
Vespers with Divine Liturgy
for the Theophany

of our Lord, God, and Savior 
Jesus Christ



Festal Menaion

asoslov



The faithful STAND when the preparatory rites are completed and the clergy quietly say the 
prayers before commencing the Divine Liturgy.  The holy doors remain closed until the Little 
Entrance.

Each time with a reverence:

The celebrant goes before the closed holy doors and quietly recites the Prayers of Light of 
vespers.

Cantor

Tone 4



* Or, when a bishop serves:

Immediately after the liturgy, a candle is lit and set on a stand in the middle of the church. 

 Standing beside it, the cantor sings the troparion and kontakion of the feast:

Tone 1
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Then three times, with a bow each time:

The faithful may SIT as the Litany of Peace begins:



(Name)

 (Name) (Name)

 [or: For this holy monastery]

Special petitions may be inserted here.

The Great Blessing of Water may be celebrated at this point.  Then:



The celebrant, going before the ambon and facing East, intones the Ambon Prayer.

The faithful STAND for the great incensation of the church.  They may SIT when the 
great incensation is complete. The opening verses of Psalm 140 with refrain are sung 
according to the tone of the first sticheron:

Tone 2 samohlasen
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The holy gifts are brought to the table of preparation.
The faithful sing:



The body and blood of our Lord are administered on a small spoon.
Communicants approach close to the priest or deacon and remain standing.

The communicants say nothing.

They open the mouth widely without extending the tongue
and close the mouth only after the spoon has been withdrawn.

The faithful may REMAIN STANDING
while others are receiving holy communion.

When Holy Communion has been distrubuted,
the celebrant blesses with the chalice:

Cantor
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Cantor

Refrain



Cantor



Cantor

Tone 4 podoben: Udivisja Josif



While the sticheron at “Glory …” is sung, the Little Entrance with the holy gospel book 
and censer is made through the northern door and the holy doors.

Tone 2 samohlasen

The clergy and servers enter the sanctuary as “  is sung.  The sanctuary 
and the faithful are incensed.

The faithful STAND when the holy doors are opened and the cantor sings:



The faithful sing the VESPERS PROKEIMENON of the day of the week; the deacon chants the 
verse. These prokeimena are on pages 118-120 of the Divine Liturgies book.  But on Friday 
evening, we sing the Great Prokeimenon which is found on the next page:

(Name)
(Name) (Name)



OR:

Refrain

Tone 5

(For the sake of brevity, one or two readings may be chosen.)

(This reading should always be included)

Tone 7 

Deacon:    

Deacon:    

Deacon:    



Refrain

Refrain

Refrain



OR:

Refrain

For the sake of brevity, one or two readings may be chosen.)

(This reading should always be included)

Tone 6

And the faithful sing the entire troparion: 



OR:

OR:



For the sake of brevity, a smaller number of readings may be chosen.)

(This reading should always be included.)

The Liturgy of St. Basil begins here, with the Small Litany followed by the Trisagion.

And the faithful sing the entire troparion: 



The faithful STAND for the Thrice-holy Hymn. (Other music may be found
in the Divine Liturgies book on pages 28-30 of the Divine Liturgies book.)

Fine3 times

da capo al fine



OR:The faithful STAND as the Alleluia is sung.

Tone 6

Verse:

Verse:

The faithful sing the PROKEIMENON.  The lector chants the verse. 

Verse:    

Tone 3



The holy gospel book is incensed along with the faithful.

The deacon proclaims the holy Gospel (Luke 3: 1 - 18)

The faithful SIT during the homily
and may also sit during the Litany of Fervent Supplication which follows:

OR:



(Name)
(Name) (Name)

(three times, using response 4.)

(three times, using response 3.)



The faithful STAND following the Litany of Fervent Supplication.

(Melody: Divnaja novina; other melodies may be used)



Before the profession of the Symbol of Faith,
the assembly is invited to be reconciled with one another:


