread among the Gentiles the good tidings concerning him. lmmedi- ~ 
~ ately, without seeking human advisers or even going to Jerusalem to ~ 
~ see those who were apostles before me, I went off to Arabia (A-ray-bi-a) ; ~ .........J 

~ later I returned to Damascus (Da-mass-kus). Three years after that I went ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ up to Jerusalem to get to know Cephas (Se-fas), with whom I stayed fif- ~ 
r ~ teen days. I did not meet any other apostles except James, the brother ~ 

~ of the Lord. ~ 
r- ~ I declare before God that what I have just written is true. Thereafter ~ 

~ I entered the regions of Syria and Cilicia (Sih-lish-a). The communities of ~ 
~ Christ in Judea had no idea what I looked like; they had only heard that ~ 

r- ~ "he who was formerly persecuting us is now preaching the faith he tried ~ 
~ to destroy," and they gave glory to God on my account. ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ JULY 20 ~ 
~ The Holy Prophet St. Elias ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ James 5: 1 0-20 ~ 

.-- ~ Brethren, as your models in suffering hardships and in patience take ~ 
~ the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Those who have en- ~ 
~ dured we call blessed. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and ~ 

,...._ ~ have seen what the Lord, who is compassionate and merciful, did in ~ 
~ the end. ~ 

r- ~ Above all else, my brethren, you must not swear an oath, any oath ~ 
~ at all, either "by heaven" or "by earth." Rather, let it be "yes" if you mean ~ 
~ yes and "no" if you mean no. In this way you will not incur condemna- ~ 

~ tion. ~ 
~ If anyone among you is suffering hardship, he must pray. If a person ~ 

-- ~ is in good spirits, he should sing a hymn of praise. Is there anyone sick ~ 
~ among you? He should ask for the presbyters (pres-bi-terz) of the church. ~ 

,...._ ~ They in turn are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the Name [of ~ 
~ the Lord.] This prayer uttered in faith will reclaim the one who is ill, and ~ 
~ the Lord will restore him to health. If he has committed any sins, forgive- ~ 

r--" ~ ness will be his. Hence, declare your sins to one another, and pray for ~ 
~ one another, that you may find healing. ~ 

~ The fervent petition of a holy man is powerful indeed. Elijah was only ~ 
~ ~ a man like us, yet he prayed earnestly that it would not rain and no rain ~ 

~ fell on the land for three years and six months. When he prayed again, ~ 
.-- ~ the sky burst forth with rain and the land produced its crop. ~ 

~ My brethren, the case may arise among you of someone straying ~ 
,...._.., ~ from the truth, and of another bringing him back. Remember this: the ~ 

~ person who brings a sinner back from his way will save his soul from ~ 

~ death and cancel a multitude of sins. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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JULY 24 

SS. Boris and Gleb, Martyrs 

Romans 8: 28-39 

Brethren: We know that God makes all things work together for the 
good of those who have called according to his decree. Those whom 
he foreknew he predestined to share in the image of his Son, that the 
Son might be the first-born of many brothers. Those he predestined he 
likewise called; those he called he also justified; and those he justified 
he in turn glorified. What shall we say after that? If God is for us, who 
can be against us? Is it possible that he who did not spare his own Son 
but handed him over for the sake of us all will not grant us all things 
besides? Who shall bring a charge against God's chosen ones? God, 
who justifies? Who shall condemn them? Christ Jesus, who died or 
rather was raised up, who is at the right hand of God and who inter
cedes for us? 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Trial, or distress, or 
persecution, or hunger, or nakedness, or danger, or the sword? As 
Scripture says: "For your sake we are being slain all the day long; we are 
looked upon as sheep to be slaughtered." Yet in all this we are more 
than conquerors because of him who has loved us. For I am certain that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor principalities, neither the pres
ent nor the future, nor powers, neither height nor depth nor any other 
creature, will be able to separate us from the love of God that comes to 
us in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

JULY 25 
The Dormition of St. Anne, 

Mother of the Most Holy Mother of God 

Galatians 4: 22-31 
Read the Epistle for September 23rd on page 204 

AUGUST 1 
Procession of the Venerable and life-giving Cross 

AND 
The Seven Holy Maccabee Brothers, Martyrs 

For the Feast of the Cross: 1st Corinthians 1 : 18-24 
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Brethren: The message of the cross is complete absurdity to those 
who are headed for ruin, but to us who are experiencing salvation it is 
the power of God. Scripture says, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and thwart the cleverness of the clever." Where is the wise man to be 
found? Where the scribe? Where is the master of worldly argument? 
Has not God turned the wisdom of this world into folly? Since in God's 
wisdom the world did not come to know him through "wisdom," it 
pleased God to save those who believe through the absurdity of the 
preaching of the gospel. Yes, Jews demand "signs" and Greeks look 
for "wisdom," but we preach Christ crucified-a stumbling block to 
Jews, and an absurdity to Gentiles; but to those who are called, Jews 
and Greeks alike, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

For the Martyrs: Hebrews 11 : 33 thru 12: 2a 
Read the Epistle for 1st Sunday after Pentecost on pages 40-41 

For the Blessing of Water: Hebrews 2: 11-18 
Read the Epistle for the 6th Hour of Great Friday on page 196 

AUGUST 6 
The Holy Transfiguration of Our Lord, 

God and Savior, Jesus Christ 

2nd Peter 1 : 1 0-19 

Brethren, be solicitous to make your call and election permanent; 
surely those who do so will never be lost. On the contrary, your entry 
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will 
be richly provided for. 

I intend to recall these things to you constantly, even though you al
ready understand and are firmly rooted in the truth you possess. I con
sider it my duty, as long as I live, to prompt you with this reminder. I 
know, by the indications our Lord Jesus Christ has given me, how close 
is the day when I must fold my tent. I shall press to have you recall these 
things frequently after my departure. It was not by way of cleverly con
cocted myths that we taught you about the coming in power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, for we were eyewitnesses of his sovereign majesty. He re
ceived glory and praise from God the Father when that unique declara
tion came to him out of the majestic splendor: "This is my beloved Son, 
on whom my favor rests." We ourselves heard this said from heaven 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ while we were in his company on the holy mountain. Besides, we pos- ~ 
~ sess the prophetic message as something altogether reliable. Keep ~ 
~ your attention closely fixed on it, as you would on a lamp shining in a ~ ~ 
~ dark place until the first streaks of dawn appear and the morning star ~ 
~ rises in your hearts. ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ AUGUST9 ~ 
~ St. Matthias, Apostle ~ 
~ Acts 1:12-17, and 21-26 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for Monday of Bright Week on pages 1-2 ~ 

~ ~ I AUGUST15 I 
~ The Dormition of the Most Holy Mother of God ~ -...~ 
~ and Ever-virgin Mary ~ 

~ Philippians 2: 5-11 ~ 
~ Brethren: Your attitude must be that of Christ: Though he was in the ~ 
~ form of God, he did not deem equality with God something to be ~ • 
~ grasped at. Rather, he emptied himself and took the form of a slave, ~ __. 
~ being born in the likeness of men. He was known to be of human estate, ~ 
~ and it was thus that he humbled himself, obediently accepting even ~ -... 
~ death, death on a cross! Because of this, God highly exalted him and ~ 
~ bestowed on him the name above every other name, so that at Jesus' ~ 
~ name every knee must bend in the heavens, on the earth, and under ~ 
~ the earth, and every tongue proclaim to the glory of God the Father: ~ 
~ JESUS CHRIST IS LORD! ~ 
~ ~ 
~ AUGUST16 ~ 
~ The Translation of the Miraculously Formed Icon ~ -...J 

~ of Our Lord Jesus Christ ~ 
~ (Called the Holy Veil) ~ 
~ Galatians 3: 23 thru 4: 5 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for Thursday of the 15th Week after Pentecost on ~ __.J 

~ p~e~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ I I AUGUST29 I 
~ ~ The Beheading of St. John The Baptist, ~ 

~ Prophet and Forerunner ~ 
~ ~ 

-- ~ Acts 13: 25-33 ~ 
~ In those days Paul spoke to the Israelites saying: "As John's career ~ 

......- ~ was coming to an end, he would say, 'What you suppose me to be I am ~ 
~ not. Rather, look for the one who comes after me. I am not worthy to un- ~ 
~ fasten the sandals on his feet. • My brethren, children of the family of ~ 

r-- ~ Abraham and you others who reverence our God, it was to us that this ~ 
~ message of salvation was sent forth. The inhabitants of Jerusalem and ~ 

,...._ ~ their rulers failed to recognize [Jesus], and in condemning him they ful- ~ 
~ filled the words of the prophets which we read sabbath after sabbath. ~ 
~ Even though they found no charge against him which deserved death, ~ 

,...._ ~ they begged Pilate to have him executed. Once they had thus brought ~ 
~ about all that had been written of him, they took him down from the tree ~ 

..-- ~ and laid him in a tomb. Yet God raised him from the dead, and for many ~ 
~ days thereafter Jesus appeared to those who had come up with him ~ 
~ from Galilee to Jerusalem. These are his witnesses now before the peo- ~ 

-- ~ pie. ~ 
~ "We ourselves announce to you the good news that what God prom- ~ 
~ ised our fathers he has fulfilled for us, their children, in raising up Jesus, ~ 
~ according to what is written in the second psalm, 'You are my son; this ~ 
@! day I have begotten you.' " @! 

- ~ ~ 
~ AUGUST31 ~ 
~ The Deposition of the Cincture of the Holy Mother of God ~ 
~ at Constantinople ~ 

~ Hebrews 9: 1-7 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for Akathist Saturday on pages 189-190 ~ 

-- 1 I 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ THE EPISTLES FOR ~ 
~ ~ I CERTAIN CLASSES OF SAINTS I 
~ ~ ~ I AND FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS I -
~ ~ ~ FEASTDAYS OF THE MOST HOLY MOTHER OF GOD ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Philippians 2: 5-11 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for September 8th on page 202 ~ 
~ ~ ~ OR THE FOLLOWING: ~ 
~ Hebrews 9: 1 -7 ~ -.i 

~ Read the Epistle for Akathist Saturday on pages 189-190 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -
~ ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS ~ 
~ ~ ' ~ Hebrews 2: 2-10 ~ -

~ Read the Epistle for September 6th on page 201 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ HOLY PROPHETS ~ 
~ ~ -~ 1st Corinthians 14: 20-25 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for Saturday of the 17th Week after Pentecost on ~ 
~ page 100 ~ -.. 

~ ~ 
~ OR THE FOLLOWING: ~ _.. 

~ Hebrews 6: 13-20 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for the 4th Sunday of Lent on pages 186-187 ~ _ 

~ OR THE FOLLOWING: ~ 
~ ~ ~ James 5: 1 0-20 ~ -
~ Read the Epistle for July 20th on page 239 ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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A HOLY APOSTLE 

1st Corinthians 4: 9-16 
Read the Epistle for the 10th Sunday after Pentecost on pages 75-76 

SEVERAL HOLY APOSTLES 

1st Corinthians 4: 9-16 
Read the Epistle for the 1Oth Sunday after Pentecost on pages 75-76 

OR THE FOLLOWING: 

Ephesians 4: 7-13 
Read the Epistle for the Sunday after Theophany on page 226 

A BISHOP OR ARCHBISHOP 

Hebrews 7: 26 thru 8: 2 
Read the Epistle for November 13th on page 210 

SEVERAL BISHOPS OR ARCHBISHOPS 

Hebrews 13: 17-21 
Read the Epistle for December 6th on page 212 

A VENERABLE SAINT 

Galatians 5: 22 thru 6: 2 
Read the Epistle for Saturday of the 27th Week after Pentecost on 
page 133 

SEVERAL VENERABLE SAINTS 

1st Corinthians 4: 9-16 
Read the Epistle for the 10th Sunday after Pentecost on pages 75-76 



............ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ OR THE FOLLOWING: ~ 
~ Galatians 5: 22 thru 6: 2 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for Saturday of the 27th Week after Pentecost on ~ 

~ page 133 ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ A MARTYR ~ _j 

~ 2nd Timothy 2: 1-10 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle for October 26th on page 208 ~ ........... 

~ ~ 
I SEVERAL HOLY MARTYRS 1---' 
~ Romans 8: 28-39 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Read the Epistle for July 24th on page 240 ~ _j 

I OR THE FOLLOWING: I 
~ Hebrews 11 : 33 thru 12: 2a ~ ........~ 
~ Read the Epistle tor the First Sunday affer Pentecost on pages 40-4 t ~ ___, 

~ ~ 
I A BISHOP-PRIEST MARTYR I ___. 
~ Hebrews 13: 7-16 ~ 
~ Read the Epistle tor Sunday between July t3-19 on page238 ~ ~ 
I OR THE FOLLOWING: I 
~ Philippians 3: 20 thru 4: 3 ~ 
~ Brethren: As you well know, we have our citizenship in heaven; it is ~ 
~ from there that we eagerly await the coming of our Savior, the Lord ~ ........... 
~ Jesus Christ. He will give new form to this lowly body of ours and re- ~ 
~ make it according to the pattern of his glorified body, by his power to ~ __. 
~ subject everything to himself. ~ 

~ For this reason, my brethren, you whom I so love and long for, you ~ 
~ who are my joy and my crown, my dear ones, to stand firm in the Lord. ~ ........~ 
~ I plead with Evodia (ih-voh-di-a) just as I do with Syntyche (Sin-ti-kih): come ~ 
~ to some mutual understanding in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you, too, my ~ 
~ dependable fellow worker, to go to their aid; they have struggled at my ~ ___, 

~ ~ -
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~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ side in promoting the gospel, along with Clement and the others who ~ 
_..... ~ have labored with me, whose names are in the book of life. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ SEVERAL BISHOP-PRIEST MARTYRS ~ 

- ~ ~ §! Hebrews 4: 14 thru 5: 1 0 f§l 
~ ~ r-- ~ Read the Epistle for November 12th on page 209 ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ -- ~ A MONK OR NUN MARTYR ~ 

~ 2nd Timothy 1: 8-18 ~ 
~ Timothy, my son: Never be ashamed of your testimony to our Lord, ~ 
~ nor of me, a prisoner for his sake; but with strength which comes from ~ 

r- ~ God bear your share of the hardship which the gospel entails. ~ 
~ God has saved us and has called us to a holy life, not because of any ~ 

__... ~ merit of ours but according to his own design-the grace held out to us ~ 
~ in Christ Jesus before the world began but now made manifest through ~ 
~ the appearance of our Savior. He has robbed death of its power and ~ 

- ~ has brought life and immortality into clear light through the gospel. In ~ 
~ the service of this gospel I have been appointed preacher and apostle ~ 

_ ~ and teacher, and for its sake I undergo present hardships. But I am not ~ 
~ ashamed, for I know him in whom I have believed, and I am confident ~ 
~ that he is able to guard what has been entrusted to me until that Day. ~ 

r- ~ Take as a model of sound teaching what you have heard me say, in faith ~ 
~ and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the rich deposit of faith with the help of ~ 

,_ ~ the Holy Spirit who dwells within us. ~ 
~ You know that all in Asia, including even Phygelus (Figh-je-lus) and Her- ~ 
~ mogenes (Her-moj-a-neez), have turned their backs on me. May the Lord ~ 

.-- ~ have mercy on the family of Onesiphorus (On-eh-sit-o-rus) ,because he has ~ 
~ often given me new heart and has not been ashamed of me, even in my ~ 
~ chains. When he was in Rome, he sought me out earnestly and found ~ 

.....-- ~ me. When he stands before the Lord on the great Day, may the Lord ~ 
~ grant him mercy! And the many services he has performed for Christ in ~ 
~ Ephesus (Et-eh-sus) you know even better than I. ~ 
~ ~ 

- 1 I 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
I I 
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SEVERAL MONK OR NUN MARTYRS 

Romans 8: 28-39 
Read the Epistle for July 24th on page 240 

OR THE FOLLOWING: 

Hebrews 1 0: 32-38a 
Read the Epistle for Saturday of the 3rd Week of Lent on pages 182-183 

HOLY WOMEN MARTYRS 

2nd Corinthians 6: 1-1 0 
Read the Epistle for the 16th Sunday after Pentecost on pages 97-98 

OR THE FOLLOWING: 

Galatians 3: 23-29 
Read the first paragraph of the Epistle for 

Thursday of the 15th Week after Pentecost on page 92 

NUN MARTYRS OR VIRGINS 

Galatians 3: 23-29 
Read the first paragraph of the Epistle for 

Thursday of the 15th Week after Pentecost on page 92 

CONFESSORS 

Ephesians 6: 1 0-1 7 
Read the Epistle for the 27th Sunday after Pentecost on page 133 

HOLY DISPASSIONATE ONES 

1st Corinthians 12: 27 thru 13: 8 

Brethren: You are the body of Christ. Everyone of you is a member 
of it. Furthermore, God has set up in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracle workers, healers, assistants, ad
ministrators, and those who speak in tongues. Are all apostles? Are all 
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~ ~ 

,---. ~ ~ 
~ prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles or have the gift of heal- ~ 

....-- ~ ing? Do all speak in tongues, all have the gift of interpretation of ~ 
~ tongues? Set your hearts on the greater gifts. ~ 

,..._ ~ Now I will show you the way which surpasses all the others. If I speak ~ 
~ with human tongues and angelic as well, but do not have love, I am a ~ 
~ noisy gong, a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and, with ~ 

r- ~ full knowledge, comprehend all mysteries, if I have faith great enough ~ 
~ to move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give everything ~ 

_ ~ I have to feed the poor and hand over my body to be burned, but have ~ 
~ not love, I gain nothing. ~ 

~ Love is patient; love is kind. Love is not jealous, it does not put on ~ 
r- ~ airs, it is not snobbish. Love is never rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not ~ 

~ prone to anger; neither does it brood over injuries. Love does not rejoice ~ 

1 
~ in what is wrong but rejoices with the truth. There is no limit to love's for- ~ 
~ bearance, to its trust, its hope, its power to endure. Love never fails. ~ 
~ Prophecies will cease, tongues will be silent, knowledge will pass away. ~ 

,---. ~ ~ 
~ FOR ANY NECESSITY ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ Philippians 4: 4-9 ~ 
~ Brethren: Rejoice in the Lord always! I say it again. Rejoice! Every- ~ 
~ one should see how unselfish you are. The Lord is near. Dismiss all anx- ~ 
~ iety from your minds. Present your needs to God in every form of prayer ~ 
~ and in petitions full of gratitude. Then God's own peace, which is be- ~ 
~ yond all understanding, will stand guard over your hearts and minds, in ~ 
~ Christ Jesus. ~ 

r- ~ Finally, my brethren, your thoughts should be wholly directed to all ~ 
~ that is true, all that deserves respect, all that is honest, pure, admirable, ~ 

,.-- ~ decent, virtuous, or worthy of praise. Live according to what you have ~ 
~ learned and accepted, what you have heard me say and seen me do. ~ 
~ Then will the God of peace be with you. ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
~ MONDAY FOR THE DECEASED ~ 

- ~ ~ · · ~ Romans 14:6-9 ~ 

~ Brethren: The man who observes the day does so to honor the Lord. ~ 
r- ~ The man who eats does so to honor the Lord, and he gives thanks to ~ 

~ God. The man who does not eat abstains to honor the Lord, and he too ~ 
~ gives thanks to God. None of us lives as his own master and none of us ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ dies as his own master. While we live we are responsible to the Lord, ~ 
~ and when we die we die as his servants. Both in life and in death we are ~ 
~ the Lord's. That is why Christ died and came to life again, that he might ~ -..J 

~ be Lord of both the dead and the living. ~ 
~ ~ ~ I TUESDAY FOR THE DECEASED I 
~ 1st Corinthians 15: 39-45 ~ ...........~ 
~ Brethren: Not all bodily nature is the same. Men have one kind of ~ 
~ body, animals another. Birds are of their kind, fish are of theirs. There are ~ 
~ heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies. The splendor of the heav- ~ 
~ enly bodies is one thing, that of the earthly another. The sun has a splen- ~ 
~ dor of its own, so has the moon, and the stars have theirs. Even among ~ -....:. 
~ the stars, one differs from another in brightness. So is it with the resur- ~ 
~ rection of the dead. What is sown in the earth is subject to decay, what ~ 
~ rises is incorruptible. What is sown is ignoble, what rises is glorious. ~ __. 
~ Weakness is sown, strength rises up. A natural body is put down and a ~ 
~ spiritual body comes up. If there is a natural body, be sure there is also ~ ...._l 

~ a spiritual body. Scripture has it that Adam, the first man, became a liv- ~ 
~ ing soul; the last Adam has become a life-giving spirit. ~ ...........~ 

I WEDNESDAY FOR THE DECEASED I 
~ 2nd Corinthians 5: 1-1 Oa ~ 
~ Brethren: Indeed, we know that when the earthly tent in which we ~ 
~ dwell is destroyed we have a dwelling provided for us by God, a ~ 
~ dwelling in the heavens, not made by hands but to last forever. We ~ 
~ groan while we are here, even as we yearn to have our heavenly habi- ~ ...__. 
~ tation envelop us. This it will, provided we are found clothed and not ~ 
~ naked. While we live in our present tent we groan; we are weighed down ~ 
~ because we do not wish to be stripped naked but rather to have the ~ 
~ heavenly dwelling envelop us, so that what is mortal may be absorbed ~ 
~ by life. God has fashioned us for this very thing and has given us the ~ -...J 

~ Spirit as a pledge of it. ~ 

~ Therefore we continue to be confident. We know that while we dwell ~ 
~ in the body we are away from the Lord. We walk by faith, not by sight. ~ -...J 

~ I repeat, we are full of confidence and would much rather be away from ~ 
~ the body and at home with the Lord. This being so, we make it our aim ~ 
~ to please him whether we are with him or away from him. The lives of ~ 
~ all of us are to be revealed before the tribunal of Christ. ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY FOR THE DECEASED ~ 

r- ~ 1st Corinthians 15: 20-28 ~ 
r""""""' I Brethren: Christ is now raised from the dead, the first fruits of those I 

~ who have fallen asleep. Death came through a man; hence the resurrec- ~ 
~ tion of the dead comes through a man also. Just as in Adam all die, so ~ 

r""""""' ~ in Christ all will come to life again, but each one in proper order: Christ ~ 
~ the first fruits and then, at his coming, all those who belong to him. After ~ 
~ that will come the end, when, after having destroyed every sovereignty, ~ 

,_ ~ authority, and power, he will hand over the kingdom to God the Father. ~ 
~ Christ must reign until God has put all enemies under his feet, and the ~ 

........ ~ last enemy to be destroyed is death. Scripture reads that God "has ~ 
~ placed all things under his feet." But when it says that everything has ~ 
~ been made subject, it is clear that he who has made everything subject ~ 

r--- ~ to Christ is excluded. When, finally, all has been subjected to the Son, ~ 
~ he will then subject himself to the One who made all things subject to ~ 

_ ~ him, so that God may be all in all. ~ 

I FRIDAY FOR THE DECEASED I 
~ 1st Corinthians 15: 47-57 ~ 
~ Brethren: The first man was of earth, formed from dust, the second ~ 
~ is from heaven. Earthly men are like the man of earth, heavenly men are ~ I like the man of heaven. Just as we resemble the man from earth, so I 

r- ~ shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. ~ 

~ This is what I mean, brethren: flesh and blood cannot inherit the king- ~ 
- ~ dom of God; no more can corruption inherit incorruption. Now I am ~ 

~ going to tell you a mystery. Not all of us shall fall asleep, but all of us are ~ 
~ to be changed-in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye, at the sound of ~ 

-- ~ the last trumpet. The trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised in- ~ 
~ corruptible, and we shall be changed. This corruptible body must be ~ 

........ ~ clothed with incorruptibility, this mortal body with immortality. When the ~ 
~ corruptible frame takes on incorruptibility and the mortal immortality, ~ 
~ then will the saying of Scripture be fulfilled: "Death is swallowed up in ~ 

~ ~ victory." "0 death, where is your victory? 0 death, where is your sting?" ~ 
~ The sting of death is sin, and sin gets its power from the law. But thanks ~ 
~ be to God who has given us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

r""""""' l I 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ SATURDAY FOR THE DECEASED ~ 

~ Thessalonians 4: 13-17 ~ 
~ Brethren: We would have you be clear about those who sleep in ~ 
~ death; otherwise you might yield to grief, like those who have no hope. ~ 
~ For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, God will bring forth with him ~ 
~ from the dead those also who have fallen asleep believing in him. We ~ 
~ say to you, as if the Lord himself had said it, that we who live, who sur- ~ 
~ vive until his coming, will in no way have an advantage over those who ~ 
~ have fallen asleep. No, the Lord himself will come down from heaven at ~ ---.J 

~ the word of command, at the sound of the archangel's voice and God's ~ 
~ trumpet; and those who have died in Christ will rise first. Then we, the ~ 
~ living, the survivors, will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet ~ __, 
~ the Lord in the air. Thenceforth we shall be with the Lord unceasingly. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ FOR THANKSGIVING ~ __. 
~ ~ . 
~ Ephesians 5: Sb-21 ~ --..~ 

~ Brethren: Live as children of light. Light produces every kind of good- ~ 
~ ness and justice and truth . Be correct in your judgment of what pleases ~ __, 
~ the Lord. Take no part in vain deeds done in darkness; rather, condemn ~ 
~ them. It is shameful even to mention the things these people do in se- ~ 
~ cret; but when such deeds are condemned they are seen in the light of ~ -.......;! 

; day, and all that then appears is light. That is why we read: "Awake, 0 ; 
~ sleeper, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light." ~ 

~ Keep careful watch over your conduct. Do not act like fools, but like ~ 
~ thoughtful men. Make the most of the present opportunity, for these are ~ 
~ evil days. Do not continue in ignorance, but try to discern the will of the ~ __. 
~ Lord. Avoid getting drink on wine; that leads to debauchery (di-bock-eh- ~ 
~ ree). Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and ~ 
~ hymns and inspired songs. Sing praise to the Lord with all your hearts. ~ 
~ Give thanks to God the Father always and for everything in the name of ~ 
~ our Lord Jesus Christ. Defer to one another out of reverence for Christ. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ FOR THE SICK ~ 

~ James 5: 1 0-20 ~ 
~ Brethren, as your models in suffering hardships and in patience take ~ 
~ the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Those who have en- ~ -.....~ 
~ dured we call blessed. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and ~ 
~ ~ __, 
~ ~ 
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r ~ ~ 
l. ~ ~ 

~ have seen what the Lord, who is compassionate and merciful, did in ~ 
~ the end. ~ 
~ Above all else, my brethren, you must not swear an oath, any oath ~ 
~ at all, either "by heaven" or "by earth." Rather, let it be "yes" if you mean ~ 
~ yes and "no" if you mean no. In this way you will not incur condemna- ~ 

~ tion. ~ 
~ If anyone among you is suffering hardship, he must pray. If a person ~ 
~ is in good spirits, he should sing a hymn of praise. Is there anyone sick ~ 

I"' ~ among you? He should ask for the presbyters (pres-bi-terz) of the church. ~ 
~ They in turn are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the Name [of ~ 
~ the Lord.] This prayer uttered in faith will reclaim the one who is ill, and ~ 
~ the Lord will restore him to health. If he has committed any sins, forgive- ~ 
~ ness will be his. Hence, declare your sins to one another, and pray for ~ 

r- ~ one another, that you may find healing. ~ 
~ The fervent petition of a holy man is powerful indeed. Elijah was only ~ 
~ a man like us, yet he prayed earnestly that it would not rain and no rain ~ 
~ fell on the land for three years and six months. When he prayed again, ~ 
~ the sky burst forth with rain and the land produced its crop. ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ My brethren, the case may arise among you of someone straying ~ 
~ from the truth, and of another bringing him back. Remember this: the ~ 

,--. ~ person who brings a sinner back from his way will save his soul from ~ 
~ death and cancel a multitude of sins. ~ 

~ ~ r ~ FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS ~ 
~ ~ ~ Romans 7: 22-25a ~ 

~ Brethren: My inner self agrees with the law of God, but I see in my ~ 
~ body's members another law at war with the law of my mind; this makes ~ 

1 ~ me the prisoner of the law of sin in my members. What a wretched man ~ 
l. ~ I am! Who can free me from this body under the power of death? All ~ 

~ praise to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord! ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ FOR OBTAINING GRACE FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT ~ 
~ ~ Philippians 2: 12-16 ~ 

~ My dearly beloved, obedient as always to my urging, work with anx- ~ 
,--. ~ ious concern to achieve your salvation, not only when I happen to be ~ 

~ with you but all the more now that I am absent. It is God who, in his ~ 
r-- ~ good will toward you, begets in you any measure of desire or achieve- ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ment. In everything you do, act without grumbling or arguing; prove ~ 
~ ~ 
~ yourselves innocent and straightforward, children of God beyond re- ~ 
~ proach in the midst of a twisted and depraved generation - among ~ ---1 

~ whom you shine like the stars in the sky while holding fast to the word ~ 
~ of life. As I look to the Day of Christ, you give me cause to boast that I ~ 
~ did not run the race in vain or work to no purpose. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ FOR PILGRIMS AND TRAVELERS ~ ---1 

~ ~ 
~ Acts 8: 26-39 ~ 
~ In those days, an angel of the Lord then addressed himself to Philip: ~ 
~ ~ 
~ "Head south toward the road which goes from Jerusalem to Gaza, the ~ 
~ desert route." Philp began the journey. It happened that an Ethiopian ~ --l 

~ eunuch (Ee-thee-ope- ih-an yoo-nuk) , a court official in charge of the entire ~ 
~ treasury of Candace (Kan-da-sih) (a name meaning queen) of the Ethiopi- ~ 
~ ans, had come on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and was returning home. ~ 
~ He was sitting in his carriage reading the prophet Isaiah. The Spirit said ~ 
~ to Philip, "Go and catch up with that carriage." Philip ran ahead and ~ 
~ heard the man reading the prophet Isaiah. He said to the eunuch, "Do ~ 
~ you really grasp what you are reading?" "How can I," the man replied, ~ 
~ "unless someone explains it to me?" With that, he invited Philip to get ~ 
~ in and sit down beside him. This was the passage of Scripture he was ~ 
~ ~ 
~ reading: "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, like a lamb before its ~ 
~ shearer he was silent and opened not his mouth. In his humiliation he ~ 
~ was deprived of justice. Who will ever speak of his posterity, for he is ~ 
~ deprived of his life on earth?" The eunuch (yoo-nuk) said to Philip, "Tell me, ~ 
~ if you will, of whom the prophet says this himself or someone else?" ~ 
~ Philip launched out with this Scripture passage as his starting point, ~ 
~ telling him the good news of Jesus. As they moved along the road they ~ 
~ came to some water, and the eunuch said, "Look, there is some water ~ 
~ right there. What is to keep me from being baptized?" He ordered the ~ 
~ carriage stopped, and Philip went down into the water with the eunuch ~ 
~ and baptized him. When they came out of ·the water, the Spirit of the ~ 
~ Lord snatched Philip away and the eunuch saw him no more. Never- ~ __. 

~ ~ 
~ 

theless the man went on his way rejoicing. 
~ 

~ ~ 
...__.. 

~ IN TIME OF DROUGHT ~ 
~ James 5:7-9 and 17-18 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Brethren: Be patient, therefore, until the coming of the Lord. See how ~ 
~ ~ ...._,J 

~ ~ 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ the farmer awaits the precious yield of the soil. He looks forward to it ~ 

r- ~ patiently while the soil receives the winter and the spring rains. You, ~ 
~ too, must be patient. Steady your hearts, because the coming of the ~ 
~ Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, my brethren, lest ~ 
~ you be condemned. See! The judge stands at the gate. ~ 
~ •Elijah was only a man like us, yet he prayed earnestly that it would ~ 
~ not rain and no rain fell on the land for three years and six months. When ~ 
~ he prayed again, the sky burst forth with rain and the land produced its ~ 

~ ~ l ~ crop. ~ 

I IN TIME OF BAD WEATHER I 
~ Romans 8: 22-27 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Brethren: We know that all creation groans and is in agony even until ~ 
~ now. Not only that, but we ourselves, although we have the Spirit as ~ 
~ first fruits, groan inwardly while we await the redemption of our bodies. ~ 

,.......... ~ In hope we were saved. But hope is not hope if its object is seen; how ~ 
~ is it possible for one to hope for what he sees? And hoping for what we ~ 
~ cannot see means awaiting it with patient endurance. ~ 

~ ~ The Spirit too helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to ~ 
~ pray as we ought; but the Spirit himself makes intercession for us with ~ 

r- ~ groanings that cannot be expressed in speech. He who searches hearts ~ 
~ knows what the Spirit means, for the Spirit intercedes for the saints as ~ 
~ God himself wills. ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ FOR DELIVERY FROM DEATH IN TIME OF PESTILENCE ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ Hebrews 12: 6-13 ~ 

~ Brethren: [Scripture says,] "Whom the Lord loves, he disciplines; he ~ 
........... ~ scourges every son he receives." Endure your trials as the discipline of ~ 

~ God, who deals with you as sons. For what son is there whom his fa- ~ 
_ ~ ther does not discipline? If you do not know the discipline of sons, you ~ 

~ are not sons but bastards. If we respected our earthly fathers who cor- ~ 
~ rected us, should we not all the more submit to the Father of spirits, ~ 

- ~ and live? They disciplined us as seemed right to them, to prepare us for ~ 
~ the short span of mortal life; but God does so for our true profit, that we ~ 

_ ~ may share his holiness. At the time it is administered, all discipline ~ 
~ seems a cause for grief and not for joy, but later it brings forth the fruit ~ 
~ of peace and justice to those who are trained in its school. So ~ 

--- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ _... 

~ strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees. Make straight ~ 
~ the paths you walk on, that your halting limbs may not be dislocated but ~ 
~ healed. ~ ......_j 

~ ~ 
~ FOR AN INCREASE OF LOVE ~ __.. 
~ AND ~ 
~ FOR THE EXTIRPATION OF HATRED AND ALL EVIL ~ 
~ ~ ...__. 

~ 1st John 3: 1 Ob-24 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Dearly beloved: No one whose actions are unholy belongs to God, ~ 
~ nor anyone who fails to love his brother. This, remember, is the mes- ~ 
~ sage you heard from the beginning: we should love one another. We ~ 
~ should not follow the example of Cain who belonged to the evil one and ~ ___.. 

~ killed his brother. Why did he kill him? Because his own deeds were ~ 
~ wicked while his brother's were just. No need, then, brothers, to be sur- ~ 
~ prised if the world hates you. That we have passed from death to life we ~ 
~ know because we love the brothers. The man who does not love is ~ 
~ among the living dead. Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and ~ ___.. 

~ ~ 
~ 

you know that eternal life abides in no murderer's heart. 
~ 

~ The way we came to understand love was that [Jesus] laid down his ~ 
~ life for us; we too must lay down our lives for our brothers. I ask you, ~ 
~ how can God's love survive in a man who has enough of this world's ~ 
~ goods yet closes his heart to his brother when he sees him in need? ~ 
~ Little children, let us love in deed and in truth and not merely talk ~ 
~ ~ 
~ about it. This is our way of knowing we are committed to the truth and ~ ............. 

~ are at peace before him no matter what our consciences may charge us ~ 
~ with; for God is greater than our hearts and all is known to him. f§l 

~ ---~ Beloved, if our consciences have nothing to charge us with, we can ~ ~ be sure that God is with us and that we will receive at his hands what- ~ ~ ever we ask. Why? Because we are keeping his commandments and ~ ~ doing what is pleasing in his sight. His commandment is this: we are to ~ ~ believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and are to love one another ~ ~ as he commanded us. Those who keep his commandments remain in ~ ~ 
~ him and he in them. And this is how we know that he remains in us: ~ 
~ from the Spirit that he gave us. ~ 
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~ ~ -



+•+ 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ FOR PEACE IN TIMES OF REVOLUTION ~ 

r- ~ 2nd Corinthians 13: 9-13 ~ 
,..._ ~ Brethren: We even rejoice when we are weak and you are strong. Our ~ 
. ~ prayer is that you may be built up to completion. I am writing in this ~ 

~ way while away from you, so that when I am with you I may not have to ~ 
,..-- ~ exercise with severity the authority the Lord has given me-authority ~ 
• ~ to build up rather than to destroy. And now, brethren, I must say good- ~ 

~ bye. Mend your ways. Encourage one another. Live in harmony and ~ 
.-- ~ peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one an- ~ 

~ other with a holy kiss. All the holy ones send greetings to you. The grace ~ 
,..-- ~ of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the ~ 
~ ~ Holy Spirit be with you all! ~ 

~ ~ 
I ~ FOR VICTORY IN TIME OF WAR ~ 

~ Hebrews 11 : 33 thru 12: 2a ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ Brethren: By faith [the Saints] conquered kingdoms, did what was ~ 

~ just, obtained the promises; they broke the jaws of lions, put out rag- ~ 
........- ~ ing fires, escaped the devouring sword; though weak they were made ~ 

~ powerful, became strong in battle, and turned back foreign invaders. ~ 
~ Women received back their dead through resurrection. Others were tor- ~ 
~ tured and would not receive deliverance, in order to obtain a better res- ~ 
~ urrection. Still others endured mockery, scourging, even chains and ~ 

I ~ imprisonment. They were stoned, sawed in two, put to death at sword's ~ 
. ~ point; they went about garbed in the skins of sheep or goats, needy, af- ~ 

~ ~ ~ flicted, tormented. The world was not worthy of them. They wandered ~ 
r--- ~ about in deserts and on mountains, they dwelt in caves and in holes of ~ 

~ the earth. Yet despite the fact that all of these were approved because ~ 
r--- ~ of their faith, they did not obtain what had been promised. God had ~ 

~ made a better plan, a plan which included us. Without us, they were ~ 
@! not to be made perfect. @! 

.-- ~ ~ ~ Therefore, since we for our part are surrounded by this cloud of wit- ~ 
~ nesses, let us lay aside every encumbrance of sin which clings to us ~ 

,..-- ~ and persevere in running the race which lies ahead; let us keep our eyes ~ 
. ~ fixed on Jesus, who inspires and perfects our faith. ~ 

~ ~ 
r- ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
- ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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FOR THE CONSECRATION OF AN ALTAR 
OR 

FOR THE DEDICATION OF A CHURCH 

Hebrews 3: 1 -4 

Brethren: You holy ones who share a heavenly calling, fix your eyes 
on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we acknowledge in faith, 
who was faithful to him who appointed him. Moses, too, "was faithful in 
all God's household," but Jesus is more worthy of honor than Moses, as 
the founder of a house is more honorable than the house itself. Every 
house is founded by someone, but God is the founder of all. 

FOR THE WELFARE OF A CHURCH 

1st Peter 4: 12-19 

Dearly beloved: Do not be surprised that a trial by fire is occurring in 
your midst. It is a test for you, but it should not catch you off guard. Re
joice instead, in the measure that you share Christ's sufferings. When 
his glory is revealed, you will rejoice exultantly. Happy are you when 
you are insulted for the sake of Christ, for then God's Spirit in its glory 
has come to rest on you . See to it that none of you suffers for being a 
murderer, a thief, a malefactor, or a destroyer of another's rights. If any
one suffers for being a Christian, however, he ought not to be ashamed. 
He should rather glorify God in virtue of that name. The season of judg
ment has begun, and begun with God's own household. If it begins this 
way with us, what must be the end for those who refuse obedience to 
the gospel of God? And if the just man is saved only with difficulty, what 
is to become of the godless and the sinner? Accordingly, let those who 
suffer as God's will requires continue in good deeds, and entrust their 
lives to a faithful Creator. 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ I OLD TESTAMENT READINGS I 
~ ~ 

r- ~ FOR GREAT LENT ~ . ~ ~ 

...-. I AND THE LITURGICAL YEAR I 
~ ~ 
~ MONDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

· ~ ~ 
~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 

~ ~ Isaiah 1: 1-20 ~ 
. ~ F ~ 

ii!l or the Vespers: ii!l 

_..... ~ 1st READING: Genesis 1: 1-13 ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 1: 1-20 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ TUESDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

__.. ~ ~ 
~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 

~ Isaiah 1: 19 thru 2:3 ~ 
r- ~ For the Vespers: ~ 

~ ~ _.... ~ 1st READING: Genesis 1: 14-23 ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 1:20-33 ~ 

-- I WEDNESDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT I 
~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ Isaiah 2: 3-11 ~ 

~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ 

-- ~ 1st READING: Genesis 1: 24 thru 2: 3 ~ 
~ ~ ~ Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures: ~ 
~ cattle, creeping things, and wild animals of all kinds." And so it hap- ~ 
~ pened: God made all kinds of wild animals, all kinds of cattle, and all ~ 

r ~ kinds of creeping things of the earth. God saw how good it was. Then ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ----~ God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them ~ 
~ have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cat- ~ 
~ tie, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl on the ~ -
~ ground." ~ 
~ ~ 
~ God created man in his image; in the divine image he created him; ~ --
~ male and female he created them. God blessed them, saying: "Be fer- ~ 
~ tile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the ~ 
~ fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that move on ~ -
~ the earth." God also said: "See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all ~ 
!§! over the earth and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your !§! 
~ food; and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air, and all the ~ 
!§! living creatures that crawl on the ground, I give all the green plants for !§! 
~ food." And so it happened. God looked at everything he had made, and ~ ___. 
~ he found it very good. Evening came, and morning followed-the sixth ~ I day. I 
~ Thus the heavens and the earth and all their array were completed. ~ 
@l Since on the seventh day God was finished with the work he had been @l 

~ ~ ~ ~ doing, he rested on the seventh day from all the work he had under- ~ 
~ taken. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on ~ 
~ it he rested from all the work he had done in creation. ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 2: 1-22 ~ 

~ My son, if you receive my words and treasure my commands, turn- ~ --..~ 
~ ing your ear to wisdom, inclining your heart to understanding; yes, if ~ 
~ you call to intelligence, and to understanding raise your voice; if you ~ .....__. 
~ seek her like silver, and like hidden treasures search her out: then will ~ 
~ you understand the fear of the Lord; the knowledge of God you will find; ~ 
~ for the Lord gives wisdom, from his mouth come knowledge and un- ~ __ 
~ derstanding; he has counsel in store for the upright, he is the shield of ~ 
~ those who walk honestly, guarding the paths of justice, protecting the ~ 
~ way of his pious ones. ~ .....__. 

~ Then you will understand rectitude and justice, honesty, every good ~ 
~ path; for wisdom will enter your heart, knowledge will please your soul, ~ ___. 
~ discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you; saving you ~ 
!§! from the way of evil men, from men of perverse speech, who leave the !§! 
~ straight paths to walk in ways of darkness, who delight in doing evil, ~ _, 
~ rejoice in perversity; whose ways are crooked and devious their paths; ~ 
~ saving you from the wife of another, from the adulteress with her smooth ~ __. 
~ words, who forsakes the companion of her youth and forgets the pact ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ -
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ with her God; for her path sinks down to death, and her footsteps lead ~ 

.......- ~ to the shades; none who enter thereon come back again, or gain the ~ 
~ paths of life. ~ 

~"' ~ Thus you may walk in the way of good men, and keep to the paths ~ 
~ of the just. For the upright will dwell in the land, the honest will remain ~ 
~ in it; but the wicked will be cut off from the land, the faithless will be ~ 

r- ~ rooted out of it. ~ 
~ ~ 

..._ ~ THURSDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT ; 

~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 
r---' ~ Isaiah 2: 11-21 ~ 

~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ ~ --- ~ 1st READING: Genesis 2:4-19 ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 3: 1-18 ~ 
- ~ ~ ~ FRIDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ ~ .-- ~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 

~ Isaiah 3: 1-14 ~ 
- ~ ~ " · · ~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ 

~ 1st READING: Genesis 2: 20 thru 3: 20 ~ 
.......- ~ At that time the man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of the ~ 

~ air, and all the wild animals; but none proved to be the suitable partner ~ 
,...._ ; for the man. So the Lord God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while ~ 

~ he was asleep, God took out one of the man's ribs and closed up its ~ 
~ place with flesh. The Lord God then built up Into a woman the rib that ~ 

I ~ he had taken from the man. When God brought her to the man, the man ~ 
~ said: "This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this ~ 

1 
~ one shall be called 'woman,' for out of 'her man' this one has been ~ 
~ taken. ~ 
~ That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his ~ 

r- ~ wife, and the two of them become one body. The man and his wife were ~ 
~ both naked, yet they felt no shame. ; 

r ~ Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the animals that the ~ 
~ Lord God had made. The serpent asked the woman, "Did God really tell ~ 
~ you not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?" The woman an- ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ swered the serpent: "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; ~ 
~ it is only about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden that God ~ _J 
~ said, 'You shall not eat it or even touch it, lest you die.' " But the serpent ~ 
~ said to the woman: "You certainly will not die! No, God knows well that ~ 
~ the moment you eat of it you will be like gods who know what is good ~ ___. 
~ and what is bad." The woman saw that the tree was good for food, ~ 
~ pleasing to the eyes, and desirable for gaining wisdom. So she took ~ 
~ some of its fruit and ate it; and she also gave some to her husband, ~ ~ 
~ who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were ~ 
~ opened, and they realized that they were naked; so they sewed fig ~ -..J 

~ leaves together and make loincloths for themselves. ~ 

~ When they heard the sound of the Lord God moving about in the ~ 
~ garden at the breezy time of the day, the man and his wife hid them- ~ ......J 

~ selves from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. The Lord God ~ 
~ then called to the man and asked him, "Where are you?" He answered, ~ -J 

~ "I heard you in the garden; but I was afraid, because I was naked, so I ~ 
~ hid myself." Then the Lord God asked, "Who told you that you were ~ 
~ naked? You have eaten, then, from the tree of which I had forbidden ~ -
~ you to eat!" The man replied, "The woman whom you put here with me- ~ 
~ she gave me fruit from the tree, and so I ate it." The Lord God then ~ 
~ asked the woman, "Why did you do such a thing?" The woman an- ~ 
~ swered, "The serpent tricked me into it, so I ate it." ~ 

~ Then the Lord God said to the serpent: "Because you have done this, ~ --J 

~ you shall be banned from all the animals and from all the wild creatures; ~ 
~ on your belly shall you crawl, and dirt shall you eat all the days of your ~ 
~ life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your ~ 
~ offspring and hers; he will strike at your head, while you strike at his ~ 
~ heel." ~ __. 

~ To the woman he said: "I will intensify the pangs of your childbear- ~ 
~ ing; in pain shall you bring forth children. Yet your urge shall be for your ~ 
~ husband, and he shall be your master." ~ 

~ To the man God said: "Because you I istened to your wife and ate ~ ___, 
~ from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat, "Cursed be the ground ~ 
~ because of you! In toil shall you eat its yield all the days of your life. ~ 
~ Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to you, as you eat of the plants ~ __. 
~ of the field. By the sweat of your face shall you get bread to eat, until ~ 
~ you return to the ground, from which you were taken; for you are dirt, ~ 
~ and to dirt you shall return." ~ -
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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The man called his wife Eve, because she became the mother of all 
the living. 

2nd READING: Proverbs 3: 19-32 

The Lord by wisdom founded the earth, established the heavens by 
understanding; by his knowledge the depths break open, and the 
clouds drop down dew. My son, let not these slip out of your sight: keep 
advice and counsel in view; so will they be life to your soul, and an 
adornment for your neck. Then you may securely go your way; your foot 
will never stumble; when you lie down, you need not be afraid, when you 
rest, your sleep will be sweet. Honor is the possession of wise men, but 
fools inherit shame. 

Be not afraid of sudden terror, of the ruin of the wicked when it 
comes; for the Lord will be your confidence, and will keep your foot 
from the snare. Refuse no one the good on which he has a claim when 
it is in your power to do it for him. Say not to your neighbor, "Go, and 
come again, tomorrow I will give," when you can give at once. Plot no 
evil against your neighbor, against him who lives at peace with you. 
Quarrel not with a man without cause, with one who has done you no 
harm. Envy not the lawless man and choose none of his ways: to the 
Lord the perverse man is an abomination, but with the upright is his 
friendship. 

MONDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

For the Sixth Hour: 

Isaiah 4: 1 thru 5: 7 

For the Vespers: 

1st READING: Genesis 3: 21 thru 4: 7 

2nd READING: Proverbs 3:34 thru 4:22 

TUESDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

For the Sixth Hour: 

Isaiah 5: 7-16 

For the Vespers: 

1st READING: Genesis 4:8-15 

2nd READING: Proverbs 5: 1-15 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ __. 

~ Isaiah 5: 10-25 ~ 
~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ 
~ 1st READING: Genesis 4: 16-26 ~ 

~ At that time Cain left the Lord's presence and settled in the land of ~ __. 
~ Nod, east of Eden. Cain had relations with his wife, and she conceived ~ 
~ and bore Enoch. Cain also became the founder of a city, which he ~ 
~ named after his son Enoch. To Enoch was born lrad, and lrad became ~ 
~ the father of Mehujael, Mehujael became the father of Methusael, and ~ 
~ Methusael became the father of Lamech. Lamech took two wives; the ~ .......__. 
~ name of the first was Adah, and the name of the second Zillah. Adah ~ 
~ gave birth to Jabal, the ancestor of all who dwell in tents and keep cat- ~ 
~ tie. His brother's name was Jubal; he was the ancestor of all who play ~ 
~ the lyre and the pipe. Zillah on her part, gave birth to Tubalcain, the an- ~ 
~ cestor of all who forge instruments of bronze and iron. The sister of ~ .........i 

~ Tubalcain was Naamah. ~ 

~ Lamech said to his wives: "Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; wives of ~ .......t 

~ Lamech, listen to my utterance: I have killed a man for wounding me, a ~ 
~ boy for bruising me. If Cain is avenged sevenfold, then Lamech sev- ~ 

~ enty-sevenfold." ~ ...._,) 

~ Adam again had relations with his wife, and she gave birth to a son ~ 
~ whom she called Seth. "God has granted me more offspring in place of ~ 
~ Abel," she said, "because Cain slew him." To Seth, in turn, a son was ~ 
~ born, and he named him Enosh. At that time men began to invoke the ~ 
~ Lord by name. ~ ..--~ 
~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 5: 15 thru 6:3 ~ 
~ Thus says the Lord: Drink water from your own cistern, running water ~ 
~ from your own well. How may your water sources be dispersed abroad, ~ 
~ streams of water in the streets? Let your fountain be yours alone, not ~ ___. 
~ one shared with strangers; and have joy of the wife of your youth, your ~ 
~ lovely hind, your graceful doe. Her love will invigorate you always, ~ 
~ through her love you will flourish continually, when you lie down she will ~ _. 
~ watch over you, and when you wake, she will share your concerns; ~ 
~ wherever you turn, she will guide you. Why then, my son, should you go ~ 
~ astray for another's wife and accept the embraces of an adulteress? ~ --

~ ~ 
~ ~ ...._,) 
~ ~ 
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- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ For each man's ways are plain to the Lord's sight; all their paths he ~ 
~ surveys; by his own iniquities the wicked man will be caught, in the ~ 
~ meshes of his own sin he will be held fast; he will die from lack of dis- ~ 

r- ~ cipline, through the greatness of his folly he will be lost. My son, if you ~ 
1 ~ have become surety to your neighbor, given your hand in pledge to an- ~ 

~ other, you have been snared by the utterance of your lips, caught by ~ 

1 ~ the words of your mouth; so do this, my son, to free yourself, since you ~ 
~ have fallen into your neighbor's power: Go, hurry, stir up your neighbor! ~ 

~ ~ 
...-... ~ THURSDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ ~ 
r- ~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 

~ Isaiah 6: 1-12 ~ 

~ For the Vespers: ~ 
r- ~ 1st READING: Genesis 5: 1-24 ~ 
_ ~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 6: 3-20 ~ 

I FRIDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF GREAT LENT I 
r- ~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 

~ ~ 
,..- ~ Isaiah 7: 1-14 ~ 

~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ 

~ 1st READING: Genesis 5:32 thru 6:8 ~ 
r- ~ ~ 

~ At that time when Noah was five hundred years old, he became the ~ 
l§l father of Shem, Ham and Japheth. @J 

r-" ~ ~ 1 ~ When men began to multiply on earth and daughters were born to ~ 
~ them, the sons of heaven saw how beautiful the daughters of man were, ~ 
~ and so they took for their wives as many of them as they chose. Then ~ 
~ the Lord said: "My spirit shall not remain in man forever, since he is but ~ 

r- ~ flesh. His days shall comprise one hundred and twenty years." ~ 
~ At that time the Nephilim appeared on earth (as well as later), after ~ 
~ the sons of heaven had intercourse with the daughters of man, who ~ 

r- ~ bore them sons. They were the heroes of old, the men of renown. ~ 
~ When the Lord saw how great was man's wickedness on earth, and ~ 

1 ~ how no desire that his heart conceived was ever anything but evil, he ~ 
• l§l regretted that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was grieved. l§l 
~ So the Lord said: "I will wipe out from the earth the men whom I have ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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created, and not only the men, but also the beasts and the creeping 
things and the birds of the air, for I am sorry that I made them." But 
Noah found favor with the Lord. 

2nd READING: Proverbs 6: 20 thru 7: 2 

Thus says the Lord: Observe, my son, your father's bidding, and re
ject not your mother's teaching; keep them fastened over your heart al
ways, put them around your neck; for the bidding is a lamp, and the 
teaching a light, and a way to life are the reproofs of discipline; to keep 
you from your neighbor's wife, from the smooth tongue of the adulter
ess. 

Lust not in your heart after her beauty, let her not captivate you with 
her glance! For the price of a loose woman may be scarcely a loaf of 
bread, but if she is married, she is a trap for your precious life. Can a 
man take fire to his bosom, and his garments not be burned? Or can a 
man walk on live coals, and his feet not be scorched? So with him who 
goes in to his neighbor's wife-none who touches her shall go unpun
ished. 

Men despise not the thief if he steals to satisfy his appetite when he 
is hungry; yet if he be caught he must pay back sevenfold; all the wealth 
of his house he may yield up. But he who commits adultery is a fool; he 
who would destroy himself does it. A degrading beating will he get, and 
his disgrace will not be wiped away; for vindictive is the husband's 
wrath, he will have no pity on the day of vengeance; he will not con
sider any restitution, nor be satisfied with the greatest gifts. 

My son, keep my words, and treasure my commands. Keep my com
mands and live, my teaching as the apple of your eye. 

MONDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

For the Sixth Hour: 

Isaiah 8: 13 thru 9: 7 

For the Vespers: 

1st READING: Genesis 6: 9-22 

2nd READING: Proverbs 8: 1-21 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ TUESDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 
r- ; Isaiah 9: 9 thru 10: 4 ; 

~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ 1st READING: Genesis 7: 1-5 ~ 

r- ~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 8: 32 thru 9: 11 ~ 
~ ~ 

r- ~ WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 
~ ~ ~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
~ Isaiah 10: 12-20 ~ 

~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ 
~" ~ 1st READING: Genesis 7: 6-9 ~ 
,..._ i At that time Noah was six hundred years old when the flood waters i 

~ came upon the earth. Together with his sons, his wife, and his sons' ~ 
~ wives, Noah went into the ark because of the waters of the flood. Of ~ 
; the clean animals and the unclean, of the birds, and of everything that ; 
~ creeps on the ground, [two by two] male and female entered the ark ~ ,__ i with Noah, just as the Lord had commanded him. i 
~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 9: 12-18 ~ 

~ Thus says the Lord: If you are wise, it is to your own advantage; and ~ 
r- ~ if you are arrogant, you alone shall bear it. The woman Folly is fickle, she ~ 

~ is inane, and knows nothing. She sits at the door of her house upon a ~ 
r- ; seat on the city heights, calling to passers-by as they go on their ; 

~ straight way: "Let whoever is simple turn in here, or who lacks under- ~ 
~ standing; for to him I say, stolen water is sweet, and bread gotten se- ~ 

r- ~ cretly is pleasing!" Little he knows that the shades are there, that in the ~ 
~ depths of the nether world are her guests! ~ , ; ; 
~ THURSDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 
~ Isaiah 11: 10 thru 12: 2 ~ 
~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ ~ 

• ~ 1st READING: Genesis 7: 11 thru 8: 3 ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 10: 1-22 ~ 
~ ~ 
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FRIDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

For the Sixth Hour: 
Isaiah 13:2-13 
For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctlfled Gifts: 
1st READING: Genesis 8: 3-21 

At that time, gradually the waters receded from the earth. At the end 
of one hundred and fifty days, the waters had so diminished that, in the 
seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to 
rest on the mountain of Ararat. The waters continued to diminish until 
the tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the 
mountains appeared. 

At the end of the forty days Noah opened the hatch he had made in 
the ark, and he sent out a raven, to see if the waters had lessened on 
the earth. It flew back and forth until the waters dried off from the earth. 
Then he sent out a dove, to see if the waters had lessened on the earth. 
But the dove could find no place to alight and perch, and it returned to 
him in the ark, for there was water all over the earth. Putting out his 
hand, he caught the dove and drew it back to him inside the ark. He 
waited seven days more and again sent the dove out from the ark. In the 
evening the dove came back to him, and there in its bill was a plucked
off olive leaf! So Noah knew that the waters had lessened on the earth. 
He waited still another seven days and then released the dove once 
more; and this time it did not come back. 

In the six hundred and first year of Noah's life, in the first month, on 
the first day of the month, the water began to dry up on the earth. Noah 
then removed the covering of the ark and saw that the surface of the 
ground was drying up. In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day 
of the month, the earth was dry. 

Then God said to Noah: "Go out of the ark, together with your wife 
and your sons and your sons' wives. Bring out with you every living 
thing that is with you-all bodily creatures, be they birds or animals or 
creeping things of the earth-and let them abound on the earth, breed
ing and multiplying on it." So Noah came out, together with his wife and 
his sons and his sons' wives; and all the animals, wild and tame, all the 
birds, and all the creeping creatures of the earth left the ark, one kind 
after another. 

Then Noah built an altar to the lord, and choosing from every clean 
animal and every clean bird, he offered holocausts on the altar. When 
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- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ the lord smelled the sweet odor, he said to himself: "Never again will I ~ 
~ doom the earth because of man, since the desires of man's heart are ~ 
~ evil from the start; nor will I ever again strike down all living beings, as ~ 
~ I have done." ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 10:31 thru 11: 12 ~ 
~ Thus says the lord: The mouth of the just yields wisdom, but the per- ~ 
~ verse tongue will be cut off. The lips of the just know how to please, ~ 
~ but the mouth of the wicked, how to pervert. ~ 
~ False scales are an abomination to the Lord, but a full weight is his ~ 
~ delight. When pride comes, disgrace comes; but with the humble is wis- ~ 
~ dom. The honesty of the upright guides them; the faithless are ruined ~ 
~ by their duplicity. Wealth is useless on the day of wrath, but virtue saves ~ 
~ from death. The honest man's virtue makes his way straight, but by his ~ 
~ wickedness the wicked man falls. The virtue of the upright saves them, ~ 
~ but the faithless are caught in their own intrigue. When a wicked man ~ 

r---" ~ dies his hope perishes, and what is expected from strength comes to ~ 
~ nought. The just man escapes trouble, and the wicked man falls into it ~ 
~ in his stead. With his mouth the impious man would ruin his neighbor, ~ 

1 ~ but through their knowledge the just make their escape. When the just ~ 
~ prosper, the city rejoices; and when the wicked perish, there is jubila- ~ 
~ tion. Through the blessing of the righteous the city is exalted, but ~ 
~ through the mouth of the wicked it is overthrown. He who reviles his ~ 
~ neighbor has no sense, but the intelligent man keeps silent. ~ 

r---" ~ ~ 
~ MONDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 
~ Isaiah 14: 24-32 ~ 
~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ ~ ~ 1st READING: Genesis 8: 21 thru 9: 7 ~ 

r--- ~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 11: 19 thru 12:6 ~ 
~ ~ 

r---" ~ TUESDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 
~ ~ ...--. ~ Isaiah 25: 1-9 ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ For the Vespers: ~ 

~ 1st READING: Genesis 9:8-17 ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 12: 8-22 ~ 
~ ~ ............. 
~ WEDNESDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 
~ Isaiah 26:21 thru 27:9 ~ ...__, 
~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ ...__. 

~ 1st READING: Genesis 9: 18-29 ~ 

~ At that time the sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, ~ 
~ Ham and Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.) These three were ~ 
~ the sons of Noah, and from them the whole earth was peopled. ~ 

~ Now Noah, a man of the soil, was the first to plant a vineyard. When ~ 
~ he drank some of the wine, he became drunk and lay naked inside his ~ 
~ tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness, and he ~ 
~ told his two brothers outside about it. Shem and Japheth, however, took ~ 
~ a robe, and holding it on their backs, they walked backward and cov- ~ 
~ ered their father's nakedness; since their faces were turned the other ~ -
~ way, they did not see their father's nakedness. When Noah woke up ~ 
~ from his drunkenness and learned what his youngest son had done to ~ 
~ him, he said: "Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves shall he be to his ~ 
~ brothers." He also said: "Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem! Let ~ 
~ Canaan be his slave. May God expand Japheth, so that he dwells ~ 
~ among the tents of Shem; and let Canaan be his slave." ~ 
~ ~ ~ Noah lived three hundred and fifty years after the flood. The whole ~ __ 
~ lifetime of Noah was nine hundred and fifty years; then he died. ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 12:23 thru 13:9 ~ 
~ Thus says the Lord: A shrewd man conceals his knowledge, but the ~ ___. 
~ hearts of fools gush forth folly. The diligent hand will govern, but the ~ 
~ ~ --F.!] slothful will be enslaved. Anxiety in a man's heart depresses it, but a F.!] -

~ kindly word makes it glad. The just man surpasses his neighbor, but the ~ 
1m way of the wicked leads them astray. The slothful man catches not his 1m 

~ prey, but the wealth of the diligent man is great. In the path of justice ~ -
@1 there is life, but the abominable way leads to death. @1 

~ ~ -ml A wise son loves correction, but the senseless one heeds no rebuke. 1m 

~ From the fruit of his words a man eats good things, but the treacherous ~ 

~ ~ -
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ one craves violence. He who guards his mouth protects his life; to open ~ 
~ wide one's lips brings downfall. The soul of the sluggard craves in vain, ~ 
~ but the diligent soul is amply satisfied. Anything deceitful the just man ~ 
~ hates, but he wicked brings shame and disgrace. Virtue guards one ~ 
~ who walks honestly, but the downfall of the wicked is sin. One man pre- ~ 
~ tends to be rich, yet has nothing; another pretends to be poor, yet has ~ 

,........ ~ great wealth. A man's riches serve as ransom for his life, but the poor ~ 
~ man heeds no rebuke. The light of the just shines gaily, but the lamp of ~ 
~ the wicked goes out. ~ 

,........ ~ ~ 
~ THURSDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

........ ~ ~ 
' ~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 

~ Isaiah 28: 14-22 ~ 
r- ~ For the Vespers: ~ 

~ 1 st READI NG: Genesis 10: 32 thru 11: 9 ~ 
........ ~ ~ 
' ~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 13:20 thru 14: 6 ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ FRIDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 
........ ~ ~ 

~ Isaiah 29: 13-22 ~ 

~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ 

l ~ 1st READING: Genesis 12: 1-7 ~ 
ffil At that time the Lord said to Abram: "Go forth from the land of your @! 

- @ ~ . ~ kinsfolk and from your father's house to a land that I will show you. I will ~ 
~ make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name ~ 
~ great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you and ~ 
~ curse those who curse you. All the communities of the earth shall find ~ 

~ blessing in you." ~ 

p-'"1 ~ Abram went as the Lord directed him, and Lot went with him. Abram ~ 
~ was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. Abram took his wife ~ 

,............ ~ Sarai, his brother's son Lot, all the possessions that they had accumu- ~ 
~ lated, and the persons they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for ~ 
~ the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram ~ 

- ~ passed through the land as far as the sacred place at Shechem, by the ~ 
· ~ terebinth of Moreh. (The Canaanites were then in the land.) ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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The Lord appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants I will 
giveth is land." So Abram built an altar there to the Lord who had ap
peared to him. 

2nd READING: Proverbs 14: 15-26 

Thus says the Lord: The simpleton believes everything, but the 
shrewd man measures his steps. The wise man is cautious and shuns 
evil; the fool is reckless and sure of himself. The quick-tempered man 
makes a fool of himself, but the prudent man is at peace. The adorn
ment of simpletons is folly, but shrewd men gain the crown of knowl
edge. Evil men must bow down before the good, and the wicked, at the 
gates of the just. Even by his neighbor the poor man is hated, but the 
friends of the rich are many. He sins who despises the hungry; but 
happy is he who is kind to the poor! Do not those who plot evil go 
astray? But those intent on good gain kindness and constancy. In all 
labor there is profit, but mere talk tends only to penury. The crown of the 
wise is resourcefulness; the diadem of fools is folly. The truthful witness 
saves lives, but he who utters lies is a betrayer. In the fear of the Lord 
is a strong defense; even for one's children he will be a refuge. 

MONDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

For the Sixth Hour: 

Isaiah 37:33 thru 38: 6 

For the Vespers: 

1st READING: Genesis 13: 12-18 

2nd READING: Proverbs 14:27 thru 15:4 

TUESDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

For the Sixth Hour: 

Isaiah 40: 18-31 

For the Vespers: 

1st READING: Genesis 15: 1-15 

2nd READING: Proverbs 15: 7-19 
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~ ~ ~ WEDNESDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 
~ Isaiah 41: 4-14 ~ 

l ~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ 
~ 1st READING: Genesis 17: 1-9 ~ 

~ At that time, when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord ap- ~ 
; peared to him and said, "I am God the Almighty. Walk in my presence ; 

l ~ and be blameless. Between you and me I will establish my covenant, ~ 
~ and I will multiply you exceedingly." ~ 
; When Abram prostrated himself, God continued to speak to him: ; 
~ "My covenant with you is this: you are to become the father of a host ~ 
i?.l of nations. No longer shall you be called Abram; your name shall be i?.l 

- 1 ~ · ~ Abraham, for I am making you the father of a host of nations. I will ren- rill 

~ der you exceedingly fertile; I will make nations of you; kings shall stem ~ 
~ from you. I will maintain my covenant with you and your descendants ~ 
~ after you throughout the ages as an everlasting pact, to be your God ~ 
~ and the God of your descendants after you. I will give to you and to ~ 

,_ ~ your descendants after you the land in which you are now staying, the ~ 
~ whole land of Canaan, as a permanent possession; and I will be their ~ 

,........ ; God. On your part, you and your descendants after you must keep my ; 
~ covenant throughout the ages." ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 15: 20 thru 16: 9 ~ 
r- ; Thus says the Lord: A wise son makes his father glad, but a fool of ; 

~ a man despises his mother. Folly is joy to the senseless man, but the ~ 
- ~ ~ • - rill man of understanding goes the straight way. Plans fail when there is no rill 

~ counsel, but they succeed when counselors are many. There is joy for ; 
.-- ~ a man in his utterance; a word in season, how good it is! The path of life ~ 

~ leads the prudent man upward, that he may avoid the nether world ~ 
~ below. The Lord overturns the house of the proud, but he preserves in- ~ 

..-- ; tact the widow's landmark. The wicked man's schemes are an abomi- ; 
~ nation to the Lord, but the pure speak what is pleasing to him. He who ~ 

_ ~ is greedy of gain brings ruin on his own house, but he who hates bribes ~ 
~ will live. The just man weighs well his utterance, but the mouth of the ~ 
~ wicked pours out evil. The Lord is far from the wicked, but the prayer ~ 

- ~ of the just he hears. A cheerful glance brings joy to the heart; good news ~ 
~ invigorates the bones. He who listens to salutary reproof will abide ~ 

. ~ among the wise. He who rejects admonition despises his own soul, but ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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he who heeds reproof gains understanding. The fear of the Lord is train
ing for wisdom, and humility goes before honors. 

Man may make plans in his heart, but what the tongue utters is from 
the Lord. All the ways of a man may be pure in his own eyes, but it is the 
Lord who proves the spirit. Entrust your works to the Lord, and your 
plans will succeed. The Lord has made everything for his own ends, even 
the wicked for the evil day. Every proud man is an abomination to the 
Lord; I assure you that he will not go unpunished. By kindness and piety 
guilt is expiated, and by the fear of the Lord man avoids evil. When the 
Lord is pleased with a man's ways, he makes even his enemies be at 
peace with him. Better a little with virtue, than a large income with injus
tice. In his mind a man plans his course, but the Lord directs his steps. 

THURSDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

For the Sixth Hour: 

Isaiah 42: 5-16 

For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: 

1st READING: Genesis 18:20-33 

At that time, the Lord said: "The outcry against Sodom and Gomor
rah is so great, and their sin so grave, that I must go down and see 
whether or not their actions fully correspond to the cry against them 
that comes to me. I mean to find out." 

While the two men walked on farther toward Sodom, the Lord re
mained standing before Abraham. Then Abraham drew nearer to him 
and said: "Will you sweep away the innocent with the guilty? Suppose 
there were fifty innocent people in the city; would you wipe out the 
place, rather than spare it for the sake of the fifty innocent people within 
it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to make the innocent die with 
the guilty, so that the innocent and the guilty would be treated alike! 
Should not the judge of all the world act with justice?" 

The Lord replied, "If I find fifty innocent people in the city of Sodom, 
I will spare the whole place for their sake." Abraham spoke up again: 
"See how I am presuming to speak to my Lord, though I am but dust 
and ashes! What if there are five less than fifty innocent people? Will you 
destroy the whole city because of those five?" "I will not destroy it," he 
answered, "if I find forty-five there." But Abraham persisted, saying, 
"What if only forty are found there?" He replied, "I will forbear doing it 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ for the sake of the forty." Then Abraham said, "Let not my Lord grow im- ~ 

,-- ~ patient if I go on. What if only thirty are found there?" He replied, "I will ~ 
~ forbear doing it if ~ 

r I I can find but thirty there." Still Abraham went on, "Since I have thus I 
~ dared to speak to my Lord, what if there are no more than twenty?" "I ~ 
@ will not destroy it," he answered, "for the sake of the twenty." But Abra- @ 

- ~ ~ , ~ ham still persisted, "Please, let not my Lord grow angry if I speak up this ~ 
~ last time. What if there are at least ten there?" "For the sake of those ~ 
~ ten," he repl ied, "I will not destroy it." The Lord departed as soon as he ~ 
~ had finished speaking with Abraham, and Abraham returned home. ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 16: 17thru 17: 17 ~ 

~ Thus says the Lord: The path of the upright avoids misfortune; he ~ 
~ who pays attention to his way safeguards his life. Pride goes before ~ 

l ~ disaster, and a haughty spirit before a fall. It is better to be humble with ~ 
~ the meek than to share plunder with the proud. He who plans a thing will ~ 

....--. ~ be successful; happy is he who trusts in the Lord! The wise man is es- ~ 
~ teemed for his discernment, yet pleasing speech increases his persua- ~ 
~ siveness. Good sense is a fountain of life to its possessor, but folly ~ 
~ brings chastisement on fools. The mind of the wise man makes him elo- ~ 
~ quent, and augments the persuasiveness of his lips. Pleasing words are ~ 
~ a honeycomb, sweet to the taste and healthful to the body. ~ 

~ Sometimes a way seems right to a man, but the end of it leads to ~ 
~ death! The laborer's appetite labors for him, for his mouth urges him ~ 

l ~ on. A scoundrel is a furnace of evil, and on his lips there is a scorching ~ 
~ fire. An intriguer sows discord, and a talebearer separates bosom ~ 

......--. ~ friends. A lawless man allures his neighbor, and leads him into a way ~ 
~ that is not good. He who winks his eye is plotting trickery; he who com- ~ 
~ presses his lips has mischief ready. ~ 

r- ~ Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained by virtuous living. A patient ~ 
~ man is better than a warrior, and he who rules his temper, than he who ~ 

- ~ takes a city. When the lot is cast into the lap, its decision depends en- ~ 
~ tirely on the Lord. ~ 

,...._ ~ Better a dry crust with peace than a house full of feasting with strife. ~ 
~ An intelligent servant will rule over a worthless son, and will share the ~ 
~ inheritance with the brothers. The crucible for silver, and the furnace ~ 
~ for gold, but the tester of hearts is the Lord. The evil man gives heed to ~ 

- ~ wicked lips, and listens to falsehood from a mischievous tongue. He ~ 
,_ ~ who mocks the poor blasphemes his Maker; he who is glad at calamity ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ will not go unpunished. ~ 

~ Grandchildren are the crown of old men, and the glory of children is ~ 
~ their parentage. Fine words are out of place in a fool; how much more, ~ 
!§! lying words in a noble! A man who has a bribe to offer rates it a magic !§! 
~ stone; at every turn it brings him success. He who covers up a misdeed ~ 
~ fosters friendship, but he who gossips about it separates friends. A Sin- ~ 
~ gle reprimand does more for a man of intelligence than a hundred ~ __. 
~ lashes for a fool. On rebellion alone is the wicked man bent, but a mer- ~ 
~ ciless messenger will be sent against him. ~ 

~ Face a bear robbed of her cubs, but never a fool in his folly! If a man ~ 
~ returns evil for good, from his house evil will not depart. The start of ~ 
~ strife is like the opening of a dam; therefore, check a quarrel before it ~ 
!§! begins! He who condones the wicked, he who condemns the just, are !§! 
~ both an abomination to the Lord. Of what use in the fool's hand are the ~ 
~ means to buy wisdom, since he has no mind for it? He who is a friend ~ __. 
~ is always a friend, and a brother is born for the time of stress. ~ 
~ ~ I FRIDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT I -...I 
~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 
~ Isaiah 45: 11-17 ~ __. 

