
Vespers for the Nativity 
of Our Lord, God, and Savior 

Jesus Christ
when December 24 falls on a Saturday or Sunday



asoslov



The celebrant, vested in bright epitrachilion, stands before the closed holy doors.  The deacon  
remains in the sanctuary.  The faithful STAND.
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To be said quietly by the celebrant during the chanting of the Lamp-lighting Psalms.

from
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The celebrant quietly recites the Prayers of Light of Vespers before the holy doors,
while the faithful sing Psalm 103.  The deacon returns to the altar.



Tone 3

Tone 4



Then the lights in the church are dimmed, and a lighted candle is placed on a stand in 
the middle of the church.  Standing beside it, the cantor sngs the troparion and kontakion 
of the feast:

Tone 4

Three times, with a bow each time:

The faithful may SIT as the Litany of Peace begins: 
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Refrain

Refrain

Refrain

The cantor chants the first verse of Psalm 1:

and the people together with the cantor sing the refrain.

This refrain is sung after each of the following verses:

Znammeny chant melody

The faithful STAND.



Refrain

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain

The cantor and people sing, twice, with a bow each time: 

and a third time, with a bow:

Then the following Small Litany may be intoned:



Tone 2 samohlasen

The faithful STAND for the great incensation of the church.  They may SIT when the 
great incensation is complete. 

reverence

reverence

reverence

(three times, using response 3.)



The faithful SIT.  A homily may be given at this time.

(Name),
(Name) (Name), 

(three times, using response 4.)

Then the holy Gospel is read as at the Divine Liturgy.   The Gospel appointed for the day is 
Matthew 13:31-36, describing the reign of God, which is also the Gospel for Wednesday in the 
sixth week after Pentecost. 
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Tone 2 samohlasen

Tone 1 (Psalm 2: 7-8)

Verse:    

Verse:    

Verse:    

Verse:    

The faithful STAND as the Alleluia is sung.

Tone 5  (Psalm 109: 1-3) 

And the lector reads Galatians 3:15-22 (Epistle book, page 93).



(For the sake of brevity, the first of these readings may be omitted.  The second reading
is always included.)

Then the following Small Litany may be intoned:  (music on pp. 9-10)

(on 7)

(on 6)

All repeat "Come, let us rejoice in the Lord..."



(on 5)

(on 4)

All repeat "Because the Lord Jesus was born of the holy Virgin…"

All

Refrain

(One reading may be chosen.  Preferred readings are marked with an asterisk.)

Verse:

Verse:

Verse:

Verse:

Then the faithful sing the following responsorial troparion:

The reader chants the following verses (from Psalm 92), and after each, the faithful 
sing the second half of the troparion as a response: “It led the Magi to adore you...”

Then the faithful sing the entire troparion once more.

Tone 6



All

(One reading may be chosen.  Preferred readings are marked with an asterisk.)

Then the faithful sing the following responsorial troparion:

The reader chants the following verses (from Psalm 86), and after each, the faithful 
sing the second half of the troparion as a response: “It brought the Magi to you...”

Verse:

Verse:

Verse:

Verse:

Tone 6

Then the faithful sing the entire troparion once more.

(on 3)

(on 2)

All repeat: "O Christ our God, your kingdom is eternal…"



The faithful STAND.

 Tone 2 samohlasen

(on 1) All repeat: "O Christ, what shall we offer you…?"

Verse:  

Tone 8 

Verse:
Verse:
Verse:

Tone 6 samopodoben

The faithful SIT for the Old Testament and Epistle readings.

For each Old Testament reading:

and the reader begins.  After each reading or group of readings:

   



The faithful sing the prokeimenon of the day of the week.  The deacon chants the verse(s).The clergy and servers enter the sanctuary as “  is sung.  The sanctuary 
and the faithful are incensed.

At the ... of the Lamp-lighting stichera, the celebrant vests in the phelonion.  The deacon 
opens the holy doors, takes the censer and the holy Gospel book, and they make the entrance 
through the northen door to stand before the holy doors.  The following dialogue is recited quietly:

At the conclusion of the stichera, the deacon intones:


