
1 
 

Text from the meetings of the Inter-Eparchial Liturgical Commission, January 20-
21, 2016 and November 1-2, 2016 
 
 THE GREAT BLESSING OF WATER 
 
In preparation for the blessing of water, the following are prepared at the place where 
water will be blessed: a vessel containing the water to be blessed, and a covered table on 
which are placed the troijca (three-branch candle), hand towel, sprinkler, drinking cups, 
and any necessary implements for distributing the water. 
 
If there is no deacon, then before Vespers or the Divine Liturgy the celebrant should read 
privately before the icon screen the prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ, only-begotten Son, you 
are in the bosom of the Father ….” (page XX) 
 
The blessing of water takes place after the Ambon Prayer of the Divine Liturgy, or after 
the prayer over bowed heads at the end of Vespers.  The clergy leave the sanctuary 
through the holy doors, and accompanied by the servers and all the faithful, process to 
the place where the water is to be blessed. The celebrant with the hand cross and the 
deacon with the holy gospel and the censer are preceded by the candle-bearers. The holy 
gospel is placed on the table and the celebrant censes the water from four sides, the 
clergy, then the faithful. Meanwhile, the faithful chant the following stichera. 
 
Stichera, Tone 8: 
- The voice of the Lord resounds over the waters, saying: Come, everyone, receive the 
Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of understanding, the Spirit of the fear of God, from Christ 
who is made manifest. 
 
- Today the nature of the waters is sanctified, and the Jordan is parted and holds back the 
flow of its waters as it sees the Master washing himself.  
 
- You came to the river as man, O Christ the King, and you, O Good one, hastened to 
receive the baptism of a servant at the hands of the Forerunner on account of our sins, O 
Lover of us all.  
 
Glory ... now ... Same Tone. 
 
To the voice of the one crying in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,’ you 
came, O Lord, having taken the form of a servant, asking for baptism, though you did not 
know sin. The waters saw you and were afraid. The Forerunner began trembling and 
cried out, saying: How will the lamp enlighten the Light? How will the servant lay his 
hand on the Master? Sanctify me and the waters, O Savior who take away the sin of the 
world. 
 
Deacon: Wisdom! 
 
Lector: A reading from the Prophecy of Isaiah.  (Isaiah 35:1-10) 
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Deacon: Let us be attentive! 
 
Thus says the Lord: The wilderness and the parched land will exult; the desert will 
rejoice and bloom; like the lily it shall bloom abundantly, and rejoice with joyful song. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will 
see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God. Strengthen hands that are feeble, make 
firm knees that are weak. Say to the fearful of heart: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 
God, he comes with vindication; with divine recompense he comes to save you. Then the 
eyes of the blind shall see, and the ears of the deaf be opened; then the lame shall leap 
like a stag, and the mute tongue sing for joy. For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert. The burning sands will become pools, and the thirsty ground, 
springs of water; the abode where jackals crouch will be a marsh for the reed and 
papyrus. A highway will be there, called the holy way; no one unclean may pass over it, 
but it will be for his people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray on it. No lion shall 
be there, nor any beast of prey approach, nor be found. But there the redeemed shall 
walk, and the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and enter Zion singing, crowned with 
everlasting joy; they meet with joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning flee away. 
 
Deacon: Wisdom! 
 
Lector: A reading from the Prophecy of Isaiah.  (Isaiah 55:1-13) 
 
Deacon: Let us be attentive! 
 
Thus says the Lord: All you who are thirsty, come to the water! You who have no money, 
come, buy grain and eat; come, buy grain without money, wine and milk without cost! 
Why spend your money for what is not bread; your wages for what does not satisfy? Only 
listen to me, and you shall eat well, you shall delight in rich fare. Pay attention and come 
to me; listen, that you may have life. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, the 
steadfast loyalty promised to David. As I made him a witness to peoples, a leader and 
commander of peoples, so shall you summon a nation you knew not, and a nation that 
knew you not shall run to you, because of the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
who has glorified you. Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is 
near. Let the wicked forsake their way, and sinners their thoughts; let them turn to the 
Lord to find mercy; to our God, who is generous in forgiving. For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, my thoughts higher than your 
thoughts. Yet just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return 
there till they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to the one 
who sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word be that goes forth from my 
mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but shall do what pleases me, achieving the end 
for which I sent it. Yes, in joy you shall go forth, in peace you shall be brought home; 
mountains and hills shall break out in song before you, all trees of the field shall clap 
their hands. In place of the thorn bush, the cypress shall grow, instead of nettles, the 
myrtle. This shall be to the Lord’s renown, as an everlasting sign that shall not fail. 
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Deacon: Wisdom! 
 
Lector: A reading from the Prophecy of Isaiah. (Isaiah 12:3-6) 
 
Deacon: Let us be attentive! 
 
Thus says the Lord: With joy you will draw water from the fountains of salvation, and 
you will say on that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name; among the nations 
make known his deeds, proclaim how exalted is his name. Sing praise to the Lord for he 
has done glorious things; let this be known throughout all the earth. Shout with 
exultation, inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel! 
 
Deacon: Let us be attentive! 
 
Celebrant: Peace be to all. 
 
Deacon: Wisdom! Be attentive! 
 
Prokeimenon, Tone 3   (Ps 26:1) 
The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I fear? 
v. The Lord is the stronghold of my life; before whom shall I shrink? 
 
Deacon: Wisdom! 
 
Lector: A reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul the Apostle to the Corinthians. (1 
Cor. 10:1-4) 
 
Deacon: Let us be attentive! 
 
Brothers and sisters: I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our ancestors were 
all under the cloud and all passed through the sea, and all of them were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea. All ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same 
spiritual drink, for they drank from a spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was 
the Christ. 
 
Celebrant: Peace be to you, reader. 
 
Deacon: Wisdom! Be attentive! 
 
While the Alleluia is sung, the deacon censes the water and the holy gospel from four 
sides, and the faithful. 
 
Alleluia, Tone 4    ( Ps 28:3; Ps 113:5) 
v. The voice of the Lord over the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord over many 
waters. 
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v. Why is it, O sea, that you fled; O Jordan, that you turned back? 
 
Deacon:  Wisdom! Let us stand and listen to the holy Gospel. 
 
Celebrant: Peace be to all! 
 
Response: And to your spirit. 
 
Celebrant: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. (Mark 1:9-11) 
 
Response: Glory to you, O Lord, glory to you. 
 
Deacon: Let us be attentive! 
 
The celebrant reads the Gospel even if a deacon is present. 
 
At that time: Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan by 
John. On coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit, 
like a dove, descending upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Response: Glory to you, O Lord, glory to you.  
 

Litany of Peace 
 
The deacon stands to the right of the celebrant and intones the litany. 
    
Deacon: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Response:  Lord, have mercy. (The same response is given to each following petition:) 
 
For peace from on high and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For peace in the whole world, for the stability of the holy Churches of God, and for the 
union of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For this holy church and for all who enter it with faith, reverence, and fear of God, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
 
For our holy father (Name), pope of Rome, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For our most reverend Metropolitan (Name), for our God-loving bishop (Name), for the 
venerable presbyterate, the diaconate in Christ, and all the clergy and people, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
 
For our government and for all in the service of our country, let us pray to the Lord. 
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For this city (or: and for this holy monastery), for every city, community, and for the 
faithful living in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For those who travel by sea, air, and land, for the sick, the suffering, the captive and for 
their salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
  
That this water be sanctified by the power, action, and descent of the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
 
That there come down upon these waters the cleansing action of the Trinity, supreme in 
being, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That these waters be given the grace of redemption and the blessing of the Jordan by the 
power, action, and descent of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That Satan may be quickly crushed beneath our feet, and that every evil plot conceived 
against us be dissolved, let us pray to the Lord.   
 
That the Lord God deliver us from every attack and temptation of the Adversary and 
make us worthy of the promised good things, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That we be enlightened with the enlightenment of understanding and piety through the 
descent of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That the Lord God send down the blessing of the Jordan and sanctify these waters, let us 
pray to the Lord.  
 
