


To be said quietly by the celebrant during the chanting of the Lamp-lighting Psalms.

Divine Liturgies of our Holy 
Fathers John Chrysostom and Basil the Great, 

sui juris

prostopinije, Divine Liturgies

Ambon Prayers 
of the Byzantine Church

The Sunday Gospels
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The faithful STAND when the preparatory rites are completed and the clergy, in dark vestments, 
quietly say the prayers before commencing the Divine Liturgy.  The holy doors remain closed 
until the Little Entrance.
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The celebrant, going before the ambon and facing East, intones the Ambon Prayer.

At the end of the service, bread, wheat, wine and oil are blessed on the tetrapod. After 
incensing the offerings, the celebrant intones:
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And the third time, with melody:

The faithful may SIT as the Litany of Peace begins:

(Name)
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The following response is sung in place of “We have seen the true light”:

The holy gifts are brought to the table of preparation.
The faithful sing:

Tone 2 samohlasen
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(Ps. 77:65) melody:  “Let All Mortal Flesh”

All Catholics who are properly disposed are welcome to receive the Divine Eucharist.
Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality

of the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom 
we are not yet fully united are ordinarily not permitted to receive the Divine Eucharist.

The body and blood of our Lord are administered on a small spoon.  Communicants
approach close to the priest or deacon and remain standing.

The communicants say nothing.  They open the mouth widely without extending the
tongue, and close the mouth only after the spoon has been withdrawn.

The faithful may REMAIN STANDING while others are receiving holy communion. 

(Name)
(Name)

or:

Special petitions may be inserted here.
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  - Tone 1 samohlasen

The faithful STAND for the great incensation of the church.  They may SIT when the 
great incensation is complete. 
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With fear and reverence the clergy partake of the holy gifts while the faithful sing
 the COMMUNION HYMN of Holy and Great Saturday:
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Tone 4 podoben: Udivisja Josif
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The following petitions may be intoned:
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The faithful repeat, “Today, Hades sighs and cries aloud..”.
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Tone 6 solemn melody
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The faithful STAND when the holy doors are opened and the cantor sings: 
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Tone 1 samohlasen

The Dogmatikon is sung while the Little Entrance 
with the holy gospel book and censer is made through the northern doors and the holy doors.
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The clergy and servers enter the sanctuary as “O Joyful Light” is sung.
The sanctuary and the faithful are incensed.

The faithful SIT for the readings, once the incensation is complete.



On this night, the Church appoints a long series of readings from the Old Testament, 
recounting the events of salvation history, and all those things by which the passion, 
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ were prefigured.  During these 
readings, all those to be received into the church were baptized.

In current practice it is uncommon that the full order of readings be needed to 
accompany the baptisms.  Therefore, these readings are optional, except for the last 
reading of each set.  Any of the optional readings may be taken.   Before each reading, 
the deacon intones, “ ”, and the lector announces the book to be read.  The 
deacon intones, “ ”, and the lector begins to read.

The first set of Old Testament readings are as follows:

1) From Genesis (1:1-13) - the first three days of the creation of the world.

2) From Isaiah (60:1-16) - the prophet announces the glorious resurrection of 
Jerusalem.

3) From Exodus (12:1-11)  - God commands the celebration of the Passover.

4) From Jonah (1:1 - 4:11)  -  the prophet's call, his three-days’ sojourn in the belly of 
the whale, his preaching to the Ninevites, and their repentence.

5) From Joshua (5:10-15) - the Israelites celebrate the Passover in the Promised 
Land.

6) From Exodus (13:20 - 15:19)  -  the flight of the Israelites, and the crossing of the 
Red Sea. 
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The lector reads until he comes to the beginning of the Song of Moses (Exodus 15:1):

And immediately the cantor and faithful STAND and sing the following RESPONSE:

The lector chants the verses of the Song of Moses on a 
single note, or using a minor psalm tone like the one to 
the right:

The RESPONSE is sung again after each verse or group of verses.
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After the last response, the faithful SIT as the readings continue.

The second set of Old Testament readings are as follows:

7) From Zephaniah (3:8-15) - the prophet foretells the Lord's conversion of the pagans, his 
forgiveness of his people and his presence among them.

8) From 1 Kings (17:8-24) - Elijah raises a widow's son from the dead.

9) From Isaiah (61:10 - 62:5) - the prophet foretells the restoration and espousal of 
Jerusalem.

10) From Genesis (22:1-18)  -  God's test of Abraham. (continued on next page)
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11) From Isaiah (61:1-9) - the prophet proclaims good news to the poor, and a year of favor 
from the Lord.

12) From 2 Kings (4:8-37) - Elisha raises a woman's only son from the dead.

13) From Isaiah (63:11 - 64:5) - Isaiah begs God to once more work miracles to save his people.

14) From Jeremiah (31:31-34) - the coming of a new covenant: “I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.”

15) From Daniel (3:1-88) - the story of the three young men in the furnace, who were willing to
die rather than worship anyone other than the true God.

The lector reads until he comes to verse 56:

And immediately the cantor and faithful STAND and sing the following RESPONSE:

The lector chants the verses of the Song of the Three
Young Men on a single note, or using a minor psalm 
tone like the one to the right:



& # œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ

The RESPONSE is sung again after each verse or group of verses.
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As on all the ancient baptismal days of the Church, Galatians 3:27 is sung in place of the 
Trisagion (Holy God).  Either setting  on the next page may be used.
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Before the profession of the Symbol of Faith,
the assembly is invited to be reconciled with one another:
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The faithful continue with the conclusion of the hymn:
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 - Tone 5 (Ps. 65: 4, 2)

Verse:
ous

The faithful SIT while the lector chants the reading.

The faithful STAND.
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While the following verses are sung instead of "Alleluia," the changing from dark to bright 
vestments and altar coverings is completed.  If so directed by the local ordinary, the shroud is 
transferred from the tomb to the holy table at this time as well.  The faithful sing:

The lector chants the verses of the psalm, and “Arise, O God...” is sung after each verse.  The 
verses should not be combined, to allow time for the vestments and coverings to be changed.
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On Holy and Great Saturday, the faithful sing the following hymn in place of the Cherubikon.
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(Name)
(Name) (Name)

(three times, using response 4.)

(three times, using response 3.)

The faithful STAND following the Litany of Fervent Supplication.
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The holy gospel book is incensed along with the faithful.

The deacon proclaims the holy Gospel account of the Resurrection 
(Matthew 28:1-20)

The faithful SIT during the homily
and may also sit during the Litany of Fervent Supplication which follows:


