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CHRISTIAN BURIAL - PREFACE 

“I expect the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.” 

Our faith in Christ who promised, “whoever hears my word and 
believes in the one who sent me has eternal life and will not come to 
condemnation, but has passed from death to life, ” (John 5:24) is expressed 
explicitly in the Nicene Creed sung at every Divine Liturgy, and in the 
worship we offer to the Trinity whenever any of our community, family 
and friends, brothers and sisters in Christ, passes from life.  We say, in 
faith, when they die, that they have “fallen asleep in the Lord,” as our Lord 
said of his friend Lazarus when he was about to raise him from the tomb 
after four days, “our friend, Lazarus, is asleep. ” (John 11:11) 

Without faith, there is no hope, and so, when someone dies, one can 
only despair, mourning their passing and remembering their past deeds.  
However, when one of the faithful “falls asleep in the Lord,” we gather to 
pray for him or her.  These prayers are woven into the Divine Praises 
offered by the Church, for, though departed from our daily lives, they live 
in the Body of Christ.  In these prayers, we ask first that the departed be 
forgiven every sin, “since there is no one who lives and does not sin.”  This 
is not repentance after death, but that the faithful be brought to perfection 
and may stand worthily in the presence of God.  We pray that the departed 
may be granted a place “of light, joy and peace where there is no pain, 
sorrow, or mourning.”  (Isaiah 35:10)  These are images taken from 
Scripture to describe a place of repose that we cannot experience in our 
earthly lives. Finally, we pray for this because God has “trampled death and 
broke the power of the devil and granted life to (the) world.”  He is our 
“resurrection, life, and repose.” 

  



    

READING OF THE GOSPEL - The entrance of the body into the church is 
met with the reading of the gospel, usually from St. John the Theologian, 
where Jesus proclaims that whoever hears my word has eternal life. (John 
5:24) 

HOLY GOD, HOLY AND MIGHTY - As the body is taken in procession to 
the front of the church, we sing the Thrice-holy Hymn (Trisagion), which is 
sung on Holy Saturday during the procession with the burial shroud of our 
Lord.  The departed faithful now lives in Christ, and is identified with him 
who is our hope for resurrection. 

THE STATIONS AND THE CANON - the Stations and Canon are the 
core of the funeral service and also the core of the morning office of the 
Church.  As the mystical body of Christ, the Church prays for forgiveness, 
repose, and resurrection. 

THE KISSING OF THE CROSS - as the faithful come forward to kiss the 
holy cross, we sing the hymns of farewell.  These hymns help us to confront 
the reality of death, and to find hope in the Cross of our Lord, which frees 
us from “death’s despair.” (Liturgy of St. Basil.) 

HOLY WATER - the body of the departed is sprinkled with Holy Water.  
This is a reminder of our baptism, where we chose faith in God and entered 
the life of the Trinity by the grace of the Spirit.  In his commentary on 
baptism, St. Nicholas Cabasilas expressed it clearly, “The life in Christ 
originates in this life and arises from it.  It is perfected, however, in the life 
to come, when we shall have reached that last day.” (Life in Christ, 1,1) 

ETERNAL MEMORY - The Byzantine funeral concludes with the singing 
of the hymn for the departed, “Eternal Memory!”  Sometimes this is 
misinterpreted to mean the memories we keep of the beloved, which are 
themselves mortal.   What it does mean is that we continue to exist in God’s 
mind, the Creator and Sustainer of all being.  Only his “memory” is eternal, 
and only in his memory do we truly and really find life.  



 

The Office of 
Christian Burial 

 
Funeral 

 

Entrance into the Church 

Deacon:    That we be deemed worthy of hearing the holy Gospel, in peace, 
let us pray to the Lord God. 

Response:     

 

Deacon:    Wisdom!  Let us stand and listen to the holy Gospel. 

Celebrant:    +  Peace be to all. 

Response:     

 

Celebrant:    A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
  

The faithful STAND.
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Response:     

 

Deacon:    Let us be attentive! 
The celebrant proclaims the holy Gospel. 

Response:     

 

The celebrant, concelebrants, and deacon lead the procession into the nave 
of the church as the faithful sing “Holy God” repeatedly.  

 

The casket is placed in the nave before the solea with the body of the 
deceased facing east.   For pastoral reasons, the casket may remain closed.
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If Part I was served previously, begin with Part II on page 31. 

Part I  

Deacon:  Reverend Father, give the blessing. 
Celebrant:  Blessed is … now and ever and forever. 

Response: 

  
 
Throughout Pascha, the following is added: 

Celebrant:  Christ is risen from the dead!  By death he trampled Death; 
and to those in the tombs he granted life. 

Response:   
 
 
 
 
 

(Twice) 

 



4      Part I 

NOTE: Psalm 90 may be sung according to Kontakion Tone 8, page 6. 

Psalm 90 

 
He says to the Lord:  
 “You are my Protector, my Refuge,  
 and my God in whom I trust.” 

It is he who will free you from the snare of the fowler  
 who seeks to destroy you; 

he will conceal you with his pinions 
 and under his wings you will find refuge. 

You will not fear the terror of the night 
 nor the arrow that flies by day, 

Nor the plague that prowls in the darkness 
 nor the scourge that lays waste at noon. 

A thousand may fall at your side, 
 ten thousand fall at your right, 

you, it will never approach; 
 his faithfulness is buckler and shield. 

Your eyes have only to look 
 to see how the wicked are repaid, 

 A 
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You who have said: "Lord, my refuge!" 
 and have made the Most High your dwelling. 

Upon you no evil shall fall, no plague approach where you dwell. 
 For you has he commanded his angels,  
 to keep you in all your ways. 

They shall bear you upon their hands 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

On the lion and the viper you will tread 
 and trample the young lion and the dragon. 

Since he clings to me in love, I will free him; 
 protect him for he knows my name. 

When he calls I shall answer: "I am with you," 
 I will save him in distress and give him glory. 

With length of days I will content him; 
 I shall let him see my saving power. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
 now and ever and forever.  Amen. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Glory to you, O God.  (Twice) 

 

Continue with the 
Litany, page 8. 



6      Part I 

Psalm 90 – Kontakion, Tone 8 

 
 

 B 
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Then three times: 

 

Litany 
Deacon:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Response: 
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– For the servant[s] of God (Name/s) and for (his-her-their) blessed 
repose, let us pray to the Lord. 

Response: 

  

– That (his-her-their) every transgression, voluntary and involuntary, be 
forgiven, let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:

   
– That (he-she-they) be numbered with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

Response:

   

– That (his-her-their) soul[s] be committed to the region of the living, to 
the place of light where all the saints and the just repose, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

Response:

   

– That (he-she-they) may stand uncondemned before the fearsome 
judgment-seat of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.  

Response:

   



10      Part I 

– That (he-she-they) may inherit the eternal kingdom of heaven, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

Response:

   

– That (he-she-they) share the constant joy prepared for the saints from 
the beginning of time, let us pray to the Lord.  

Response:

   

– That we be delivered from all affliction, wrath, and need, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

Response:

   

– Protect us, save us, have mercy on us, and preserve us, O God, by your 
grace. 

Response:

   

– Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious 
Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary with all the saints, let us 
commit ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our God. 

Response:
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Celebrant:  O God of spirits and of all flesh, you have replaced our spirit of 
despair with a robe of glory and joined the soul to the body and again set it 
free, drawing back to yourself the spirit you had given, even as what is dust 
returns to dust.  Therefore, Christ our Master, accept the soul[s] of your 
servant[s] (Name/s), and make (him-her-them) worthy of rest with your 
saints in a place of light, in the land of the pious, in a place of repose where 
pain, sorrow, and mourning have been driven away, because there is no real 
death for your servants, but only a transfer of the soul.  If (he has-she has-
they have) sinned in word, deed, or thought, overlook it as a good and 
loving God.  Be the help and consolation of those who mourn. Brighten the 
gloom of their faintheartedness with your spiritual light.  Keep us who have 
gathered to honor these earthly remains and deal mercifully with our 
transgressions.  For you are the remission of our faults and we give glory to 
you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

Response:
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Alleluia 
Tone 8 Troparion (Psalm 64:5; Sirach 39:9) 

Deacon:   

 

Response:   

 

Deacon:   

 

Response:   

 

Deacon:   

 

Response:   

 

  



Part I     13 

 

Troparion and Theotokion  

Troparion, Tone 8 

 
 

Cantor:   
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Troparion, Tone 8 

 

 

  



Part I     15 

 

 

First Station 
 Psalm 118:1,2,72,73,92,93, with refrain. 

Celebrant:   

 

One of the following Refrains is sung after each verse:   

 

or: 

 

(The same refrain is sung after each of the next three verses:) 
 

The faithful may SIT.



16      Part I 

Celebrant:  

  
Refrain: 

 

or: 

 

Celebrant: 
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Refrain: 

 

or: 

 

Celebrant: 

 

 

Refrain: (music above)  
  Blessed are you, O Lord; 
teach me your command-
ments.     

  Remember, O Lord, the 
soul[s] of your departed 
servant[s].  

BA 



18      Part I 

Celebrant: 

 
Refrain:   

 

 

Second Station 
 Psalm 118:94,105,131,132,169,175,176, with refrain. 

Celebrant:   

 
Refrain:   
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Celebrant:   

 
Refrain:   

 
or: 

 
(The same refrain is sung after each of the next three verses:) 

Celebrant: 

 
Refrain: (music above) 

  O Savior, save the soul[s] 
of your servant[s]. 

    

  Grant rest, O Savior, to 
the soul[s] of your 
servant[s].   

Celebrant:  

 
Refrain: (music above) 

  O Savior, save the soul[s] 
of your servant[s]. 

    

  Grant rest, O Savior, to 
the soul[s] of your 
servant[s].   

BA

BA



20      Part I 

Celebrant:  

 
Refrain:   

 
or: 

 
Celebrant: 

 
Refrain:   
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Evlogitaria of the Deceased 
Tone 5 Samopodoben 

At least three of the following are to be included, 
 in addition to the Glory and Now and ever. 

Celebrant:   

 

 

Celebrant:   
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Celebrant:   
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Celebrant:   

 



24      Part I 

 

Celebrant:   
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Celebrant:   

 

 

 
Celebrant:  

The faithful STAND.



26     Part I     

 
Celebrant: 
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Then three times: 

 

 
The following litany may be intoned by the deacon: 

Deacon:  Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:

   
– For the departed servant[s] of God, (Name/s), and that (his-her-their) every 

transgression, voluntary and involuntary, be forgiven, let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:

   
– May the Lord God commit (his-her-their) soul[s] to the place where the just 

repose. 
Response:

   
– For the mercy of God, for the kingdom of heaven, and for the remission of 

(his-her-their) sins, let us beseech Christ, the immortal King and our God. 

Response:
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– Let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:

   

Celebrant:  O God of spirits and of all flesh, you trampled death and broke the 
power of the devil and granted life to your world.  Now grant rest, O Lord, to 
the soul[s] of your departed servant[s] (Name/s), in a place of light, joy, and 
peace where there is no pain, sorrow, nor mourning.  As a good and loving 
God, forgive every sin committed by (him-her-them) in word, deed, or 
thought, since there is no one who lives and does not sin.  You alone are 
without sin; your justice is eternal justice; and your word is truth. For you, O 
Christ our God, are the resurrection, the life, and the repose of your departed 
servant[s] (Name/s), and we give glory to you, with your eternal Father, and 
your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

Response:
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Sessional Hymns 
Tone 5 Troparion (adapt.) 

 

Cantor:  

 
 
  



30     Part I     

Tone 5 Troparion (adapt.) 

 

 

 

The Funeral continues with “Come let us worship 
…” on page 32.  

Or, for pastoral reasons, the Funeral may continue 
with the Hymns of Our Venerable Father John 
Damascene on page 63. 



Part II     31 

 

If Part I was served previously, begin here. 

Part II 

Deacon:  Reverend Father, give the blessing. 

Celebrant:  Blessed is … now and ever and forever. 

Response:

   

 
Throughout Pascha, the following is added: 

Celebrant:  Christ is risen from the dead!  By death he trampled Death; 
and to those in the tombs he granted life. 

Response:   
 
 
 
 
 

(Twice) 

 

 



32     Part II 

 

 

Psalm 50 

Have mercy on me, O God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offense. 

O wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

My offenses truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me. 

Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. 

That you may be justified when you give sentence 
and be without reproach when you judge, 

O see, in guilt I was born, 
a sinner was I conceived. 

Indeed you love truth in the heart; 
then in the secret of my heart teach me wisdom. 

Sprinkle me with hyssop, then I shall be clean; 
O wash me, I shall be whiter than snow. 
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Make me hear rejoicing and gladness, 
that the bones you have crushed may thrill. 

From my sins turn away your face 
and blot out all my guilt. 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence 
nor deprive me of your Holy Spirit. 

Give me again the joy of your help; 
with a spirit of fervor sustain me, 

that I may teach transgressors your ways 
and sinners may return to you. 

Deliver me from blood-guilt, O God, my saving God, 
and my tongue shall ring out your goodness. 

O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare your praise. 

For in sacrifice you take no delight, 
burnt offering from me you would refuse, 

my sacrifice, a contrite spirit, 
a contrite, humbled heart you will not spurn. 

In your goodness, O Lord, show favor to Zion; 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 

Then you will be pleased with lawful sacrifice, 
burnt offerings wholly consumed; 

then you will be offered young bulls on your altar. 

If Part I and Part II of the Funeral and the Divine Liturgy are being 
celebrated together,  continue with Hymns of our Venerable Father 
John Damascene, page 63. 



34     Part II - Canon, Tone 6      

The faithful may SIT. 

 
NOTE:  Either the Tone 6 Canon or the Tone 8  Canon is sung. 

Tone 8 Canon begins on page 48.  

CANON – TONE 6 

Ode One  

 

Celebrant:  

 



Part II - Canon, Tone 6     35 

 

 

Celebrant:  

 

 

  



36     Part II - Canon, Tone 6      

Celebrant:  

 

 

Celebrant:  
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Sessional Hymns 
Tone 6 Troparion 

Cantor: 

 

  



38     Part II - Canon, Tone 6      

Troparion, Tone 6 

 

Kontakion 
Tone 8 

 

  



Part II - Canon, Tone 6     39 

 

Ikos 
Cantor:    (Recitando) You alone are immortal, Creator and Maker of humanity.  
We mortals were formed out of earth and we will return to the same earth, as you, 
my maker, commanded when you said to me, “You are dust and shall return to 
dust,” where all mortals will go,  (Concluding with special melody:) 

 

Response:    Tone 6 

 

  



40     Part II - Canon, Tone 6      

Ode Eight may now be sung. 