~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ 
~ 1st READING: Genesis 22: 1-18 ~ 
~ At that time God put Abraham to the test. He called to him, "Abra- ~ 
~ ham!" "Ready!" he replied. Then God said: "Take your son Isaac, your ~ 
~ only one, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. There you shall ~ 
~ offer him up as a holocaust on a height that I will point out to you." Early ~ 
~ the next morning Abraham saddled his donkey, took with him his son ~ 
~ Isaac, and two of his servants as well, and with the wood that he had ~ 
~ cut for the holocaust, set out for the place of which God had told him. ~ ....._. 

~ On the third day Abraham got sight of the place from afar. Then he ~ 
~ said to his servants: "Both of you stay here with the donkey, while the ~ .......,; 
~ boy and I go on over yonder. We will worship and then come back to ~ 
~ you." Thereupon Abraham took the wood for the holocaust and laid it ~ .......,; 
~ on his son Isaac's shoulders, while he himself carried the fire and the ~ 
~ knife. As the two walked on together, Isaac spoke to his father Abraham: ~ 
~ "Father!" he said. "Yes, son," he replied. Isaac continued, "Here are the ~ 
~ fire and the wood, but where is the sheep for the holocaust?" "Son," ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -
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~ Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the sheep for the halo- ~ 

r- ~ caust." Then the two continued going forward. ~ 
~ When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham ~ 
~ built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. Next he tied up his son ~ 
~ Isaac, and put him on top of the wood on the altar. Then he reached ~ 

· ~ out and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the Lord's messenger ~ 
r- ~ called to him from heaven, "Abraham, Abraham!" "Yes, Lord," he an- ~ 

~ swered. "Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger. "Do ~ 
~ not do the least thing to him. I know now how devoted you are to God, ~ 

r ~ since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son." As Abraham ~ 
~ looked about, he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket. So he ~ 
~ went and took the ram and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his ~ 
~ son. Abraham named the site Yahweh-yireh; hence people now say, "On ~ 
~ the mountain the Lord will see." ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ Again the Lord's messenger called to Abraham from heaven and ~ 

_ ~ said: " I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you acted as ~ 
• i\!1 you did in not withholding from me your beloved son, I will bless you i\!1 

~ abundantly and make your descendants as countless as the stars of ~ 
~ the sky and the sands of the seashore; your descendants shall take ~ 
~ possession of the gates of their enemies, and in your descendants all ~ 
~ the nations of the earth shall find blessing-all this because you obeyed ~ 
~ my command." ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 17: 17thru 18:5 ~ 
l ~ Thus says the Lord: He who is a friend is always a friend, and a ~ 

~ brother is born for the time of stress. Senseless is the man who gives ~ 

1 
~ his hand in pledge, who becomes surety for his neighbor. He who loves ~ 

L. ~ strife loves guilt; he who builds his gate high courts disaster. He who is ~ 
~ perverse in heart finds no good, and a double-tongued man falls into ~ 
~ trouble. To be a fool's parent is grief for a man; the father of a numskull ~ 
~ has no joy. ~ 
~ A joyful heart is the health of the body, but a depressed spirit dries ~ 
~ up the bones. The wicked man accepts a concealed bribe to pervert ~ 
~ the course of justice. The man of intelligence fixes his gaze on wisdom, ~ 

r ~ but the eyes of a fool are on the ends of the earth. A foolish son is vex- ~ 
· ~ ation to his father, and bitter sorrow to her who bore him. It is wrong to ~ 

~ fine an innocent man, but beyond reason to scourge princes. He who ~ 
r- ~ spares his words is truly wise, and he who is chary of speech is a man ~ 

~ of intelligence. Even a fool, if he keeps Silent, is considered wise; if he ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
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~ closes his lips, intelligent. ~ 

~ In estrangement one seeks pretexts: with all persistence he picks a ~ 
~ quarrel. The fool takes no delight in understanding, but rather in dis- ~ 
~ playing what he thinks. With wickedness comes contempt, and with ~ 
~ disgrace comes scorn. The words from a man's mouth are deep wa- ~ 
~ ters, but the source of wisdom is a flowing brook. It is not good to be ~ 
~ partial to the guilty, and so to reject a rightful claim. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ MONDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT ~ 

~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ ....__. 

~ Isaiah 48: 17 thru 49: 4 ~ 
~ For the Vespers: ~ __. 
~ ~ 
~ 1st READING: Genesis 27: 1-41 ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 19: 16-25 ~ 
~ ~ I TUESDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT I 
~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ 
~ Isaiah 49: 6-10 ~ 
~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ 1st READING: Genesis 31:3-16 ~ -
@ @ i 2nd READING: Proverbs 21: 3-21 i ........J 

I WEDNESDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT I 
~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ --
~ ~ 
~ Isaiah 58: 1-11 ~ 
~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ __. 

~ 1st READING: Genesis 43:26 thru 45: 15 ~ 
~ @ ~ 
~ At that time when Joseph came home, his brothers presented him i 
~ with the gifts they had brought inside, while they bowed down before ~ 
~ him to the ground. After inquiring how they were, he asked them, "And ~ __ 
~ how is your aged father, of whom you spoke? Is he still in good health?" ~ 
~ "Your servant our father is thriving and still in good health," they said, ~ 
~ as they bowed respectfully. When Joseph's eye fell on his full brother ~ 
~ Benjamin, he asked, "Is this your youngest brother, of whom you told ~ 

~ ~ -
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ me?" Then he said to him, "May God be gracious to you, my boy!" With ~ 

,...._ ~ that, Joseph had to hurry out, for he was so overcome with affection for ~ 
~ his brother that he was on the verge of tears. He went into a private ~ 

~ ~ room and wept there. ~ 
~ After washing his face, he reappeared and, now in control of him- ~ 
~ self, gave the order, "Serve the meal." It was served separately to him, ~ 

r--- ~ to the brothers, and to the Egyptians who partook of his board. (Egyp- ~ 
~ tians may not eat with Hebrews; that is abhorrent to them.) When they ~ 
~ were seated by his directions according to their age, from the oldest to ~ 

r- ~ the youngest, they looked at one another in amazement; and as par- ~ 
~ tions were brought to them from Joseph's table, Benjamin's portion was ~ 
~ five times as large as anyone else's. So they drank freely and made ~ 

~ merry with him. ~ 

r-- ~ Then Joseph gave his head steward these instructions: "Fill the ~ 
~ men's bags with as much food as they can carry, and put each man's ~ 

_ ~ money in the mouth of his bag. In the mouth of the youngest one's bag ~ 
· · m~ put also my silver goblet, together with the money for his rations." The m~ 

~ steward carried out Joseph's instructions. At daybreak the men and ~ 
~ their donkeys were sent off. They had not gone far out of the city when ~ 

- ~ Joseph said to his head steward: "Go at once after the men! When you ~ 
~ overtake them, say to them, 'Why did you repay good with evil? Why did ~ 
~ you steal the silver goblet from me? It is the very one from which my ~ 
~ master drinks and which he uses for divination. What you have done is ~ 

~ wrong.' " ~ 
~ When the steward overtook them and repeated these words to them, ~ 
~ they remonstrated with him: "How can my lord say such things? Far be ~ 
~ it from your servants to do such a thing! We even brought back to you ~ 
~ from the land of Canaan the money that we found in the mouths of our ~ 
~ bags. Why, then, would we steal silver or gold from your master's ~ 

1 ~ house? If any of your servants is found to have the goblet, he shall die, ~ 
~ and as for the rest of us, we shall become my lord's slaves." But the ~ 
~ steward replied, "Even though it ought to be as you propose, only the ~ 
~ one who is found to have it shall become my slave, and the rest of you ~ 
~ shall be exonerated ."Then each of them eagerly lowered his bag to ~ 
~ the ground and opened it; and when a search was made, starting with ~ 
~ the oldest and ending with the youngest, the goblet turned up in Ben- ~ 

,....._ ~ jamin's bag. At this, they tore their clothes. Then, when each man had ~ 
~ reloaded his donkey, they returned to the city. ~ . ~ ~ 

r--- ~ As Judah and his brothers reentered Joseph's house, he was still ~ 

~ ~ 
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~ there; so they flung themselves on the ground before him. "How could ~ 
~ you do such a thing?" Joseph asked them. "You should have known ~ 
~ that such a man as I could discover by divination what happened." ~ 
~ Judah replied: "What can we say to you my lord? How can we plead or ~ 
~ how try to prove our innocence? God has uncovered your servant's ~ 
~ guilt. Here we are, then, the slaves of my lord-the rest of us no less ~ 
~ than the one in whose possession the goblet was found." "Far be it ~ 
~ from me to act thus!" said Joseph. "Only the one in whose possession ~ 
~ the goblet was found shall become my slave; the rest of you may go ~ 

~ back safe and sound to your father." ~ --J 

~ Judah then stepped up to him and said: "I beg you, my lord, let your ~ 
~ servant speak earnestly to my lord, and do not become angry with your ~ 
~ servant, for you are the equal of Pharaoh. My lord asked your servants, ~ --' 
~ 'Have you a father, or another brother?' So we said to my lord, 'We have ~ 
~ an aged father, and a young brother, the child of his old age. This one's ~ 
~ full brother is dead, and since he is the only one by that mother who is ~ 
~ left, his father dotes on him.' Then you told your servants, 'Bring him ~ 
~ down to me that my eyes may look on him.' We replied to my lord, 'The ~ -.J 

~ boy cannot leave his father; his father would die if he were to leave him. • ~ 
~ But you told your servants, 'Unless your youngest brother comes back ~ 
~ with you, you shall not come into my presence again.' When we re- ~ 
~ turned to your servant our father, we reported to him the words of my ~ 
~ lord. ~ --.J 

~ "Later, our father told us to come back and buy some food for the ~ 
~ family. So we reminded him, 'We cannot go down there; only if our ~ .. .....J 

~ youngest brother is with us can we go, for we may not see the man if ~ 
~ our youngest brother is not with us.' Then your servant our father said ~ 
~ to us, 'As you know, my wife bore me two sons. One of them, however, ~ 
~ disappeared, and I had to conclude that he must have been torn to ~ 
~ pieces by wild beasts; I have not seen him since. If you now take this ~ _ 
~ one away from me, too, and some disaster befalls him, you will send my ~ 
~ white head down to the nether world in grief.' ~ 

~ "If then the boy is not with us when I go back to your servant my fa- ~ 
~ ther, whose very life is bound up with his, he will die as soon as he sees ~ 
~ that the boy is missing; and your servants will thus send the white head ~ _ 
~ of our father down to the nether world in grief. Besides, I, your servant, ~ 
~ got the boy from his father by going surety for him, saying, 'If I fail to ~ 
~ bring him back to you, father, you can hold it against me forever.' Let ~ -
~ me, your servant, therefore, remain in place of the boy as the slave of ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers. How could I go back ~ 

,........., ~ to my father if the boy were not with me? I could not bear to see the an- ~ 
~ guish that would overcome my father." ~ 
~ Joseph could no longer control himself in the presence of all his at- ~ 

r-- ~ tendants, so he cried out, "Have everyone withdraw from me!" Thus no ~ 
~ one else was about when he made himself known to his brothers. But ~ 

- ~ ~ · · ~ his sobs were so loud that the Egyptians heard him, and so the news m~ 
~ reached Paraoh's palace. "I am Joseph," he said to his brothers. "Is my ~ 

,........., ~ father still in good health?" But his brothers could give him no answer, ~ 
~ so dumbfounded were they at him. ~ 

,.._ ~ "Come closer to me," he told his brothers. When they had done so, ~ 
~ he said: "I am your brother Joseph, whom you once sold into Egypt. ~ 
~ But now do not be distressed, and do not reproach yourselves for hav- ~ 

r- ~ ing sold me here. It was really for the sake of saving lives that God sent ~ 
~ me here ahead of you. For two years now the famine has been in the ~ 

,........., ~ land, and for five more years tillage will yield no harvest. God, there- ~ 
m~ fore, sent me on ahead of you to ensure for you a remnant on earth and m~ 
~ to save your lives in an extraordinary deliverance. So it was not really ~ 
~ you but God who had me come here; and he has made of me a father ~ 

,..._ ~ to Pharaoh, lord of all his household, and ruler over the whole land of ~ 
~ Egypt. ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ "Hurry back, then, to my father and tell him: 'Thus says your son ~ 
~ Joseph: God has made me lord of all Egypt; come to me without delay. ~ 

1 
~ You will settle in the region of Goshen, where you will be near me-you ~ 

l ~ and your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and every- ~ 
~ thing that you own. Since five years of famine still lie ahead, I will pro- ~ 
~ vide for you there, so that you and your family and all that are yours ~ 
~ may not suffer want.' Surely, you can see for yourselves and Benjamin ~ 
~ can see for himself, that it is I, Jospeh, who am speaking to you. Tell my ~ 
~ father all about my high position in Egypt and what you have seen. But ~ 
~ hurry and bring my father down here." ~ 

r- ~ ~ ~ Thereupon he flung himself on the neck of his brother Benjamin and ~ 
~ wept, and Benjamin wept in his arms. Joseph then kissed all his broth- ~ 

r- ~ ers, crying over each of them; and only then were his brothers able to ~ 
~ talk with him. ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 21: 23 thru 22: 4 ~ 
r-- ~ Thus says the Lord: He who guards his mouth and his tongue keeps ~ 

~ himself from trouble. Arrogant is the name for the man of overbearing ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
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pride who acts with scornful effrontery. The sluggard's propensity slays 
him, for his hands refuse to work. Some are consumed with avarice all 
the day, but the just man gives unsparingly. The sacrifice of the wicked 
is an abomination, the more so when they offer it with a bad intention. 
The false witness will perish, but he who listens will finally have his say. 
The wicked man is brazenfaced, but the upright man pays heed to his 
ways. There is no wisdom, no understanding, no counsel, against the 
Lord. The horse is equipped for the day of battle, but victory is the 
Lord's. 

A good name is more desirable than great riches, and high esteem, 
than gold and silver. Rich and poor have a common bond: the Lord is 
the maker of them all. The shrewd man perceives evil and hides, while 
simpletons continue on and suffer the penalty. The reward of humility 
and fear of the Lord is riches, honor and life. 

THURSDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF GREAT LENT 

For the Sixth Hour: 

Isaiah 65: 8-16 

For the Vespers: 

1st READING: Genesis 46: 1-7 

2nd READING: Proverbs 23: 15 thru 24: 5 

FRIDAY OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF GREAT VESPERS 

For the Sixth Hour: 

Isaiah 66: 10-24 

For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctifled Gifts: 

1st READING: Genesis 49: 33 thru 50: 26 

At that time when Jacob had finished giving these instructions to his 
sons, he drew his feet into the bed, breathed his last, and was taken to 
his kindred. Joseph threw himself on his father's face and wept over 
him as he kissed him. Then he ordered the physicians in his service to 
embalm his father. When they embalmed Israel, they spent forty days 
at it, for that is the full period of embalming; and the Egyptians mourned 
him for seventy days. When that period of mourning was over, Joseph 
spoke to Pharaoh's courtiers. "Please do me this favor," he said, "and 
convey to Pharaoh this request of mine. Since my father, at the point of 
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~ death, made me promise on oath to bury him in the tomb that he had ~ 
~ prepared for himself in the land of Canaan, may I go up there to bury my ~ 
~ father and then come back?" Pharaoh replied, "Go and bury your father, ~ 
~ as he made you promise on oath." ~ 

~ So Joseph left to bury his father; and with him went all of Pharaoh's ~ 
~ officials who were senior members of his court and all the other digni- ~ 

r- ~ taries of Egypt, as well as Joseph's whole household, his brothers, and ~ 
~ his father's household; only their children and their flocks and herds ~ 
~ were left in the region of Goshen. Chariots, too, and charioteers went up ~ 

r- ~ with him; it was a very large retinue. ~ 
~ When they arrived at Goren-ha-atad, which is beyond the Jordan, ~ 

r- ~ they held there a very great and solemn memorial service; and Joseph ~ 
~ observed seven days of mourning for his father. When the Canaanites ~ 
~ who inhabited the land saw the mourning at Goren-ha-atad, they said, ~ 

t"- ~ "This is a solemn funeral the Egyptians are having." That is why the ~ 
~ place was named Abelmizraim. It is beyond the Jordan. ~ 

r- ~ Thus Jacob's sons did for him as he had instructed them. They car- ~ 
~ ried him to the land of canaan and buried him in the cave in the field of ~ 
~ Machpelah, facing on Mamre, the field that Abraham had bought for a ~ 
~ burial ground from Ephron the Hittite. ~ 

,_ ~ After Joseph had buried his father he returned to Egypt, together ~ 
~ with his brothers and all who had gone up with him for the burial of his ~ 
~ father. ~ 

r ~ Now that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers became fearful ~ 
~ and thought, "Suppose Joseph has been nursing a grudge against us ~ 
~ and now plans to pay us back in full for all the wrong we did him!" So ~ 
~ they approached Joseph and said: "Before your father died, he gave ~ 
§l us these instructions: 'You shall say to Joseph, Jacob begs you to for- §l 

- ~ ~ m~ give the criminal wrongdoing of your brothers, who treated you so cru- m~ 

~ elly.' Please, therefore, forgive the crime that we, the servants of your ~ 
~ father's God, committed." When they spoke these words to him, Joseph ~ 

,...._ ~ broke into tears. Then his brothers proceeded to fling themselves down ~ 
~ before him and said, "Let us be your slaves!" But Joseph replied to ~ 

r- ~ them: "Have no fear. Can I take the place of God? Even though you ~ 
~ meant harm to me, God meant it for good, to achieve his present end, ~ 
~ the survival of many people. Therefore have no fear. I will provide for you ~ 
~ and for your children." By thus speaking kindly to them, he reassured ~ 
~ them. ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ Joseph remained in Egypt, together with his father's family. He lived ~ 
~ a hundred and ten years. He saw Ephraim's children to the third gener- ~ 
~ ation, and the children of Manasseh's son Machir were also born on ~ __.. 
~ Joseph's knees. ~ 
~ Joseph said to his brothers: "I am about to die. God will surely take ~ --J 

~ care of you and lead you out of this land to the land that he promised ~ 
~ on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob." Then, putting the sons of Israel ~ 
~ under oath, he continued, "When God thus takes care of you, you must ~ 
~ bring my bones up with you from this place." Joseph died at the age of ~ 
~ a hundred and ten. He was embalmed and laid to rest in a coffin in ~ __. 
~ Egypt. ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 31:8-31 ~ ---" 
~ Thus says the Lord: Open your mouth in behalf of the dumb, and for ~ 
~ the rights of the destitute; open your mouth, decree what is just, de- ~ ..._. 
~ fend the needy and the poor! ~ 

~ When one finds a worthy wife, her value is far beyond pearls. Her ~ 
~ husband, entrusting his heart to her, has an unfailing prize. She brings ~ -...i 

~ him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. She obtains wool and ~ 
~ flax and makes cloth with skillful hands. Like merchant ships, she se- ~ 
~ cures her provisions from afar. She rises while it is still night, and dis- ~ .._... 
~ tributes food to her household. She picks out a field to purchase; out of ~ 
~ her earnings she plants a vineyard. She is girt about with strength, and ~ 
~ sturdy are her arms. She enjoys the success of her dealings; at night her ~ 
~ lamp is undimmed. She puts her hands to the distaff, and her fingers ply ~ --l 

~ the spindle. She reaches out her hands to the poor, and extends her ~ 
~ arms to the needy. She fears not the snow for her household; all her ~ 
~ charges are doubly clothed. She makes her own coverlets; fine linen ~ __ 
~ and purple are her clothing. Her husband is prominent at the city gates ~ 
~ as he sits with the elders of the land. She makes garments and sells ~ 
~ them, and stocks the merchants with belts. She is clothed with strength ~ 
~ and dignity, and she laughs at the days to come. She opens her mouth ~ 
~ in wisdom, and on her tongue is kindly counsel. She watches the con- ~ __.. 
~ duct of her household, and eats not her food in idleness. Her children ~ 
~ rise up and praise her; her husband, too, extols her: [he says,] "Many are ~ 
~ the women of proven worth, but you have excelled them all." Charm is ~ __. 
~ deceptive and beauty fleeting; the woman who fears the Lord is to be ~ 
~ praised. Give her a reward of her labors, and let her works praise her at ~ ~ 
~ the city gates. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ PALM SUNDAY ~ 

r- ~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 1st READING: Genesis 49: 1-2 and 8-12 ~ 

,...-- ~ At that time Jacob called his sons and said: "Gather around, that I ~ 
@ may tell you what is to happen to you in days to come. Assemble and @ 

- ~ listen, sons of Jacob, listen to Israel, your father. You, Judah, shall your ~ 
~ brothers praise your hand on the neck of your enemies; the sons of your ~ 
~ father shall bow down to you. Judah, like a lion's whelp, you have grown ~ 

r-- ~ up on prey, my son. He crouches like a lion recumbent, the king of ~ 
~ beasts-who would dare rouse him? The scepter shall never depart from ~ 

- ~ Judah, or the mace from between his legs, while tribute is brought to ~ 
~ him, and he receives the people's homage. He tethers his donkey to the ~ 
~ vine, his purebred ass to the choicest stem. In wine he washes his gar- ~ 

,...._ ~ ments, his robe in the blood of grapes. His eyes are darker than wine, ~ 
~ and his teeth are whiter than milk. " ~ 

- ~ ~ , ~ 2nd READING: Zephaniah 3: 14-19 ~ 

~ Thus says the Lord: Shout for joy, 0 daughter Zion! sing joyfully, 0 ~ 
r- ~ Israel! Be glad and exult with all your heart, 0 daughter Jerusalem! The ~ 

~ Lord has removed the judgment against you, he has turned away your ~ 
,...-- ~ enemies; the King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst, you have no fur- ~ 
, ~ ther misfortune to fear. On that day, it shall be said to Jerusalem: fear ~ 

~ not, 0 Zion, be not discouraged! The Lord, your God, is in your midst, ~ 
~ a mighty savior; he will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you ~ 

,...-- ~ in his love, he will sing joyfully because of you, as one sings at festivals. ~ 
- ~ I will remove disaster from among you, so that none may recount your ~ 

~ disgrace. Yes, at that time I will deal with all who oppress you: I will save ~ 
~ the lame, and assemble the outcasts; I will give them praise and renown ~ 

~ in all the earth, when I bring about their restoration. ~ 

~ 3rd READING: Zechariah 9:9-15 ~ 
~ Thus says the Lord: Rejoice heartily, 0 daugher Zion, shout for joy, ~ 

....- ~ o daughter Jerusalem! See, your king shall come to you; a just savior is ~ 
~ he, meek, and riding on an ass, on a colt, the foal of an ass. He shall ~ 
~ banish the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem; the ~ 
~ warrior's bow shall be banished, and he shall proclaim peace to the na- ~ 
@ tions. His dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the rm 

r- ~ ~ ~ ends of the earth. As for you, for the blood of your covenant with me, I ~ 
~ will bring forth your prisoners from the dungeon. In the return to the ~ 

r l ~ 
~ ~ 
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fortress of the waiting prisoners, this very day, I will return you double 
for your exile. For I will bend Judah as my bow, I will arm myself with 
Ephraim; I will arouse your sons, 0 Zion, [against your sons, 0 Yavan,] 
and I will use you as a warrior's sword. 

The Lord shall appear over them, and his arrow shall shoot forth as 
lightning; the Lord God shall sound the trumpet, and come in a storm 
from the south. The Lord of hosts shall be a shield over them, they shall 
overcome sling stones and trample them underfoot; they shall drink 
blood like wine, till they are filled with it like libation bowls, like the cor
ners of the altar. 

MONDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK 

For the Sixth Hour: 

Ezekiel 1: 1-20 

For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: 

1st READING: Exodus 1: 1-20 

These are the names of the sons of Israel who, accompanied by their 
households, migrated with Jacob into Egypt: Reuben, Simeon, Levi and 
Judah; lssachar, Zebulun and Benjamim; Dan and Naphtali; Gad, and 
Asher. The total number of the direct descendants of Jacob was sev
enty. Joseph was already in Egypt. 

Now Joseph and all his brothers and that whole generation died. But 
the Israelites were fruitful and prolific. They became so numerous and 
strong that the land was filled with them. 

Then a new king, who knew nothing of Joseph, came to power in 
Egypt. He said to his subjects, "Look how numerous and powerful the 
Israelite people are growing, more so than we ourselves! Come, let us 
deal shrewdly with them to stop their increase; otherwise, in time of war 
they too may join our enemies to fight against us, and so leave our 
country." 