That this water become a gift of sanctification, a deliverance from sins, for the healing of 
soul and body and for every good purpose, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That this water may spring up to eternal life, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That it may be shown to be an averting of every assault of visible and invisible enemies, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For those who draw from it and take it for the sanctification of their homes, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
 
That it be for the cleansing of souls and bodies for all those who draw from it with faith 
and partake of it, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That we be deemed worthy to be filled with sanctification by partaking of these waters, 
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through the invisible manifestation of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That the Lord God hear the voice of the prayer of us sinners and have mercy on us, let us 
pray to the Lord.  
  
That we be delivered from all affliction, wrath, and need, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Protect us, save us, have mercy on us, and preserve us, O God, by your grace. 
 
Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, the 
Theotokos and ever-Virgin Mary with all the saints, let us commit ourselves and one 
another and our whole life to Christ our God. 
 
Response:  To you, O Lord. 
 
During this litany, the celebrant prays the following prayer quietly.  If there is no deacon, 
the celebrant prays this prayer quietly before Vespers or the Divine Liturgy. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only-begotten Son, you are in the bosom of the Father, true God, 
source of life and immortality, light from light. You came into the world to enlighten it. 
Illumine our mind by your Holy Spirit, and accept us as we offer you majesty and 
thanksgiving for your wondrous, mighty works in every age, and for your saving 
dispensation in these last times. By it you clothe yourself in our weak and poor substance, 
and coming down to the level of our servitude, O King of all, you endured baptism in the 
Jordan by the hand of a servant, so that, having sanctified the nature of the waters, you, 
the sinless one, might make a way for our rebirth through water and spirit, and re-
establish us in our original freedom. As we celebrate the memory of this divine Mystery, 
we pray you, O loving Master: Sprinkle on us, your unworthy servants, in accordance 
with your divine promise, cleansing water, the gift of your compassion, that the petition 
of us sinners over this water may become acceptable by your goodness, and that through 
it your blessing be granted to us and to all your faithful people, to the glory of your holy 
name, worthy of adoration.  
 
The celebrant intones the exclamation aloud: 
 
For to you is due all glory, honor, and worship, with your eternal Father and your all-
holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and forever.. 
 
Response:  Amen 
 
 

BLESSING OF WATER 
 
 
If the priest wishes, he may intone the following prayer.  
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Trinity beyond all being, beyond all goodness, beyond all divinity, all-powerful, all-
vigilant, invisible, incomprehensible; Creator of the spiritual beings and rational natures, 
innate goodness, unapproachable Light that enlightens everyone coming into the world, 
shine also in me your unworthy servant. Enlighten the eyes of my mind that I may dare to 
sing the praise of your measureless benevolence and power. May my supplication for the 
people here present be acceptable, so that my offences may not prevent the Holy Spirit 
from coming here; but permit me now without condemnation to cry out to you, the one 
beyond all goodness, and say: We glorify you, Master, lover of us all, Almighty, eternal 
King.  We glorify you, the Creator and Fashioner of all. We glorify you, only-begotten 
Son of God, without father from a Mother, without mother from the Father.  
 