Ode Eight  

 

Celebrant:  

 

 



Part II - Canon, Tone 6     41 

 

Celebrant:  

 

 

Celebrant:  



42     Part II - Canon, Tone 6      

 

Celebrant:  

 

 

  



Part II - Canon, Tone 6     43 

 

Ode Nine 

Either the following simple setting, which follows the melody for Ode One, 
or the traditional setting (found in the Appendix on page 116) may be used. 
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Celebrant:  
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Celebrant:  

 

 

  



46     Part II - Canon, Tone 6      

Celebrant:  
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Celebrant:  

 

Continue with the 
Litany, page 61. 



48     Part II - Canon, Tone 8      

CANON – TONE 8 

Ode One 

 

Celebrant:   

 

 

  



Part II - Canon, Tone 8     49 

 

 

Celebrant:   

 

 

Celebrant:  

 

 



50     Part II - Canon, Tone 8      

Celebrant:  

 

 

  



Part II - Canon, Tone 8     51 

 

 

Sessional Hymns (Tone 6 Troparion) 

 

Cantor: 



52     Part II - Canon, Tone 8      

 

Kontakion (Tone 8) 

 
  



Part II - Canon, Tone 8     53 

 

Ikos 
Cantor:    (Recitando) You alone are immortal, Creator and Maker of humanity.  
We mortals were formed out of earth and we will return to the same earth, as you, 
my maker, commanded when you said to me, “You are dust and shall return to 
dust,” where all mortals will go,  (Concluding with special melody:) 

 

Response:    Tone 6 

 

  



54     Part II - Canon, Tone 8      

 

Ode Eight may now be sung using either the following simple setting, which 
follows the melody for Ode One, or the traditional setting (found in the 
Appendix on page 121). 

Ode Eight 

 

Celebrant:   
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Celebrant:  
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Celebrant:  

 

 

Celebrant:  
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 Ode Nine 

Either the following simple setting, which follows the melody for Ode One, 
or the traditional setting (found in the Appendix on page 124) may be used. 

 

  



58     Part II - Canon, Tone 8      

Celebrant:   

 

 

  



Part II - Canon, Tone 8     59 

 

Celebrant:  

 

 

 

  



60     Part II - Canon, Tone 8      

Celebrant:  

 

 

Celebrant:  



Part II - Litany     61 

 

 

 

The faithful STAND. 

Litany for the Deceased 
Deacon:  Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Response: 

  
– For the departed servant[s] of God, (Name/s), and that (his-her-their) every 

transgression, voluntary and involuntary, be forgiven, let us pray to the Lord. 

Response: 
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– May the Lord God commit (his-her-their) soul[s] to the place where the just 
repose. 

Response: 

  
– For the mercy of God, for the kingdom of heaven, and for the remission of 

(his-her-their) sins, let us beseech Christ, the immortal King and our God. 

Response:

   

– Let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:

    

Celebrant:  O God of spirits and of all flesh, you trampled death and broke the 
power of the devil and granted life to your world.  Now grant rest, O Lord, to the 
soul[s] of your departed servant[s] (Name/s), in a place of light, joy, and peace 
where there is no pain, sorrow, nor mourning.  As a good and loving God, forgive 
every sin committed by (him-her-them) in word, deed, or thought, since there is 
no one who lives and does not sin.  You alone are without sin; your justice is 
eternal justice; and your word is truth. For you, O Christ our God, are the 
resurrection, the life, and the repose of your departed servant[s] (Name/s), and we 
give glory to you, with your eternal Father, and your all-holy, good, and life-
creating Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

Response:

   

 



Part II - Hymns of John Damascene     63 

 

The faithful may SIT. 

HYMNS OF OUR VENERABLE FATHER 
JOHN DAMASCENE 

At least three of the following are to be included. 

Tone 1 Bolhar 

 
 



64      Part II - Hymns of John Damascene      

Tone 2 Bolhar 

 

 

  



Part II - Hymns of John Damascene     65 

 

Another Tone 2 Bolhar 

 

  



66      Part II - Hymns of John Damascene      

Tone 3 Samohlasen 

 

Tone 4 Bolhar 

 



Part II - Hymns of John Damascene     67 

 

 

Tone 5 Bolhar 

 



68      Part II - Hymns of John Damascene      

 

Tone 6 Samohlasen 
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Tone 7 Samohlasen 
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Tone 8 Samohlasen 

 

 

The faithful STAND. 



Part II - Beatitudes     71 

 

BEATITUDES (Tone 6) 

Cantor:   

 
Refrain:     

 
The cantor chants the following verses and the faithful respond “Remember 
us, O Lord, when you come in your kingdom.” 