Accordingly, taskmasters were set over the Israelites to oppress 
them with forced labor. Thus they had to build for Pharaoh the supply 
cities of Pithom and Raamses. Yet the more they were oppressed, the 
more they multiplied and spread. The Egyptians, then, dreaded the Is
raelites and reduced them to cruel slavery, making life bitter for them 
with hard work in mortar and brick and all kinds of field work-the whole 
cruel fate of slaves. 
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~ The king of Egypt told the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was ~ 

r- ~ called Shiphrah and the other Puah, "When you act as midwives for the ~ 
~ Hebrew women and see them giving birth, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it ~ 
~ is a girl, she may live." The midwives, however, feared God; they did ~ 

r ~ not do as the king of Egypt had ordered them, but let the boys live. So ~ 
~ the king summoned the midwives and asked them, "Why have you ~ 

r- ~ acted thus, allowing the boys to live?" The midwives answered ~ 
~ Pharaoh, "The Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women. They ~ 
~ are robust and give birth before the midwife arrives." Therefore God ~ 

r-"' ~ dealt well with the midwives. The people, too, increased and grew ~ 
~ strong. ~ 

r- ~ 2nd READING: Job 1: 1-12 ~ 
~ At that time in the land of Uz there was a blameless and upright man ~ 
~ named Job, who feared God and avoided evil. Seven sons and three ~ 

r- ~ daughters were born to him; and he had seven thousand sheep, three ~ 
@I thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred she-asses, @I 

~ ~ ~ 
1 ~ and a great number of work animals, so that he was greater than any of ~ 

~ the men of the East. His sons used to take turns giving feasts, sending ~ 
r- ~ invitations to their three sisters to eat and drink with them. And when ~ 

~ each feast had run its course, Job would send for them and sanctify ~ 
~ them, rising early and offering holocausts for every one of them. For ~ 

r- ~ Job said, "It may be that my sons have sinned and blasphemed God in ~ 
~ their hearts." This Job did habitually. ~ 

- ~ One day, when the sons of God came to present themselves before ~ 
~ the Lord, Satan also came among them. And the Lord said to Satan, ~ 
@I "Whence do you come?'' Then Satan answered the Lord and said, @I 

- ~ ~ ~ "From roaming the earth and patrolling it." And the Lord said to Satan, ~ 
~ "Have you noticed my servant Job, and that there is no one on earth like ~ 

1 
~ him, blameless and upright, fearing God and avoiding evil?" But Satan ~ 
~ answered the Lord and said, "Is it for nothing that Job is God-fearing? ~ 
~ Have you not surrounded him and his family and all that he has with ~ 

r ~ your protection? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his live- ~ 
~ stock are spread over the land. But now put forth your hand and touch ~ 
~ anything that he has, and surely he will blaspheme you to your face." ~ 
~ And the Lord said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your power; ~ 
~ only do not lay a hand upon his person." So Satan went forth from the ~ 
~ presence of the Lord. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

. ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ TUESDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK ~ 

~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ .......... 

~ Ezekie/1: 21 thru 2: 1 ~ 
~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ 
~ 1st READING: Exodus 2:5-10 ~ 

~ At that time Pharaoh's daughter came down to the river to bathe, ~ 
~ while her maids walked along the river bank. Noticing the basket among ~ 
~ the reeds, she sent her handmaid to fetch it. On opening it, she looked, ~ 
~ and 1 0, there was a baby boy, crying! She was moved with pity for him ~ 
~ and said, "It is one of the Hebrews' children." Then his sister asked ~ 
~ Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and call one of the Hebrew women to i 
~ nurse the child for you?" "Yes, do so," she answered. So the maiden ~ 
~ went and called the child's own mother. Pharaoh's daughter said to her, ~ _ 
~ "Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will repay you." The woman ~ 
~ therefore took the child and nursed it. When the child grew, she brought ~ 
~ him to Pharaoh's daughter, who adopted him as her son and called him ~ ~ i Moses; for she said, "I drew him out of the water." i 
~ 2nd READING: Job 1: 13-22 ~ -.J 

~ At that time, while his sons and his daughters were eating and drink- ~ 
~ ing wine in the house of their eldest brother, a messenger came to Job ~ 
~ and said, "The oxen were plowing and the asses grazing beside them, ~ ........J 

~ and the Sabeans carried them off in a raid. They put the herdsmen to ~ 
~ the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you." While he was yet ~ 
~ speaking, another came and said, "Lightning has fallen from heaven ~ 
~ and struck the sheep and their shepherds and consumed them; and I ~ 
~ alone have escaped to tell you." While he was yet speaking, another ~ ......... 
~ came and said, "The Chaldeans formed three columns, seized the ~ 
~ camels, carried them off, and put those tending them to the sword, and ~ --.J 

~ I alone have escaped to tell you." While he was yet speaking, another ~ 
~ came and said, "Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking ~ 
~ wine in the house of their eldest brother, when suddenly a great wind ~ -.J 

~ came across the desert and smote the four corners of the house. It fell ~ 
~ upon the young people and they are dead; and I alone have escaped to ~ 
~ tell you." Then Job began to tear his cloak and cut off his hair. He cast ~ ......... 
~ himself prostrate upon the ground, and said, "Naked I came forth from ~ 
~ my mother's womb, and naked shall I go back again. The Lord gave ~ 
~ and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord!" In all ~ 
~ this Job did not sin, nor did he say anything disrespectful of God. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ WEDNESDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK ~ 

I ~ For the Sixth Hour: ~ . ~ ~ 
~ Ezekiel 2: 3 thru 3: 3 ~ 
~ For the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: ~ 

- ~ 1st READING: Exodus 2: 11-22 ~ 
~ At that time, after Moses had grown up, when he visited his kinsmen ~ 
~ and witnessed their forced labor, he saw an Egyptian striking a Hebrew, ~ 

l ~ one of his own kinsmen. Looking about and seeing no one, he slew the ~ 
~ Egyptian and hid him in the sand. The next day he went out again, and ~ 
~ now two Hebrews were fighting! So he asked the culprit, "Why are you ~ 
~ striking your fellow Hebrew?" But the culprit replied, "Who has ap- ~ 
~ pointed you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me as ~ 

r--- ~ you killed the Egyptian?" Then Moses became afraid and thought, "The ~ 
~ affair must certainly be known. ~ 

,---. ~ "Pharaoh, too, heard of the affair and sought to put Moses to death. ~ 
~ But Moses fled from him and stayed in the land of Midian. As he was ~ 
~ seated there by a well, seven daughters of a priest of Midian came to ~ 

,.....--. ~ draw water and fill the troughs to water their father's flock. But some ~ 
~ shepherds came and drove them away. Then Moses got up and de- ~ 

r--- ~ fended them and watered their flock. When they returned to their fa- ~ 
~ ther Reuel, he said to them, "How is it you have returned so soon ~ 
~ today?" They answered, "An Egyptian saved us from the interference of ~ 
~ the shepherds. He even drew water for us and watered the flock!" ~ 
~ "Where is the man?" he asked his daughters. "Why did you leave him ~ 
~ there? Invite him to have something to eat." Moses agreed to live with ~ 
~ him, and the man gave him his daughter Zipporah in marriage. She bore ~ 
~ him a son, whom he named Gershom; for he said, "I am a stranger in a ~ 
~ foreign land." ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Job 2: 1-10 ~ 
~ At that time once again the sons of God came to present themselves ~ 
~ before the Lord, and Satan also came with them. And the Lord said to ~ 
~ Satan, "Whence do you come?'' And Satan answered the Lord and said, ~ 

r--- ~ "From roaming the earth and patrolling it." And the Lord said to Satan, ~ 
~ "Have you noticed my servant Job, and that there is no one on earth like ~ 

- ~ him, faultless and upright, fearing God and avoiding evil? He still holds ~ 
~ fast to his innocence although you incited me against him to ruin him ~ 
@I without cause." And Satan answered the Lord and said, "Skin for skin! @! 

- 1 I 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ -~ All that a man has will he give for his life. But now put forth your hand ~ 
~ and touch his bone and his flesh, and surely he will blaspheme you to ~ 
~ your face." And the Lord said to Satan, "He is in your power; only spare ~ ---
~ his life." So Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord and smote ~ 
~ Job with severe boils from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head. ~ 
~ And Job took a potsherd to scrape himself, as he sat among the ashes. ~ 
~ Then his wife said to him, "Are you still holding to your innocence? ~ 
~ Curse God and die." But Job said to her, "Are even you going to speak ~ ___. 
~ as senseless women do? We accept good things from God; and should ~ 
~ we not accept evil?" Through all this, Job said nothing sinful. ~ ____. 

I THURSDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK I 
~ For the First Hour: ~ __. 
~ ~ 
~ Jeremiah 11: 18-23, 12: 1-5, 9-11, and 14-15 ~ ---J 

~ Use the Reading for the 9th Hour of Great Friday on pages 292-293 ~ 

~ ~ I 
r.!l For Vespers with Divine Liturgy of St. Basil r.!l ........J 

~ 1st READING: Exodus 19: 10-19 ~ 
~ The Lord said to Moses: "Go to the people and have them sanctify ~ .........J 

~ themselves today and tomorrow. Make them wash their garments and ~ 
~ be ready for the third day; for on the third day the Lord will come down ~ 
~ on Mount Sinai before the eyes of all the people. Set limits for the peo- ~ 
~ pie all around the mountain, and tell them: Take care not to go up the ~ 
~ mountain, or even touch its base. If anyone touches the mountain he ~ 
~ must be put to death. No hand shall touch him; he must be stoned to ~ 
~ death or killed with arrows. Such a one, man or beast, must not be al- ~ 
~ lowed to live. Only when the ram's horn resounds may they go up to ~ 
~ the mountain." Then Moses came down from the mountain to the peo- ~ 
~ pie and had them sanctify themselves and wash their garments. He ~ 
~ warned them, "Be ready for the third day. Have no intercourse with any ~ 
~ woman." ~ 
~ On the morning of the third day there were peals of thunder and light- ~ ___. 
~ ning, and a heavy cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet ~ 
~ blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. But Moses led the ~ ___. 
~ people out of the camp to meet God, and they stationed themselves at ~ 
~ the foot of the mountain. Mount Sinai was all wrapped in smoke, for the ~ _ 
~ Lord came down upon it in fire. The smoke rose from it as though from r.!l 

~ a furnace, and the whole mountain trembled violently. The trumpet blast ~ 
~ ~ -
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 
· ~ ~ ~ grew louder and louder, while Moses was speaking and God answering ~ 

r- ~ him with thunder. ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Job 38: 1-23 and 42: 1-5 ~ 

r- ~ 3rd READING: Isaiah 50:4-11 ~ 

~ Thus says the Lord: The Lord God has given me a well-trained ~ 
~ ~ tongue, that I might know how to speak to the weary a word that will ~ 

~ rouse them. Morning after morning he opens my ear that I may hear; ~ 
~ and I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those ~ 

r- ~ who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did ~ 
~ not shield from buffets and spitting. The Lord God is my help, therefore ~ 

,......... ~ I am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, knowing that I shall not ~ 
~ be put to shame. He is near who upholds my right; if anyone wishes to ~ 
~ oppose me, let us appear together. Who disputes my right? Let him ~ 

r ~ confront me. See, the Lord God is my help; who will prove me wrong? ~ 
~ Lo, they will all wear out like cloth, the moth will eat them up. Who ~ 
~ among you fears the Lord, heeds his servant's voice, and walks in dark- ~ 
~ ness without any light, trusting in the name of the Lord and relying on ~ 
~ his God? All of you kindle flames and carry about you fiery darts; walk ~ 

,......... ~ by the light of your own fire and by the flares you have burnt! This is your ~ 
~ fate from my hand: you shall lie down in a place of pain . ~ 

r- ~ ~ 
. ~ FRIDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK ~ 

~ ~ ,.......... ~ For the Royal Hours: ~ 

~ 1st HOUR: Zechariah 11: 10-13 ~ 
- ~ ~ , . ~ Thus says the Lord: Then I took my staff "Favor" and snapped it m~ 
• ~ asunder, breaking off the covenant which I had made with all peoples; ~ 

~ that day it was broken off. The sheep merchants who were watching ~ 
,..--... ; me understood that this was the word of the Lord. I said to them, "If it ; 

~ seems good to you, give me my wages; but if not, let it go." And they ~ 
~ counted out my wages, thirty pieces of silver. But the Lord said to me, ~ 

r- ~ "Throw it in the treasury, the handsome price at which they valued me." ~ 
@J So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the treasury in @J 

,..--... ~ ~ , m~ the house of the Lord. m~ 

~ 3rd HOUR: Isaiah 50: 4-11 ~ 
___, ~ Use the 3rd Reading for Great and Holy Thursday above ~ 

~ ~ 
r--- 1 I 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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m m 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ 6th HOUR: Isaiah 52: 13 thru 54: 1 ~ 
~ Use the 3rd Reading for Great and Holy Friday Vespers on pages ~ 
~ 293-294 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 9th HOUR: Jeremiah 11: 18-23, 12:1-5,9-11, and 14-15 ~ ---l 

~ Thus says the Lord: I knew it because the Lord informed me; at that ~ 
~ time you, 0 Lord, showed me their doings. Yet I, like a trusting lamb led ~ 
~ to slaughter, had not realized that they were hatching plots against me: ~ --...~ 
~ "Let us destroy the tree in its vigor; let us cut him off from the land of ~ 
~ the living, so that his name will be spoken no more." ~ ........... 

~ But, you, 0 Lord of hosts, 0 just Judge, searcher of mind and heart, ~ 
~ let me witness the vengeance you take on them, for to you I have en- ~ ~ 
~ trusted my cause! ~ 

~ Therefore, thus says the Lord concerning the men of Anathoth who ~ 
~ seek your life, saying, "Do not prophesy in the name of the Lord; else ~ ..__ 
~ you shall die by our hand." Therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: I am ~ 
~ going to punish them. The young men shall die by the sword; their sons ~ __. 
~ and daughters shall die by famine. None shall be spared among them, ~ 
~ for I will bring misfortune upon the men of Anathoth, the year of their ~ 
~ punishment. ~ ___, 
~ ~ ~ You would be in the right, 0 Lord, if I should dispute with you; even ~ 
~ so, I must discuss the case with you. Why does the way of the godless ~ ~ 
~ prosper, why live all the treacherous in contentment? You planted them; ~ 
~ they have taken root, they keep on growing and bearing fruit. You are ~ 
~ upon their lips, but far from their inmost thoughts. You, 0 Lord, know ~ ~ 
~ me, you see me, you have found that at heart I am with you. Pick them ~ 
~ out like sheep for the slaughter, set them apart for the day of carnage. ~ 
~ How long must the earth mourn, the green of the whole countryside ~ 
~ wither? For the wickedness of those who dwell in it beasts and birds ~ 
~ disappear, because they say, "God does not see our ways." If running ~ ~ 
~ against men has wearied you, how will you race against horses? And if ~ 
~ in a land of peace you fall headlong, what will you do in the thickets of ~ 

~ the Jordan? ~ 
~ My heritage is a prey for hyenas, is surrounded by vultures; come, ~ 
~ gather together, all you beasts of the field, come and eat! Many shep- ~ -
~ herds have ravaged my vineyard, have trodden my heritage underfoot; ~ 
~ the portion that delighted me they have turned into a desert waste. They ~ 
~ have made it a mournful waste, desolate it lies before me, desolate all ~ ......._.. 
~ the land, because no one takes it to heart. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ Thus says the Lord against all my evil neighbors who plunder the ~ 

,.---. ~ heritage which I gave my people Israel as their own: See, I will pluck ~ 
~ them up from their land; the house of Judah I will pluck up in their midst. ~ 

r--- ~ But after plucking them up, I will pity them again and bring them back, ~ 
~ each to his heritage, each to his land. ~ 

~ ~ 
.-- ~ FRIDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK ~ 
. ~ ~ 

~ For the Solemn Vespers: ~ 

,.......... ~ 1st READING: Exodus 33: 11-23 ~ 
.......- ~ 2nd READING: Job 42: 12-17 ~ 

~ 3rd READING: Isaiah 52: 13 thru 54: 1 ~ 

~ Thus says the Lord: See, my servant shall prosper, he shall be raised ~ 
.......- ~ high and greatly exalted. Even as many were amazed at him-so marred ~ 

!§! was his look beyond that of man, and his appearance beyond that of !§! 
..-.. ~ mortalsso shall he startle many nations, because of him kings shall ~ 

~ stand speechless; for those who have not been told shall see, those ~ 
~ who have not heard shall ponder it. ~ 

r- ~ Who would believe what we have heard? To whom has the arm of the ~ 
~ Lord been revealed? He grew up like a sapling before him, like a shoot ~ 

r- ~ ~ ~ from the parched earth; there was in him no stately bearing to make us ~ 
~ look at him, nor appearance that would attract us to him. He was ~ 
~ spurned and avoided by men, a man of suffering, accustomed to infir- ~ 
~ mity, one of those from whom men hide their faces, spurned, and we ~ 
@! held him in no esteem. @! 

r- ~ ~ 
~ Yet it was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that he endured, ~ 
!§! while we thought of him as stricken, as one smitten by God and at- !§! 

r- ~ flicted. But he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins, upon ~ 
~ him was the chastisement that makes us whole, by his stripes we were ~ 

_ ~ healed. We had all gone astray like sheep, each following his own way; ~ 
· ~ but the Lord laid upon him the guilt of us all. ~ 

~ Though he was harshly treated, he submitted and opened not his ~ 
,.......... ~ mouth; like a lamb led to the slaughter or a sheep before the shearers, ~ 

~ he was silent and opened not his mouth. Oppressed and condemned, ~ 
~ he was taken away, and who would have thought any more of his des- ~ 

,...._ ~ tiny? When he was cut off from the land of the living, and smitten for the ~ 
~ sin of his people, a grave was assigned him among the wicked and a ~ 

....--- ~ burial place with evildoers, though he had done no wrong nor spoken ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ any falsehood. But the Lord was pleased to crush him in infirmity. ~ 

~ If he gives his life as an offering for sin, he shall see his descendants ~ 
~ in a long life, and the will of the Lord shall be accomplished through ~ 
~ him. Because of his affliction he shall see the light in fullness of days; ~ 
~ through his suffering, my servant shall justify many, and their guilt he ~ __ 
!m shall bear. Therefore I will give him his portion among the great, and he !m 
~ shall divide the spoils with the mighty, because he surrendered himself ~ 
~ to death and was counted among the wicked; and he shall take away ~ 
~ the sins of many, and win pardon for their offenses. ~ 

~ Raise a glad cry, you barren one who did not bear, break forth in ju- ~ 
~ bilant song, you who were not in labor, for more numerous are the chil- ~ 
~ dren of the deserted wife than the children of her who has a husband, ~ 

~ says the Lord. ~ 

I SATURDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK I ___. 
~ For the Matins: ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ezekie/37: 1-14 ~ 
~ Beloved: The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he led me out in ~ -J 

~ the spirit of the Lord and set me in the center of the plain, which was ~ 
~ now filled with bones. He made me walk among them in every direction ~ 
~ so that I saw how many they were on the surface of the plain. How dry ~ 
~ they were! He asked me: Son of man, can these bones come to life? ~ 
~ "Lord God," I answered, "you alone know that." Then he said to me: ~ 
~ Prophesy over these bones, and say to them: Dry bones, hear the word ~ ___. 
~ of the Lord! Thus says the Lord God to these bones: See! I will bring ~ 
~ spirit into you, that you may come to life. I will put sinews upon you, ~ 
~ make flesh grow over you, cover you with skin, and put spirit in you so ~ 
!m that you may come to life and know that I am the Lord. I prophesied as !m 
~ I had been told, and even as I was prophesying I heard a noise; it was ~ --.l 

~ a rattling as the bones came together, bone joining bone. I saw the ~ 
~ sinews and the flesh come upon them, and the skin cover them, but ~ 
~ there was no spirit in them. Then he said to me: Prophesy to the spirit, ~ 
~ prophesy, son of man, and say to the spirit: Thus says the Lord God: ~ 
~ From the four winds come, 0 spirit, and breathe into these slain that ~ ..._,J 

~ they may come to life. I prophesied as he told me, and the spirit came ~ 
~ into them; they came alive and stood upright, a vast army. Then he said ~ 
~ to me: Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They ~ -
~ ~ 
I 1-
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ have been saying, "Our bones are dried up, our hope is lost, and we ~ 
,.......... ~ are cut off." Therefore, prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord ~ 

~ God: 0 my people, I will open your graves and have you rise from them, ~ 
~ and bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you shall know that I am ~ 

- ~ the Lord, when I open your graves and have you rise from them, 0 my ~ 
~ people! I will put my spirit in you that you may live, and I will settle you ~ 

,......... ~ upon your land; thus you shall know that I am the Lord. I have promised, ~ 
~ and I will do it, says the Lord. ~ 

~ EPISTLE: 1st Corinthians 5: 6b-8 and Galatians 3: 13-14 ~ 
- ~ ~ ~ Brethren: Do you not know that a little yeast has its effect all through ~ 
r- ~ the dough? Get rid of the old yeast to make of yourselves fresh dough, ~ 

~ unleavened loaves, as it were; Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. ~ 
~ Let us celebrate the feast not with the old yeast, that of corruption and ~ 

,......... ~ wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. ~ 

~ •Christ has delivered us from the power of the law's curse by him- ~ 
.--- ~ self becoming a curse for us, as it is written: "Accursed is anyone who ~ 

~ is hanged on a tree." This has happened so that through Christ Jesus ~ 
~ the blessing bestowed on Abraham might descend on the Gentiles in ~ 

,..._ ~ Christ Jesus, thereby making it possible for us to receive the promised ~ 
• ~ Spirit through faith. ~ 

· ~ ~ ..- I SATURDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY WEEK I 
- ~ For the Vigil Liturgy with Vespers: ~ 

~ 1st READING: Genesis 1: 1-13 ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Isaiah 60: 1-16 ~ 
,...._, ~ 3rd READING: Exodus 12: 1-11 ~ 
...- ~ The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, "This month ~ 

~ shall stand at the head of your calendar; you shall reckon it the first ~ 
~ month of the year. Tell the whole community of Israel: On the tenth of ~ 

1 ~ this month everyone of your families must procure for itself a lamb, one ~ 
~ apiece for each household. If a family is too small for a whole lamb, it ~ 

r 
~ shall join the nearest household in procuring one and shall share in the ~ 
~ lamb in proportion to the number of persons who partake of it. The lamb ~ 
~ must be a year-old male and without blemish. You may take it from ei- ~ 
~ ther the sheep or the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of ~ 
~ this month, and then, with the whole assembly of Israel present, it shall ~ 

_ ~ be slaughtered during the evening twilight. They shall take some of its ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ blood and apply it to the two doorposts and the lintel of every house in ~ 
~ which they partake of the lamb. That same night they shall eat its ~ 
~ roasted flesh with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. It shall not be ~ 
~ eaten raw or boiled, but roasted whole, with its head and shanks and ~ 
~ inner organs. None of it must be kept beyond the next morning; what- ~ ...._.. 
~ ever is left over in the morning shall be burned up. ~ 
~ "This is how you are to eat it: with your loins girt, sandals on your feet ~ 
~ and your staff in hand, you shall eat like those who are in flight. It is the ~ 
~ Passover of the Lord." ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ 4th READING: Jonah 1: 1 thru 4: 11 ~ 
~ 5th READING: Joshua 5: 10-15 ~ ......J 
~ ~ 
~ 6th READING: Exodus 13: 20 thru 14: 32 ~ 
~ At that time, setting out from Succoth, they camped at Etham near ~ __. 
~ the edge of the desert. The Lord preceded them, in the daytime by ~ 
~ means of a column of cloud to show them the way, and at night by ~ ~ 
~ means of a column of fire to give them light. Thus they could travel both ~ 
~ day and night. Neither the column of cloud by day nor the column of fire ~ 
~ by night ever left its place in front of the people. ~ 
~ Then the Lord said to Moses, "Tell the Israelites to turn about and ~ -.1 
~ camp before Pi-hahlroth, between Migdal and the sea. You shall camp ~ 
~ in front of Baal-zephon, just opposite, by the sea. Pharaoh will then say, ~ 
~ 'The Israelites are wandering about aimlessly in the land. The desert ~ _ 
~ has closed in on them.' Thus will I make Pharaoh so obstinate that he ~ 
~ will pursue them. Then I will receive glory through Pharaoh and all his ~ 
~ army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord." ~ 
~ This the Israelites did. When it was reported to the king of Egypt that ~ 
~ the people had fled, Pharaoh and his servants changed their minds ~ __. 
~ about them. "What have we done!" they exclaimed. "Why, we have re- ~ 
~ leased Israel from our service!" So Pharaoh made his chariots ready ~ 
~ and mustered his soldiers-six hundred first-class chariots and all the ~ 
~ other chariots of Egypt, with warriors on them all. So obstinate had the ~ 
~ Lord made Pharaoh that he pursued the Israelites even while they were ~ ___. 
~ marching away in triumph. The Egyptians, then, pursued them; ~ 
@ Pharaoh 's whole army, his horses, chariots, and charioteers, caught up @ 
~ ~ · -· ~ with them as they lay encamped by the sea, at Pi-hahiroth, in front of ~ -
~ Baal-zephon. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ---
~ ~ 
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· · I I ~ Pharaoh was already near when the Israelites looked up and saw ~ 
,_ ~ that the Egyptians were on the march in pursuit of them. In great fright ~ 

