
Vespers with Divine Liturgy
for the Nativity 

of our Lord, God, and Savior 
Jesus Christ
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At the discretion of the celebrant, the irmos of the ninth ode of  the  canon of Compline may be sung 
in place of “In You, O Woman Full of Grace.”

Tone 6 Irmos, simple setting

(Psalm 148:1)

Immediately after the liturgy, the church is darkened, and a candle is lit and set on a stand in 
the middle of the church. 

 Standing beside it, the cantor sings the troparion and kontakion of the feast:

Tone 4:

Festal Menaion

asoslov



& b

& b œ W œ œ W

& b W œ œ W

& b œ œ œ

Full bright vestments are worn for this liturgy. The faithful STAND when the preparatory rites 
are completed and the clergy quietly say the prayers before commencing the Divine Liturgy.  The 
holy doors remain closed until the Little Entrance.

Each time with a reverence:

The celebrant goes before the closed holy doors and quietly recites the Prayers of Light of 
vespers.
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The faithful STAND.

The Liturgy of St. Basil is now celebrated, beginning with the Trisagion ("Holy God")..

Tone 1 :

Verse:    

Tone 5 

Verse:    

Verse:    

Verse:    

Music for the responses at the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great can be found on pages 96-103 of 
the Divine Liturgies book.
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(For the sake of brevity, the first reading may be omitted.)

(This reading should always be taken.)

And the faithful sing the entire troparion: 
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(For the sake of brevity, one reading may be chosen.)

Tone 6 troparion  melody

And the faithful sing the entire troparion: 
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Then three times, with a bow each time:

The faithful may SIT as the Litany of Peace begins:
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(Name)

 (Name) (Name)

 [or: For this holy monastery]

Special petitions may be inserted here.
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The faithful sing the  PROKEIMENON OF THE DAY (pages 118-120 in the Divine 
Liturgies book). But if it is Friday evening, we sing the Great Prokeimenon in Tone 7, 
“What god is as great as our God? You are the God who works wonders.” The deacon 
chants the verse(s).  Then the lector chants the following readings.

(For the sake of brevity, one reading may be chosen.)

Tone 6 troparion melody
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The faithful STAND for the great incensation of the church.  They may SIT when the 
great incensation is complete. The opening verses of Psalm 140 with refrain are sung 
according to the tone of the first sticheron:
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The clergy and servers enter the sanctuary as “  is sung.  The sanctuary 
and the faithful are incensed.
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The faithful STAND when the holy doors are opened and the cantor sings:

Tone 2 samohlasen

While the sticheron at “Glory …” is sung, the Little Entrance with the holy gospel book 
and censer is made through the northern door and the holy doors.
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