If the Troparia at the Beatitudes are not sung, then 2 verses may be 
combined (with the first of each pair chanted on the recited tone). 

 
(Refrain)  

 
(Refrain)  

 
(Refrain)  



72      Part II - Beatitudes 

 

 

Refrain:     

 

 

Refrain (above) or the following (recitando):  
O Christ, in advance you enrolled as a citizen of paradise the thief who cried to 
you from the cross, “Remember me.”  * Although I am unworthy, make me also 
worthy of his repentance. 

 

Refrain (above) or the following (recitando):  
You rule over life and death, O Christ.  Grant rest in the courts of your saints to 
the one[s] whom you have taken from this present life, who (cries-cry) out to 
you: * Remember me, when you come in your kingdom. 



Part II - Beatitudes     73 

 

 

Refrain:     

 
or the following (recitando):  

You are master of souls and bodies; our life’s breath is in your hand.  You are the 
consolation of the afflicted.  * Grant rest in the land of the righteous to the 
one[s] you have transferred. 

 

Refrain (above) or the following (recitando):  

May Christ grant you rest in the land of the living, open to you the gates of 
paradise, accept you as a citizen of the kingdom, * and grant you remission of the 
sins you have committed during life, O friend[s] of Christ. 

  



74      Part II - Beatitudes 

  
Refrain:     

 
       or the following (recitando):  

Let us go out and look into the graves:  we mortals are stench, bare bones, and food for 
worms.  * This is what becomes of beauty, wealth, style, and strength. 

 

Refrain (above) or the following (recitando):  

Let us listen as the Almighty cries out:  Woe to those who look forward to the 
awesome day of the Lord; * for it is a day of darkness when all things will be tried 
by fire. 

  



Part II - Beatitudes     75 

 

 

Refrain:     

 
       or the following (recitando):  

I worship the Unoriginate, the Begetting, and the Proceeding.  I glorify the 
Father who begot the Son and the Son whom he begot * and, with the Father and 
the Son, I praise the Holy Spirit who shines with equal brilliance. 

 

Special melody for the final Refrain:

 
 

or the following (recitando):  

How did you give milk from your breasts, O Virgin?  How did you nourish the 
one who nourishes creation? * He alone knows, who made water flow from a 
rock, as it is written; streams of water for a thirsty people. 



76      Part II 

PROKEIMENON 
 Tone 6  (Psalm 27:1)  

Deacon:    Let us be attentive! 

Celebrant:    +  Peace be to all. 

Deacon:    Wisdom!  Be attentive! 

 

Lector:

    
(repeat as above)   Blessed is the way … 

APOSTOLIC READING 
Deacon:    Wisdom! 

The lector announces the title of the Apostolic Reading: 

Lector: A reading from the 1st Letter of Saint Paul the Apostle to the 
Thessalonians. 

Deacon:    Let us be attentive! 

The faithful SIT. 

The lector begins the Apostolic Reading (I Thessalonians 4:13-17). 

Celebrant:    +  Peace be to you, reader. 



Part II     77 

 

Deacon:    Wisdom!  Be attentive! 

The faithful STAND. 

ALLELUIA Tone 6  (Psalm 64:4) 

 

Reader:  Blessed are they whom you have chosen and received, O Lord. 

(Repeat as above)Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

HOLY GOSPEL 
 
Deacon/Celebrant:    Wisdom!  Let us stand and listen to the holy Gospel. 

Celebrant/Deacon:    +  Peace be to all. 

Response:

  

Celebrant/Deacon:    A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 

Response:

   

Deacon/Celebrant:    Let us be attentive! 

The holy Gospel (John 5:24-30) is proclaimed. 

Response:   Glory to you, O Lord! Glory to you! (as above) 



78      Part II 

HOMILY 

The faithful SIT for the homily. 

When the funeral is served with the Divine Liturgy, the following is 
intoned by the deacon. 

LITANY OF FERVENT SUPPLICATION 

The faithful may  SIT. 

Deacon:    Let us all say with our whole soul and with our whole mind, let us say: 

Response:

     

– O Lord almighty, God of our Fathers, we pray you, hear and have mercy. 

Response:

     

– Have mercy on us, O God, according to your great mercy, we pray you, hear 
and have mercy. 

Response:     

 
– Again we pray for our holy father (Name), Pope of Rome, and for our most 

reverend Metropolitan (Name), for our God-loving Bishop (Name), [if in a 
monastery: our most venerable hieromonks, our Proto-archimandrite 
(Name), our Archimandrite (Name), our Proto-hegumen (Name), and our 
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Hegumen (Name),] for those who serve and have served in this holy church, 
for our spiritual fathers, and for all our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Response:     

 
– Again we pray for our government and for all in the service of our country. 

Response:     

 
– Again we pray for the people here present who await your great and 

abundant mercy, for those who show us mercy, and for all Christians of the 
true faith. 