I they cried out to the Lord. And they complained to Moses, "Were there I 
I no burial places in Egypt that you had to bring us out here to die in the I 

r- I desert? Why did you do this to us? Why did you bring us out of Egypt? I 
I Did we not tell you this in Egypt, when we said, 'Leave us alone. Let us I 

,_ ~ serve the Egyptians•? Far better for us to be the slaves of the Egyptians ~ 
~ than to die in the desert." But Moses answered the people, "Fear not! ~ 
I Stand your ground, and you will see the victory the Lord will win for you I 

,...._ I today. These Egyptians whom you see today you will never see again. ~ 
~ The Lord himself will fight for you; you have only to keep still." ~ 
~ Then the Lord said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the ~ 
~ Israelites to go forward. And you, lift up your staff and, with hand out- ~ 
~ stretched over the sea, split the sea in two, that the Israelites may pass ~ 

~ through it on dry land. ~ 

~ "But I will make the Egyptians so obstinate that they will go in after I 
,...._ ~ them. Then I will receive glory through Pharaoh and all his army, his I 

~ chariots and charioteers. The Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, ~ 
~ when I receive glory through Pharaoh and his chariots and charioteers." ~ 

~ The angel of God, who had been leading Israel's camp, now moved ~ 
,._ ~ and went around behind them. The column of cloud also, leaving the ~ 

• ~ front, took up its place behind them, so that it came between the camp ~ 
~ of the Egyptians and that of Israel. But the cloud now became dark, ~ 

,......., ~ and thus the night passed without the rival camps coming any closer to- ~ 
~ gether all night long. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, ~ 

,._ ~ and the Lord swept the sea with a strong east wind throughout the night ~ 
. ~ and so turned it into dry land. When the water was thus divided, the Is- ~ 

~ raelites marched into the midst of the sea on dry land, with the water ~ 
_ ~ like a wall to their right and to their left. ~ 

~ The Egyptians followed in pursuit; all Pharaoh's horses and chariots ~ 
__, ~ and charioteers went after them right into the midst of the sea. In the ~ 
• ~ night watch just before dawn the Lord cast through the column of the ~ 

~ fiery cloud upon the Egyptian force a glance that threw it into a panic; ~ 
,_ ~ and he so clogged their chariot wheels that they could hardly drive. ~ 

~ With that the Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel, because the ~ 
~ Lord was fighting for them against the Egyptians. ~ 

,_ ~ Then the Lord told Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, that ~ 
~ the water may flow back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and ~ 

- ~ ~ I I 
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their charioteers." So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and 
at dawn the sea flowed back to its normal depth. The Egyptians were 
fleeing head on toward the sea, when the Lord hurled them into its 
midst. As the water flowed back, it covered the chariots and the char
ioteers of Pharaoh's whole army which had followed the Israelites into 
the sea. Not a single one of them escaped. But the Israelites had 
marched on dry land through the midst of the sea, with the water like a 
wall to their right and to their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel on that 
day from the power of the Egyptians. When Israel saw the Egyptians 
lying dead on the seashore and beheld the great power that the Lord 
had shown against the Egyptians, they feared the Lord and believed in 
him and in his servant Moses. 

7th READING: Zephaniah 3:8-15 

8th READING: 1 Kings 17: 8-23 (formerly 3 Kings) 

9th READING: Isaiah 61: 10 thru 62: 5 

1Oth READING: Genesis 22: 1-18 

11th READING: Isaiah 61: 1-9 

12th READING: 2 Kings 4: 8-37 (formerly 4 Kings) 

13th READING: Isaiah 63: 11 thru 64:5 

14th READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

15th READING: Daniel 3: 1-51 

In those days King Nebuchadnezzar had a golden statue made, sixty 
cubits high and six cubits wide, which he set up in the plain of Dura in 
the province of Babylon. He then ordered the satraps, prefects, and 
governors, the counselors, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the 
officials of the provinces to be summoned to the dedication of the 
statue which he had set up. The satraps, prefects, and governors, the 
counselors, treasurers, judges, and magistrates and all the officials of 
the provinces, all these came together province of Babylon. He then or
dered the satraps, prefects, and governors, the counselors, treasurers, 
judges, magistrates and all the officials of the provinces to be sum
moned to the dedication of the statue which he had set up. The satraps, 
prefects, and governors, the counselors, treasurers, judges, and mag
istrates and all the official of the provinces, all these came together for 
the dedication and stood before the statue which King Nebuchadnez
zar had set up. A herald cried out: "Nations and peoples of every lan-
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~ ~ ~ guage, when you hear the sound of the trumpet, flute, lyre, harp, ~ 

r-- ~ psaltery, bagpipe, and all the other musical instruments, you are or- ~ 
~ dered to fall down and worship the golden statue which King Neb- ~ 
~ uchadnezzar has set up. Whoever does not fall down and worship shall ~ 

r- ~ be instantly cast into a white-hot furnace." Therefore, as soon as they ~ 
~ heard the sound of the trumpet, flute, lyre, harp, psaltery, bagpipe, and ~ 

,--- ~ all the other musical instruments, the nations and peoples of every lan- ~ 
~ guage fell down and worshiped the golden statue which King Neb- ~ 
~ uchadnezzar had set up. ~ 

,.._ ~ At that point, some of the Chaldeans came and accused the Jews to ~ 
~ King Nebuchadnezzar: "0 king, live forever! 0 king, you issued a decree ~ 

r- ~ that everyone who heard the sound of the trumpet, flute, lyre, harp, ~ 
• ~ psaltery, bagpipe, and all the other musical instruments should fall ~ 

~ down and worship the golden statue; whoever did not was to be cast ~ 
~ into a white-hot furnace. There are certain Jews whom you have made ~ 

· ~ administrators of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and ~ 
,........ ~ Abednego; these men, 0 king, have paid no attention to you; they will ~ 

~ not serve your god or worship the golden statue which you set up." ~ 
~ Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage and sent for Shadrach, Meshach, ~ 

r- ~ and Abednego, who were promptly brought before the king. King Neb- ~ 
~ uchadnezzar questioned them: "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and ~ 

- ~ ~ c -. ~ Abednego, that you will not serve my god, or worship the golden statue ~ 
~ that I set up? Be ready now to fall down and worship the statue that I ~ 
~ had made, whenever you hear the sound of the trumpet, flute, lyre, harp, ~ 
~ psaltery, bagpipe, and all the other musical instruments; otherwise, you ~ 
~ shall be instantly cast into the white-hot furnace; and who is the God ~ 
~ that can deliver you out of my hands?" Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- ~ 
~ nego answered King Nebuchadnezzar, "There is no need for us to de- ~ 
~ fend ourselves before you in this matter. If our God, whom we serve, ~ 
~ can save us from the white-hot furnace and from your hands, 0 king, ~ 
~ may he save us! But even if he will not, know, 0 king, that we will not ~ 
~ serve your god or worship the golden statue which you set up." ~ 

~ Nebuchadnezzar's face became livid with utter rage against ~ 
~ Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace to be ~ 

r- ~ heated seven times more than usual and had some of the strongest ~ 
~ men in his army bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and cast them ~ 
~ into the white-hot furnace. They were bound and cast into the white-hot ~ 
~ furnace with their coats, hats, shoes and other garments, for the king's ~ 

,.._ ~ order was urgent. So huge a fire was kindled in the furnace that the ~ 

~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ flames devoured the men who threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- ~ 
~ nego into it. But these three fell, bound, into the midst of the whitehot ~ 
~ furnace. ~ 
~ They walked about in the flames, Singing to God and blessing the ~ 
~ Lord. In the fire Azariah stood up and prayed aloud: "Blessed are you, ~ .._., 
~ and praiseworthy, 0 Lord, the God of our fathers, and glorious forever ~ 
~ is your name. For you are just in all you have done; all your deeds are ~ 
~ faultless, all your ways right, and all your judgments proper. You have ~ -.... 
~ executed proper judgments in all that you have brought upon us and ~ 
~ upon Jerusalem, the holy city of our fathers. Bya proper judgment you ~ ---J 

~ have done all this because of our sins; for we have sinned and trans- ~ 
~ gressed by departing from you, and we have done every kind of evil. ~ 
~ Your commandments we have not heeded or observed, nor have we ~ 
~ done as you ordered us for our good. Therefore all you have brought ~ 
~ upon us, all you have done to us, you have done by a proper judgment. ~ 
~ You have handed us over to our enemies, lawless and hateful rebels; to ~ 
~ an unjust king, the worst in all the world. Now we cannot open our ~ 
~ mouths; we, your servants, who revere you, have become a shame and ~ 
~ a reproach. For your name's sake, do not deliver us up forever, or make ~ 
~ void your covenant. Do not take away your mercy from us, for the sake ~ 
~ of Abraham, your beloved, Isaac your servant, and Israel your holy one, ~ 
~ to whom you promised to multiply their offspring like the stars of ~ 
~ heaven, or the sand on the shore of the sea. For we are reduced, 0 ~ __,. 
~ Lord, beyond any other nation, brought low everywhere in the world ~ 
~ this day because of our sins. We have in our day no prince, prophet, or ~ 
~ leader, no holocaust, sacrifice, oblation, or incense, no place to offer ~ --.J 

~ first fruits, to find favor with you. But with contrite heart and humble ~ 
~ spirit let us be received; as though it were holocausts of rams and bul- ~ 
~ locks, or thousands of fat lambs, so let our sacrifice be in your presence ~ 
~ today as we follow you unreservedly; for those who trust in you cannot ~ 
~ be put to shame. And now we follow you with our whole heart, we fear ~ ~ 
~ you and we pray to you, do not let us be put to shame, but deal with us ~ 
~ in your kindness and great mercy. Deliver us by your wonders, and bring ~ _ 
~ glory to your name, 0 Lord: let all those be routed who inflict evils on ~ 
~ your servants; let them be shamed and powerless, and their strength ~ 
~ broken; let them know that you alone are the Lord God, glorious over ~ -
~ the whole world." ~ 
~ Now the king's men who had thrown them in continued to stoke the ~ -...J 

~ furnace with brimstone, pitch, tow, and faggots. The flames rose forty- ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ nine cubits above the furnace, and spread out, burning the Chaldeans ~ 

r ~ nearby. But the angel of the Lord went down into the furnace with ~ 
~ Azariah and his companions, drove the fiery flames out of the furnace, ~ 

_ ~ and made the inside of the furnace as though a dew-laden breeze were ~ 
~ blowing through it. The fire in no way touched them or caused them ~ 
~ pain or harm. Then these three in the furnace with one voice sang, glo- ~ 

,......_.., ~ rifying and blessing God. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ MID-PENTECOST ~ 

,......_.., ~ ~ 
~ For the Vespers: ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ 1st READING: Micah 4:2-3, 5, 6:2-5, 8, and 5: 4 ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Isaiah 55: 1, 12:3-4, 55:2-3, and 6-13 ~ 
~ 3rd READING: Proverbs 9: 1-11 ~ 
~ ~ -- I ASCENSION THURSDAY I 
~ For the Vespers: ~ 

,....-- ~ 1st READING: Isaiah 2: 2-3 ~ 
_ ~ Thus says the Lord: In days to come, the mountain of the Lord's ~ 

~ house shall be established as the highest mountain and raised above ~ 
~ the hills. All nations shall stream toward it; many peoples shall come ~ 

_ ~ and say: "Come, let us climb the Lord's mountain, to the house of the ~ 
~ God of Jacob, that he may instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in ~ 

_ ~ his paths." For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the ~ 
, ·" r.!l Lord from Jerusalem. r.!l 

~ 2nd READING: Isaiah 62: 10-12, 63: 1-3, and 7-9 ~ 
r--' ~ Thus says the Lord: Pass through, pass through the gates, prepare ~ 

~ the way for the people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, ~ 
~ raise up a standard over the nations. See, the Lord proclaims to the ~ 
~ ends of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, your savior comes! Here is his ~ 
~ reward with him, his recompense before him. They shall be called the ~ 

- ~ holy people, the redeemed of the Lord, and you shall be called "Fre- ~ 
~ quented," a city that is not forsaken. ~ 
~ Who is this that comes from Edam, in crimsoned garments, from ~ 

- ~ Bozrah-this one arrayed in majesty, marching in the greatness of his ~ 
@! strength? "It is I, I who announce vindication, I who am mighty to save." @! 

r--' ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ Why is your apparel red, and your garments like those of the wine ~ 
~ presser? "The wine press I have trodden alone, and of my people there ~ 
~ was no one with me. I trod them in my anger, and trampled them down ~ -
~ in my wrath; their blood spurted on my garments; all my apparel I ~ 
~ stained." ~ 
~ The favors of the Lord I will recall, the glorious deeds of the Lord, ~ 
~ because of all he has done for us; for he is good to the house of Israel, ~ 
~ he has favored us according to his mercy and his great kindness. ~ 

~ He said: They are indeed my people, children who are not disloyal; ~ 
~ so he became their savior in their every affliction. It was not a messen- ~ --.. 
~ ger or an angel, but he himself who saved them. Because of his love and ~ 
~ pity he redeemed them himself, lifting them and carrying them all the ~ --J 
~ days of old. ~ 
~ 3rd READING: Zechariah 14:4, and 8-11 ~ --J 

~ Thus says the Lord: On that day the Lord's feet shall rest upon the ~ 
~ Mount of Olives, which is opposite Jerusalem to the east. The Mount of ~ • 
~ Olives shall be cleft in two from east to west by a very deep valley, and ~ ....__. 
~ half of the mountain shall move to the north and half of it to the south. ~ 
~ On that day, living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, half to the east- ~ ___. 
~ ern sea, and half to the western sea, and it shall be so in summer and ~ 
~ in winter. The Lord shall become king over the whole earth; on that day ~ 
~ ~ ' ~ the Lord shall be the only one, and his name the only one. ~ -

~ And from Geba to Rimmon in the Negeb, all the land shall turn into ~ 
~ a plain; but Jerusalem shall remain exalted in its place. From the Gate ~ ....__,J 

~ of Benjamin to the place of the First Gate, to the Corner Gate; and from ~ 
~ the Tower of Hananel to the king's wine presses, they shall occupy her. ~ 
~ Never again shall she be doomed; Jerusalem shall abide in security. ~ -
~ ~ ~ 7th PASCHAL SUNDAY ~ __. 
~ SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS OF THE 1st COUNCIL ~ 

~ ~ ~ For the Vespers: ~ 

~ 1st READING: Genesis 14: 14-20 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ At that time when Abram heard that his nephew had been captured, ~ 
~ he mustered three hundred and eighteen of his retainers, born in his ~ 
~ house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. He and his party deployed ~ __. 
~ against them at night, defeated them, and pursued them as far as ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ Hobah, which is north of Damascus. He recovered all the possessions, ~ 

...-- ~ besides bringing back his kinsman Lot and his possessions, along with ~ 
~ the women and the other captives. ~ 

,_.... ~ When Abram returned from his victory over Chedorlaomer and the ~ 
~ kings who were allied with him, the king of Sodom went out to greet ~ 
~ him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). ~ 

~ Mechizedek, king of Salem, brought out bread and wine, and being ~ 
~ a priest of God Most High, he blessed Abram with these words: ~ 

,............ ~ "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, the creator of heaven and earth; ~ 
~ and blessed be God Most High, who delivered your foes into your ~ 
~ hand." ~ 

...-- ~ ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Deuteronomy 1:8-11, 15, and 17 ~ 

~ Thus says the Lord: "I have given that land over to you. Go now and ~ 
r- ~ occupy the land I swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, I ~ 

~ would give to them and to their descendants. At that time I said to you, ~ 
,_.... ~ 'Alone, I am unable to carry you. The Lord, your God, has so multiplied ~ 

~ you that you are now as numerous as the stars in the sky. May the Lord, ~ 
~ the God of your fathers, increase you a thousand times over, and bless ~ 

r- ~ you as he promised!• So I took outstanding men of your tribes, wise ~ 
~ and experienced, and made them your leaders as officials over thou- ~ 

r- ~ sands, over hundreds, over fifties and over tens, and other tribal offi- ~ 
~ cers. In rendering judgment, do not consider who a person is; give ear ~ 
~ to the lowly and to the great alike, fearing no man, for judgment is ~ 

r- ~ God's. Refer to me any case that is too hard for you and I will hear it." ~ 

~ 3rd READING: Deuteronomy 10: 14-21 ~ 
r- ~ Thus says the Lord: "Think! The heavens, even the highest heavens, ~ 

~ belong to the Lord, your God, as well as the earth and everything on it. ~ 
r- ~ Yet in his love for your fathers the Lord was so attached to them as to ~ 

~ choose you, their descendants, in preference to all other peoples, as in- ~ 
~ deed he has now done. Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and be no ~ 

r- ~ longer stiff-necked. For the Lord, your God, is the God of gods, the Lord · ~ 
~ of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who has no favorites, ac- ~ 
~ cepts no bribes; who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and ~ 
~ befriends the alien, feeding and clothing him. So you too must befriend ~ 
~ the alien, for you were once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt. The ~ 

r- ~ Lord, your God, shall you fear, and him shall you serve; hold fast to him ~ 
~ and swear by his name. He is your glory, he, your God, who has done for ~ 

r- ~ you those great and terrible things which your own eyes have seen." ~ 

~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ PENTECOST ~ 
~ ~ 
~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ ~ .......... 

~ 1st READING: Numbers 11: 16-17, and 24-29 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ The Lord said to Moses: "Assemble for me seventy of the elders of ~ 

..__,; 

~ Israel, men you know for true elders and authorities among the people, ~ 
~ and bring them to the meeting tent. When they are in place beside you, ~ ----~ I will come down and speak with you there. I will also take some of the ~ 
~ spirit that is on you and will bestow it on them, that they may share the ~ 
~ burden of the people with you. You will then not have to bear it by your- ~ ...._, 

~ self. " ~ 
~ So Moses went out and told the people what the Lord had said. ~ 
~ ~ ___. 

~ Gathering seventy elders of the people, he had them stand around the ~ 
~ tent. The Lord then came down in the cloud and spoke to him. Taking ~ 
~ some of the spirit that was on Moses, he bestowed it on the seventy ~ 

...._, 

~ elders; and as the spirit came to rest on them, they prophesied. ~ 
~ Now two men, one named Eldad and the other Medad, were not in ~ ....__. 

~ ~ 
~ 

the gathering but had been left in the camp. They too had been on the ~ 
~ list, but had not gone out to the tent; yet the spirit came to rest on them ~ also, and they prophesied in the camp. So, when a young man quickly 

....__. 

~ ~ 
~ told Moses, "Eidad and Medad are prophesying in the camp," Joshua, ~ . 
~ son of Nun, who from his youth had been Moses' aide, said, "Moses, my ~ _J 
~ lord, stop them." But Moses answered him, "Are you jealous for my ~ 
~ sake? Would that all the people of the Lord were prophets! Would that ~ 
~ the Lord might bestow his spirit on them all!" ~ -.J 

~ 2nd READING: Joel 2: 23 thru 3: 2 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Thus says the Lord: And do you, 0 children of Zion, exult and rejoice ~ 

__... 

~ in the Lord, your God! He has given you the teacher of justice: he has ~ 
~ made the rain come down for you, the early and the late rain as before. ~ 

~ -.J ~ The threshing floors shall be full of grain and the vats shall overflow ~ ~ with wine and oil. And I will repay you for the years which the locust ~ 
~ has eaten, the grasshopper, the devourer, and the cutter, my great army ~ __... 
~ which I sent among you. You shall eat and be filled, and shall praise the ~ 
~ name of the Lord, your God, because he has dealt wondrously with you; ~ 
~ ~ -.J 
~ 

my people shall nevermore be put to shame. And you shall know that I ~ 
~ am in the midst of Israel; I am the Lord, your God, and there is no other; ~ 
~ my people shall nevermore be put to shame. ~ -
~ Then afterward I will pour out my spirit upon all mankind. Your sons ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ and daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your ~ 
r- ~ young men shall see visions; even upon the servants and the hand- ~ 

~ maids, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. ~ 

r- ~ 3rd READING: Ezekie/36: 24-28 I 
~ Thus says the Lord: I will take you away from among the nations, ~ 
~ gather you from all the foreign lands, and bring you back to your own ~ 

r- ~ land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you to cleanse you from all your ~ 
~ impurities, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 'I will give you a new ~ 

,---. ~ heart and place a new spirit within you, taking from your bodies your ~ 
~ stony hearts and giving you natural hearts. I will put my spirit within you ~ 

r-" ~ and make you live by my statutes, careful to observe my decrees. You ~ 
~ shall live in the land I gave your fathers; you shall be my people, and I ~ 

~ will be your God. ~ 

,---. ~ SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS ~ . ~ ~ 
r-" ~ Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ ~ 

r-" ~ 1stREADING:/saiah43:9-14 ~ 
~ Thus says the Lord: Let all the nations gather together, let the peo- ~ 

,..-. ~ pies assemble! Who among them could have revealed this, or foretold ~ 
~ to us the earlier things? Let them produce witnesses to prove them- ~ 
~ selves right, that one may hear and say, "It is true!" You are my wit- ~ 

,.-. ~ nesses, says the Lord, my servants whom I have chosen to know and ~ 
~ believe in me and understand that it is I. Before me no god was formed, ~ 

r-- ~ and after me there shall be none. ~ 
~ It is I, I the Lord; there is no savior but me. It is I who foretold, I who ~ 
~ saved; I made it known, not any strange god among you; you are my ~ 

,---. ~ witnesses, says the Lord. I am God, yes, from eternity I am He; there is ~ 
im none who can deliver from my hand: who can countermand what I do? im 

,..-. ~ ~ 
~ Thus says the Lord, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: for your ~ 
~ sakes I send to Babylon; I will lower all the bars, and the Chaldeans ~ 

__, ~ shall cry out in lamentation. ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Wisdom 3: 1-9 ~ 
,........ ~ Use the 3rd Reading for January 30th on pages 319-320 ~ 

~ 3rd READING: Wisdom 5: 15 thru 6:3 ~ 
- ~ ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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Thus says the Lord: The just live forever, and in the Lord is their rec
ompense, and the thought of them is with the Most High. Therefore shall 
they receive the splendid crown, the beauteous diadem, from the hand 
of the Lord-for he shall shelter them with his right hand, and protect 
them with his arm. He shall take his zeal for armor and he shall arm cre
ation to requite the enemy; he shall don justice for a breastplate and 
shall wear sure judgment for a helmet; he shall take invincible rectitude 
as a shield and whet his sudden anger for a sword, and the universe 
shall war with him against the foolhardy. Well-aimed shafts of lightnings 
shall go forth and from the clouds as from a well-drawn bow shall leap 
to the mark; and as from his sling, wrathful hailstones shall be hurled. 
The water of the sea shall be enraged against them and the streams 
shall abruptly overflow; a mighty wind shall confront them and a tem
pest winnow them out; thus lawlessness shall lay the whole earth waste 
and evildoing overturn the thrones of potentates. 

Hear, therefore, kings, and understand; learn, you magistrates of the 
earth's expanse! Hearken, you who are in power over the multitude and 
lord it over throngs of peoples! Because authority was given you by the 
Lord and sovereignty by the Most High, who shall probe your works 
and scrutinize your counsels! 