For in the preceding feast we saw you as an infant, but in the present one we see you as 
perfect man, our God made manifest, as perfect God from perfect God. For today the 
moment of the feast is here for us and the choir of saints assembles here with us, and 
angels keep festival with mortals. Today the grace of the Holy Spirit in the form of a 
dove hovers upon the waters.  Today the Sun that never sets has dawned and the world is 
made radiant with the light of the Lord. Today the moon with its radiant beams shines 
forth on the world. Today the glittering stars make the inhabited world lovely with the 
brightness of their splendor. Today the clouds rain down from heaven the shower of 
justice for humanity. Today the Uncreated by his own will accepts the laying on of hands 
by his own creature. Today the Prophet and Forerunner draws near to the Master, but 
stands trembling seeing God’s humbling himself toward us. Today the streams of the 
Jordan are changed into healing by the coming of the Lord. Today all creation is watered 
by mystical streams. Today the transgressions of humanity are washed away by the 
waters of the Jordan. Today Paradise is opened for mortals and the Sun of justice shines 
down on us. Today the bitter water is changed to sweetness by the coming of the Lord as 
once for the people of Moses. Today we have been delivered from the ancient lament, 
and saved as the new Israel. Today we have been redeemed from darkness and are filled 
with radiance by the light of Godly knowledge. Today the gloomy fog of the world is 
cleansed by the manifestation of our God. Today all creation shines with light from on 
high. Today those below commune with those on high. Today the sacred and loud festal 
assembly of the true believers exults. Today error has been destroyed and the coming of 
the Master makes a way of salvation for us. Today the Master hastens toward baptism, 
that he may lead humanity to the heights. Today the One, who does not bow, bows down 
to his own servant, that he may free us from servitude. Today we have purchased the 
Kingdom of heaven, for the Kingdom of the Lord has no end. Today earth and sea share 
the joy of the world, and the world has been filled with gladness. 
  
The waters saw you, O God, the waters saw you and were afraid. The Jordan turned back 
when it saw the fire of the Godhead descending in bodily form and entering it. The 
Jordan turned back when it saw the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove, descending and 
flying about You. The Jordan turned back as it saw the Invisible made visible, the Creator 
made flesh, the Master in the form of a servant. The Jordan turned back and the 
mountains leapt as they saw God in the flesh, and the clouds gave voice, marveling at 
what had come to pass, seeing Light from Light, true God from true God, the Master’s 
festival today in the Jordan; seeing him drown in the Jordan the death from disobedience, 
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the sting of error and the bond of Hades; and seeing him grant the Baptism of salvation to 
the world.  
 
Therefore I too, a sinner and your unworthy servant, recount the greatness of your 
wonders and, seized with fear, in compunction cry out to you: 
 
  
The celebrant intones three times in a loud voice while extinguishing in the water one 
branch of the three-branched candle in the form of a cross each time: 
 

Great are you, O Lord, and wonderful are your works; no word suffices to 
give praise to your wonders.  

 
By your will you brought forth all things from nothingness into being; by your might you 
control creation, and by your providence you govern the world. You created all things 
from four elements, and crowned the cycle of the year with four seasons. The spiritual 
powers tremble before you. The sun praises you, the moon glorifies you, the stars serve 
you. Light obeys you, the depths tremble before you, and the springs adore you. You 
spread out the heavens like a tent. You established the earth upon the waters. You fringed 
the seas with beaches of sand. You poured forth air for breathing. The angelic powers 
serve you; the ranks of archangels worship you; the many-eyed cherubim and the six-
winged seraphim stand before you or hover over you, yet they dare not gaze at your 
unapproachable glory. Although you are God, boundless, indescribable, and without 
beginning, you came upon earth, and taking the likeness of a servant, became like one of 
us. Because of the depth of your compassion, O Master, you could not bear to see the 
human race under the tyranny of the Devil, and so you came to save us. We profess your 
goodness; we proclaim your mercy, and we do not conceal your graciousness. You freed 
all human offspring by sanctifying the virginal womb through your birth. All creation 
praises your appearance, for you, our God, came upon earth and dwelt among us. You 
sanctified the streams of the Jordan by sending down your Holy Spirit from heaven, and 
you crushed the heads of serpents there.  
 
The celebrant intones the following words three times in a loud voice, and after each time 
breathes on the water in the form of a cross. 
 

O Loving King, come now and through the descent of the Holy Spirit sanctify 
this water.  