Response:     
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Celebrant:    For you are a merciful and loving God, and we give glory to you, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

Response:

     

The faithful STAND. 

LITANY FOR THE DECEASED 
Deacon:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your great mercy, we pray you, 

hear and have mercy. 

Response:   

 

– Again we pray for the repose of the soul[s] of the departed servant[s] of God, 
(Name/s), and that (his-her-their) every transgression, voluntary and 
involuntary, be forgiven. 

Response:  Lord have mercy (3 times as above) 

– May the Lord God commit (his-her-their) soul[s] to the place where the just 
repose. 

Response:  Lord have mercy (3 times as above) 
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– For the mercy of God, for the kingdom of heaven, and for the remission of 
(his-her-their) sins, let us beseech Christ, the immortal King and our God. 

Response:

   

– Let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:

   
Celebrant:  O God of spirits and of all flesh, you trampled death and broke the 

power of the devil and granted life to your world.  Now grant rest, O Lord, to 
the soul[s] of your departed servant[s] (Name/s), in a place of light, joy, and 
peace where there is no pain, sorrow, nor mourning.  As a good and loving 
God, forgive every sin committed by (him-her-them) in word, deed, or 
thought, since there is no one who lives and does not sin.  You alone are 
without sin; your justice is eternal justice; and your word is truth. For you, O 
Christ our God, are the resurrection, the life, and the repose of your departed 
servant[s] (Name/s), and we give glory to you, with your eternal Father, and 
your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

Response:

   
 

 

If the Divine Liturgy is not being celebrated, 
continue with Hymns of Farewell, page 84. 
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If the Funeral is served with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, the 
Litany is followed by the Cherubikon and the remainder of the Divine 
Liturgy.  After the Prayer of Thanksgiving following the distribution of 
communion, the celebrant or a concelebrant passes through the holy 
doors and into the nave and, facing east, intones the Ambon Prayer: 

AMBON PRAYER 
Celebrant:    Let us go forth in peace. 

Response:

      

Deacon:    Let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:

     
Celebrant:    Master, Lord, and Almighty God, you neither reject your 

servant[s] nor ignore those who pray to you. Give rest to the soul[s] of your 
servant[s] in the bosoms of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in a holy place, the 
place of light of the living, in the delight of paradise.  Overlook (his-her-
their) sins, whether committed in knowledge or in ignorance.  Deem (him-
her-them) worthy of rest in the joy to come, and keeping us free from sin, 
bring us who are alive into happiness – yet when and as you will, for you 
alone provide for our lives.  Grant this through the prayers of the holy, 
glorious, and Ever-Virgin Mary and of all the saints, who glorify and give 
thanks to your all-holy name, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever 
and forever. 

Response:
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Then the faithful sing: 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, now and forever. (Three times) 
 
The celebrant turns to bless the faithful, intoning: 
 

Celebrant:  +  The blessing of the Lord be upon you through his grace and 
loving kindness, always, now and ever and forever. 
 

  

Response:

   
 
The Hymns of Farewell and then the Prayer of Absolution follow “The 
blessing of the Lord.”  Following the dismissal of the Divine Liturgy, the 
Funeral concludes with the Gospel reading in the narthex and the Prayer 
of Consolation. 
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HYMNS OF FAREWELL 
The faithful come forward to file past the casket.  The celebrant holds the 
hand cross for the faithful to venerate, greeting each with the proper 
seasonal Christian greeting.  Meanwhile, the following stichera, as many as 
are needed, are chanted according to Tone 2 Podoben (Jehda ot dreva).  At 
least one of the first seven stichera is included; the stichera at “Glory” and 
“Now and ever” in Tone 6 Samopodoben are always included.   
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The stichera at “Glory” and “Now and ever” are always included.  They 
are chanted in Tone 6 Samopodoben. 

Cantor:   
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Cantor:  

 

 

 



92     Part II - Panachida 

If the Panachida was not chanted earlier on the day of the Funeral, and if 
there is no celebration of the Divine Liturgy, the Panachida is chanted now. 
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Celebrant:  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

Response:   

Troparia – Tone 4 
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Cantor:  

 

 
Cantor:  
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Litany for the Deceased 
Deacon:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your great mercy, we 

pray you, hear and have mercy. 

Response:   

 

– Again we pray for the repose of the soul[s] of the departed servant[s] of 
God, (Name/s), and that (his-her-their) every transgression, voluntary 
and involuntary, be forgiven. 

Response:  Lord, have mercy. (Three times) 

– May the Lord God commit (his-her-their) soul[s] to the place where the 
just repose. 

Response:  Lord, have mercy. (Three times) 
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– For the mercy of God, for the kingdom of heaven, and for the remission 
of (his-her-their) sins, let us beseech Christ, the immortal King and our 
God. 