SEPTEMBER 8 
Nativity of the Mother of God 

For the Vespers: 

1st READING: Genesis 28: 10-17 

At that time Jacob departed from Beer-sheba and proceeded toward 
Haran. When he came upon a certain shrine, as the sun had already 
set, he stopped there for the night. Taking one of the stones at the 
shrine, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep at that spot. Then 
he had a dream: a stairway rested on the ground, with its top reaching 
to the heavens; and God's messengers were going up and down on it. 
And there was the Lord standing beside him and saying: "1, the Lord, am 
the God of your forefather Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on 
which you are lying I will give to you and your descendants. These shall 
be as plentiful as the dust of the earth, and through them you shall 
spread out east and west, north and south. In you and your descen
dants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing. Know that I am with 
you; I will protect you wherever you go, and bring you back to this land. 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ I will never leave you until I have done what I promised you." ~ 

r-- ~ When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he exclaimed, "Truly, the Lord is ~ 
~ in th is spot, althoug hid id not know it!" In solemn wonder he cried out: ~ 

,_ ~ "How awesome is this shrine! This is nothing else but an abode of God, ~ 

~ and that is the gateway to heaven!" ~ 

,__ ~ 2nd READING: Ezekiel 43: 27 thru 44: 4 ~ 
~ Thus says the Lord: And when these days are over, from the eighth ~ 
~ day on, the priests shall offer your holocausts and peace offerings on ~ 

r-- ~ the altar. Then I will accept you, says the Lord God. ~ 
~ Then he brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary, facing ~ 

,_ ~ the east; but it was closed. He said to me: This gate is to remain closed; ~ 
~ it is not to be opened for anyone to enter by it; since the Lord, the God ~ 
~ of Israel, has entered by it, it shall remain closed. Only the prince may ~ 

.......-- ~ sit down in it to eat his meal in the presence of the Lord. He must enter ~ 
~ by way of the vestibule of the gate, and leave by the same way. Then he ~ 

_ ~ brought me by way of the north gate to the facade of the temple, and ~ 
~ when I looked I saw the glory of the Lord filling the Lord's temple, and ~ 
~ I fell prone. ~ 

- ~ 3rd READING: Proverbs 9: 1-11 ~ 
_ ~ Thus says the Lord: Wisdom has built her house, she has set up her ~ 

~ seven columns; she has dressed her meat, mixed her wine, yes, she ~ 
~ has spread her table. She has sent out her maidens; she calls from the ~ 

......- ~ heights out over the city: "Let whoever is Simple turn in here; to him ~ 
~ who lacks understanding, I say, Come, eat of my food, and drink of the ~ 
@I wine I have mixed! Forsake foolishness that you may live; advance in @I 

- ~ ~ ~ the way of understanding. For by me your days will be mu lti plied and ~ 

~ the years of your life increased." ~ 
~ He who corrects an arrogant man earns insult; and he who reproves ~ 
~ a wicked man incurs opprobrium. Reprove not an arrogant man, lest he ~ 
~ hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you. I nstruct a wise man, ~ 
~ and he becomes still wiser; teach a just man, and he advances in learn- ~ 
~ ing. The beginning of wisdom is the fear of the Lord, and knowledge of ~ 

r ~ the Holy One is understanding. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

r-- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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SEPTEMBER 14 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

For the Vespers: 

1st READING: Exodus 15: 22-27 

At that time Moses led Israel forward from the Red Sea, and they 
marched out to the desert of Shur. After traveling for three days through 
the desert without finding water, they arrived at Marah, where they could 
not drink the water, because it was too bitter. Hence this place was 
called Marah. As the people grumbled against Moses, saying, "What 
are we to drink?" he appealed to the Lord, who pointed out to him a 
certain piece of wood. When he threw this into the water, the water be
came fresh. 

It was here that the Lord, in making rules and regulations for them, 
put them to the test. "If you really I isten to the voice of the Lord, your 
God," he told them, "and do what is right in his eyes: if you heed his 
commandments and keep all his precepts, I will not afflict you with any 
of the diseases with which I afflicted the Egyptians; for I, the Lord, am 
your healer." Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs 
of water and seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the water. 

2nd READING: Proverbs 3: 11-18 

Thus says the Lord: The discipline of the Lord, my son, disdain not; 
spurn not his reproof; for whom the Lord loves he reproves, and he 
chastises the son he favors. 

Happy the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understand
ing! For her profit is better than profit in silver, and better than gold is 
her revenue; she is more precious than corals, and none of your choice 
possessions can compare with her. Long life is in her right hand, in her 
left are riches and honor; her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths 
are peace; she is a tree of life to those grasp her, and he is happy who 
holds her fast. 

3rd READING: Isaiah 60: 11-16 

Thus says the Lord: Your gates shall stand open constantly; day and 
night they shall not be closed but shall admit to you the wealth of na
tions, and their kings, in the vanguard. For the people or kingdom shall 
perish that does not serve you; those nations shall be utterly destroyed. 
The glory of Lebanon shall come to you: the cypress, the plane and the 
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~ ~ 

r-- ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ pine, to bring beauty to my sanctuary, and glory to the place where I set ~ 

r- ~ my feet. The children of your oppressors shall come, bowing low before ~ 
~ you; all those who despised you shall fall prostrate at your feet. They ~ 
~ shall call you "City of the Lord," "Zion of the Holy One of Israel." ~ 

r-- ~ Once you were forsaken, hated and unvisited, now I will make you ~ 
~ the pride of the ages, a joy to generation after generation. You shall ~ 

- ~ ~ , ~ suck the milk of nations, and be nursed at royal breasts; you shall know ii!l 

~ that I, the Lord, am your savior, your redeemer, the mighty one of Jacob. ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ OCTOBER 1 ~ 
~ Protection of the Mother of God ~ 

............ ~ ~ 
· ~ For the Vespers: ~ 

~ ~ - ~ Use the Readings for September 8th on pages 306-307 ~ 

~ ~ 
- ~ ~ • ii!l NOVEMBER 8 ii!l 

~ St. Michael the Archangel and All the Heavenly Angels ~ 
............ ~ For the Vespers: ~ . ~ ~ 
I ~ 1st READING: Joshua 5: 13-15 ~ 

~ At that time while Joshua was near Jericho, he raised his eyes and ~ 
~ saw one who stood facing him, drawn sword in hand. Joshua went up ~ 

r-- ~ to him and asked, "Are you one of us or of our enemies?" He replied, ~ 
~ "Neither. I am the captain of the host of the Lord and I have just ar- ~ 

1 
~ rived." Then Joshua fell prostrate to the ground in worship, and said to ~ 

L. ~ him, "What has my lord to say to his servant?" The captain of the host ~ 
~ of the Lord replied to Joshua, "Remove your sandals from your feet, for ~ 
~ the place on which you are standing is holy." And Joshua obeyed. ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Judges 6: 2, 7, and 11-24 ~ 
~ 3rd READING: Isaiah 14: 7-20 ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ r l ~ 
I I 

r-- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

r-- ~ 309 ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -~ NOVEMBER 21 ~ 
~ Entrance of our Most Holy Lady, Mother of God and ~ 
~ Ever-virgin Mary, Into the Temple ~ -
~ ~ 
~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ ~ ~ 1st READING: Exodus 40: 1-5, 9-10, 16, and 34-35 ~ 

~ The Lord said to Moses, "On the first day of the first month you shall ~ ---J 

~ erect the Dwelling of the meeting tent. Put the ark of the command- ~ 
~ ments in it, and screen off the ark with the veil. Bring in the table and ~ 
~ set it. Then bring in the lampstand and set up the lamps on it. Put the ~ 
@I golden altar of incense in front of the ark of the commandments, and ~ 
~ ~ ' ffil hang the curtain at the entrance of the Dwelling. ffil __. 

~ "Take the anointing oil and anoint the Dwelling and everything in it, ~ 
~ consecrating it and all its furnishings, so that it will be sacred. Anoint the ~ _.J 

~ altar of holocausts and all its appurtenances, consecrating it, so that it ~ 
~ will be most sacred." Moses did exactly as the Lord had commanded ~ 
~ him. Then the cloud covered the meeting tent, and the glory of the Lord ~ 
~ filled the Dwelling. Moses could not enter the meeting tent, because ~ 
~ the cloud settled down upon it and the glory of the Lord filled the ~ 
~ Dwelling. ~ -

~ 2nd READING: I Kings 7:51, 8: 1, 3-7, and 9-11 ~ 
~ At that time, when all the work undertaken by King Solomon in the ~ 
~ temple of the Lord was completed, he brought in the dedicated offer- ~ 
~ ings of his father David, putting the silver, gold, and other articles in the ~ 
~ treasuries of the temple of the Lord. ~ 
~ At the order of Solomon, the elders of Israel and all the leaders of the ~ 
~ tribes, the princes in the ancestral houses of the Israelites, came to King ~ 
~ Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the Lord's covenant from ~ 
~ the city of David [which is Zion]. When all the elders of Israel had arrived, ~ 
~ the priests took up the ark; they carried the ark of the Lord and the ~ 
~ meeting tent with all the sacred vessels that were in the tent. (The ~ -J 

~ priests and Levites carried them.) ~ 

~ King Solomon and the entire community of Israel present for the oc- ~ 
~ casion sacrificed before the ark sheep and oxen too many to number or ~ -
~ count. The priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its ~ 
~ place beneath the wings of the cherubim in the sanctuary, the holy of ~ _ 
~ holies of the temple. The cherubim had their wings spread out over the ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ -
~ ~ 
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~ ~ -
+•+ 



••• ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ place of the ark, sheltering the ark and its poles from above. There was ~ 

~ ~ nothing in the ark but the two stone tablets which Moses had put there ~ 
~ at Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant with the Israelites at their ~ 
~ departure from the land of Egypt. When the priests left the holy place, ~ 

,.......... ~ the cloud filled the temple of the Lord so that the priests could no longer ~ 
~ minister because of the cloud, since the Lord's glory had filled the tern- ~ 

_ ~ pie of the Lord. ~ 

~ 3rd READING: Ezekie/43: 27 thru 44:4 ~ .-- I Use the 2nd Reading for September 8th on page 307 ~ 
~ ~ 

......-- ~ DECEMBER 6 ~ 
~ St. Nicholas of Myra, Wonder-worker ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ ~ 

......-- ~ 1st READING: Proverbs 10: 7, 6, 3: 13-16, 8: 34-35, 4, 12, 14, 17, 5-9, ~ 

~ 1: 23, and 15: 4 ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 10:31-32, 11: 1-2, 4, 3, and 5-12 ~ 
...-- ~ Use the 3rd Reading for January 1st on page 316 ~ 
.....- ~ 3rd READING: Wisdom 4: 7-15 ~ 

~ Thus says the Lord: The just man, though he die early, shall be at ; 
......-- ~ rest. For the age that is honorable comes not with the passing of time, ~ 

~ nor can it be measured in terms of years. Rather, understanding is the ~ 
@! hoary crown for men, and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age. He @! 

r ~ ~ L. ~ who pleased God was loved; he who lived among sinners was trans- ~ 
~ ported-snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind or deceit be- ~ 

.....- ~ guile his soul; for the witchery of paltry things obscures what is right ~ 
!§! and the whirl of desire transforms the innocent mind. Having become !§! 
~ perfect in a short while, he reached the fullness of a long career; for his ~ 
!§! soul was pleasing to the Lord, therefore he sped him out of the midst !§! 

l ~ of wickedness. But the people saw and did not understand, nor did they ~ 
~ take this into account because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, ~ 

r- ~ and his care is with his elect. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

,.......... ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ ; ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ••• 



DECEMBER 8 
The Maternity of the Holy Anna 

For the Vespers: 

Use the Readings for September 8th on pages 306-307 

SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Sunday of the Holy Fathers 

For the Vespers: 

Use the Readings for the 7th Paschal Sunday, 
Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 1st Council 

on pages 302-303 

DECEMBER 24 

For the Royal Hours: 

1st HOUR: Micah 5: 1-3 

But you, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, too small to be among the clans of 
Judah. From you shall come forth for me, one who is to be ruler in Is
rael; whose origin is from of old, from ancient times. Therefore the Lord 
will give them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne, 
and the rest of his brethren shall return to the children of Israel. He shall 
stand firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of the Lord, in the 
majestic name of the Lord, his God; and they shall remain, for now his 
greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; he shall be peace. 

3rd HOUR: Baruch 3: 36 thru 4: 4 

Thus says the Lord: Such is our God, no other is to be compared to 
him: he has traced out all the way of understanding, and has given her 
to Jacob, his servant, to Israel, his beloved Son. Since then she has ap
peared on earth, and moved among men. She is the book of the pre
cepts of God, the law that endures forever; all who cling to her will live, 
but those will die who forsake her. Turn, 0 Jacob, and receive her: walk 
by her light toward splendor. Give not your glory to another, your privi
leges to an alien race. Blessed are we, 0 Israel; for what pleases God 
is known to us! 
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....... 
~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 6th HOUR: Isaiah 7: 10-16, 8: 1-4, and 8-10 ~ 

r-- ~ Use the 8th Reading for December 25 on page 314 ~ 
~ ~ 

~ ~ 9th HOUR: Isaiah 9:6-7 ~ 
~ Use the 7th Reading for December 25th on page 314 ~ 

~ ~ 
- ~ ~ ~ DECEMBER 25 ~ 
r- ~ Nativity of Our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ ~ 

~ For the Vigil Liturgy with Vespers: ~ 
- ~ 1st READING: Genesis 1: 1-13 ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Numbers 24:2-3, 5-9, and 17-18 ~ 
,_ ~ 3rd READING: Micah 4: 6-7 and 5: 2-4a ~ 

~ Thus says the Lord: On that day I will gather the lame, and I will as- ~ 
L ~ semble the outcasts, and those whom I have afflicted. I will make of the ~ 

~ lame a remnant, and of those driven far off a strong nation; and the Lord ~ 
~ shall be king over them on Mount Zion, from now on forever. ~ 

- ~ ~ ~ Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time when she who is ~ 
@I to give birth has borne, and the rest of his brethren shall return to the @I 

r-- ~ ~ ~ children of Israel. He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the ~ 
~ strength of the Lord, in the majestic name of the Lord, his God; and they ~ 

r- ~ shall remain, for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; ~ 

~ he shall be peace. ~ 

r- ~ 4th READING: Isaiah 11: 1-10 ~ 
~ Thus says the Lord: A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, ~ 
~ and from his roots a bud shall blossom. The spirit of the Lord shall rest ~ 

- ~ upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, a spirit of counsel ~ 
~ and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the Lord, and his ~ 

_ ~ delight shall be the fear of the Lord. Not by appearance shall he judge, ~ 
~ nor by hearsay shall he decide, but he shall judge the poor with justice, ~ 
~ and decide aright for the land's afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless ~ 

r- ~ with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the ~ 
~ wicked. Justice shall be the band around his waist, and faithfulness a ~ 
~ belt upon his hips. Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the ~ 

.-- ~ leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the young lion shall ~ 
~ browse together, with a little child to guide them. The cow and the bear ~ 

- ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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ffii ffii 
~ ~ 
~ ~ --
~ shall be neighbors, together their young shall rest; the lion shall eat hay ~ 
~ like the ox. The baby shall lay his hand on the adder's lair. There shall ~ 
~ be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be filled ~ 
~ with knowledge of the Lord, as water covers the sea. On that day, the ~ 
~ root of Jesse, set up as a signal for the nations, the Gentiles shall seek ~ --J 

~ out, for his dwelling shall be glorious. ~ 
~ 5th READING: Baruch 3: 36-38 and 4: 1-4 ~ 
~ ~ -~ 6th READING: Daniel 2: 31-36 and 44-45 ~ 
~ 7th READING: Isaiah 9: 5-6 ~ 
~ ~ ___. 

~ Thus says the Lord: For a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon ~ 
~ his shoulder dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God- ~ 
~ Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever ~ 
~ peaceful, from David's throne, and over his kingdom, which he confirms ~ 
~ and sustains by judgment and justice, both now and forever. The zeal ~ 
~ of the Lord of hosts will do this! ~ ---..1 

~ 8th READING: Isaiah 7: 10-16, 8: 1-4, and 8-10 ~ 
~ ~ ....... 
~ Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: Ask for a sign from the Lord, your ~ 
~ God; let it be deep as the nether world, or high as the sky! But Ahaz an- ~ 
~ swered, "I will not ask! I will not tempt the Lord! Then he said: Listen, 0 ~ ---..1 

~ house of David! Is it not enough for you to weary men, must you also ~ 
~ weary my God? Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the ~ 
~ virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 

He shall be living on curds and honey by the time he learns to reject 
~ 

~ the bad and choose the good. For before the child learns to reject the ~ _j 

~ bad and choose the good, the land of those two kings whom you dread ~ 
~ shall be deserted. ~ 
~ The Lord said to me: Take a large cylinder-seal, and inscribe on it in ~ 
~ ordinary letters: "Belonging to Maher-shalal-hash-baz." And I took reli- ~ 
~ able witnesses, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah, son of Jeberechiah. ~ -J 

~ ~ 
~ Then I went to the prophetess and she conceived and bore a son. The ~ 
~ Lord said to me: Name him Maher-shalal-hash-baz, for before the child ~ 
~ knows how to call his father or mother by name, the wealth of Damas- ~ 
~ cus and the spoil of Samaria shall be carried off by the king of Assyria. ~ 
~ It shall pass into Judah, and flood it all throughout: up to the neck it ~ 
~ shall reach; it shall spread its wings the full width of your land, lm- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ manuel! Know, 0 peoples, and be appalled! Give ear, all you distant ~ -
~ lands! Arm, but be crushed! Arm, but be crushed! Form a plan, and it ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 314 ~ ~ ~ -J ~ ~ ....... 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ shall be thwarted; make a resolve, and it shall not be carried out, for, ~ 

,.......... ~ "God is with us!" ~ 
~ ~ 

,_ ~ JANUARY 1 ~ 
~ Circumcision of Our Lord Jesus Christ ~ 
~ Also: ~ 

r- ~ Commemoration of St. Basil the Great ~ 
~ ~ 

,.._ ~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ 1st READING: Genesis 17: 1-2, 4-8, 3, 9-12, and 14 ~ 
~ At that time when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord ap- ~ 
~ peared to him and said: "I am God the Almighty. Walk in my presence ~ 
~ and be blameless. Between you and me I will establish my covenant, ~ 
~ and I will multiply you exceedingly. My covenant with you is this: you are ~ 
~ to become the father of a host of nations. No longer shall you be called ~ 

,_ ~ Abram; your name shall be Abraham, for I am making you the father of ~ 
~ a host of nations. I will render you exceedingly fertile; I will make nations ~ 
~ of you; kings shall stem from you. I will maintain my covenant with you ~ 

r- ~ and your descendants after you throughout the ages as an everlasting ~ 
~ pact, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. I will ~ 

r- ~ give to you and to your descendants after you the land in which you ~ 
~ are now staying, the whole land of Canaan, as a permanent posses- ~ 
~ sian; and I will be their God." ~ 

...- ~ When Abram prostrated himself, God continued to speak to him: "On ~ 
~ your part, you and your descendants after you must keep my covenant ~ 

r- ~ throughout the ages. This is my covenant with you and your descen- ~ 
~ dants after you that you must keep: every male among you shall be cir- ~ 
~ cumcised. Circumcise the flesh of your foreskin, and that shall be the ~ 

r- ~ mark of the covenant between you and me. Throughout the ages, every ~ 
~ male among you, when he is eight days old, shall be circumcised, in- ~ 

r- ~ eluding houseborn slaves and those acquired with money from any for- ~ 
~ eigner who is not of your blood. If a male is uncircumcised, that is, if the ~ 
~ flesh of his foreskin has not been cut away, such a one shall be cut off ~ 

r- ~ from his people; he has broken my covenant." ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 8: 22-31 ~ 

~ ~ Thus says the Lord: "The Lord begot me, the firstborn of his ways, ~ 
~ the forerunner of his prodigies of long ago; from of old I was poured ~ 
~ forth, at the first, before the earth. When there were no depths I was ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 315 ~ ~ ~ 

+•+ 
r-



+•+--
ffil ffil 
~ ~ 
~ brought forth, when there were no fountains or springs of water; before ~ 
~ ~ 
~ the mountains were settled into place, before the hills, I was brought ~ 
~ forth; while as yet the earth and the fields were not made, nor the first ~ -
~ clods of the world. ~ 
~ "When he established the heavens I was there, when he marked out ~ 
~ the vault over the face of the deep; when he made firm the skies above, ~ 
~ ~ 
~ when he fixed fast the foundations of the earth; when he set for the sea ~ 
~ its limit, so that the waters should not transgress his command; then ~ 

--l 

~ was I beside him as his craftsman, and I was his delight day by day, ~ 
~ playing before him all the while, playing on the surface of his earth; and ~ ___. 

~ I found delight in the sons of men." ~ 
~ 3rd READING: Proverbs 10:31-32, 11: 1-2, 4, 3, and 5-12 ~ 
~ ~ ___. 

~ Thus says the Lord: The mouth of the just yields wisdom, but the ~ 
~ perverse tongue will be cut off. The lips of the just know how to please, ~ 
~ but the mouth of the wicked, how to pervert. False scales are an abom- ~ 
~ ination to the Lord, but a full weight is his delight. When pride comes, ~ 
~ disgrace comes; but with the humble is wisdom. Wealth is useless on ~ 

~ ----~ the day of wrath, but virtue saves from death. The honesty of the upright ~ ~ guides them; the faithless are ruined by their duplicity. The honest man's ~ ~ virtue makes his way straight, but by his wickedness the wicked man ~ -.J 
~ falls. The virtue of the upright saves them, but the faithless are caught ~ ~ in their own intrigue. When a wicked man dies his hope perishes, and ~ 
~ ~ --J 
~ 

what is expected from strength come to nought. The just man escapes ~ 
~ trouble, and the wicked man falls into it in his stead. With his mouth the ~ 

~ impious man would ruin his neighbor, but through their knowledge the ~ ..._j 
~ ~ just make their escape. When the just prosper, the city rejoices; and 
~ ~ when the wicked perish, there is jubilation. Through the blessing of the 
~ _. ~ righteous the city Is exalted, but through the mouth of the wicked it is 
~ ~ overthrown. He who reviles his neighbor has no sense, but the intelli-
~ ~ gent man keeps silent. ~ --~ ~ ~ JANUARY 5 ~ ~ ~ --.1 

~ For the Royal Hours: ~ ~ ~ ~ 1st HOUR: Isaiah 35: 1-10 
~ 

--' 
~ Thus says the Lord: The desert and the parched land will exult; the ~ ~ steppe will rejoice and bloom. They will bloom with abundant flowers, ~ ~ 

__.. 

~ 
and rejoice with joyful song. The glory of Lebanon will be given to them, ~ 
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~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the Lord, ~ 

r- ~ the splendor of our God. Stengthen the hands that are feeble, make ~ 
~ firm the knees that are weak, say to those whose hearts are frightened: ~ 
~ be strong, fear not! Here is your God, he comes with vindication; with ~ 
~ divine recompense he comes to save you. Then will the eyes of the blind ~ 
~ be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; then will the lame leap like ~ 

....-- ~ a stag, then the tongue of the dumb will sing. ~ 

~ Streams will burst forth in the desert, and rivers in the steppe. The ~ 
~ burning sands will become pools, and the thirsty ground, springs of ~ 
~ water; the abode where jackals lurk will be a marsh for the reed and pa- ~ 
~ pyrus. A highway will be there, called the holy way; no one unclean may ~ 
~ pass over it, nor fools go astray on it. No lion will be there, nor beast of ~ 
~ prey go up to be met upon it. It Is for those with a journey to make, and ~ 
~ on it the redeemed will walk. Those whom the Lord has ransomed will ~ 
~ return and enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy; they will ~ 
~ meet with joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning will flee. ~ 

- ~ 3rd HOUR: Isaiah 1: 16-20 ~ 
~ Use the 7th Reading for January 6th on page 318 ~ 

- ~ 6th HOUR: Isaiah 12:3-6 I 
,....- ~ Use the 3rd Reading for the Blessing of Water on page 319 ~ 

~ 9th HOUR: Isaiah 49:8-15 ~ 
~ ~ ,...._ ~ Use the 13th Reading for January 6th on pages 318-319 ~ 

~ ~ 
- ~ ~ ~ ~ JANUARY 6 ~ 

~ Theophany of Our Lord God and Savior, Jesus Christ ~ 
~ For the Vigil Liturgy with Vespers: ~ 

~ 1st READING: Genesis 1: 1-13 ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Exodus 14: 15-18, 21-23, and 27-29 ~ 

~ 3rd READING: Exodus 15: 22 thru 16: 1 ~ I 4th READING: Joshua 3: 7-8 and 15-17 ~ 
~ The Lord said to Joshua, "Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight ~ 
~ of all Israel, that they may know I am with you, as I was with Moses. ~ 
~ Now command the priests carrying the ark of the covenant to come to ~ 
~ a halt in the Jordan when they reach the edge of the waters." No sooner ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ had these priestly bearers of the ark waded into the waters at the edge ~ --
~ ~ 
~ of the Jordan, which overflows all its banks during the entire season of ~ 

~ _j ~ the harvest, than the waters flowing from upstream halted, backing up 
~ ~ in a solid mass for a very great distance indeed, from Adam, a city in the ~ ~ direction of Zarethan; while those flowing downstream toward the Salt ~ ---J ~ Sea of the Arabah disappeared entirely. Thus the people crossed over ~ ~ opposite Jericho. While all Israel crossed over on dry ground, the priests ~ ~ carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord remained motionless on ~ ~ dry ground in the bed of the Jordan until the whole nation had com- ~ ~ pleted the passage. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ 5th READING: 2 Kings 2:6-14 ~ 
~ 6th READING: 2 Kings 5:9-14 ~ 
~ ~ -
~ 7th READING: Isaiah 1: 16-20 ~ 
~ ~ 

Thus says the Lord: Wash yourselves clean! Put away your misdeeds ~ ----~ ~ ~ from before my eyes; cease doing evil; learn to do good. Make justice 
~ ~ your aim: redress the wronged, hear the orphan's plea, defend the 
~ -~ widow. ~ ~ Come now, let us set things right, says the Lord: though your sins be like ~ 

~ ~ ---
~ scarlet, they may become white as snow; though they be crimson red, ~ 
~ they may become white as wool. If you are willing, and obey, you shall ~ 
~ eat the good things of the land; but if you refuse and resist, the sword ~ -
~ shall consume you: for the mouth of the Lord has spoken! ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ -
~ ~ 
~ 8th READING: Genesis 32: 1-10 ~ 

~ ---~ 9th READING: Exodus 2:5-10 ~ ~ ~ 
~ 10th READING: Judges 6:36-40 ~ ---~ 11th READING: I Kings 18: 30-39 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 12th READING: 2 Kings 2: 19-22 ~ ----
~ 13th READING: Isaiah 49:8-15 ~ 
~ Thus says the Lord: In a time of favor I answer you, on the day of ~ 
~ ~ __. 