 
Grant it the grace of redemption and the blessing of the Jordan. Make it a fountain of 
incorruption, a gift of sanctification, a forgiveness of sins, a healing of sicknesses, the 
destruction of demons, impregnable to hostile powers, and filled with angelic might, that 
all who draw from and partake of it may have it for cleansing of souls and bodies, for 
healing of passions, for sanctification of homes, for every good purpose. You are our 
God, who through water and spirit renewed our nature made old by sin. You are our God, 
who through water drowned sin in the days of Noah. You are our God, who through the 
sea and Moses freed the Hebrew race from the slavery of Pharaoh. 
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You are our God, who split open the rock in the wilderness, and waters gushed out and 
flooded in torrents, and you satisfied your thirsty people. You are our God, who through 
water and fire, by the hands of Elijah delivered Israel from the error of Baal. 
 
The celebrant intones three times in a loud voice while immersing his fingers held in the 
form for blessing, signing in the form of a cross each time: 
 

And now, O Master, do you yourself sanctify this water by your Holy Spirit.  
 
Grant to all who touch, partake, and are anointed with it, sanctification, health, cleansing, 
and blessing. And save, O Lord, our governing authorities and keep them under your 
protection in peace. Grant all their petitions that are for salvation and eternal life, so that 
by the elements, by mortals and angels, and by all that is visible and invisible, your all-
holy name may be glorified with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 
forever. 
 
Response: Amen. 
 
Celebrant: Peace be to all. 
 
Response: And to your spirit. 
  
Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord.  
 
Response: To you, O Lord. 
 
Celebrant: Incline your ear and hear us, O Lord who deigned to be baptized in the Jordan 
and to sanctify the waters. Bless us all who signify our servitude by the bending of our 
necks, and count us worthy to be filled with your sanctification through the partaking and 
sprinkling of this water. May it bring us, O Lord, health of soul and body. For you are our 
sanctification, and we give glory, thanksgiving, and worship to you, with your eternal 
Father, and your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and forever. 
 
People: Amen. 
 
The celebrant takes the hand cross, and holding it upright by the cross bars with both 
hands, plunges it into the water, makes the sign of the cross, and lifts it back out while 
singing the troparion: 
 
Troparion, Tone 1: At your baptism in the Jordan ...   
 
The celebrant does this twice more, while the faithful sing the troparion twice. 
 
The celebrant taking the hand cross in his left hand and the sprinkler in his right, blesses 
the holy table, the apsidal icon, the icon screen, the interior of the church, and the 
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faithful with the newly-blessed water.  
 
The celebrant returns to the place where the water was blessed and the faithful approach 
the celebrant to kiss the hand cross and be sprinkled with the holy water. The troparion 
of the feast is sung as many times as necessary while the faithful are blessed, concluding 
with the following sticheron, during which the faithful return to the nave if the blessing 
took place elsewhere. 
 
Sticheron, Samohlasen Tone 6: 
Let us, O faithful, sing of the greatness of God’s loving-kindness toward us. For in our 
transgression, he, alone pure and undefiled, became man and was purified in the Jordan 
for our purification, sanctifying me and the waters, and crushing the heads of the dragons 
in the waters. Let us therefore draw water with gladness, brothers and sisters. For to those 
who draw with faith, the grace of the Spirit is being given invisibly by Christ God, the 
Savior of our souls. 
 
 
The blessing of bread from Compline may be anticipated at this time. 
 
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Response: Lord, have mercy. 
 
The celebrant takes one loaf and blesses the other four with it. Having returned the loaf, 
he then intones the prayer of blessing. At the words, “bless these loaves, wheat, wine, and 
oil,” he points to each substance with his right hand. 
 
Celebrant:  Lord Jesus Christ, our God, you blessed the five loaves in the wilderness and 
fed the five thousand. Likewise bless these loaves, wheat, wine, and oil, and multiply 
them in this city [or: in this holy monastery] and throughout your whole world. Sanctify 
your faithful who will partake of them. For you, yourself, bless and sanctify all things, O 
Christ our God, and we give glory to you, with your eternal Father, and your all-holy, 
good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and forever. 
 
Response: Amen. 
 
 
Celebrant:  Blessed be the name of the Lord .... once. 
 
Faithful:  Blessed be the name of the Lord .... twice. 
 
Then the dismissal of the Divine Liturgy or Vespers. 
The faithful drink of the water and take it for their homes according to local custom. 
 
 