Response:   

– Let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:   

Celebrant:  O God of spirits and of all flesh, you trampled death and broke 
the power of the devil and granted life to your world.  Now grant rest, O 
Lord, to the soul[s] of your departed servant[s] (Name/s), in a place of 
light, joy, and peace where there is no pain, sorrow, nor mourning.  As 
a good and loving God, forgive every sin committed by (him-her-them) 
in word, deed, or thought, since there is no one who lives and does not 
sin.  You alone are without sin; your justice is eternal justice; and your 
word is truth. For you, O Christ our God, are the resurrection, the life, 
and the repose of your departed servant[s] (Name/s), and we give glory 
to you, with your eternal Father, and your all-holy, good, and life-
creating Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

Response:   
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Prayer of Absolution 

Deacon:    Let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:

     
The celebrant intones one of the two following prayers: 

Celebrant:    May the Lord Jesus Christ our God, who gave his divine 
command to his holy disciples and apostles to bind and loose those who 
have fallen into sin, and from whom we also have received the obligation to 
do the same, forgive you spiritual child whatever you have committed in 
this age voluntarily or involuntarily, now and ever and forever. 

Response:

     

    or: 

Celebrant:    Merciful and most gracious Lord Jesus Christ our God, you 
became incarnate for our sake and took upon yourself the sins of the whole 
world. You entrusted the keys of the heavenly kingdom to Peter, the Pre-
eminent Apostle, and to your other apostles.  By your grace you desired to 
give them all authority, that whatever they bound on earth would also be 
bound in heaven, and whatever they loosed on earth would also be loosed 
in heaven.  In your inexpressible love for us, you have allowed us, unworthy 
as we are, to inherit the authority given to them so that we too should bind 
and loose whatever might occur among your people. Therefore, by this 
authority which you have granted to priests, we have pardoned and 
absolved your servant who has departed from us to you in faith, in the hope 
of resurrection, and in repentance, the sins which (he-she) committed on 
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earth and for which (he-she) was pardoned and absolved before death; and, 
now that (he-she) has been pardoned and absolved of them, we believe that 
(he-she) has been pardoned and absolved by you in heaven. 

However, if due to human frailty, (he-she) has not yet satisfied your justice, 
and is therefore restrained for a time from reposing among the saints and 
from seeing the light of your face in your light; now, as we commend (his-
her) body to the grave, and prostrate our spirit and body before your 
majesty, we humbly beseech you, O Ruler over the living and the dead, who 
give life and take it away, who send down to Hades and raise up, and we 
fervently entreat you to hear now the prayer of us, your unworthy servants.  
For the sake of your holy passion, of your divine blood unsparingly poured 
out, of your life-creating death and burial, and of your saving resurrection 
on the third day by which you freed us from slavery to the Enemy, pardon 
(him-her) completely and forgive all (his-her) transgressions, voluntary and 
involuntary, whether in word, deed, or thought, seen and unseen, for we 
humans are inclined to sin.  Remit whatever sins were not confessed 
because of their multitude or through forgetfulness. Free (him-her) from 
both the guilt and the punishment due to (his-her) sins.  Grant rest to (his-
her) soul in a place of light, joy, and peace where there is no pain, sorrow, 
nor mourning. 

Yes, O Lord our God, again we humbly beseech you, and your eternal 
Father, and your all-holy, consubstantial, and life-creating Spirit:  do not 
despise your creation nor hand (him-her) over to perdition, but allow (his-
her) body to return to the earth from which it was made, to decompose 
according to your divine word:  You are dust and shall return to dust.  
Grant (his-her) soul a dwelling among the saints and place (him-her) with 
the just in your heavenly courts until the common resurrection, since you 
love us all.  For you have said:  All that the Father gives me shall come to 
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me, and the one who comes to me I will not cast out; and you also said:  
This is the will of my Father who sent me, that I should lose nothing of 
what he has given me, rather that I should raise them up on the last day; 
and:  The one who believes in me has eternal life and does not come under 
condemnation, but has passed from death to life. 

For you are the resurrection, the life, and the repose of those who truly 
believe in you and present themselves to you in the hope of resurrection 
and eternal life, O Christ our God, and we give glory to you, with your 
eternal Father, and your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and 
ever and forever. 

Response:
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Dismissal 

Celebrant:  Glory to you, O Christ God, our hope, glory to you. 

Response:  

 

 
 

Response – Throughout Pascha:   
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Celebrant:  May Christ our true God, … have mercy on us and save us … 
for Christ is good and loves us all. 

Response:

   

Celebrant:  In blessed repose, grant, O Lord, eternal rest to your departed 
servant[s] (Name/s) and remember (him-her-them) forever. 

Response:   

 

or: 
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The casket is closed.  The celebrant, concelebrants, and deacon lead the 
recession into the narthex as the faithful sing “Holy God” repeatedly.   

 

Reading of the Holy Gospel 

Deacon:    That we be deemed worthy of hearing the holy Gospel, in peace, 
let us pray to the Lord God. 

Response:     

 

Deacon:    Wisdom!  Let us stand and listen to the holy Gospel. 

Celebrant:    +  Peace be to all. 

Response:     

 

Celebrant:    A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
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Response: 

 

Deacon:    Let us be attentive! 
The holy Gospel (Luke 7:11-16) is proclaimed. 

Response:    Glory to you, O Lord, glory to you. (as above) 

Prayer of Consolation 
Deacon:    Let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:

     

Celebrant:    Lord, O Lord, comfort of the afflicted, consolation of the 
sorrowful, and help of all the fainthearted, in your compassion comfort 
those who are overcome by sorrow for the departed. Heal every pain of 
sorrow that is in their hearts, and grant rest in the bosom of Abraham to 
your servant[s] (Name/s) who (has-have) fallen asleep in the hope of 
resurrection.  For you are the repose of your servant[s] (Name/s), and we 
give glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

Response:

     

The body is taken for burial.   
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Interment 

As the faithful proceed to the gravesite they sing “Holy God” repeatedly.  The clergy 
precede the casket.  The priest is vested in epitrachilion and phelonion.  The deacon 
is vested in sticharion and orarion.  The celebrant holds the hand cross in his right 
hand. 

 

When all is in readiness, the holy Gospel may be proclaimed: 
 
Deacon:    That we be deemed worthy of hearing the holy Gospel, in peace, 
let us pray to the Lord God. 

Response:     

 

  



Interment     105 

 

 

Deacon:    Wisdom!  Let us stand and listen to the holy Gospel. 

Celebrant:    +  Peace be to all. 
Response:    

 
Celebrant:    A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Response:     

 

Deacon:    Let us be attentive! 

The holy Gospel (John 11:21-27) is proclaimed. 

Response:     
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The faithful sing the following hymn in Tone 8 Samohlasen: 

 
Then the celebrant shovels a small amount of dirt over the casket in the form of a 
cross saying: 

Celebrant:    To the Lord belong the earth and its fullness, the world and all 
who dwell in it. 

The celebrant makes the sign of the cross over the casket, touching it with the hand 
cross while saying: 

Celebrant:    This grave is sealed until the second coming of Christ, in the 
name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Then the Troparia and the Litany for the Deceased from the Panachida (pages 110-
114) may be chanted. 

Otherwise, continue with the Dismissal (page 114). 
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Panachida 

 
Deacon:  Reverend Father, give the blessing. 

Celebrant:   

 

Response:

   

 
Throughout Pascha, the following is added: 

Celebrant:  Christ is risen from the dead!  By death he trampled Death; and 
to those in the tombs he granted life. 

Response:  

 
(Twice) 

  



108     Panachida     
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Celebrant:  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

Response:

   

Troparia – Tone 4 
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Litany for the Deceased 
Deacon:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your great mercy, 

we pray you, hear and have mercy. 

Response:   
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– Again we pray for the repose of the soul[s] of the departed servant[s] of 
God, (Name/s), and that (his-her-their) every transgression, voluntary 
and involuntary, be forgiven. 

Response:  

 

– May the Lord God commit (his-her-their) soul[s] to the place where the 
just repose. 

Response:  

 
– For the mercy of God, for the kingdom of heaven, and for the remission 

of (his-her-their) sins, let us beseech Christ, the immortal King and our 
God. 

Response:

   
– Let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:
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Celebrant:  O God of spirits and of all flesh, you trampled death and broke 
the power of the devil and granted life to your world.  Now grant rest, O 
Lord, to the soul[s] of your departed servant[s] (Name/s), in a place of 
light, joy, and peace where there is no pain, sorrow, nor mourning.  As 
a good and loving God, forgive every sin committed by (him-her-them) 
in word, deed, or thought, since there is no one who lives and does not 
sin.  You alone are without sin; your justice is eternal justice; and your 
word is truth. For you, O Christ our God, are the resurrection, the life, 
and the repose of your departed servant[s] (Name/s), and we give glory 
to you, with your eternal Father, and your all-holy, good, and life-
creating Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

Response:

   

Dismissal 

Outside Pascha  
Deacon:  Wisdom! 

Response: 
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Celebrant:  Glory to you, O Christ God, our hope, glory to you. 

Response:   

 

 

Throughout Pascha  
Deacon:  Wisdom! 
Response:   
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Celebrant:  Glory to you, O Christ God, our hope, glory to you. 

Response: 

 

 

Celebrant:  May Christ our true God … have mercy on us and save us … 
for Christ is good and loves us all. 

Response:
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CANON – TONE 6 

Ode Nine 

 

  



Canon – Tone 6 – Ode 9    117 

 

Celebrant:  
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Celebrant:  
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Celebrant:  
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Celebrant:  
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CANON – TONE 8 

Ode Eight 
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Celebrant:   

 

 

Celebrant:  
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Celebrant:  

 

 
Celebrant:  
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CANON – TONE 8 

Ode Nine 
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Celebrant:   
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Celebrant:  
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Celebrant:  
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Celebrant:  

 

 

 