~ salvation I help you to restore the land and allot the desolate heritages, ~ 
~ saying to the prisoners: Come out! - to those in darkness: Show your- ~ 
~ selves! Along the ways they shall find pasture, on every bare height ~ 

__. 

~ shall their pastures be. They shall not hunger or thirst, nor shall the ~ 
~ ~ --~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ scorching wind or the sun strike them; for he who pities them leads ~ 
~ them and guides them beside springs of water. I will cut a road through ~ 
~ all my mountains, and make my highways level. See, some shall come ~ 

r- ~ from afar, others from the north and the west, and some from the land ~ 
~ of Syene. ~ 
~ Sing out, 0 heavens, and rejoice, 0 earth, break forth into song, you ~ 
~ mountains. For the Lord comforts his people and shows mercy to his af- ~ 
~ flicted. But Zion said, "The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has forgot- ~ 
~ ten me." Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for the ~ 

~ ~ child of her womb? Even should she forget, I will never forget you. ~ 
@! For the Blessing of Water: @! 

~ ~ ~ 
~ 1st READING: Isaiah 35: 1-10 ~ 

~ 2nd READING: Isaiah 55: 1-13 ~ 
r- ~ ~ 

~ 3rd READING: Isaiah 12: 3-6 ~ 
- i i , · m~ Thus says the Lord: With joy you will draw water at the fountain of m~ 

~ salvation, and say on that day: Give thanks to the Lord, acclaim his ~ 
~ name; among the nations make known his deeds, proclaim how exalted ~ i is his name. Sing praise to the Lord for his glorious achievement; let i 
~ this be known throughout all the earth. Shout with exultation, 0 city of ~ 
~ Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel! ~ 

~ ~ ,- i JANUARY 30 i 
~ Commemoration of the Three Holy Bishops ~ 

r- ~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ 1st READING: Deuteronomy 1:8-11, 15, and 17 ~ 

r- ~ Use the 2nd Reading for the 7th Paschal Sunday on page 303 ~ 
i i 

r- ~ 2nd READING: Deuteronomy 10: 14-21 ~ 

~ Use the 3rd Reading for the 7th Paschal Sunday on page 303 ~ 

~ ~ 3rd READING: Wisdom 3: 1-9 ~ 
~ Thus says the Lord: But the souls of the just are in the hand of God, ~ 
~ and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in the view of the fool- ~ 

,....... ~ ish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an affliction and ~ 
i their going forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in peace. For if ~ 

r ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ before men, indeed, they be punished, yet is their hope full of immor- ~ 
~ tality; chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God tried ~ 
~ them and found them worthy of himself. As gold in the furnace, he ~ 
~ proved them, and as sacrifical offerings he took them to himself. In the ~ 
~ time of their visitation they shall shine, and shall dart about as sparks ~ ---.~ 
~ through stubble; they shall judge nations and rule over peoples, and ~ 
~ the Lord shall be their King forever. Those who trust in him shall under- ~ 
~ stand truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love: because grace ~ --..J 

~ and mercy are with his holy ones, and his care is with his elect. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ FEBRUARY 2 ~ __. 
~ The Meeting of our Lord with Simeon ~ 
~ ~ --..J 
~ For the Vespers: ~ 

~ ~ -~ ~ 1st READING: Exodus 12:51, 13: 1-3, 10-12, 14-16, 22:29 ~ -

~ Leviticus 12: 2-4, 6, and 8 ~ 
~ Numbers 8: 15-17 ~ --
~ On the same day when the Lord brought the Israelites out of Egypt ~ 
~ company by company, he spoke to Moses and said, "Consecrate to me ~ ___.. 
~ every first-born that opens the womb among the Israelites, both of man ~ 
~ and beast I for it belongs to me." Moses said to the people, "Remem- ~ 

1 
~ ber this day on which you came out of Egypt, that place of slavery. It ~ --..J 

~ was with a strong hand that the Lord brought you away. Nothing made ~ 
~ with leaven must be eaten. Therefore, you shall keep this prescribed ~ _J 

~ rite at its appointed time from year to year. When the Lord, your God, ~ 
~ has brought you into the land of the Canaanites, which he swore to you ~ 
~ and your fathers he would give you, you shall dedicate to the Lord every ~ 
~ son that opens the womb; and all the male firstlings of your animals ~ 
~ shall belong to the Lord. If your son should ask you later on, 'What does ~ 
~ this mean?' you shall tell him, 'With a strong hand the Lord brought us ~ --' 
~ out of Egypt, that place of slavery. When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to ~ 
~ let us go, the Lord killed every first-born in the land of Egypt, every first- I ___. 
~ born of man and of beast. That is why I sacrifice to the Lord everything ~ 
f§l of the male sex that opens the womb, and why I redeem every first- f§l 
~ born of my sons.' Let this, then, be as a sign on your hand and as a ~ __. 
~ pendant on your forehead: with a strong hand the Lord brought us out ~ 

~ of Egypt." ~ 
~ Thus also says the Lord: "You must do the same with your oxen and ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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r--' ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ your sheep; for seven days the firstling may stay with its mother, but ~ 

r- ~ on the eighth day you must give it to me. Tell the Israelites: When a ~ 
~ woman has conceived and gives birth to a boy, she shall be unclean ~ 
~ for seven days, with the same uncleanness as at her menstrual period. ~ 

r- ~ On the eighth day, the flesh of the boy's foreskin shall be circumcised, ~ 
~ and then she shall spend thirty-three days more in becoming purified of ~ 

r- ~ her blood; she shall not touch anything sacred nor enter the sanctuary ~ 
. ~ till the days of her purification are fulfilled. When the days of her purifi- ~ 
~ cation for a son or for a daughter are fulfilled, she shall bring to the ~ 

r- ~ priest at the entrance of the meeting tent a yearling lamb for a holo- ~ 
~ caust and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering. If, however, she ~ 

,.._ ~ cannot afford a lamb, she may take two turtledoves or two pigeons, the ~ 
~ one for a holocaust and the other for a sin offering. The priest shall make ~ 
~ atonement for her, and thus she will again be clean. ~ 

_..... ~ "Only then shall the Levites enter upon their service in the meeting ~ 
~ tent. You shall purify them and offer them as a wave offering; because ~ 

r ~ they, among the Israelites, are strictly dedicated to me; I have taken ~ 
~ them for myself in place of every first-born that opens the womb among ~ 
~ the Israelites. Indeed, all the first-born among the Israelites, both of ~ 
~ man and of beast, belong to me; I consecrated them to myself on the ~ 
~ day I slew all the first-born in the land of Egypt." ~ 

- ~ ~ . ~ 2nd READING: Isaiah 6: 1-12 ~ I 3rd READING: Isaiah 19: 1, 3-5, 12, 16, and 19-21 I 
r- ~ ~ 

~ MARCH 25 ~ 
r- ~ Feast of the Annunciation ~ 

~ For Vespers on the eve of the Feast: ~ .-- I Use the Readings for September 8th on pages 306-307 ~ 
~ For Vespers with the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom on ~ 
~ the Feast: @! 

r- ~ ~ 
~ 1st READING: Exodus 3: 1-8 ~ 

,.._ ~ At that time Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, ~ 
~ the priest of Midian. Leading the flock across the desert, he came to ~ 
~ Horeb, the mountain of God. There an angel of the Lord appeared to ~ 

,...._ ~ him in fire flaming out of a bush. As he looked on, he was surprised to ~ 
~ see that the bush, though on fire, was not consumed. So Moses de- ~ 
~ cided, "I must go over to look at this remarkable sight, and see why the ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ bush is not burned." ~ 

~ When the Lord saw him coming over to look at it more closely, God ~ 
~ called out to him from the bush, "Moses! Moses!" He answered, "Here ~ ___. 
~ I am." God said, "Come no nearer! Remove the sandals from your feet, ~ 
~ for the place where you stand is holy ground. I am the God of your fa- ~ .......... 
~ ther, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob." Moses ~ 
~ hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. But the Lord said, "I have ~ 
~ witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt and have heard their cry ~ ___. 
~ of complaint against their slave drivers, so I know well what they are ~ 
~ suffering. Therefore I have come down to rescue them from the hands ~ --J 

~ of the Egyptians and lead them out of that land into a good and spa- ~ 
~ cious land, a land flowing with milk and honey, the country of the ~ 
~ Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites." ~ ___. 

~ 2nd READING: Proverbs 8:22-31 ~ 
~ ~ _j 
~ Use the 2nd Reading for January 1st on pages 315-316 ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ APRIL 23 ~ 
~ Feast of St. George ~ 
~ ~ ----~ For the Vespers: ~ 

~ 1st READING: Isaiah 43: 9-14 ~ --
~ Use the 1st Reading for All Saints Sunday on page 305 ~ 
~ ~ l 
~ 2nd READING: Wisdom 3: 1-9 ~ ,_,j 

~ Use the 3rd Reading for January 30th on pages 319-320 ~ 

~ 3rd READING: Wisdom 4: 7-15 ~ ---J 
~ Use the 3rd Reading for December 6th on page 311 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ JUNE 24 ~ 
~ The Birth of St. John the Baptist ~ -

~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 1st READING: Genesis 17: 15-17, 19, 18: 11-14, 21: 1-2, and 4-8 ~ 
~ God said to Abraham: "As for your wife Sarai, do not call her Sarai; ~ ___. 
m her name shall be Sarah. I will bless her, and I will give you a son by m 

~ ~ ----
~ ~ 
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~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ her. Him also will I bless; he shall give rise to nations, and rulers of peo- ~ 
~ pies shall issue from him." Abraham prostrated himself and laughed as ~ 
~ he said to himself, "Can a child be born to a man who is a hundred years ~ 

r- ~ old? Or can Sarah give birth at ninety?" God replied: "Nevertheless, ~ 
~ your wife Sarah is to bear you a son, and you shall call him Isaac. I will ~ 
~ maintain my covenant with him as an everlasting pact, to be his God ~ 

r- ~ and the God of his descendants after him." ~ 

~ Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years, and Sarah ~ 
r-- ~ had stopped having her womanly periods. So Sarah laughed to herself ~ 

~ and said, "Now that I am so withered and my husband is so old, am I ~ 
~ still to have sexual pleasure?" But the Lord said to Abraham: "Why did ~ 

~"'"""'"' ~ Sarah laugh and say, 'Shall I really bear a child, old as I am?• Is any- ~ 
~ thing too marvelous for the Lord to do? At the appointed time, about ~ 
~ this time next year, I will return to you, and Sarah will have a son. " ~ 

r-- ~ The Lord took note of Sarah as he had said he would; he did for her ~ 
@! as he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore Abraham a son @! 

- ~ ~ F.!! in his old age, at the set time that God had stated. When his son Isaac F.!! I was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God had com- I 
~ manded. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was ~ 

r- ~ born to him. Sarah then said, "God has given me cause to laugh, and ~ 
~ all who hear of it will laugh with me. Who would have told Abraham," ~ 

r- ~ she added, "that Sarah would nurse children! Yet I have borne him a ~ 
~ son in his old age." Isaac grew, and on the day of the child's weaning ~ 
~ Abraham held a great feast. ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ 2nd READING: Judges 13:2-8, 13-14, 17-18, and 21 ~ 

r-- ~ ~ 
• ~ 3rd READING: Isaiah 40: 1-3, 9, 41: 17-18, 45:8, 48:20-21, and 54: 1 ~ 

~ Thus says the Lord: Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your ~ 
,....._ ~ God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her service ~ , 

~ is at an end, her guilt is expiated; indeed, she has received from the ~ 
,_......., ~ hand of the Lord double for all her sins. A voice cries out: In the desert ~ 

~ prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the wasteland a highway ~ 
~ for our God! Go up onto a high mountain, Zion, herald of glad tidings; ~ 

,....._ ~ cry out at the top of your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good news! Fear ~ 
~ not to cry out and say to the cities of Judah: Here is your God! ~ 

- ~ [Thus says the Lord:] The afflicted and the needy seek water in vain, ~ 
~ their tongues are parched with thirst. I, the Lord, will answer them; I, ~ 

r- ~ the God of Israel, will not forsake them. I will open up rivers on the bare ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ heights, and fountains in the broad valleys; I will turn the desert into a ~ 
~ marshland, and the dry ground into springs of water. Let justice de- ~ 
~ scend, 0 heavens, like dew from above, like gentle rain let the skies ~ 
~ drop it down. Let the earth open and salvation bud forth; let justice also ~ 
~ spring up! I, the Lord, have created this. Go forth from Babylon, flee ~ ......J 

~ from Chaldea! With shouts of joy proclaim this, make it known; publish ~ 
~ it to the ends of the earth, and say, "The Lord has redeemed his servant ~ 
~ Jacob. They did not thirst when he led them through dry lands; water ~ 
~ from the rock he set flowing for them; he cleft the rock, and waters ~ 
~ welled forth. Raise a glad cry, you barren one who did not bear, break ~ 
~ forth in jubilant song, you who were not in labor, for more numerous are ~ ......J 

~ the children of the deserted wife than the children of her who has a hus- ~ 
~ band, says the Lord." ~ __. 

~ ~ 
~ JUNE 29 ~ 
~ Commemoration of SS. Peter and Paul ~ 
~ ~ 
~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ 1st READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9 ~ 

~ Beloved: Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, he ~ ......J 

~ who in his great mercy gave us new birth; a birth unto hope which draws ~ 
~ its life from the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead; a birth to an ~ 
~ imperishable inheritance, incapable of fading or defilement, which is ~ -
~ kept in heaven for you who are guarded with God's power through faith; ~ 
~ a birth to a salvation which stands ready to be revealed in the last days. ~ __.. 

~ There is cause for rejoicing here. You may for a time have to suffer ~ 
~ the distress of many trials; but this is so that your faith, which is more ~ 
~ precious than the passing splendor of fire-tried gold, may by its gen- ~ ___.. 
~ uineness lead to praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ appears. AI- ~ 
~ though you have never seen him, you love him, and without seeing you ~ ......_. 
~ now believe in him, and rejoice with inexpressible joy touched with glory ~ 
~ because you are achieving faith's goal, your salvation. ~ 

~ 2nd READING: I Peter 1: 13-19 ~ 
~ Beloved: Gird the loins of your understanding; live soberly; set all ~ ..__J 

~ your hope on the gift to be conferred on you when Jesus Christ ap- ~ 
~ pears. As obedient sons, do not yield to the desires that once shaped ~ 
~ you in your ignorance. Rather, become holy yourselves in every aspect ~ _ 
~ of your conduct, after the likeness of the holy One who called you; re- ~ 

~ ~ -
~ ~ 
~ 324 ~ ~ ~ ---' 

+•+ 



~·~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ member, Scripture says, "Be holy, for I am holy." In prayer you call upon ~ 

.--- ~ a Father who judges each one justly on the basis of his actions. Since ~ 
~ this is so, conduct yourselves reverently during your sojourn in a ~ 
~ strange land. Realize that you were delivered from the futile way of life ~ 

.--- ~ your fathers handed on to you, not by any diminishable sum of silver or ~ 
~ gold, but by Christ's blood beyond all price: the blood of a spotless, ~ 

.--- ~ unblemished lamb. ~ 

~ 3rd READING: 1 Peter 2: 11-24 ~ 
....- I Beloved, you are strangers and in exile; hence I urge you not to in- ~ 

~ dulge your carnal desires. By their nature they wage war on the soul. ~ 
.- ~ Though the pagans may slander you as troublemakers, conduct your- ~ 

~ selves blamelessly among them. By observing your good works they ~ 
~ may give glory to God on the day of visitation. ~ 

~ Because of the Lord, be obedient to every human institution, whether ~ 
~ to the emperor as sovereign or to the governors he commissions for ~ 

.- ~ the punishment of criminals and the recognition of the upright. Such ~ 
~ obedience is the will of God. You must silence the ignorant talk of fool- ~ 
~ ish men by your good behavior. Live as free men, but do not use your ~ 

....- ~ freedom as a cloak for vice. In a word, live as servants of God. You must ~ 
~ esteem the person of every man. Foster love for the brothers, rever- ~ 
~ ence for God, respect for the emperor. ~ 

~ You household slaves, obey your masters with all deference, not only ~ 
~ the good and reasonable ones but even those who are harsh. When a ~ 

.......--. ~ man can suffer Injustice and endure hardship through his awareness of ~ 
~ God's presence, this is the work of grace in him. If you do wrong and get ~ 

.......--. ~ beaten for it, what credit can you claim? But if you put up with suffer- ~ 
~ ing for doing what is right, this is acceptable in God's eyes. It was for ~ 
~ this you were called, since Christ suffered for you in just this way and ~ 

r--- ~ left you an example, to have you follow in his footsteps. He did no ~ 
~ wrong; no deceit was found in his mouth. When he was insulted, he re- ~ 
~ turned no insult. When he was made to suffer, he did not counter with ~ 

r- ~ threats. Instead, he delivered himself up to the One who judges justly. ~ 
~ In his own body he brought your sins to the cross, so that all of us, dead ~ 

.--- ~ to sin, could live in accord with God's will. By his wounds you were ~ 
~ healed. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

- ~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS ~ 
~ OF THE FIRST SIX ECUMENICAL COUNCILS ~ 
~ On a Sunday between July 13 to 19 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ For the Vespers: ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Use the Readings for the 7th Paschal Sunday on pages 302-303 ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ JULY 20 ~ 
~ Commemoration of the Holy Prophet Elias ~ _j 
~ ~ 
~ For the Vespers: ~ I 1st READING: 1 Kings 17: 1-23 I ~ 
~ 2nd READING: 1 Kings 18: 1, 17-41, 44, 42, 45-46, and 19: 1-16 ~ ___.. 

~ 3rd READING: 1 Kings 19: 19-21 and 2 Kings 2: 1, and 6-14 ~ 
~ At that time Elijah set out, and came upon Elisha, son of Shaphat, as ~ • 
~ he was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen; he was following the twelfth. ~ __,j 

@! Elijah went over to him and threw his cloak over him. Elisha left the @! 

~ ~ ' ~ oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, "Please, let me kiss my father and ~ _ 
~ mother goodbye, and I will follow you." "Go back!" Elijah answered. ~ 
~ "Have I done anything to you?" Elisha left him and, taking the yoke of ~ 
~ oxen, slaughtered them; he used the plowing equipment for fuel to boil ~ ___. 
~ their flesh, and gave it to his people to eat. Then he left and followed Eli- ~ 
~ jah as his attendant. ~ ___. 
~ When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, ~ 
~ he and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, "Please ~ 
~ stay here; the Lord has sent me on to the Jordan." Elisha replied, "As ~ 
~ the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." And so the ~ 
~ two went on together. Fifty of the guild prophets followed, and when ~ ---l 

~ the two stopped at the Jordan, the fifty stood facing them at a distance. ~ 
~ Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up and struck the water, which divided, ~ ___. 
~ and both crossed over on dry ground. ~ 

~ When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask for whatever ~ 
~ I may do for you, before I am taken from you." Elisha answered, "May I ~ -
~ receive a double portion of your spirit ." "You have asked something ~ 
~ that is not easy," Elijah replied. "Still, if you see me taken up from you, ~ 
~ your wish will be granted; otherwise not." As they walked on convers- ~ 
~ ing, a flaming chariot and flaming horses came between them, and Eli- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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jah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. When Elisha saw it happen he 
cried out, "My father! my father! Israel's chariots and drivers!" But when 
he could no longer see him, Elisha gripped his own garment and tore it 
in two. 

Then he picked up Elijah's mantle which had fallen from him, and 
went back and stood at the bank of the Jordan. Wielding the mantle 
which had fallen from Elijah, he struck the water in his turn and said, 
"Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?" When Elisha struck the water it 
divided and he crossed over. 

AUGUST 6 
The Holy Transfiguration of our Lord God and Savior, 

Jesus Christ 

For the Vespers: 

1st READING: Exodus 24: 12-18 

The Lord said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain and, while 
you are there, I will give you the stone tablets on which I have written 
the commandments intended for the instruction of the people. So 
Moses set out with Joshua, his aide, and went up to the mountain of 
God. The elders, however, had been told by him, "Wait here for us until 
we return to you. Aaron and Hur are staying with you. If anyone has a 
complaint, let him refer the matter to them." After Moses had gone up, 
a cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the Lord settled upon Mount 
Sinai. The cloud covered it for six days, and on the seventh day God 
called to Moses from the midst of the cloud. To the Israelites the glory 
of the Lord was seen as a consuming fire on the mountaintop. But 
Moses passed into the midst of the cloud as he went up on the moun
tain; and there he stayed for forty days and forty nights. 

2nd READING: Exodus 33: 11-23, 34:4-6, and 8 

3rd READING: 1 Kings 19:3-9, 11-13, and 15-16 
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AUGUST15 
Feast of the Failing Asleep of the Mother of God 

The Dormition 

For the Vespers: 

Use the Readings for September 8th on pages 306-307 

AUGUST 29 
Beheading of St. John The Baptist 

For the Vespers: 

1st READING: Isaiah 40:1-3,9,41:17-18,45:8,48:20-21, and 54:1 
Use the 3rd Reading for June 24th on pages 323-324 

2nd READING: Malachi 3: 1, St. Mark 1:2, Malachi 3: 1-3, 5-7, 12, 

18, 17, and 22-24 

Thus says the Lord: Lo, I am sending my messenger to prepare the 
way before me. In Isaiah the prophet it is written: "I send my messen
ger before you to prepare your way." And suddenly there will come to 
the temple the Lord whom you seek, and the messenger of the 
covenant whom you desire. Yes, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 
But who will endure the day of his coming? And who can stand when 
he appears? For he is like the refiner's fire, or like the fuller's lye. He will 
sit refining and purifying silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi, refin
ing them like gold or silver that they may offer due sacrifice to the Lord. 

I will draw near to you for judgment, and I will be swift to bear wit
ness against the sorcerers, adulterers, and perjurers, those who de
fraud the hired man of his wages, against those who defraud widows 
and orphans; those who turn aside the stranger and those who do not 
fear me, says the Lord of hosts. Surely I, the Lord, do not change, nor 
do you cease to be sons of Jacob. Since the days of your fathers you 
have turned aside from my statutes, and have not kept them. Return to 
me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. Then all nations will 
call you blessed, for you will be a delightful land, says the Lord of hosts. 
Then you will again see the distinction between the just and the wicked; 
between him who serves God, and him who does not serve him. And 
they shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, my own special possession, 
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on the day I take action. And I will have compassion on them, as man 
has compassion on his son who serves him. 

Remember the law of Moses my servant, which I enjoined upon him 
on Horeb, the statutes and ordinances for all Israel. Lo, I will send you 
Elijah, the prophet, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and ter
rible day, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts 
of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with doom. 

3rd READING: Wisdom 4: 7, 16-17, 19-20 and 5: 1-7 
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